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Panchsheel was born in 1954,
in response to a world asking for a
new set of principles for the conduct
of international relations that would
reflect the aspirations of all nations to
co-exist and prosper together in
peace and harmony. Sixty years later,
the chord that was struck in 1954 still
rings pure and true in a world.
Panchsheel, or the Five Principles of
Peaceful Co-existence, were first
formally enunciated in the
Agreement on Trade and Intercourse
between the Tibet region of China
and India signed on April 29, 1954,
which stated, in its preamble, that the
two Governments “have resolved to
enter into the present Agreement
based on the following principles: -

i. Mutual respect for each other’s
territorial integrity and
sovereignty,

ii. Mutual non-aggression,
iii. Mutual non-interference,
iv. Equality and mutual benefit,

and
v. Peaceful co-existence.”

Panchsheel, as envisioned by its
creators, gave substance to the voice
of newly established countries who
were seeking the space to
consolidate their hard won
independence, as it provided an
alternative ideology dedicated to
peace and development of all as the
basis for international interaction,
whether bilateral or multilateral. This
vision caught the imagination of the
peoples of Asia and the world.
Panchsheel was incorporated into
the Ten Principles of International
Peace and Cooperation enunciated
in the Declaration issued by the April
1955 Bandung Conference of 29
Afro-Asian countries. The universal
relevance of Panchsheel  was

emphasised when its tenets were
incorporated in a resolution on
peaceful co-existence presented by
India, Yugoslavia and Sweden, and
unanimously adopted on 1957, by
the United Nations.

Panchsheel were the guiding
principles for negotiations on the
Tibet issue in early 1950s. The
agreement was signed mainly to
revoke special privileges and
extraterritorial rights inherited by
India in Tibet by British. In addition
to this, signing of the agreement
demonstrated that India recognises
Tibet as a legitimate part of China.
India and China decided to mark the
60th anniversary of the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence in 2014 by
designating it as the “Year of Friendly
Exchanges”.

Pursuit of world peace is a
fundamental tenet of India’s foreign
policy. India believes that
globalisation should transform the
world into, as Mahatma Gandhi had
envisaged, “a federation of friendly,
interdependent nations”, without
domination or exploitation.
Panchsheel is the basis of such a
world order. It draws inspiration from
our ancient civilizational value of
considering the world as one family.
This shapes and guides our actions in
international relations. Even before
India became an independent
nation, the leaders of our freedom
struggle had outlined the
fundamental precepts and values that
embody the Five Principles of
Peaceful Existence or Panchsheel.
The Constitution of India enjoins the
State to endeavour to promote
international peace and security and
to maintain just and honourable
relations between nations.

In retrospect, the violation of
the principles of Panchsheel has
been a common phenomenon. In the
words of prominent strategic analyst,
K. Subrahmanyam, “Panchsheel has
been practised more in breach than
in observance and that China never
took the doctrine of peaceful
coexistence seriously was, however,
never in doubt”. The military stand-
off at Longju in 1959 and the
subsequent 1962 India-China War
were the first two major setbacks in
the relations and put Panchsheel on
the backburner. Later, China’s supply
of arms to India’s archrival, Pakistan
and its alleged support to Naga
rebels in 1960s further violated these
principles.

In such a situation, the very
credibility of the first principle,
mutual respect for each other’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty, is
put to test. Second principle mutual
non-aggression was also violated in
1962. In fact, proposal for signing a
formal non- aggression pact between
India and China had been put forth
but it is yet to be formulated.  In
October 2013, Border Defence
Cooperation Agreement (BDCA) was
signed to avoid military face- offs
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC).

Signing of the BDCA can be
perceived as a way of strengthening
Panchsheel and improving relations
in general but Chinese incursions in
Depsang Valley in April-May 2013
and December 2013 incident of
Chumar Valley, when five Indian
citizens were detained by Chinese
troops and taken to the Chinese side
of LAC, raised severe doubts on the
viability of peaceful coexistence of
India and China.
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Kudankulam Nuclear Power
Plant is a nuclear power station in
Koodankulam in the Tirunelveli
district of the southern Indian state
of Tamil Nadu. The plant’s reactor is
the first Pressurised Water Reactor
(PWR) belonging to the Light Water
Reactor (LWR) category in India, and
the 21st nuclear power reactor in the
country. Construction on the plant
began on 31 March 2002, but faced
several delays.

With this, the total nuclear
energy contribution will increase to
5789 MW. Work on the Unit-first of
Kudankulam Plant was completed in
2013. The original cost of the two
units was Rs. 13,171 crore, but it was
later revised to Rs. 17,270 crore. A
credit of Rs. 6,416 crore was
advanced by Russia to both the units-
I and II of Kudankulam.

Plans for the Kudankulam facility
were first drawn up in 1988. It was
supposed to open in 2011 but it was
delayed due to the large public
protests. The project remained in
limbo for a decade due to the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, and
differences cropping up between
India and Russia over the rupee-
rouble repayment ratio. There were
also objections from the United
States, on the grounds that the
agreement did not meet the 1992
terms of the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG).

However, the project was
revived on 1998, when a
supplementary agreement to the
earlier IGA was signed in New Delhi
by the Russia and India. The move is
considered to be a testament of
Russian friendship with India, as it
came within a month of India
conducting five nuclear tests in May
1998 which led to international
sanctions.

Nuclear power in IndiaNuclear power in IndiaNuclear power in IndiaNuclear power in IndiaNuclear power in India

Nuclear power is the fourth-
largest source of electricity in India
after thermal, hydroelectric and
renewable sources of electricity. As
of 2012, India has 20 nuclear reactors
in operation in six nuclear power
plants,having an installed capacity of
4780 MW and producing a total of
29,664.75  GWh of electricity. After
fukushima accident several protests

erupted against nuclear power plant
in India as well. There have been mass
protests against the French-backed
9900 MW Jaitapur Nuclear Power
Project in Maharashtra and the
Russian-backed 2000 MW
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant in
Tamil Nadu. The state government of
West Bengal state has also refused
permission to a proposed 6000 MW
facility near the town of Haripur that
intended to host six Russian reactors.

India’s three-stage nuclear power programmeIndia’s three-stage nuclear power programmeIndia’s three-stage nuclear power programmeIndia’s three-stage nuclear power programmeIndia’s three-stage nuclear power programme

Unlike the advanced countries
where nuclear power came about as
a spin-off from the development of
the strategic programme and related
military research, in India, nuclear
energy development began with the
objectives of improving the quality of
life of the people and selfreliance in
meeting their energy needs. The
origin of the atomic energy
programme in India can be traced
unambiguously to a remarkably bold
initiative taken by Homi Jehangir
Bhabha. Sir Dorabji Tata Trust
granted an initial financial approval
for settingup the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR),

Bombay,  jointly with the Bombay
Government.

On 10th August 1948, the
Government of India constituted the
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC),
under the Atomic Energy Act to
establish the atomic energy
programme. One of the first tasks of
the Commission was to explore the
availability of raw material resources
within the country. Based on initial
explorations by Atomic Minerals
Division, it became clear that the
country had limited uranium
resources but was endowed with one
of the largest thorium reserves in the
world. This led Bhabha to conceive a
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three-stage nuclear power
programme for efficient exploitation
of available resources, unique to
India.

The adoption of the unique
sequential three-stage nuclear power
programme and associated
technologies is based on the
optimum utilization of the indigenous
nuclear resource profile of modest
Uranium and abundant Thorium in
the country. The three-stage power
programme objective is to judiciously
utilize mined uranium and thorium
resources of the country to a
maximum extent. Uranium has just
0.7% fissionable 235U isotope while
238U, the balance dominant isotope
of uranium is a fertile material. It
needs to be converted to fissile
239Pu for further use. The process of
this conversion does take place in a
nuclear reactor where uranium fuel
is used. Uranium’s fissile isotope,

235U present as a very small fraction
in uranium, produces excess
neutrons over and above those
required for maintaining a steady
fission chain reaction. Some of these
excess neutrons invariably get
absorbed in the major isotope 238U
and result in production of 239Pu. By
suitable reactor physics design of a
nuclear reactor the production of Pu
can be optimized. Thus the spent fuel
from thermal reactors contains a small
quantity of 239Pu, along with residual
uranium (predominantly 238U).
These excess neutrons are used by
proper reactor physics design to
convert 238U into additional
Plutonium.

The second stage, comprising
of Fast Breeder Reactors (FBRs) are
fuelled by fuels based on Plutonium
mixed with reprocessed Uranium
recovered by reprocessing of the first
stage spent fuel. Thorium232 is not

fissile and has to be converted to
Uranium233 by transmutation in a
reactor for use as a fissile material. In
the second stage, once sufficient
nuclear power capacity is built
through Plutonium-based FBRs,
Thorium232 will be introduced as a
blanket material to be converted to
Uranium233. The third stage of the
programme will be using a
Thorium232– Uranium233 fuel cycle
in the reactors. Direct use of
Thorium232 as a fuel will thus be in
the third stage reactors. Thorium232–
Uranium233 fuel cycle does not
permit attractive breeding
characteristics like that of Pu–U cycle
but would facilitate the nuclear
power capacity built during second
stage of the programme to be
sustained for as long as Thorium,
which is quite large in the country, is
available.
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Chronology of Events in IraqChronology of Events in IraqChronology of Events in IraqChronology of Events in IraqChronology of Events in Iraq

2014 January - Pro-al-Qaeda
fighters infiltrate Fallujah and Ramadi
after months of mounting violence in
mainly-Sunni Anbar province.
Government forces recapture Ramadi
but face entrenched rebels in
Fallujah.

2014 March - The electoral
commission board tenders
resignation in protest at what it says is
political interference ahead of
parliamentary elections, amid
allegations opposition candidates are
being barred using a controversial
legal clause.

2014 April - Prime Minister Al-
Maliki’s coalition wins a plurality at first
parliamentary election since 2011
withdrawal of US troops, but falls
short of a majority.

2014 June - Sunni rebels led by
the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIS) surge out of Anbar
Province to seize Iraq’s second city
of Mosul, moving on to the oil refinery
centre of Baiji. Tens of thousands flee
amid reports of atrocities. Iran and the
US offer assistance.

2014 July- U.S. said it will not
involve ground troops in the Iraq war.
It will only send a small team for
assistance and training of Iraq forces.

Iraq has descended into bloody
war , it has to fight ISIS led sunni
militant as well as Kurdish fighters.
Overall, at least 1,300 people were
killed and another 1,250 injured in
Iraq. Government has lost a Northern
and eastern portion to sunni and
kurdish seperatist respectively. The
beleaguered Prime Minister of Iraq,
Nouri al-Maliki, is the latest in the long
list of the West’s favorite political
leaders turned into pariahs. The
conventional wisdom now is that
Maliki’s flaws and wrong policies,
especially his alienation of the Sunnis

and dictatorial style of governance,
are at the root of Iraq’s problems. But
in truth this war is a spillover of many
factors like Syrian war, Geopolitics,
Internal politics of Iraq and
demography of Iraq.

First let’s look at the external
factors involved in the crisis:-

Conflicting U.S. policy
objectives in the region have led to
current problem.  It has proved to be
difficult — indeed impossible — to
eliminate Saddam but produce a
stable Iraq; to isolate Iran and possibly
change its regime; to get rid of Assad
in Syria without exacerbating its civil
war; to forge a Sunni-Israeli alliance
against Shia Iran. They removed and
executed Saddam Hussain on the
grounds of terrorism and mass killing.
On the other hand they have not
stopped ISIS militant group to gain
ground in the region and now ISIS is
killing people on religious grounds.
Analyst say West could have done
more to stop Saudis and others,
including Turkey and Qatar, from
funding Sunni insurgents.

The most significant factor
behind Iraq’s problems has been the
inability of Iraq’s neighbours to come
in terms with Iraq government. This is
primary because of Shia and sunni
divide, with Turkey and Saudi Arabia
being Sunni dominated and Iraq
being predominantly Shia
dominated. Turkey which used to
rule the Ottoman empire also
supported the possibility of what
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutog lu favoured as “neo-
Ottomanism,” the Turkish
government called for the removal of
Syrian President Assad and the
emergence of a pro-
Istanbul government there. Turkey
opened its borders to international
militants, with fighters from

Libya and Chechnya flying into
Turkey to cross into Syria to fight for
ISIS and its offshoots. Saudi Arabia
also funded and provided
political support for jihadis in the
region.

Now look at the internalNow look at the internalNow look at the internalNow look at the internalNow look at the internal
problems of Iraq government:-problems of Iraq government:-problems of Iraq government:-problems of Iraq government:-problems of Iraq government:-

PM of Iraq maliki has been
blamed of being sectarian and
promoting Shia’s for job’s in
government and also for all important
decision making positions. After
NATO forces left Iraq, littlehas been
invested for the modernization and
training of armed forces. Recruitment
for armed forces has been done on
sectarian grounds and Shia’s are
promoted.

This is fueled by deep divide
between Shia’s and sunni’s in muslim
world in general and Iraq in particular.
Sunni’s have traditionally ruled Iraq
for centuries in ottoman empire and
after independence also found it
difficult to come in terms with Shia
dominated government.

Iraq’s Sunni Arabs have not
been alone in undermining the
authority of the country’s Shia
leadership. Masood Barzani, who
dreams of an independent Kurdistan,
has also done what he can to
undermine the authority of the
government in Baghdad, by
essentially running his own
economic, oil, and foreign policies.
A factor in Barzani’s attitude has been
his anti-Iran sentiments, which go
back to the troubles that his father,
Mulla Mustafa Barzani, had with the
Shah.

Iraq and IndiaIraq and IndiaIraq and IndiaIraq and IndiaIraq and India

An estimated 22,000 Indian
nationals were in Iraq at the
beginning of the conflict. This
included 500 in Baghdad, 2,300 in
Najaf, 1,000 in Karbala, 3,000 in Basra,



Iraq CrisisIraq CrisisIraq CrisisIraq CrisisIraq Crisis
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15,000 in Kurdistan and about 200 in
other cities.

Some Indians got trapped in the
conflict areas following sudden
attacks and capturing of several cities
in northern and central Iraq by the
Islamic State of Iraq and Sham (ISIS)
beginning 8 June. A group of 46
nurses working in a local hospital in
the city of Tikrit got stuck due to the
conflict, but were safely brought
back to India in a special Air India
flight on 5 July. Another group of
about 41 Indian nationals working in
a construction company in Mosul
were taken captive by an unidentified
group.

On 19 June, the Government
suspended emigration clearance to
Iraq, until further notification and
advised Indian nationals to avoid all
travel to Iraq.

The Government issued travel
advisories on 15 June, 24 June and
28 June advising Indian nationals to
leave Iraq by commercial means. Our
nationals living in areas affected by
the ongoing armed conflict have
been advised to stay indoors as far as
possible and to remain in contact with
our Embassy in Baghdad for
necessary guidance and updated
information on the evolving security
situation.

Those Indian nationals, who do
not have travel documents or need
other consular services, have been
advised to seek assistance from our
Embassy in Baghdad. India’s Mission
in Baghdad and the Ministry of
External Affairs have established 24
hour help lines to assist Indian’s in Iraq
and their concerned family members
in India. The Government has set up
special camp offices in Najaf, Karbala
and Basra and strengthened our
Embassy in Baghdad through the
addition of 25 staff members.

India negotiated with ISIS who
have kidnapped its nationals in Mosul
with the assistance of Saudi Arabia,
which has influence in the region and
within ISIS. Government of India
looked for every other help as well. It
contacted red crescent only
International organisation in the
region.

It has approached Russia to
assist them in release of abducted
Indians. The US is providing India
information by decoding messages of
the ISIS from cyberspace. The Indian
Navy has deployed INS Mysore,
warship in the Persian Gulf. The Navy
has another warship INS Tarkash
deployed in the Gulf of Aden and if
required, both the ships can be

pressed into evacuation operations
Crisis of Iraq has long term

repercussions for the region and
beyond. ISIS chief Bakr-al-
Baghdadi, declaring the
formation of the Caliphate, with him
as the Caliph. It is the first return of
a Caliphate since Kemal
Ataturk’s Turkish National Assembly
abolished it in 1924. He declared
that borders inside the world of Islam
are no longer applicable. Al-
Baghdadi’s declaration comes after
ISIS threatened to make its
presence felt outside the territory it
now controls. Bomb blasts in Beirut,
Lebanon, hinted at ISIS’ reach. Which
could be a threat to democracy’s and
terrorist activities could rise
worldwide.

With Iraq controlling large oil
reserves, petroleum prices have
already seen a spike. The advance of
the Al-Qaeda splinter group, the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS)
and its allies towards Baghdad
appears to have been stalled, but the
grave situation in Iraq needs to be
dealt with militarily as well as
politically. Need for national dialogue,
for unity, and, very importantly, for the
full participation of the all community
in the political process is absolute
necessity for peace in Iraq.
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Chief Justice of India R.M.Chief Justice of India R.M.Chief Justice of India R.M.Chief Justice of India R.M.Chief Justice of India R.M.
Lodha made a frontal attackLodha made a frontal attackLodha made a frontal attackLodha made a frontal attackLodha made a frontal attack
on the Centreon the Centreon the Centreon the Centreon the Centre

• Chief Justice of India R.M.
Lodha made a frontal attack on
the Centre for unilaterally
segregating senior advocate
Gopal Subramanium’s name for
elevation as a Supreme Court
judge without his knowledge
and concurrence.

• Speaking at a farewell function
for Justice B.S. Chauhan on his
superannuation, the CJI said
“the segregation of Mr. Gopal
Subramanium’s name was done
unilaterally by the Executive
without my knowledge and
concurrence which was not
proper.”

• Referring to the appointment
controversy, the CJI said: “This
is one subject which is non-
negotiable. At no cost the
independence of the judiciary
will be allowed to be
compromised. I will not hold
my office if I feel that the
independence of the
institution of the judiciary has
been compromised. I failed to
understand that the
appointment to a high
constitutional position has

been dealt with in a casual
manner.

Central govt. extends validityCentral govt. extends validityCentral govt. extends validityCentral govt. extends validityCentral govt. extends validity
of industrial licencesof industrial licencesof industrial licencesof industrial licencesof industrial licences

• The Modi Government,
announced its first step
towards greater ease of doing
business by addressing the
industry’s demand on the
simplification of the process for
the extensions of industrial
licences.

• In a new Press Note, the
government extended the
period of validity of industrial
licences from two years to three
years and relaxed the
requirement for companies to
have to go back to the Licensing
Committee for the extensions.
The extensions will now be
done with the approval of the
Joint Secretary concerned of
the administrative ministry.

• The new guidelines will apply
to those cases where even
three years after the issue of the
industrial licence, the licence
holder has not commenced
production. The renewals
would be allowed for a period
of two years.

• The Press Note also clarified
the preconditions for the
extensions. These include:

Land should have been
acquired, either under
ownership or on lease for a
minimum period of 30 years and
the orders for plant and
machinery for the project
should have been placed.
Certificates from an appropriate
local body such as the
Municipal Corporation stating
construction on the project has
commenced will also be
required.

J&K visit: Development,J&K visit: Development,J&K visit: Development,J&K visit: Development,J&K visit: Development,
security to top Modi’s agendasecurity to top Modi’s agendasecurity to top Modi’s agendasecurity to top Modi’s agendasecurity to top Modi’s agenda

• Development and security will
top Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s agenda on his visit to
Jammu and Kashmir, which
comes just a month after he was
sworn-in.

• The Prime Minister is making a
short one-day visit, but
touching both Jammu and the
Kashmir Valley, with stops in
Jammu, Katra, Srinagar and Uri,
inaugurating a railway line, a
power project, addressing a
gathering in Katra and
addressing the troops in
Srinagar. However, there will
be no political outreach as in
the past. There are no official
meetings with the Chief
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Minister, his cabinet, or any
public gatherings in the Valley.

• The Prime Minister’s agenda
isn’t the only departure from
the past. He will be stopping in
Srinagar for a couple of hours
only, to address a ‘Sainik
Sammelan’, speaking to a group
of soldiers posted at various
places in the State. He will also
hold a security review meeting
with corp commanders.

Modi is the third mostModi is the third mostModi is the third mostModi is the third mostModi is the third most
followed on Twitterfollowed on Twitterfollowed on Twitterfollowed on Twitterfollowed on Twitter

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
an avid user of social media, is
the third most followed world
leader on micro blogging
website Twitter, next only to
U.S. President Barack Obama
and the Pope.

• Mr. Modi, who overtook
Indonesian President S.B.
Yudhoyono on Thursday, has
5.09 million followers. Mr.
Obama has 43.9 million
followers, while the Pope has
over 14 million and Yudhoyono
has 5.08 million.

• This shows how Mr. Modi has
been actively using Twitter to
connect with the masses
reinforcing the tool of digital
diplomacy in a larger context
making the social media
platform a powerful channel for
communicating and engaging
with all Indians across the
country.

Government favours AadhaarGovernment favours AadhaarGovernment favours AadhaarGovernment favours AadhaarGovernment favours Aadhaar

• In a bid to clear confusion and
duplication between the
National Population Register
(NPR) and Aadhaar cards, the
NDA government has decided
to explore the possibility of a
synergy between the two
ambitious projects of the
previous UPA government.

• The issue was discussed at a
high-level meeting, convened
by Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh and attended by
Law and Justice and Telecom
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
and Minister of State for
Planning Rao Inderjit Singh. The
meeting discussed how the
two could be made
“complementary.

• The issue will now be
discussed by officials of all
Ministries concerned and a way
will be found soon.

• The Home Ministry has already
suggested that the NPR and
Aadhaar schemes be merged
under the Registrar General of
India (RGI) or division of work
between the two should be in
such a way that enrolment is
done entirely by NPR while the
Unique Identification Authority
of India (UIDAI), which runs
Aadhaar, carries out
reduplication ahead of
generating the unique number.

• The UIDAI was set up by the
UPA government in 2009
under the chairmanship of
Nandan Nilekani. It comes
under the Planning
Commission.

Centre to sort out GSTCentre to sort out GSTCentre to sort out GSTCentre to sort out GSTCentre to sort out GST
compensationcompensationcompensationcompensationcompensation

• Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said the Centre would sort out
compensation issues with
States to ensure early roll-out
of Goods and Service Tax
(GST), a new indirect tax

regime that will subsume
various levies.

• After meeting State finance
ministers, he said there was a
broad consensus on
implementing the GST regime,
and efforts would be made to
sort out the pending issues,
especially with regard to
compensation for loss of
revenue.

ED books TyagiED books TyagiED books TyagiED books TyagiED books Tyagi

• The Enforcement Directorate
has registered a money
laundering case against retired
Air Chief Marshal S.P. Tyagi and
others in connection with the
alleged payment of over •21.4
million by AgustaWestland to
IDS Infotech India and its
erstwhile Tunisia subsidiary.

• Transferred in seven
instalments between 2007 and
2011, the money was allegedly
meant to pay kickbacks for the
Rs.3,700 crore VVIP chopper
deal. While IDS Infotech
allegedly received a total of
•2.14 million, the rest went to
IDS Tunisia.

Supreme Court stays orderSupreme Court stays orderSupreme Court stays orderSupreme Court stays orderSupreme Court stays order
Quashing VC’s AppointmentQuashing VC’s AppointmentQuashing VC’s AppointmentQuashing VC’s AppointmentQuashing VC’s Appointment

• The Supreme Court stayed an
order of the Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Court,
quashing the appointment of
Kalyani Mathivanan as Vice-
Chancellor of Madurai Kamaraj
University.
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• After hearing senior counsel
K.K. Venugopal, who appeared
for Ms. Kalyani, a Bench of
Justices S.J. Mukhopadhaya
and Ranjan Gogoi issued notice
to the respondents, including
the petitioner who got the
appointment quashed.

• Since 1965, Madurai Kamaraj
University, like every other
university in Tamil Nadu, had
prescribed no qualification for
appointment as Vice-
Chancellor, going instead by
the wisdom of the Chancellor
and the experience of the
search committee. The UGC
Regulations, introduced in
2010, upset the existing
mechanism, affecting the
federal structure of the
Constitution.

Goa Governor also QuitsGoa Governor also QuitsGoa Governor also QuitsGoa Governor also QuitsGoa Governor also Quits

• Goa Governor Bharat Vir
Wanchoo, who was quizzed by

a team of the Central Bureau of
Investigation as a “witness” in
AgustaWestland Chopper deal
scam, submitted his resignation
in the evening.

• He forwarded his resignation to
the President of India.The
Governor, a former chief of the
elite Special Protection Group,
recorded his statement as a
“witness” in the VVIP
helicopter case under Section
161 CrPC. Continuing its probe
into allegations of over Rs.360
crore bribe paid in the
purchase of VVIP helicopters,
a team of CBI comprising
officials from Mumbai and Delhi
recorded Mr. Wanchoo’s
statement.

• His questioning comes a week
after former West Bengal
Governor M.K. Narayanan was
quizzed by the CBI; Mr.
Narayanan resigned thereafter.

Maharashtra had the highestMaharashtra had the highestMaharashtra had the highestMaharashtra had the highestMaharashtra had the highest
number of police suicidesnumber of police suicidesnumber of police suicidesnumber of police suicidesnumber of police suicides

• Maharashtra has had the
highest number of recorded
suicides by police personnel in
the past year, according to
latest data released by the
National Crime Records Bureau.

• The State recorded 40 cases of
suicides by men in uniform in
2013, edging out Tamil Nadu
(31) and West Bengal (29) to
top the charts. Overall, 222
police suicides were reported
from all States last year.In 2012,
the State ranked second with
28 police suicides.

• Between 2006 and 2013, the
State reported 267 police
suicides, the highest among all
States including Uttar Pradesh,
which has the largest police
force in terms of sanctioned
strength. During the same time
period, Tamil Nadu stood

second with 216, while West
Bengal was a distant third with
96.

• Maharashtra has consistently
been among the two worst
performers for the past
decade.distant third with 96.
Maharashtra has consistently
been among the two worst
performers for the past decade.

Gujarat Governor KamlaGujarat Governor KamlaGujarat Governor KamlaGujarat Governor KamlaGujarat Governor Kamla
Beniwal transferredBeniwal transferredBeniwal transferredBeniwal transferredBeniwal transferred

• Gujarat Governor Kamla
Beniwal transferred to Mizoram
for the remainder of her term.

• Vakkom Purushothaman,
Governor of Mizoram, was
shifted and appointed as
Governor of Nagaland for the
rest of his term. However, Mr.
Purushothaman will continue to
hold the additional charge of
the office of the Governor of
Tripura.

• According to the
communiqué, Rajasthan
Governor Margaret Alva will
discharge the functions of the
Governor of Gujarat, in addition
to her own duties, until regular
arrangements are made. Her
tenure finishes in August.

• Among the names doing the
rounds for appointment as
Governors are BJP leaders Kesri
Nath Tripathi, Lalji Tandon from
U.P., Kailash Joshi from Madhya
Pradesh, V.K. Malhotra from
Delhi, O. Rajagopal from Kerala
and Balramji Dass Tandon from
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Punjab. Eminent jurist Soli
Sorabjee, who served as the
Attorney-General during NDA
rule, was also said to have been
shortlisted.

Government extends NDA’sGovernment extends NDA’sGovernment extends NDA’sGovernment extends NDA’sGovernment extends NDA’s
senior citizen pension schemesenior citizen pension schemesenior citizen pension schemesenior citizen pension schemesenior citizen pension scheme
for one more yearfor one more yearfor one more yearfor one more yearfor one more year

• Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana,
first introduced by the
previous NDA government has
been revived again for the
period of one year.

• Govt. also proposed setting up
a committee to examine
unclaimed amounts lying as
deposits in accounts of PPF,
Post Office and other saving
schemes and recommend how
this amount can be used to
protect and further financial
interests of the senior citizens.

Budget 2014 Highlights-Aim:Budget 2014 Highlights-Aim:Budget 2014 Highlights-Aim:Budget 2014 Highlights-Aim:Budget 2014 Highlights-Aim:
a second green revolutiona second green revolutiona second green revolutiona second green revolutiona second green revolution

• Government announced in its
Budget a technology-driven
second green revolution with
emphasis on higher
productivity and a “protein
revolution.”

• A Kisan TV channel will be
launched for providing real-
time information on new
techniques, water conservation
and organic farming.

• The agri-tech fund will be used
to make farming competitive
and profitable, develop agro-
technology and modernise
existing agri-business
infrastructure.

• Two more institutions on the
lines of the Indian Agriculture
Research Institute, Pusa, will be
set up in Assam and Jharkhand.

Housing for all by 2022 and Rs.Housing for all by 2022 and Rs.Housing for all by 2022 and Rs.Housing for all by 2022 and Rs.Housing for all by 2022 and Rs.
7,060 crore for 100 smart cities7,060 crore for 100 smart cities7,060 crore for 100 smart cities7,060 crore for 100 smart cities7,060 crore for 100 smart cities

• Finance Minister offered a tax
sop for homeowners by
extending the additional tax
incentive on home loans.

•  A sum of Rs. 4,000 crore has
been earmarked for National
Housing Bank with a view to
increase the flow of cheaper
credit for affordable housing to
the urban poor.

• Slum development has been
added to the list of Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
activities.

• Government announced 100
smart cities, which will be
enabled with the latest
technology like wi-fi
connectivity and infrastructure
and will have concepts such as
sustainability, walking spaces
and specialised domains.

Seven NewSeven NewSeven NewSeven NewSeven New
Dwarf Galaxies DiscoveredDwarf Galaxies DiscoveredDwarf Galaxies DiscoveredDwarf Galaxies DiscoveredDwarf Galaxies Discovered

• Astronomers have used a new
type of telescope made by
stitching together telephoto
lenses to discover seven new
dwarf galaxies.

• Their Dragonfly Telephoto
Array uses eight telephoto
lenses with special coatings
that suppress internally
scattered light, This makes the
telescope uniquely adept at
detecting the very diffuse, low
surface brightness.

• The previously unseen galaxies
may yield important insights
into dark matter and galaxy
evolution

• These are the same kind of
lenses that are used in sporting
events like the World Cup.

President Pranab MukherjeePresident Pranab MukherjeePresident Pranab MukherjeePresident Pranab MukherjeePresident Pranab Mukherjee
asks CPWD to become moreasks CPWD to become moreasks CPWD to become moreasks CPWD to become moreasks CPWD to become more
dynamicdynamicdynamicdynamicdynamic

• President Pranab Mukherjee
urged the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) under the
Ministry of Urban Development
to focus on areas where
innovation and modernisation
in the infrastructure sector.

• Speaking at a ceremony to mark
the 160 years of CPWD’s
service, Mr. Mukherjee urged
the organisation to evolve into
“a smarter, more dynamic and
highly professional
organisation”.

• He asked the Department to
aim at providing last mile
connectivity of rural roads,
health and educational
infrastructure, water supply
and sanitation and referring to
sustainable habitats as the
need of the hour and energy-
efficient building.

• He also completed the CPWD
for undertaking and
complementing challenging
assignments in the Rann of
Kutch, Thar Desert, in high
altitude areas of the Himalayas,
North-Eastern Region and also
in Afghanistan.

Pay revised wages forPay revised wages forPay revised wages forPay revised wages forPay revised wages for
MGNREGA, says SCMGNREGA, says SCMGNREGA, says SCMGNREGA, says SCMGNREGA, says SC

• The Supreme Court on Friday
directed all States to pay
workers under the Mahatma
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Gandhi National Rural Employment Act (MGNREGA) revised wages
as per the notification issued by the Centre in February this year.

Chhattisgarh, West Bengal,
Gujarat and Nagaland.

• Former Union Minister Ram Naik
appointed as Governor of Uttar
Pradesh and veteran Delhi
leader O.P. Kohli will move to
Gujarat as Governor.

• 80-year-old Mr. Naik has the rare
distinction of being the only
Minister who completed five
years as Petroleum and Natural
gas minister in one government.

• According to the
communique, Keshari Nath
Tripathi, a former Uttar Pradesh
Speaker will take over the post
of Governor in West Bengal.

• Balram Das Tandon, 87, founder
member of Jan Sangh in 1951,
was appointed Governor of
Chhatisgarh.

• Padmanabha Acharya, was
appointed as Governor of
Nagaland.

Warship damaged in mishap,Warship damaged in mishap,Warship damaged in mishap,Warship damaged in mishap,Warship damaged in mishap,
Navy orders probeNavy orders probeNavy orders probeNavy orders probeNavy orders probe

• INS Kuthar, a Khukri class
corvette, suffered damage
while entering the harbour of a
naval base in the Andamans.

• It is the 15th reported mishap
involving naval personnel and
assets after the sinking of the
Russian-origin submarine INS

• It further asked the government
to find a way out to end the
disparity between the wages
paid under the MGNREGA and
State-mandated rates under
the Minimum Wages Act.

• As per the February 13, 2014
notification issued by the
Ministry of Rural Development,
the wages per day to be paid
by the States and Union
Territories range from Rs. 156
in Uttarakhand to Rs. 236 in
Haryana.

INS Kamorta handed over toINS Kamorta handed over toINS Kamorta handed over toINS Kamorta handed over toINS Kamorta handed over to
Navy and Navy gets its largestNavy and Navy gets its largestNavy and Navy gets its largestNavy and Navy gets its largestNavy and Navy gets its largest
destroyerdestroyerdestroyerdestroyerdestroyer

• INS Kamorta, the first in series
of anti-submarine corvettes
indigenously built by Kolkata
based Garden Reach
Shipbuilders & Engineers Ltd.

(GRSE), was handed over to
Indian Navy.

• It is first Indian Naval warship
ever built in the country with
almost 90 per cent of
indigenous content.

• The Indian Navy has got its
largest-ever destroyer after the
addition of the 163 metre-long
vessel Kolkata (D63).

• Kolkata (D63) is India’s first
domestically built guided
missile destroyer to feature a
Western-style air search radar
and stealth technology.

• Kolkata has an all-round
capability against enemy
submarines, surface warships,
anti-ship missiles and fighter
aircraft.

• It incorporates modern
weapons and sensors having
advanced information warfare
suite, an auxiliary control
system with sophisticated
power distribution architecture
and modular crew quarters.

Ram Naik is new UP Governor,Ram Naik is new UP Governor,Ram Naik is new UP Governor,Ram Naik is new UP Governor,Ram Naik is new UP Governor,
O.P. Kohli for GujaratO.P. Kohli for GujaratO.P. Kohli for GujaratO.P. Kohli for GujaratO.P. Kohli for Gujarat

• New governors have been
appointed in Uttar Pradesh,
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Sindhurakshak in August last
year in which all the 18
personnel on board were
killed.

• INS Kuthar is understood to be
part of the fleet of the
V i s h a k h a p a t n a m - b a s e d
Eastern Naval Command,
which is in-charge of
operations in Bay of Bengal and
areas beyond it.

• The spate of accidents in the
Navy resulted in the resignation
of former Navy Chief Admiral
D.K. Joshi, who took moral
responsibility for the accidents.

Parliament passes bill onParliament passes bill onParliament passes bill onParliament passes bill onParliament passes bill on
Polavaram projectPolavaram projectPolavaram projectPolavaram projectPolavaram project

• Parliament on Monday passed
a bill to facilitate transfer of 205
villages spread across seven
mandals in the newly formed
State of Telangana to the
residual state of Andhra
Pradesh for the multi-purpose
Polavaram irrigation project.

• The bill, approved by Lok
Sabha last week, was opposed
by members of the House from
Telangana and the States of
Odisha and Chattisgarh on the
plea that it would cause
unwarranted displacement of
52 thousand scheduled caste
families from the three States.

• The project is a difficult project
to implement as it involves
massive resettlement. It is on par
with Sardar Sarovar Dam (in
Gujarat) and Indira Sagar
project in Madhya Pradesh.

SC Constitution Bench toSC Constitution Bench toSC Constitution Bench toSC Constitution Bench toSC Constitution Bench to
decide on ‘living will’ to diedecide on ‘living will’ to diedecide on ‘living will’ to diedecide on ‘living will’ to diedecide on ‘living will’ to die
with dignitywith dignitywith dignitywith dignitywith dignity

• A five-judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court
will take up for consideration a
petition seeking to declare the
execution of a ‘living will’ of

persons, suffering from chronic
terminal diseases and likely to
go into a permanent vegetative
state, to refuse treatment to
pave way for their death.

• Petition was filled by NGO
Common Cause.

• AG Mr. Rohatgi said the issue
had lot of legal, social and moral
aspects concerning the
humanity as a whole. He said
right to die merely because of
pain and suffering would not
be in the interest of society as
it was against public policy.

• Ruling in ‘Aruna Shanbaug’s
case’ decided that passive
euthanasia is wrong.

• In November 2012 the Law
Commission had submitted a
report relating to passive
euthanasia and ‘living will’.

States want review of keyStates want review of keyStates want review of keyStates want review of keyStates want review of key
provisions in Land Acquisitionprovisions in Land Acquisitionprovisions in Land Acquisitionprovisions in Land Acquisitionprovisions in Land Acquisition
ActActActActAct

• A conference of state revenue
ministers recently suggested
wide-ranging changes to dilute
the Land acquisition act, and
chief among them was to re-
examine the consent clause, as
ownership of land rests with

the government in Public
Private Partnership (PPP)
projects, and also scrap the
mandatory social impact
assessment (SIA).

• Kerala felt that obtaining
consent of land owners prior to
preliminary notification was a
herculean task as the
identification of land owners at
such initial stages may pose a
problem.

• Madhya Pradesh felt that the
provision of consent from 70
per cent land owners in case
of PPP projects should either
be deleted or eased out.

• States also want to do away
with the mandatory social
impact assessment (SIA) study
prescribed in the act and
should be confined to large
projects or PPP projects as it
may delay the acquisition
process, which is called the
Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement, 2013.

• States also wanted the
definition of “affected family”
in the act to be re examined as
it is very elaborate and includes
livelihood losers working in the
affected area for three years
prior to the acquisition of land
and whose primary source of
livelihood is affected.

•· The clause specifying sharing
of 40 per cent enhanced cost
with original land owners when
the land is transferred on
higher consideration should be
deleted as it leads to disputes,
states felt.

NCW backs amendments toNCW backs amendments toNCW backs amendments toNCW backs amendments toNCW backs amendments to
Juvenile Justice ActJuvenile Justice ActJuvenile Justice ActJuvenile Justice ActJuvenile Justice Act

• National Commission for
Women (NCW) chairperson
Mamta Sharma on Wednesday
said the Commission would
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back amendments to the
Juvenile Justice Act to ensure
proper punishment in rape
cases.

• Ms Sharma reiterated that times
were changing and keeping in
mind that 45 per cent of the
registered rape cases were
perpetrated by juveniles,
amendments were necessary in
the law.

• Union Minister for Women and
Child Development said
juveniles committing rape
should be tried as adults, the
National Commission of
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) and child rights
groups had opposed it.

• Uttar Pradesh reported the
highest number cases against
women at 8252, with Delhi
coming second with 2000
cases and Haryana -864 cases.

• She also called for a Code of
Conduct for Parliamentarians.

• The NCW is also short of funds
and last year the annual budget
was down to Rs nine crore, half
of which goes for salaries.

SC/ST Amendment bill sent toSC/ST Amendment bill sent toSC/ST Amendment bill sent toSC/ST Amendment bill sent toSC/ST Amendment bill sent to
standing committeestanding committeestanding committeestanding committeestanding committee

• A Bill that makes it a punishable
offence for public servants to
“wilfully neglect” duties on
matters relating to atrocities
against Scheduled Castes and
Tribes was referred to a
Standing Committee.

• The Bill replaces an Ordinance
that states that if a non-SC/ST
public servant wilfully neglects
duties required to be
performed under this Act, he
or she shall be punished with
imprisonment for a term from
six months to one year.

• The Bill also makes provisions
for States to set up special
courts to try offences under the
Act.

Kharif production may fall due to deficient monsoonKharif production may fall due to deficient monsoonKharif production may fall due to deficient monsoonKharif production may fall due to deficient monsoonKharif production may fall due to deficient monsoon

• Kharif production is likely to be
lower by about 10 million
tonnes owing to deficient and
poorly distributed southwest
monsoon.

• The worst hit will be soyabean,
cotton and groundnut harvest
in key growing States such as
Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh.

• However, rice output will be
unaffected as rainfall has been
better in northeast India, and
North India has good irrigation
facilities.

• Monsoon is lower by 41 per
cent with 53 per cent
departure from normal in north-
west India and 55 per cent
lower in central India.

Centre seeks to allay fears ofCentre seeks to allay fears ofCentre seeks to allay fears ofCentre seeks to allay fears ofCentre seeks to allay fears of
civil services aspirantscivil services aspirantscivil services aspirantscivil services aspirantscivil services aspirants

• The Union government on
Wednesday said that it was
working to address the
concerns of those aspiring for
a career in the civil services and
had sought a report that would
be used to draw a road map for
the future with respect to the
recruitment examination
conducted by the Union

Public Service Commission.
• Union Minister of State in the

Prime Minister’s Office said the
government had asked a three-
member committee set up in
March to expedite submission
of the report.

• On Tuesday, the Centre urged
the commission to consider
postponing the Civil Services
Aptitude Test (CSAT), part of
the preliminary examination
scheduled for August 24, until
“clarity” emerged on the
syllabus and its pattern.

Govt to extend Ganga actionGovt to extend Ganga actionGovt to extend Ganga actionGovt to extend Ganga actionGovt to extend Ganga action
plan to major riversplan to major riversplan to major riversplan to major riversplan to major rivers

• The government on Thursday
said that based on the outcome
of the action plan on Ganga, it
may extend it to other major
rivers of the country.
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• Central assistance is being
provided to states under two
schemes — Repair, Renovation
and Restoration (RRR) of Water
Bodies and Flood Management
Programme (FMP) during 12th
Plan.

• Under the RRR scheme, a total
of 3341 water bodies were
taken up for restoration in 12
states, out of which 2033 water
bodies have been completed
till date. Under the FMP, a total
of 420 workers were approved
during XI Plan out of which 252
works were completed.

Modi government to go withModi government to go withModi government to go withModi government to go withModi government to go with
UPA policy on FDI in retailUPA policy on FDI in retailUPA policy on FDI in retailUPA policy on FDI in retailUPA policy on FDI in retail

• The Narendra Modi
Government is unlikely to
rescind the foreign direct
investment (FDI) policy for
multi-brand retail that the
Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance
government had notified.

• The decision to continue with
the UPA Government’s policy
has been taken as the Centre
does not want to deny the
freedom of choice that the
notified FDI rules gives to States
for choosing whether or not to
let foreign retailers set up shop.

• The Modi Government also
decided to carry on with the
UPA Government’s initiative of
Aadhaar card for targetted
schemesbut new Government

will issue Aadhaar numbers to
Indian citizens only.

CAG files adverse report onCAG files adverse report onCAG files adverse report onCAG files adverse report onCAG files adverse report on
PPP projectsPPP projectsPPP projectsPPP projectsPPP projects

• The Comptroller and Auditor-
General of India (CAG) has
picked holes in the way the
Public Private Partnership
(PPP) was handled in two vital
infrastructure sectors.

• The Mumbai airport and three
of the Railways projects mostly
faulted on procedural grounds.

• In case of the Mumbai airport,
the CAG has asked the
government to review the
operator’s performance
because when project cost
had doubled, the gap was
filled by asking passengers to
shell out a development cess.

• On the other hand, the revenue
share of another consortium
member — the public sector
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) — was “set to decline
with the outsourcing of
activities as noticed in the case
of domestic and international
cargo activities and the Airport
Hotel project.”

• Railway projects include a
railway line to a port, something
that new Railway Minister D. V.
Sadananda Gowda hopes to
promote in a big way to solve
the ‘last mile problem’.

• A CAG report on the Railways ,
said it had violated rules while
selecting private players. Also,
the Railways did not formulate

any model agreement for
execution of the projects
within the time frame nor did it
adopt the model prescribed
by the Planning Commission for
PPP projects.

Activists: WHO advisory onActivists: WHO advisory onActivists: WHO advisory onActivists: WHO advisory onActivists: WHO advisory on
MSM needs rethinkMSM needs rethinkMSM needs rethinkMSM needs rethinkMSM needs rethink

• Activists working on gay and
transgender rights feel the new
guidelines from the World
Health Organisation (WHO) on
HIV services for key groups
have not been very well
thought out specially in the
context of providing anti-
retroviral therapy (ART) to men
who have sex with men (MSM).

• The WHO in a news release on
July 11 for the first time strongly
recommended that men who
have sex with men consider
taking antiretroviral medicines
as an additional method of
preventing HIV infection
alongside the use of condoms.

• Rates of HIV infection among
men who have sex with men
remain high almost everywhere
and new prevention options
are urgently needed, the WHO
said.

• In India, the numbers of MSM
was much lesser than other
countries, compared to the
population size.

• ART is being given to those
with CD 4 cell counts below
350 (CD4 cells or T-cells are the
cells that send signals to
activate your body’s immune
response when they detect
viruses or bacteria).

• The National Aids Control
Programme (NACP) IV aims to
provide universal access to free
ART to all those who require it.

• The WHO warned that failure
to provide adequate HIV
services for key groups – men
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who have sex with men,
people in prison, people who
inject drugs, sex workers and
transgenders – threatens global
progress on the HIV response.

Special court to hear coalSpecial court to hear coalSpecial court to hear coalSpecial court to hear coalSpecial court to hear coal
scam cases: SCscam cases: SCscam cases: SCscam cases: SCscam cases: SC

• The Supreme Court decided to
set up a special court to try
cases arising from the coal
block allocation scam and also
appoint a special public
prosecutor to lead the cases
there.

• The petitioner NGO common
cause and CBI both accepted
the name of Gopal
Subramanium as the special
prosecutor.

• Court on Friday issued notice
to seven private and public
sector companies on central
government’s plea seeking
transfer, to apex court of all
cases, challenging the
cancellation of coal blocks
allocated to them, pending
before various high courts.

Chasing black money, IndiaChasing black money, IndiaChasing black money, IndiaChasing black money, IndiaChasing black money, India
gets Swiss invite forgets Swiss invite forgets Swiss invite forgets Swiss invite forgets Swiss invite for
discussionsdiscussionsdiscussionsdiscussionsdiscussions

• Swiss authorities have invited
Indian officials to Berne to
discuss further cooperation in
these matters.

• Switzerland has been refusing
to share details on names
obtained by Indian authorities
through other countries, namely
France and Germany, saying

they figured in lists stolen by
certain ex-employees of the
concerned banks and no
details can be shared on the
basis of illegally-obtained
information.

• Typically, there are two types
of information exchange
frameworks followed by Swiss
authorities — ‘spontaneous’
exchange where details are
given voluntarily to a foreign
country if any irregularity is
found with regard to a foreign
client; and exchange of
information in reply to a
request.

• A high-level delegation from
Switzerland had held
discussions on tax matters with
the Indian government officials
in New Delhi in February this
year.

• Latest data from the Swiss
National Bank showed that total
money of Indians in Swiss
banks increased to Rs. 14,100
crore at the end of 2013, from
Rs. 8,547 crore a year ago.

• Following amendments to the
Double Taxation Avoidance
Convention (DTAC) with
Switzerland in October 2011,
India has made several requests
seeking information about its
nationals holding bank
accounts in Swiss Banks.

• Google must adhere to map
restriction policy’

• Surveyor-General of India
Swarna Subba Rao said

“Google, which has been
populating geospatial data in
the cyber space for some time,
has to follow the law of the land
and adhere to the map
restriction policy of the
country”.

• Map restriction policy of the
country does not allow
detailed maps of defence and
sensitive locations to be
available in public domain.

• The Government of India has
specific guidelines laid down
with regard to publication of
maps in the public domain and
all the maps have to be vetted
by defence authorities before
being published and Google
has refused to follow it.

• The Survey of India is
redefining vertical data of the
country and in due course
benchmarks like the mean sea
level may be corrected in line
with the new data.

• The work on building the
national reference framework
for the purpose of creating an
indigenous land based GIS
system is going on and it would
take time to be completed.

Combing operations steppedCombing operations steppedCombing operations steppedCombing operations steppedCombing operations stepped
up in Maoist-affected districtsup in Maoist-affected districtsup in Maoist-affected districtsup in Maoist-affected districtsup in Maoist-affected districts

• Combing operations have
been stepped up in Maoist-
affected Ganjam, Gajapati and
Kandhamal districts of Odisha
following the arrest of top left
wing extremist leader
Sabyasachi Panda.

• Police suspect that Maoist
cadres from neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh were still active in
Kandahmal-Gajapati-Rayagada
and Rayagada-Kandhamal-
Kalahandi border areas.

• OMP, which had been formed
by Panda in 2012, had been



National IssuesNational IssuesNational IssuesNational IssuesNational Issues

 http://www.civilservicesmentor.com 1616161616 http://www.iasexamportal.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

dominating the southern
districts of Ganjam, Gajapati,
Kandhamal, Rayagada and
Nayagarh during the last several
years and the rebel is believed
to have been involved in over
60 different cases in these
districts.

Central government officialsCentral government officialsCentral government officialsCentral government officialsCentral government officials
to declare assets under newto declare assets under newto declare assets under newto declare assets under newto declare assets under new
Lokpal rulesLokpal rulesLokpal rulesLokpal rulesLokpal rules

• The Union government has
notified rules on declaration of
assets and liabilities of its
employees under the Lokpal
Act.

• Though system of declaration
of assets and liabilities has
been in vogue, the Lokpal Act
seeks to systematise it with
additional information.

• As per the new rules notified
by the government, its
employees have to file returns
with details on cash in hand,
bank deposits, investment in
bonds, debentures, shares and
units in companies or mutual
funds, insurance policies,
provident fund, personal loans
and advance given to a person
or any entity, among others.

• The returns should give
information about spouses as
well. The employees’ need to
declare motor vehicles, aircraft,
yachts or ships, gold and silver
jewellery and bullion

possessed by them, their
spouses and dependent
children, according to the
form.

• The employees also to have to
give details of their immovable
properties along with
statement of debts and other
liabilities on first appointment
or as on March 31 of every
financial year.

Government promisesGovernment promisesGovernment promisesGovernment promisesGovernment promises
broadband facility in everybroadband facility in everybroadband facility in everybroadband facility in everybroadband facility in every
vil lagevil lagevil lagevil lagevil lage

• The Centre on Monday
promised to extend
broadband facility to every
village in the country with the
active cooperation of State
governments.

• More than 1.34 lakh internet

enabled centres have been set
up in rural areas to promote and
develop information
technology in rural areas of the
country.

• Problem of unavailability of
bandwidth and regional
language barrier have
impeded thee-governance
initiatives in India, government
said availability of bandwidth
to important places will be
done on priority basis.

• Mobile web in regional
languages also has many
challenges such as character
encoding, bandwidth cost,
presentation issues, device
limitations, lack of
standardisation, fonts,
backward compatibility with
legacy devices, rendering
issues, lack of availability for all
characters, issue of multiple
scripts, standardization of glyph
support, syllable composition
and logic dependency on
implementation level of
handset manufacturer.

India home to one in every three child brides in world: UNIndia home to one in every three child brides in world: UNIndia home to one in every three child brides in world: UNIndia home to one in every three child brides in world: UNIndia home to one in every three child brides in world: UN

• According to a United Nations
report, India has the sixth
highest prevalence of child
marriages in the world, with

one in every three child bride
living in India.

• Child marriage among girls is
most common in South Asia and
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sub—Saharan Africa and India
is among the top 10 countries
with the highest rates of child
marriage.

• Worldwide, more than 700
million women alive today were
married as children or before
their 18th birthday.

• In India, about 27 per cent of
women aged 20 to 49 years
were married before age 15.
About 31 per cent of women
in that age group were married
after age 15 but before they
turned 18.

• The report added that in India,
the median age at first marriage
is 19.7 years for women in the
richest quintile compared to
15.4 for the poorest women.

Shipping firms needn’t renewShipping firms needn’t renewShipping firms needn’t renewShipping firms needn’t renewShipping firms needn’t renew
licences every yearlicences every yearlicences every yearlicences every yearlicences every year

• The Ministry of Shipping has
decided to reduce paperwork
by scrapping the requirement
of annual renewal of licenses
for Indian ships and any other
vessel charted by an Indian
citizen or company.

• Such licences will now be
issued with a life-time fee
instead of annual fee but the
licence will be co-terminus
with the certificate of Registry
of the Ship.

• The decision also provides for
all the five Registrars of Ships at
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Goa
and Cochin to issue these
licenses under the provisions of
the Merchant Shipping
Act,1958.

‘Force-feeding’ by Shiv Sena‘Force-feeding’ by Shiv Sena‘Force-feeding’ by Shiv Sena‘Force-feeding’ by Shiv Sena‘Force-feeding’ by Shiv Sena
MP’s rocks ParliamentMP’s rocks ParliamentMP’s rocks ParliamentMP’s rocks ParliamentMP’s rocks Parliament

• Parliament was rocked over
reports of 11 Shiv Sena MPs,
incensed at not being served
Maharashtrian food, forcing a
Muslim catering supervisor to
break his Ramzan fast at the

New Maharashtra Sadan in New
Delhi.

• Opposition MPs protested in
both Houses of Parliament,
even as Parliamentary Affairs
Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu
dismissed the allegations as
“unsubstantiated”.

Whistleblowers toWhistleblowers toWhistleblowers toWhistleblowers toWhistleblowers to
Get Security from Govt.Get Security from Govt.Get Security from Govt.Get Security from Govt.Get Security from Govt.

• Whistleblowers or people
exposing corruption can get
security from the government,
The government has
authorised Chief Vigilance
Officers (CVOs) of ministries or
departments of the Central
Government as designated
authority to receive any written
complaint or disclosure on any
allegation of corruption or
misuse of office in respect of
any employee working under
them.

• If the designated authority in
the ministries or departments,
either on the application of the
complainant, or on the basis of
the information gathered, is of
the opinion that the
complainant needs protection,
the designated authority shall
take up the matter with the
Central Vigilance Commission
for issuing appropriate
directions to the authorities
concerned.

• The Commission, after receipt
of such reference from the
designated authority, takes up
the matter with the Ministry of
Home Affairs, the nodal agency,

to undertake the responsibility
of providing security cover to
the genuine whistleblowers.

Fewer Girls-onlyFewer Girls-onlyFewer Girls-onlyFewer Girls-onlyFewer Girls-only
Families now, Says ReportFamilies now, Says ReportFamilies now, Says ReportFamilies now, Says ReportFamilies now, Says Report

• In the context of falling sex
ratios in India, a United Nations
report points to a new level of
‘daughter aversion,’ most
starkly visible in the negligible
number of girls-only families in
some parts of the country.

• The report,”Sex Ratios and
Gender Based Sex Selection,
History Debates and Future
Directions”, which reviews
existing studies, says it’s time
to look at girls-only families,
which are starting to disappear
— they are only two per cent
in Haryana, Punjab and
Rajasthan.

• Contemporary India is
witnessing a highly gendered
version of fertility decline in
northwest India.

• Families are planning to have
at least one son and at most one
daughter. It points to
institutions and personnel
directly mediating sex ratios at
birth, for example clinics and
medical practitioners, as an
important area for research.

India to Place SpecialIndia to Place SpecialIndia to Place SpecialIndia to Place SpecialIndia to Place Special
Emphasis on Neighbourhood:Emphasis on Neighbourhood:Emphasis on Neighbourhood:Emphasis on Neighbourhood:Emphasis on Neighbourhood:
SushmaSushmaSushmaSushmaSushma

• India will place special
emphasis on its
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neighbourhood, stretching
from West Asia to East Asia,
while playing a role to fulfill its
international responsibilities to
build a peaceful and
prosperous world.

• In the emerging global
environment, it is essential for
India to pursue pro—active
and broad—based
international engagement to
advance our national
development and security and
to fulfill our international
responsibilities to build a
peaceful and prosperous
world.

India keen on WTOIndia keen on WTOIndia keen on WTOIndia keen on WTOIndia keen on WTO
endorsement on food subsidyendorsement on food subsidyendorsement on food subsidyendorsement on food subsidyendorsement on food subsidy

• India is unlikely to allow
ratification of a trade facilitation
protocol at a crucial World
Trade Organisation (WTO)
meeting in Geneva, if it does
not simultaneously endorse its
concerns about food subsidies
to feed its poor.

• Most developed countries are
pressuring India to drop its
demand on food subsidy and
endorse only the protocol for
trade facilitation agreed upon
December by WTO members
in Bali last year, If India drops
its demand, it risks facing legal
action by WTO members in
case its food subsidy exceeds
10 per cent of the total

production value of a basic
agricultural commodity.

• New Delhi has gained the
support of several developing
countries, small and big alike,
which might find themselves in
a similar quandary.

• However, the Geneva meet
won’t be the last word on the
subject because even if there
is no unanimity on Thursday,
there is still a week left for the
deadline for signing the trade
facilitation protocol to end.

Include third gender childrenInclude third gender childrenInclude third gender childrenInclude third gender childrenInclude third gender children
in schools: HRD Ministryin schools: HRD Ministryin schools: HRD Ministryin schools: HRD Ministryin schools: HRD Ministry

• The Union Human Resource
Development (HRD) Ministry
has advised all States and
Union Territories (UTs), barring
Jammu and Kashmir, to take
appropriate action for the
inclusion of “third gender’’
children among socially and
educationally backward
classes for admission in
educational institutions under
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
(SSA).

• Supreme Court ordered to treat
and grant legal recognition to
the “third gender”. The Court
had directed the Centre and
States to take steps to treat
transgenders as socially and
educationally backward
classes and extend reservation
for admission in educational

institutions and for public
appointments.

• The affirmative action provided
for transgenders under the SSA
is aimed at pushing up their
literacy levels, which is around
44 per cent as opposed to the
national average of 74 per cent
as recorded in the 2011
Census.

Congress ineligible for LoPCongress ineligible for LoPCongress ineligible for LoPCongress ineligible for LoPCongress ineligible for LoP
post, says A-Gpost, says A-Gpost, says A-Gpost, says A-Gpost, says A-G

• Attorney-General Mukul
Rohatgi, on a reference from
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan,
holding that the Congress was
not eligible for the status.

• Mr. Rohatgi said the Congress
lacked the requisite one-tenth
strength of the Lok Sabha (55
in a House of 545). Mr. Rohatgi’s
opinion is not binding on the
Speaker.

• The Leader of the Opposition,
which is of the rank of a Cabinet
Minister, is a member of panels
that select candidates for key
Constitutional posts.

Govt. mulls use of radiationGovt. mulls use of radiationGovt. mulls use of radiationGovt. mulls use of radiationGovt. mulls use of radiation
tech to preserve vegetablestech to preserve vegetablestech to preserve vegetablestech to preserve vegetablestech to preserve vegetables

• The government proposes to
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adopt radiation technology
developed by the Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre
(BARC) for improving the shelf-
life of fruits and vegetables
especially onions, potatoes and
tomatoes to address the issue
of supply side shortage that
often results in price rise.

• Radioactive technology had
been available in the country
for some time and already in use
in Maharashtra, though on a
small scale, Safety concerns
should be taken care of as
existing norms do not permit
radiation above a permissible
limit.

• Food irradiation is a physical
process in which food and farm
commodities, in pre-packed
form or in bulk, are exposed to
controlled radiation energy to
prevent sprouting, delay
ripening, kill insects, pests,
pathogenic and spoilage
micro-organisms.

Budget Passed inBudget Passed inBudget Passed inBudget Passed inBudget Passed in
Lok Sabha by Voice VoteLok Sabha by Voice VoteLok Sabha by Voice VoteLok Sabha by Voice VoteLok Sabha by Voice Vote

• The Lok Sabha on Friday
passed the Finance Bill, 2014
by voice vote giving effect to
the legislative tax proposals in
the Budget.

• In Budget debate ahead of its
passage in Lok Sabha, the
Finance Minister reiterated the
Government’s intent to fulfil its
promise of bringing back
money stowed away in foreign
banks.

• Mr. Jaitley also said that the
NDA Government will not be a
high-tax government as it
intends to create more jobs,
industry and give a fillip to
economy.

• Referring to the GAAR, the
Minister said he will take a final
call on contentious issue at a
later date and said to revive
investor’s sentiment which had
been damaged by
retrospective amendment to
the Income Tax.

• Union Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley clarified that the higher
long term capital gains tax rate
of 20 per cent on non-equity
mutual funds passed as part of
the Budget would come into
effect from July 1o onwards
instead of April 1. The Provision
to raise the holding period for
unlisted shares and debt funds
units to 36 months from 12
months for them to qualify as
long-term capital assets will also
take effect July 10 onwards.

President inaugurates museumPresident inaugurates museumPresident inaugurates museumPresident inaugurates museumPresident inaugurates museum
at Rashtrapati Bhavanat Rashtrapati Bhavanat Rashtrapati Bhavanat Rashtrapati Bhavanat Rashtrapati Bhavan

• President Pranab Mukherjee,
who completed two years in
office, inaugurated a museum
with fibre-glass statues of
former Presidents within the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

• The Museum has an interactive
zone where visitors can learn
more about former Presidents
and see audio-video clippings
related to them.

• The President also inaugurated
a ‘Knowledge Hub’ in the Dr.
Rajendra Prasad Sarvodaya
Vidyalaya within the
Rashtrapati Bhavan and 16
serviced apartments. The
‘Knowledge Hub’ will be a
space for innovative teaching
and learning practices and use
collaborative, interactive
pedagogical practices to help
teachers connect to the world
outside their classroom.

Monsoon improving, normalMonsoon improving, normalMonsoon improving, normalMonsoon improving, normalMonsoon improving, normal
rainfall likely in August: IMDrainfall likely in August: IMDrainfall likely in August: IMDrainfall likely in August: IMDrainfall likely in August: IMD

• In a forecast that would bring
cheer to vast swathes of the
country, weather officials have
said that the momentum
picked up by southwest
monsoon in July is likely to
continue in August with normal
rainfall expected next month.

• While July is likely to receive
rainfall of 93 per cent of the
long period average (LPA),
rainfall of 96 per cent of the LPA
is expected in August.

• According to the India
Meteorological Department,
96-104 per cent of the LPA
means normal rainfall whereas
90-96 makes for below normal
monsoon showers.

PM reviews infrastructurePM reviews infrastructurePM reviews infrastructurePM reviews infrastructurePM reviews infrastructure
projects progressprojects progressprojects progressprojects progressprojects progress

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had his second monthly
meeting on the setting of
targets and monitoring of
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progress in the implementation
of key projects with the
Secretaries of infrastructure
ministries including roads,
power, telecom and railways.

• Mr. Modi has introduced a
system of monthly setting of
targets and weekly monitoring
of progress on them for
infrastructure projects.

• Infrastructure sector is a focus
area for the Modi government
and a key to its agenda for the
economy’s revival.

DoPT launches e-serviceDoPT launches e-serviceDoPT launches e-serviceDoPT launches e-serviceDoPT launches e-service
record system for govt.record system for govt.record system for govt.record system for govt.record system for govt.
employeesemployeesemployeesemployeesemployees

• With the objective to promote
a paperless regime and better
human resource management,
the Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) has
launched an e-service record
book portal for government
employees.

• Earlier documented in paper
files, the service record
provides information on various
portfolios and posts held by a
particular government
employee.

• In future, it would also prove to
be of great assistance in an
efficient management of
human resource. The system
can facilitate work allocation
based on the skills and
experiences of the employees
under consideration for a
particular post or department.

• The DoPT has also launched a
Basic Leadership Skills Module
for Central Secretariat Services
officers at the Institute of
Secretariat Training and
Management. The module is
expected to equip civil
servants with the skills that help
them function efficiently in a
complex and challenging
environment.

• A Learning Resource Centre has
also been set up with a
mandate to identify and adopt
the leading national and
international practices in the
field of training techniques and
technologies to strengthen the
Trainers Development
Programme, to develop a cadre
of high quality trainers.

Facebook extends closing ofFacebook extends closing ofFacebook extends closing ofFacebook extends closing ofFacebook extends closing of
WhatsApp acquisition by a yearWhatsApp acquisition by a yearWhatsApp acquisition by a yearWhatsApp acquisition by a yearWhatsApp acquisition by a year

• Social networking giant
Facebook has extended by a
year the closing of its landmark
$ 19 billion deal to acquire
instant messaging app
WhatsApp. The California-
based firm will have to pay
WhatsApp $ 1 billion in cash
and $ 1 billion in stock options
in case it fails to close the deal
in the stipulated time.

• Facebook said the acquisition
is subject to customary closing
conditions, including
regulatory approvals, and is
expected to close in the
second half of 2014.

• The firm added that at present
it expects that these conditions
will be satisfied and that “we
will extend the date to August
19, 2015.”

• The hefty transaction - which
includes $ 12 billion worth of
Facebook shares, $ 4 billion in
cash and $ 3 billion in restricted
stock units - will boost the
world’s biggest social network

presence by adding 450 million
users of WhatsApp, including
a significant number of youth.

Farmers deserve a standingFarmers deserve a standingFarmers deserve a standingFarmers deserve a standingFarmers deserve a standing
ovation: Narendra Modiovation: Narendra Modiovation: Narendra Modiovation: Narendra Modiovation: Narendra Modi

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday asked the scientific
community to set specific goals
for themselves to ensure that
lab research reaches farmers
and helps raise their incomes.

• Mr. Modi said that Indian
farmers deserve a standing
ovation for providing for the
nation and changing the face
of the country in the food and
farm sector. Yet, there is
potential for more not only in
crops but in fisheries and
animal husbandry.

• Bemoaning the supply-
demand gap in pulses and
edible oilseeds, Mr. Modi asked
scientists to dedicate
themselves in the research of
suitable variety so that the
country is not dependent on
import of these commodities.

• PM also highlighted the need
to conserve the water, he
sighted the example form the
history of Mahatama Gandhi.

• Collegium system should go’-
Law Ministry

• At a high-level meeting
between the Law Ministry and
eminent jurists , absolute
consensus was reached that
the collegium system should
go.
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• The meeting saw
parliamentarians and retired
Chief Justices of India
participating along with Union
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
and Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad, Law Commission
Chairperson Justice A.P. Shah,
Attorney-General Mukul
Rohatgi and Solicitor-General
Ranjit Kumar attended.

• The government was very clear
in its assurance that it did not
want to go back to the pre-
collegium system days when
the Executive had veto power
over judges’ appointments.

Members to 18 PanelsMembers to 18 PanelsMembers to 18 PanelsMembers to 18 PanelsMembers to 18 Panels
Appointed UnanimouslyAppointed UnanimouslyAppointed UnanimouslyAppointed UnanimouslyAppointed Unanimously

• NDA government managed the
appointments of members to
the various parliamentary
committees “unanimously.”

• All the parties agreed to
choose members through
consensus rather than insist on
an election, the last time such
an initiative was pulled off was
in 1984.

• Appointments have been
made to 18 parliamentary
committees and government
bodies, which include the
crucial committees – Public
Accounts Committee, Public
Estimates Committee, Public
Undertaking Committee – and
to the Committee on the
Welfare of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, Other
Backward Classes and the
Official Languages.

HSGPC: Centre may seekHSGPC: Centre may seekHSGPC: Centre may seekHSGPC: Centre may seekHSGPC: Centre may seek
Presidential referencePresidential referencePresidential referencePresidential referencePresidential reference

• The Centre is exploring the
option of making a Presidential
reference to the Supreme
Court for its opinion on the
validity of the controversial law

enacted by the Haryana
government to create a new
board to manage Sikh shrines
in Haryana.

• Attorney-General Mukul
Rohatgi gave an opinion that
the Haryana Sikh Gurdwaras
(Management) Bill, 2014,
which got the assent of the
then Governor on June 14, was
unconstitutional.

• Mr. Rohatgi told the Centre that
the Haryana Assembly did not
have the legislative
competence to pass the Bill as
the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925,
came under the Union List.

• The gurdwaras in Haryana are
managed by the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC). But, under
the new law passed by the
Assembly, 72 of them will be
managed by the Haryana Sikh
Gurdwara Prabhandhak
Committee, with the SGPC
losing control over them.

• According to the Punjab
government, the SGPC is an
“inter-State body” as defined
under Section 72 of the Punjab
Reorganisation Act, 1966,
indicating that its jurisdiction
extends beyond Punjab and its
members are elected from
places beyond the State’s
boundaries. And The move to
set up a separate committee in
Haryana was in contravention
with the provisions of the
Reorganisation Act, as it

affected the SGPC’s ‘inter-
State’ status.

Panel suggests separate lawPanel suggests separate lawPanel suggests separate lawPanel suggests separate lawPanel suggests separate law
to protect northeast peopleto protect northeast peopleto protect northeast peopleto protect northeast peopleto protect northeast people

• A separate law with specific
provisions to protect people
from the northeast living in
different parts of the country
along with amendment of
sections of IPC has been
suggested by M P Bezbaruah
committee that was set up after
increased attacks on citizens
from the region.

• Committee had recommended
a new law based on an
observation by Delhi High
Court which said one person
from a State must not be
discriminated in another State.

• The Bezbaruah Committee was
set up after the death of Nido
Tania, 20, following an
altercation with shopkeepers
and others at the Lajpat Nagar
in south Delhi in January. Last
week, another youth from
Manipur, Akha Salouni (29),
was killed after he was
allegedly beaten by a group of
five men in a suspected case
of road rage in Kotla
Mubarakpur in South Delhi.

Government mullsGovernment mullsGovernment mullsGovernment mullsGovernment mulls
Amendments to anti-dowry LawAmendments to anti-dowry LawAmendments to anti-dowry LawAmendments to anti-dowry LawAmendments to anti-dowry Law

• Keeping in view the rising
number of complaints
regarding the misuse of anti-
dowry law, the Centre is mulling
to introduce penal provisions
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in the Act that will ensure
punishment or penalty to those
who make false charges.

• Earlier this month, the Supreme
Court had directed the State
governments to instruct police
“not to automatically arrest
when a case under Section
498A of IPC (dowry
harassment) is registered but to
satisfy themselves about the
necessity for arrest under the
parameters laid down flowing
from Section 41 of Criminal
Procedure Code.”

• The Apex court had expressed

concern over the misuse of the
anti-dowry law by “disgruntled”
wives against her husband and
in-laws and noted that the Act
was being increasingly used to
harass in-laws.

• The amendments may include
widening the definition of
‘dowry’ by changing the words
‘in connection with marriage’
to ‘given before the marriage,
at the time of marriage and at
any time after the marriage’.

• Notifying the list of gifts
exchanged during the
wedding may also be made
mandatory and failure to do so
could invite heavy penalties
including a three-year jail term
not only to the bride and the
groom but also to their parents.

Increase compensation forIncrease compensation forIncrease compensation forIncrease compensation forIncrease compensation for
acid attack victims: SCacid attack victims: SCacid attack victims: SCacid attack victims: SCacid attack victims: SC

• The Supreme Court on Friday

issued notices to State
governments on steps taken to
enhance the rehabilitation and
monetary compensation
awarded to acid attack victims
struggling to survive and get
medical treatment.

• In February 6, 2013, the
Supreme Court in another case
had directed the government
to draft appropriate regulations
for sale of acid and
rehabilitation of victims.

• “There is laxity on your part.
Everyday, we have one or two
such incidents of acid attack,”
CJI Lodha observed.
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India amongIndia amongIndia amongIndia amongIndia among
Jihad Targets of ISISJihad Targets of ISISJihad Targets of ISISJihad Targets of ISISJihad Targets of ISIS

• Ibrahim Awwad al-Badri,
commander of the insurgent
group Islamic State of Iraq and
al-Shams (ISIS), has vowed war
against several countries,
including India, in a Ramzan
speech released online.

• The reference to India, the first
in an ISIS manifesto, raises new
concerns for the safety of the
almost hundred of its nations
trapped in Iraqi cities
controlled by the Islamist
group, which is battling the
governments of Iraq and Syria.

• The Ramzan speech by Mr al-
Badri — also known by the
pseudonym Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi — calls on believers
to take up arms during the
month of penitence, and
“terrify the enemies of Allah
and seek death in the places
where you expect to find it, for
the dunya (worldly life) will
come to an end”.

• “Muslims’ rights”, Mr. al-Badri
states in his speech, are forcibly
seized in China, India,
Palestine, Somalia, the Arabian
Peninsula, the Caucasus, Sham
(the Levant), Egypt, Iraq,

Indonesia, Afghanistan, the
Philippines, Ahvaz, Iran (by the
rafidah (shia)), Pakistan,
Tunisia, Libya, Algeria and
Morocco, in the East and in the
West.

Iraq’s New ParliamentIraq’s New ParliamentIraq’s New ParliamentIraq’s New ParliamentIraq’s New Parliament
Broke up in ChaosBroke up in ChaosBroke up in ChaosBroke up in ChaosBroke up in Chaos

• Iraq’s new Parliament broke up
in chaos, with lawmakers
threatening each other or
walking out despite global calls
for fractious politicians to form
a government needed to face
a Sunni militant onslaught.

• After a break called to calm
soaring tempers, so many Sunni
and Kurdish deputies stayed
away that the quorum was lost,
so a Speaker could not be
elected as was constitutionally
required, and the session
ended in disarray.

• Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s
bid for a third term has been
battered by the jihadist-led
offensive that has seized large
chunks of five provinces,
adding fuel to dissatisfaction
over persistent allegations of
sectarianism and monopolising
power.

• The latest crisis has alarmed
world leaders, displaced
hundreds of thousands of

people and polarised Iraq’s
Shia, Sunni and Kurdish
populations.

• The disunity quickly
manifested itself in what was
the opening session of a
parliament elected in April,
which included walkouts,
threats and confusion over the
constitution.

The European Court of HumanThe European Court of HumanThe European Court of HumanThe European Court of HumanThe European Court of Human
Rights upheld France’sRights upheld France’sRights upheld France’sRights upheld France’sRights upheld France’s
controversial burqacontroversial burqacontroversial burqacontroversial burqacontroversial burqa

• The European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) upheld France’s
controversial burqaban,
rejecting arguments that
outlawing full-face veils
breaches religious freedom.

• In a case brought by a 24-year-
old French woman with the
support of a British legal team,
the court ruled that France was
justified in introducing the ban
in the interests of social
cohesion.

• The court emphasised that
states should be allowed a
degree of discretion — “a wide
margin of appreciation” — on
a policy issue which is subject
to significant differences of
opinion. Two of the 17 judges
who spent several months
deliberating on the case

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES
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dissented from the majority
view that the ban did not
breach the European
Convention on Human Rights’
provisions protecting the
freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.

Japan’s DefenceJapan’s DefenceJapan’s DefenceJapan’s DefenceJapan’s Defence
Policy shift SlammedPolicy shift SlammedPolicy shift SlammedPolicy shift SlammedPolicy shift Slammed

• China has slammed the move
by Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe’s government to
reinterpret the country’s
Pacifist Constitution to enable
a wider role for the Japanese
military overseas, terming the
decision “a brutal violation” of
the spirit of the post-Second
World War Constitution.

• Mr. Abe’s Cabinet approved a
reinterpretation of the post-
war imposed Pacifist
Constitution that severely
limited the use of the Japanese
military, even when on overseas
peacekeeping missions. The
reinterpretation now allows for
“collective self-defence” that
would permit Japan to come to
the aid of its allies overseas.

• That the move came amid the
most heightened tensions
between China and Japan in
many years over disputed East
China Sea islands and questions
over war-time history has
prompted analysts in Beijing to
see the reinterpretation as
being directed at China.

• “The new policy raises doubts

about Japan’s approach to
peaceful development. We
urge Japan to sincerely respect
the rightful concerns of
neighbouring Asian countries,
diligently solve any related
issues, and not affect China’s
rights and the stability of the
region,Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hong Lei was
quoted as saying by the official
Xinhua news agency.

India Refuses toIndia Refuses toIndia Refuses toIndia Refuses toIndia Refuses to
Ratify TF ProtocolRatify TF ProtocolRatify TF ProtocolRatify TF ProtocolRatify TF Protocol

• Protesting against the
imbalance in favour of
developed countries at the
ongoing World Trade
Organisation (WTO)
negotiations at Geneva, India
on Wednesday broke away
from the consensus on the
Trade Facilitation (TF)
Protocol. India’s refusal to ratify
this agreement that has been
readied to their satisfaction as
a follow up to the Bali
Ministerial decisions of last
December has led to a
stalemate at the talks.

• In a strong statement India said
it will support the TF agreement
only if there is progress in
Geneva on mechanisms for
ensuring permanent protection
of the government’s Minimum
Support Price (MSP) against
the WTO’s subsidy caps.

• The new government is clear
that the MSP is a tool important
enough for us to take this stand
at the WTO.

• India has repeatedly
expressed concern over the
uneven pace of work at the
negotiations in Geneva over the
past few months but despite
that the imbalance in progress
has persisted.

Xi Jinping’sXi Jinping’sXi Jinping’sXi Jinping’sXi Jinping’s
Historic Sri Lanka VisitHistoric Sri Lanka VisitHistoric Sri Lanka VisitHistoric Sri Lanka VisitHistoric Sri Lanka Visit

• China’s President Xi Jinping will
this year become the first
Chinese head of state to visit
Sri Lanka in three decades,
underlining Beijing’s renewed
push to deepen its strategic
and economic presence in the
neighbourhood and in the
Indian Ocean.

• Mr. Xi’s visit was discussed in
Beijing this week as Sri Lankan
Minister of Economic
Development Basil Rajapaksa,
as the President’s Special
Envoy, met with the Chinese
leadership.

• The Chinese leader will
become the first President to
visit Sri Lanka since former
leader Li Xiannian in 1986. His
visit assumes significance in the
context of strengthening ties
between the two countries,
with China investing heavily in
the island nation.

• A $500 million- built port built
by the Chinese was
inaugurated in Colombo last
year giving Beijing a strong
foothold in one of the busiest
international shipping routes in
the world. With heavy
investment in infrastructure,
including in a massive port it
helped build in Hambantota
along Sri Lanka’s southern
coast, China is said to have
surpassed Japan and India as
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the biggest contributor to
investments in the island nation.

• Foreign policy experts have
often pointed to Sri Lanka
playing the “China card” against
India, which has invested in
some key projects in the
neighbouring country,
including a massive housing
project targeting 50,000 homes
in the war-torn north that it is
currently engaged in.

• For Chinese President Xi, Sri
Lanka has become a
particularly important country
as a crucial point on his
government’s signature
“maritime silk road” economic
initiative, which the President
unveiled in October in a bid to
boost maritime connectivity
and economic ties in the
neighbourhood.

Bomb exploded nearBomb exploded nearBomb exploded nearBomb exploded nearBomb exploded near
SomaliaSomaliaSomaliaSomaliaSomalia’s Parliament’s Parliament’s Parliament’s Parliament’s Parliament

• Several people were killed
when a powerful suicide car
bomb exploded near Somalia’s
Parliament in the capital
Mogadishu on Saturday, police
and witnesses said.

• Al-Qaeda-linked Shabab
rebels claimed responsibility
for the bombing, the latest in a
surge of attacks in Mogadishu
during Islam’s holy month of
Ramadan.

• A car loaded with explosives
was intercepted near the
Parliament and it went off.

• Police and witnesses at the
scene said three police officers

and the suicide bomber died
in the blast.

Germany Seeks SwiftGermany Seeks SwiftGermany Seeks SwiftGermany Seeks SwiftGermany Seeks Swift
Response on SpookResponse on SpookResponse on SpookResponse on SpookResponse on Spook

• German ministers called for a
swift response from the U.S. to
allegations of spying by a
suspected double agent,
which have raised fears of fresh
tensions between the two
allies.

• Interior Minister Thomas de
Maiziere in pre-released
excerpts from Monday’s Bild
newspaper called for a “quick
and clear” statement by the
U.S. on the allegations.

• Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier said in a tweet,
following reports of U..S spying
that have sparked anger in
Germany after revelations the
NSA allegedly tapped
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
phone. The U.S. ambassador,
who was called to a meeting at
the foreign ministry late on
Friday, had been told
Washington is expected to
shed light on the reports “as
quickly as possible.

• The 31-year-old employee of
the German foreign
intelligence agency known as
the BND arrested last week had
been working for the CIA for
around two years.

• “All signs indicate that he was
acting for the Americans,” the
Frankfurter Allgemeine
Sonntagszeitung (FAS) Sunday
newspaper quoted an

unnamed senior official at
Germany’s foreign intelligence
service as saying.

Iraqi officials analysingIraqi officials analysingIraqi officials analysingIraqi officials analysingIraqi officials analysing
Baghdadi videoBaghdadi videoBaghdadi videoBaghdadi videoBaghdadi video

• Iraqi officials are working to
determine the authenticity of a
video that purportedly shows
the leader of the Islamic
extremist group that has seized
large swaths of the country
delivering a sermon this week
in the nation’s second-largest
city, authorities.

• The 21-minute video said to
show Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,
the head of the Islamic State
group, was reportedly filmed
on Friday at the Great Mosque
in the northern city of Mosul. It
was released on at least two
websites known to be used by
the organisation and bore the
logo of its media arm.

Clashes on Syria-LebanonClashes on Syria-LebanonClashes on Syria-LebanonClashes on Syria-LebanonClashes on Syria-Lebanon
Border Kill SeveralBorder Kill SeveralBorder Kill SeveralBorder Kill SeveralBorder Kill Several

• Heavy clashes along the Syria-
Lebanon border killed several
people, including a number of
Hezbollah fighters and Syrian
rebels.
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• The area has long been a
flashpoint in the Syrian civil war.

• The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said the fighting left seven
Hezbollah fighters dead and
31 injured.

• The Iran-backed Hezbollah

openly joined the Syrian
conflict last year. The group’s
fighters have been instrumental
to President Bashar Assad’s
success on the battlefield,
tipping the balance of power
in the 3-year-old conflict in the
government’s favor.

Ukraine near Russian borderUkraine near Russian borderUkraine near Russian borderUkraine near Russian borderUkraine near Russian border

• A passenger plane carrying 295
people was shot down over a
town in the east of the Ukraine.
killing all 295 people aboard.

• Ukraine separatist group
blames Ukraine Air Force for
the incident. Pro-Russian
separatists have told Russian
news agency Ria that they are
willing to have up to 3-day
ceasefire in Ukraine to allow for
recovery work at site.

• Ukrain has categorically denied
the charges.

• European Union called for an
international investigation into
the crash of the Malaysian
jetliner in eastern Ukraine and
for parties to “share all relevant
information”.

• The aircraft, which other
sources said was a Boeing 777
flying from Amsterdam to Kuala
Lumpur, came down near the
city of Donetsk, stronghold of
pro-Russian rebels, adding that
it was hit by a ground-to-air
missile.

• The region has seen severe
fighting between Ukrainian
forces and pro-Russia separatist
rebels in recent days.

Israel resumes strikes on GazaIsrael resumes strikes on GazaIsrael resumes strikes on GazaIsrael resumes strikes on GazaIsrael resumes strikes on Gaza

BRICS summit to reflect new global political architectureBRICS summit to reflect new global political architectureBRICS summit to reflect new global political architectureBRICS summit to reflect new global political architectureBRICS summit to reflect new global political architecture

• Global political issues such as
the unrest in Iraq and Ukraine
and the surveillance of world
leaders by the U.S. National
Security Agency are likely to
find their way into the
discussions at the BRICS
summit.

• In particular, BRICS countries
will announce the BRICS bank
and contingency reserve fund
as a counterpoint to the U.S.-
led World Bank and
International Monetary Fund.

• BRICS countries have areas of
cooperation on various
subjects, from energy to
education, and there are new
proposals, such as a Brazilian
suggestion on the creation of a
statistics platform different
from the OECD methodology
(The OECD analyses GDP,
employment and other
indices).

Israel Resumes air Strikes onIsrael Resumes air Strikes onIsrael Resumes air Strikes onIsrael Resumes air Strikes onIsrael Resumes air Strikes on
Gaza as Ceasefire FailsGaza as Ceasefire FailsGaza as Ceasefire FailsGaza as Ceasefire FailsGaza as Ceasefire Fails

• Israel on Tuesday resumed
airstrikes on Gaza after an
Egyptian-brokered ceasefire
failed to stop the escalating
violence that has killed 192
Palestinians in nine days of
fighting as Hamas continued to
fire rockets at the Jewish state.

• Earlier Israel accepted, while
Hamas refused the Egyptian
proposal for a ceasefire.

• The Egyptian-proposed
ceasefire plan was aimed at
halting Israel’s deadly nine-day
offensive on the Gaza Strip that
has killed 192 Palestinians but
the Israeli premier had warned
that the operation would be
intensified if Hamas militants
refused to accept the truce.

Malaysia Airlines plane withMalaysia Airlines plane withMalaysia Airlines plane withMalaysia Airlines plane withMalaysia Airlines plane with
295 on board crashes over295 on board crashes over295 on board crashes over295 on board crashes over295 on board crashes over
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• Israeli jets struck three sites in
Gaza after a rocket was
launched at Israel. The strikes
followed an almost 12-hour
pause in fighting and came as
international efforts intensified
to end the three-week conflict
between Israel and Hamas. The
UN called for an “immediate”
ceasefire.

• In New York, an emergency
meeting of the UN Security
Council called for “an
immediate and unconditional
humanitarian ceasefire.” It was
the Council’s strongest
statement yet on the conflict
that has already killed 1,030
Palestinians, 43 Israeli soldiers
and three civilians on the Israeli
side, but it was not a resolution
and therefore not binding.

• Both Israel and Palestine
criticised the statement on
different grounds. While Israel
criticesed that statement does
not mention rockets launched
by palestine and Palestine
criticised that it is not legally
binding.

International arbitration courtInternational arbitration courtInternational arbitration courtInternational arbitration courtInternational arbitration court
orders Russia to pay $50 billionorders Russia to pay $50 billionorders Russia to pay $50 billionorders Russia to pay $50 billionorders Russia to pay $50 billion
to former Yukos shareholdersto former Yukos shareholdersto former Yukos shareholdersto former Yukos shareholdersto former Yukos shareholders

• In one of the biggest such
cases ever, the Permanent
Court for Arbitration in the
Hague, Netherlands,
determined Russia was not
acting in good faith to collect
taxes when it levelled massive
claims against Yukos in 2003.

• The tax case led to the

imprisonment of Yukos CEO
Mikhail Khodorkovsky and has
been widely seen as retaliation
for his support of opposition
political parties.

• The ruling adds to tensions
between Russia and the
international community at a
time when relations are at their
lowest ebb since the end of the
Cold War. Following the
downing of Malaysia Airlines
Flight 17 over eastern Ukraine,
the U.S. and European Union
are debating further economic
sanctions against Moscow
because of its support for

rebels suspected of launching
the attack.

• The Yukos takeover was the
beginning of a process under
which Russia, under President
Vladimir Putin, retook control of
the country’s energy industry.
Yukos’ main assets were sold at
auction to a shell company.

• Russia was ordered to pay the
judgment within 180 days or
begin paying interest. If Russia
declines to pay, shareholders
can attempt to seize Russian
assets abroad such as
commercial properties,
travelling art collections or
airplanes.

Russia Violated Missile Treaty: U.S.Russia Violated Missile Treaty: U.S.Russia Violated Missile Treaty: U.S.Russia Violated Missile Treaty: U.S.Russia Violated Missile Treaty: U.S.

• U.S. President Barack Obama
said in a letter to his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin in a
letter on Monday that Russia
had violated a 1987 arms
control treaty when it allegedly
ground-launched a cruise
missile.

• The Obama administration’s
charge against Russia,
described as the “most serious
allegation of an arms control
treaty violation,” made to date,
follows reports by U.S. officials
that Russia began testing cruise

missiles as far back as 2008.
• The INF Treaty was signed on

December 8, 1987 by
erstwhile U.S. President Ronald
Reagan and Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev, and was
considered to be an agreement
that would limit the risk of
strikes against Europe.

• This risk increased after the
Soviet Union achieved “rough
strategic parity” with the U.S.
in the mid-1970s and then
began replacing older
intermediate-range SS-4 and



International IssuesInternational IssuesInternational IssuesInternational IssuesInternational Issues

 http://www.civilservicesmentor.com 2828282828 http://www.iasexamportal.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

SS-5 missiles with a new
intermediate-range missile, the
SS-20.

Israel unleashes heaviestIsrael unleashes heaviestIsrael unleashes heaviestIsrael unleashes heaviestIsrael unleashes heaviest
bombardment on Gazabombardment on Gazabombardment on Gazabombardment on Gazabombardment on Gaza

• Israel unleashed its heaviest
bombardment in a three-week-
old war against Hamas, striking
symbols of the militant group’s
control in Gaza and firing tank
shells.

• The heavy strikes, which came
a day after Prime Minister

Benjamin
Netanyahu
warned of
a
“prolonged”
campaign
a g a i n s t
H a m a s ,
were a
new blow
to international efforts to reach
a sustainable truce in the
fighting.

•On Tuesday,
Israeli warplanes
carried out dozens
of attacks, levelling
the home of the top
Hamas leader in
Gaza, Ismail
Haniyeh, and
damaging the
offices of the

movement’s Al-Aqsa satellite
TV station, a central mosque in
Gaza City and government
offices.
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China’s Xi invites Modi toChina’s Xi invites Modi toChina’s Xi invites Modi toChina’s Xi invites Modi toChina’s Xi invites Modi to
visit, calls for ‘early’ bordervisit, calls for ‘early’ bordervisit, calls for ‘early’ bordervisit, calls for ‘early’ bordervisit, calls for ‘early’ border
settlementsettlementsettlementsettlementsettlement

• In Fortaleza to attend the BRICS
Summit, Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi
met for 80 minutes – extending
beyond the scheduled 40
minutes.

• China’s President Xi Jinping on
Tuesday invited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to visit China in
November and called for a
“negotiated resolution” to the
boundary dispute “at an early
date”.

• China had invited Mr. Modi to
attend the APEC leaders’
meeting in Beijing in
November. However, with
scheduled SAARC and G20
meetings that same month, the
visit may take place at a later
date.

• Mr. Xi called for a “negotiated
solution to the border issues at
an early date”

• Prime Minister Modi said that
maintaining peace and
tranquility on the border was
essential for resolving the issue
and India is willing to
peacefully settle the boundary
issue through exisiting
mechanisms and friendly
negotiations.

• India and Russia have
commenced naval manoeuvres
in the Sea of Japan which
coincide with their growing
energy ties that could, in the
future, include transit of oil
through the Arctic route.

• Russia’s guided missile cruiser
Varyag and destroyer Bystry are
participating in the exercise, in
which the Navy is showcasing
INS Shivalik, a modern stealth
frigate, and INS Ranvijay, a
Rajput class destroyer.

India to HostIndia to HostIndia to HostIndia to HostIndia to Host
IBSA Summit Next YearIBSA Summit Next YearIBSA Summit Next YearIBSA Summit Next YearIBSA Summit Next Year

• India will be hosting the 7th
IBSA (India-Brazil-South
Africa) Summit in 2015.

• IBSA is a trilateral initiative
amongst India, Brazil and South
Africa “to promote, inter-alia,
South-South cooperation and
exchange”.

• The platform was announced,
following a meeting of the
foreign ministers of the three
countries in Brasilia in 2003,
through the adoption of the
Brasilia Declaration.

• The IBSA summit involves
consultations at the Heads of
State level while meetings
between Ministers and officials
are held at the Trilateral Joint

• The Prime Minister also
referred to India and China’s
common civilisational heritage,
and links through Buddhism,
and called for both countries
to do more together to tackle
their common challenge of
fighting terrorism.

• The Chinese President said he
wanted both countries to
launch “a batch of exemplary
projects” in infrastructure, such
as railway construction, to
enable more balanced and
sustainable trade. The rising
trade deficit in China’s favour,
reaching $ 29 billion last year,
was raised by Mr. Modi.

• Mr. Xi also said China
welcomed India to join its
initiative to set up a new Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank
as a founding member, the
official Xinhua news agency
reported.

India, Russia begin naval drillsIndia, Russia begin naval drillsIndia, Russia begin naval drillsIndia, Russia begin naval drillsIndia, Russia begin naval drills
in Sea of Japanin Sea of Japanin Sea of Japanin Sea of Japanin Sea of Japan

• Two countries fielded an
impressive array of warships
and aircraft during the Indra-
14 exercise, will work together
to check piracy, render
assistance to ships in distress
and counter the threat from
submarines.

INDIA & THE WORLD
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Commission and Focal Point
levels respectively.

• New Delhi would also be
hosting the India Africa Forum
in December this year.

Bank in Shanghai, butBank in Shanghai, butBank in Shanghai, butBank in Shanghai, butBank in Shanghai, but
presidency for Indiapresidency for Indiapresidency for Indiapresidency for Indiapresidency for India

• BRICS countries ironed out
their differences over the
announcement of the BRICS
bank and the contingent
reserve fund. The two
economic initiatives are the
major announcements of the
Fortaleza declaration.

• Shanghai won out as the
location for the headquarters
for the BRICS bank with equal
shareholding for all BRICS
members. India would assume
the first presidency of the
bank, which would be named,
as per the Indian suggestion,
the “New Development Bank”.

• The NDB, to be headquartered
in Shanghai, will have an initial
authorised capital of $100
billion and an initial subscribed
capital of $50 billion equally
shared by the five member
countries.

• What has clouded the bank’s
future in recent months is the
unexpected move by China to
push forward the setting up of
another financial institution —
the Asia Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB).

• The AIIB is expected to focus
on China and Southeast Asia,
while the BRICS bank effort

which would emphasise
projects in the member
countries and in Africa.

• The AIIB move is being seen as
an effort by China to challenge
the influence of Japan in the
region, as seen in Japanese
influence in the functioning of
the Asian Development Bank.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
also said that The U.N. Security
Council and the IMF are in
need of “urgent reform”.

• He also pitched for a common
outlook on global crises such
as the conflict in Israel, Syria
and Iraq, and called for BRICS
countries to help “Afghanistan
fight the forces of terrorism.”
He said that cyber security was
a priority for BRICS countries,
and called for a united stand
on “zero terrorism”.

• Mr. Modi invoked mantra of
“Vasudaiv kutumbakam” (the
global family), and called for
more “people to people” ties
within the BRICS countries,
including a BRICS university,
more travel, scientific
exchanges and sharing of
healthcare facilities.

For IAF,For IAF,For IAF,For IAF,For IAF,
Rafale makes the gradeRafale makes the gradeRafale makes the gradeRafale makes the gradeRafale makes the grade

• Despite an aggressive counter
campaign by the British and
Americans, the Indian side is
firm about wrapping up the
Rafale deal.

• The Rafale has made the grade
because it is a safer twin-engine

aircraft, which the IAF wants to
fly for the next 40 years.

• The French have modified the
Rafale for atomic weapon
delivery, which opens up the
possibility of its role in
imparting “second strike”
capability, which is central for
validating India’s posture of
credible nuclear deterrence.

• Presently Russia’s Su-30 MKI
forming the core of the IAF’s
strike force, supplemented by
the air superiority Mirage-2000
jets and the Jaguar bombers.

• Russia is fast losing its
dominance in Indian skies as
the Indian Air Force, instead of
another batch of IL-78 air-to-air
refuellers, which are central for
extending the strike range of
fighter aircraft, the IAF has
declared its preference for the
French A330 MRTT refuelling
planes.

• Anticipating a loss of turf, the
Russians are, nevertheless
showing signs of mounting a
riposte by developing
weapons in partnership with
Indian companies, taking
advantage of the 49 per cent
stake that foreign companies
are now allowed in Indian
defence industry.

‘U.S., E.U. can’t be trusted on‘U.S., E.U. can’t be trusted on‘U.S., E.U. can’t be trusted on‘U.S., E.U. can’t be trusted on‘U.S., E.U. can’t be trusted on
Bali package’Bali package’Bali package’Bali package’Bali package’

• India said on Thursday that it
no longer trusts the United
States at the ongoing World
Trade Organisation (WTO)
negotiations on the Bali
package in Geneva.

• Commerce and Industry
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is
likely to meet WTO Director-
General Roberto Azevedo,
United States Trade
Representative and the EU
Trade Commissioner in Sydney
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in India and needed India to
succeed in order to end
extreme poverty by 2020,
According to Jim Yong Kim,
president of the World Bank
Group.

• He also mentioned, If the
ranking of India in Doing
Business Report(DBR) was
based just on Gujarat, [the
country] would improve 50
places. So our hope is that what
Mr. Modi did in Gujarat in
improving the business
environment is scaled to all of
India, if that does happen,
India will rise very quickly in the
DBR rankings.

• WB will provide financial
support to India worth $15-18
billion over the next three
years.

• He added, “The world needs
India to succeed. If India
reaches its economic goals,
several million people will be
lifted out of poverty in a
generation’s tim. This
represents an historic
opportunity [which is] critical
not only for India but for the
world if we are to end extreme
poverty by 2020.”

West Asia: dialogue onlyWest Asia: dialogue onlyWest Asia: dialogue onlyWest Asia: dialogue onlyWest Asia: dialogue only
viable option, says Indiaviable option, says Indiaviable option, says Indiaviable option, says Indiaviable option, says India

• India expressed “deep
concern” over the escalation of
conflict between Israel and
Palestine. India also reiterated
its joint stand — with IBSA and
BRICS partners — to promote

at the G20 Summit in an attempt
to find a solution to the
gridlocked Bali Deal
negotiations.

• India is sticking to its ground in
Geneva and refusing to support
a Trade Facilitation Agreement
[TFA] unless work starts on
finding a permanent solution
for its minimum support prices
for procuring food from poor
farmers for below poverty line
Indians that are in danger of
breaching the WTO caps on
subsidies.

Pipeline to Pakistan mayPipeline to Pakistan mayPipeline to Pakistan mayPipeline to Pakistan mayPipeline to Pakistan may
revive stalled mega projectsrevive stalled mega projectsrevive stalled mega projectsrevive stalled mega projectsrevive stalled mega projects

• India’s decision to pipe natural
gas and other petroleum
products to Pakistan is being
seen as a first step that could
lead to the revival of two stalled
mega undertakings involving
Islamabad — the Iran-Pakistan-
India (IPI) pipeline and the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) project.

• Instability in Pakistan’s
Baluchistan, through which the
proposed IPI would pass,
coupled with the policy of the
United States so far to seek
Iran’s political and economic
isolation, have impeded the
project.

• But the IPI could revive, should
a breakthrough be achieved in
the ongoing nuclear talks
between Iran and the six global
powers.

India, U.S, Japan joint navalIndia, U.S, Japan joint navalIndia, U.S, Japan joint navalIndia, U.S, Japan joint navalIndia, U.S, Japan joint naval
exercise in Pacificexercise in Pacificexercise in Pacificexercise in Pacificexercise in Pacific

• India, the United States and
Japan are embarking on joint
naval manoeuvres in the Pacific
Ocean on Thursday as part of
the Malabar series of exercises.
The exercise, in which 800
personnel from the Navy will
participate, follows the U.S.’s
strategic pivot to Asia — a
doctrine that will result in the
shifting of a bulk of American
naval assets in the Asia-Pacific
over the next decade.

• The shift in the U.S. military
posture is seen as part of a new
initiative to contain China.
However, Indian officials say
that India will exercise its
“strategic autonomy” but will
not participate in a U.S. led
counter-China policy with
Japan and Australia as partners.

• The Navy is fielding a frigate, a
destroyer, and a supply vessel
in the week-long exercise
meant to focus on anti-piracy
and anti-terrorism operations.
The three countries earlier
participated in joint exercises
in 2009, and Singapore and
Australia were also part of the
manoeuvres in 2007. This
exercise follows the Indra-14
drills that India and Russia held
in the Sea of Japan.

World needs India toWorld needs India toWorld needs India toWorld needs India toWorld needs India to
succeed: WB presidentsucceed: WB presidentsucceed: WB presidentsucceed: WB presidentsucceed: WB president

• The world was closely
watching the new government
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dialogue and understanding in
Palestine and Israel.

• In a statement made at the 21st
special session of the UNHRC
— on the human rights situa-
tion in occupied Palestinian
territory — India urged for an
immediate ceasefire and
called on both sides to resume
dialogue.

• The solution to the “Palestine
issue,” India said, should be
based on relevant U.N. resolu-
tions, the Arab Peace Plan and
the Quartet Roadmap resulting
in a “sovereign, independent,
viable and united State of Pal-
estine within secure and
recognised borders side-by-
side at peace with Israel and
with East Jerusalem as its capi-
tal”.

India summons Pakistan envoyIndia summons Pakistan envoyIndia summons Pakistan envoyIndia summons Pakistan envoyIndia summons Pakistan envoy
over 26/11 trial delayover 26/11 trial delayover 26/11 trial delayover 26/11 trial delayover 26/11 trial delay

• India summoned the Deputy
High Commissioner of Pakistan
and lodged a strong protest
against the delay in the ongo-
ing 2008 Mumbai terror attacks
trial in Pakistan.

• The trial of the seven Pakistani
accused, going on in a Pakistan
anti-terrorism court, was ad-
journed for the seventh time on
Wednesday, leading India to
lodge a “strong diplomatic pro-
test” with Islamabad.

• Indian officials also reiterated
the “high importance India at-
taches to bring to justice all
those responsible in Pakistan
for the Mumbai terrorist at-
tacks”.

• The last two hearings in the trial
could not take place because
of the presiding judge being on
leave. Earlier, on four
occasions, trial could not be
held owing to the prosecution
lawyers being absent over
security reasons.

India lags behind BRICS onIndia lags behind BRICS onIndia lags behind BRICS onIndia lags behind BRICS onIndia lags behind BRICS on
human developmenthuman developmenthuman developmenthuman developmenthuman development

• According to the 2014 UNDP
Human Development Report,
India’s human development
index has improved very
slightly but remains among the
median countries in terms of
human development, just
seven places above
Bangladesh.

• The Human Development In-
dex is a composite index that
measures income, education
(average years of education
completed by adults, and ex-
pected years of education for
children entering school) and
health (life expectancy).

• With an HDI value of 0.586 out
of a maximum possible 1, India
is ranked 135. India’s human
development index improved
slower in the 2000s than it did
in the 1980s despite much
faster economic growth.

• When inequality is factored in,
India loses nearly 30% of its HDI
value. India’s human develop-
ment indicators are also sub-
stantially different for men and
women; the HDI for men alone
is much higher at 0.627, while
the HDI for Indian women
alone is just 0.519.

• The report cites ILO estimates
that a “basic social floor -
universal basic old age and
disability pensions, basic
childcare benefits, universal
access to essential health care,
social assistance and a 100-day
employment scheme” would
cost India less than 4 per cent
of its GDP.

Chinese RailChinese RailChinese RailChinese RailChinese Rail
Lines up to India BorderLines up to India BorderLines up to India BorderLines up to India BorderLines up to India Border

• China is planning the
construction of two railway
lines in Tibet that will extend
up to the border with India and
are expected to be completed
by 2020.

• The railway lines will run from
the town of Shigatse, which
next month will be connected
to the Qinghai-Tibet railway
line that extends to Lhasa.

• Railway line will be further
extended during the 13th five
year plan period (2016-2020),
running to two regions near the
border with India: Yatung, a
trade centre close to Sikkim
and Bhutan, and to Nyingchi in
the east, near the Arunachal
Pradesh border.

• A third railway line will be build
to Gyirong, where there is a
trade and border checkpoint
connecting Tibet’s Yatung
county and Nepal.

• It will accelerate transportation
of the mineral products, which
could only be transmitted
through highways that often
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risk being cut off during rainy
seasons or see vehicle
turnovers, the bargaining chips
will be increased on the
Chinese side if people in the
South Tibet region see better
economic development in
southwestern Tibet.

India Links TradeIndia Links TradeIndia Links TradeIndia Links TradeIndia Links Trade
Pact to Food Subsidies DealPact to Food Subsidies DealPact to Food Subsidies DealPact to Food Subsidies DealPact to Food Subsidies Deal

• India said at the WTO General
Council meeting in Geneva that
the failure of the trade body to
work in the interests of all its
members and to deliver
meaningfully on the
development mandate of the
Doha Development Round
would pose a far more serious
risk to its credibility than any
other factor.

• India suggested that the
adoption of the Trade
Facilitation Agreement (TFA)
be postponed till satisfactory
progress is made on the issue
of finding permanent
protection for India’s minimum
support prices to farmers
against the WTO subsidy caps
that are benchmarked to food
prices of the 1980s.

• India said it was not opposed
to the TFA but demanded that
other decisions of Bali be taken
forward in the same time frame
and demanded that the
adoption of the TF Protocol be
postponed till a permanent
solution on public stockholding
for food security is found.

• India proposed modifications
to the Protocol, including
setting December 31, 2014 as
the deadline for finding a
permanent solution on public
stockholding for food security,
Other suggestions include the
immediate establishment of an
institutional mechanism such as

a dedicated Special Session of
the Committee on Agriculture
to arrive at the permanent
solution by the deadline.

• India pointed out that the
developing countries had
accepted the Bali package in
good faith reassured by the
renewed affirmation of
commitment to the Doha
Development Agenda and its
development dimension.

Boko Haram: Ready forBoko Haram: Ready forBoko Haram: Ready forBoko Haram: Ready forBoko Haram: Ready for
negotiations to free abductednegotiations to free abductednegotiations to free abductednegotiations to free abductednegotiations to free abducted
girls, says Nigeriagirls, says Nigeriagirls, says Nigeriagirls, says Nigeriagirls, says Nigeria

• Nigeria’s Permanent
Representative to the UN, said
the country is open to
negotiations in order to secure
the release of over 200
schoolgirls who were
abducted in April.

• It is now more than 100 days
after the schoolgirls were
abducted by Islamist militant
group Boko Haram in Chibok,
Borno.

• According to the Human
Rights Watch, Boko Haram has
been responsible for the death
of 2,053 civilians in 95 attacks
during the first six months of this
year.

China asks India, U.S., Japan toChina asks India, U.S., Japan toChina asks India, U.S., Japan toChina asks India, U.S., Japan toChina asks India, U.S., Japan to
ensure naval drills will beensure naval drills will beensure naval drills will beensure naval drills will beensure naval drills will be
‘helpful’ to peace in the region‘helpful’ to peace in the region‘helpful’ to peace in the region‘helpful’ to peace in the region‘helpful’ to peace in the region

• India, the United States and
Japan kicked off three-way
naval exercises, China has
called on the three countries
to ensure that the Malabar drills

in the Pacific Ocean would be
helpful to build mutual trust in
a region grappling with
renewed maritime tensions.

• India for the first time in more
than five years agreed to a long-
pending Japanese request to
participate in the India-U.S.
“Malabar” naval exercises.

• Chinese leaders and State me-
dia have, in recent months, fre-
quently praised India’s stated
policy of strategic indepen-
dence amid increasing debate
in China on the U.S. “pivot” or
rebalancing to strengthen mili-
tary ties with countries in the
Asia-Pacific.

U.S. criticises India’sU.S. criticises India’sU.S. criticises India’sU.S. criticises India’sU.S. criticises India’s
“restrictive” religious laws“restrictive” religious laws“restrictive” religious laws“restrictive” religious laws“restrictive” religious laws

• Indian authorities implemented
“restrictive laws” and did not
“always efficiently or effec-
tively prosecute those who at-
tacked religious minorities,”
according to the 2013 Interna-
tional Religious Freedom re-
port, released by the U.S. State
Department.

• Citing a long list of notable in-
cidents where religious rights
were curbed, the IRF report
said that although the Indian
government “generally re-
spected” religious freedom,
some laws and policies re-
stricted this freedom and offi-
cials invoked several sections
of the Indian Penal Code that
resulted in minorities’ freedom
of speech being curtailed on
Internet sites.
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India, U.S. to discuss problems in nuclear tradeIndia, U.S. to discuss problems in nuclear tradeIndia, U.S. to discuss problems in nuclear tradeIndia, U.S. to discuss problems in nuclear tradeIndia, U.S. to discuss problems in nuclear trade

• Mr. Kerry will be meeting
External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj along with a full
delegation for the fifth Indo-U.S.
Strategic Dialogue.

• Mr. Kerry will also meet Mr.
Jaitley, and sources said
discussions on defence
purchases that the U.S. is
pushing, including helicopters,
missiles, and ultra-light howitzer
guns, are expected to be

positive.
• During the strategic dialogue,

India and the U.S. will try and
iron out the issues in
conducting civil nuclear trade.
Despite interest from
companies such as
Westinghouse and GE, trade
has been blocked over U.S.
concerns on India’s suppliers’
liability clause. India has
already been able to cross

similar hurdles with France and
Russia.

Indians inIndians inIndians inIndians inIndians in
Libya told to leave countryLibya told to leave countryLibya told to leave countryLibya told to leave countryLibya told to leave country

• Amid spiralling violence in
Libya, India’s mission in Tripoli
advised its nationals to leave the
strife-torn country using all
available means and not to
travel to that country.

• Andhra Pradesh government
wrote to External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj seeking the
Centre’s intervention to evacu-
ate people from the State who
were working in the north Afri-
can country.

• Prior to the uprising in Libya, the
number of Indians engaged
there was estimated to be more
than 18,000.
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RBI Committee for Indices onRBI Committee for Indices onRBI Committee for Indices onRBI Committee for Indices onRBI Committee for Indices on
Labour to Improve Decision-Labour to Improve Decision-Labour to Improve Decision-Labour to Improve Decision-Labour to Improve Decision-
MakingMakingMakingMakingMaking

• Seeking to address data gap
problems, a Reserve Bank of
India panel, made a case for
compilation of separate indices
on producer price, labour
force, urban wages and
household indebtedness with
a view to improving monetary
policy formulation.

• To address major data gaps in
monetary policy-making, the
committee recommends the
compilation of various
indicators, such as producer
price index, services sector
output and price index, labour
force survey, urban wages,
retail sales, construction activity
survey, and surveys of
household indebtedness
through co-ordination with the
relevant government agencies.

• The panel, headed by RBI
Executive Director Deepak
Mohanty, said: “with increasing
integration with the global
economy and the growing
complexity of the economic
structure, information needs
have increased considerably

• rural infrastructure
development fund of Rs. 5,000
crore will be available.

• rovision has been made for
developing agricultural
warehouses at a cost of Rs.
5,000 crore.

• The National Rural Livelihood
Mission will be extended to 100
more districts.

• Soil health cards will be
provided to farmers and a new
urea policy will be developed.
•1000 crore for “Pradhan mantri
krishi sinchayee yojana” for
assured irrigation.

• Shyam Prasad Mukharji Rurban
Mission for integrated product
based infrastructure.

• Deen Dayal upadhayaya gram
jyoti yojana for rural power.

11 per cent jump in Home11 per cent jump in Home11 per cent jump in Home11 per cent jump in Home11 per cent jump in Home
Ministry’s budgetMinistry’s budgetMinistry’s budgetMinistry’s budgetMinistry’s budget

• The Home Ministry was
allocated Rs. 65,745 crore in
the 2014-15 Budget
announced on Thursday, a 11
per cent jump over last year’s
outlay.

• It is also proposed to set up
‘Crisis Management Centres’ in
all the districts of National
Capital Territory of Delhi this
year in all government and
private hospitals. The funding

and data gaps are being
experienced in various
domains of central banking.

Highlights of the Budget:-Highlights of the Budget:-Highlights of the Budget:-Highlights of the Budget:-Highlights of the Budget:-
• Arun Jaitley retains fiscal deficit

target at 4.1%, outlines
roadmap-

• Government will retain the
fiscal deficit (Total
expenditure- Toal government
non debt creating revenue)
target for 2014-15 at 4.1 per
cent of GDP and brought down
to 3.6 per cent in 2015-16 and
3 per cent by 2016-17. There
are many challenges to
lowering fiscal deficit like low
frowth, High interest rate,
subsidy burden etc.

• The CAD, which is the
difference between inflows
and outflows of foreign
exchange, was brought down
to 1.7 per cent of GDP in 2013-
14, from a record 4.7 per cent
in the previous year, because
of actions taken by
Government, RBI and Sebi.

Strong Emphasis onStrong Emphasis onStrong Emphasis onStrong Emphasis onStrong Emphasis on
Rural DevelopmentRural DevelopmentRural DevelopmentRural DevelopmentRural Development

• Agriculture credit availability
will be Rs. 8 lakh crore. Farmers
who make prompt repayment
will be given loan at 4 per cent
interest.

ECONOMY
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will be provided from the
Nirbhaya Fund setup after 16th
december 2012 incident in
Delhi.

• CRPF which is involved in anti-
Naxal operations besides main-
taining security situation in
Jammu and Kashmir and the
Northeastern region has been
allocated Rs. 12,169.51 crore
comparison to Rs. 11,373.72
crore it received last year.

• The BSF, which guards Indo-
Pak and Indo-Bangladesh bor-
ders ; Assam Rifles, which plays
a key role in anti-insurgency

operations in the Northeast and
guards the Indo-Myanmar bor-
der ; The ITBP, which guards
the icy heights along the Sino-
Indian border etc. have all seen
a rise in their allocation.

• A sum of Rs. 11.37 crore has
been allocated for developing
traffic and communication net-
works and model traffic sys-
tems in NCR, Rs. 11.50 crore for
installation of traffic signals in
the national capital and Rs 110
crore for construction of forti-
fied police stations in Naxal-af-
fected states.

the NRI community towards the
conservation of the river Ganga,
an ‘NRI Fund for Ganga’ will be
set up which will finance
special projects.

• A sum of Rs. 100 crore has been
set aside for Ghat development
and beautification of the river
front at Kedarnath, Haridwar,
Kanpur, Varanasi, Allahabad,
Patna and Delhi.

• The budget also contains the
first ever effort to link the rivers
across the country with the
Finance Minister setting aside
a sum of Rs. 100 crore in the
current budget to expedite the
preparation of Detailed Project
Reports.

Govt to continue Aadhaar,Govt to continue Aadhaar,Govt to continue Aadhaar,Govt to continue Aadhaar,Govt to continue Aadhaar,
provides Rs. 2k cr in 2014-15provides Rs. 2k cr in 2014-15provides Rs. 2k cr in 2014-15provides Rs. 2k cr in 2014-15provides Rs. 2k cr in 2014-15

• A sum of Rs 2,039.64 crore has
been provided for 2014-15 to
execute the task of
implementing Unique
Identification as entrusted to
Unique Identification Authority
of India (UIDAI).

• UIDAI was mandated to
collect biometrics of 600
million residents in the country
and rest of the population was
to be covered under the

Govt to Review DTC bill in its Present FormGovt to Review DTC bill in its Present FormGovt to Review DTC bill in its Present FormGovt to Review DTC bill in its Present FormGovt to Review DTC bill in its Present Form

• Draft DTC Bill prepared by the
then Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee in 2010 which
proposed the slabs at Rs 2-5
lakh (10 per cent) , Rs 5-10 lakh
(20 per cent) and Rs 10 lakh
and above (30 per cent). Here
the corporate tax was
proposed at 30 per cent.

• The Standing Committee on
Finance headed by Senior BJP
leader Yashwant Sinha
suggested raising the income
tax exemption limit to Rs 3 lakh
as against Rs 2 lakh proposed
in the DTC Bill, 2010.

• The Standing Committee in its
recommendation suggested
the slabs in the brackets of Rs
3-10 lakh, Rs 10-20 lakh and Rs
20 lakh and above. On
corporate tax, it recommended
that the rate be retained at 30
per cent.

Govt proposes over Rs. 2,000 crGovt proposes over Rs. 2,000 crGovt proposes over Rs. 2,000 crGovt proposes over Rs. 2,000 crGovt proposes over Rs. 2,000 cr
for Ganga Conservation Missionfor Ganga Conservation Missionfor Ganga Conservation Missionfor Ganga Conservation Missionfor Ganga Conservation Mission

• An integrated programme for
the conservation of river Ganga
called “Namami Gange” with an
outlay of Rs 2,037 crores has
been proposed.

• To harness the enthusiasm of
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National Population Register
(NPR) project.

• Cabinet Committee on UIDAI
decided that all residents
would be issue National Multi-
purpose Identity Cards under
NPR and UIDAI would
generate Unique identification
number for the entire
population. Both UIDAI and
NPR were to share the
biometric data collected by
them for issuing NMIC and
generating unique
identification number.

• The NPR is a comprehensive
identity database maintained
by the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of India
under the Home Ministry.

FDI limit in insurance,FDI limit in insurance,FDI limit in insurance,FDI limit in insurance,FDI limit in insurance,
defence hiked to 49%defence hiked to 49%defence hiked to 49%defence hiked to 49%defence hiked to 49%

• Government proposed hiking
the foreign direct investment
limit in insurance and defence
sectors to 49 per cent, with full
Indian management and
control, through the FIPB
(Foreign Investment Promotion
Board) route.

• Government also proposed Rs.
5,000 crore hike in defence
allocation over the previous
interim budget.

• Mr. Jaitley also announced that
Rs. 1,000 crore were being
earmarked for strategic railway
projects in border areas.

Rs. 37,880 crore to be PumpedRs. 37,880 crore to be PumpedRs. 37,880 crore to be PumpedRs. 37,880 crore to be PumpedRs. 37,880 crore to be Pumped
into Nation’s Road Networkinto Nation’s Road Networkinto Nation’s Road Networkinto Nation’s Road Networkinto Nation’s Road Network

• Union Budget 2014 has given
importance to fast-tracking
highways and improving the
road infrastructure.

• Proposal of investment in
National Highways Authority of
India and State roads of an
amount of Rs. 37,880 crore
which includes Rs. 3,000 crore
for the North East.

• Mr. Jaitley also proposed
setting up of an institution,
called 3P India, with a corpus
of Rs. 500 crore to provide
support to mainstreaming PPPs.

• Mr. Jaitley proposed to
develop an additional 15,000
km of gas pipeline systems in
the country using appropriate
PPP models.

IIP grows toIIP grows toIIP grows toIIP grows toIIP grows to
19-month high of 4.7% in May19-month high of 4.7% in May19-month high of 4.7% in May19-month high of 4.7% in May19-month high of 4.7% in May

• IIP grew at 4.7 per cent in May,
a 19-month high.

• The growth is mainly on the
back of recovery in the output
of manufacturing, mining and
electricity production and
capital goods.

• Manufacturing, which
constitutes over 75 per cent of
the index, grew 4.8 per cent in
May against 3.2 per cent
decline in output a year ago.

RBI Governor LaunchesRBI Governor LaunchesRBI Governor LaunchesRBI Governor LaunchesRBI Governor Launches

Indian Bank’s mobile BranchesIndian Bank’s mobile BranchesIndian Bank’s mobile BranchesIndian Bank’s mobile BranchesIndian Bank’s mobile Branches

• Indian Bank has, as part of the
urban financial inclusion
initiative, launched two mobile

branches with ATM facility in
Chennai.

• Under the financial inclusion
initiative, Indian Bank has
provided banking services to
5,098 villages, of which 4,934
villages have been covered
through smart card enabled
business correspondent
model.

• Bank already operates eight
mobile branches providing
banking services in 70 villages.

NabardNabardNabardNabardNabard
Launches Rupay Kisan CardsLaunches Rupay Kisan CardsLaunches Rupay Kisan CardsLaunches Rupay Kisan CardsLaunches Rupay Kisan Cards

• National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development
(Nabard) today rolled out
RuPay Kisan Card and RuPay
Debit Card, it is in the nature of
ATM cum Debit Card, is being
issued by any cooperative bank
in the state of Haryana.

• RuPay cards by cooperative
banks will enable them to
improve their customer service
and bring it on par with any
other bank to farmers and other
customers.

GGGGGovernment to take on GAARovernment to take on GAARovernment to take on GAARovernment to take on GAARovernment to take on GAAR
implementation soon:implementation soon:implementation soon:implementation soon:implementation soon:
Revenue SecretaryRevenue SecretaryRevenue SecretaryRevenue SecretaryRevenue Secretary

• Revenue Secretary Shaktikanta
Das on Saturday said the
government would shortly take
a view on whether controversial
tax law GAAR should be
implemented from the
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scheduled date of April, 2015.

• The Government had earlier
proposed imposing the
General Anti-Avoidance Rules
(GAAR) from April 1, 2015, for
those claiming tax benefit of
over Rs. 3 crore. The rules are
aimed at minimising tax
avoidance for investments
made by entities based in tax
havens.

• As per the existing proposal,
investments made after March
2013 will be covered under
GAAR with effect from
assessment year 2016-17.

BSE forms 11-memberBSE forms 11-memberBSE forms 11-memberBSE forms 11-memberBSE forms 11-member
advisory group on REITsadvisory group on REITsadvisory group on REITsadvisory group on REITsadvisory group on REITs

• The Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE) has launched an advisory
group on REITs (real estate
investment trusts), which are
aimed at attracting long-term
funds to the cash-strapped
realty sector from both foreign
as well as domestic investors.

• REITs can bring in USD 10
billion of foreign funds into the
sector by the end of this fiscal.

• REITs were originally
announced in FY 2014 Budget,
but at that time the government
did not offer any tax sops to
attract investors. But Arun
Jaitley had announced tax
incentives like exemption from
long-term capital gains tax to
popularise REITs.

Rs. 2923 cr fine on telcos forRs. 2923 cr fine on telcos forRs. 2923 cr fine on telcos forRs. 2923 cr fine on telcos forRs. 2923 cr fine on telcos for
violating issuance normsviolating issuance normsviolating issuance normsviolating issuance normsviolating issuance norms

• The Government has imposed
a penalty of about Rs 2,923
crore on telecom operators in
the past seven years for issuing
mobile connections without
proper verifications.

• TERM cells have imposed
penalty on non—compliant
consumer application form
(CAF) and filing of complaints/
FIR against forged cases.

• Major deficiencies in issuing
mobile connections were
related to missing CAF, missing
photo or document proof,
subscriber’s acquisition based
on forged or fake documents,
pre—activated mobile
connections, more than 9
connections to an individual in
one service area etc.

• James Rodriguez of Colombia
won the Golden boot award for
most number(6) of goals in the
tournament.

WPI Inflation Eases to 5.4 % in JuneWPI Inflation Eases to 5.4 % in JuneWPI Inflation Eases to 5.4 % in JuneWPI Inflation Eases to 5.4 % in JuneWPI Inflation Eases to 5.4 % in June

• Annual wholesale price index-
based (WPI) inflation eased to
5.4 per cent in June, it was 6
per cent in May.

• Retail inflation fell to 30-month
low of 7.31 per cent in June,
mainly on account of lower
prices of food items, including
vegetables, cereals and meat.

• The retail inflation, measured on
consumer price index (CPI),
was 8.28 per cent in May. Its
lowest was 7.65 per cent in
January, 2012, the month the
government started releasing
the data in percentage terms.

• According to the data, the
corresponding provisional
inflation rates for rural and

urban areas for June are: 7.72
per cent and 6.82 per cent
compared to 8.86 per cent and
7.55 per cent in May,
respectively.

• The moderation in inflation
together with the rebound in
industrial production, as per
the recently released data,
provides a positive signal that
the structural bottlenecks
afflicting the economy could
be gradually showing signs of
receding.

• Prices of vegetables, though on
a downward trend, continued
to remain elevated despite a
series of steps from new
Government for a crack-down
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on high food inflation. These
include restrictions on exports
of key kitchen commodities.

Govt slaps $579 m additionalGovt slaps $579 m additionalGovt slaps $579 m additionalGovt slaps $579 m additionalGovt slaps $579 m additional
penalty on Reliance Industriespenalty on Reliance Industriespenalty on Reliance Industriespenalty on Reliance Industriespenalty on Reliance Industries

• The government has slapped
an additional penalty of $579
million on Reliance Industries
for producing less than
targeted natural gas from its
KG-D6 block.

• With this, the total penalty on
RIL for missing the target in four
fiscal years beginning April 1,
2010 now stands at a
cumulative $2.376 billion.

• The Production Sharing
Contract (PSC) allows RIL and
its partners BP Plc and Niko
Resources to deduct all capital
and operating expenses from
the sale of gas before sharing
profit with the government.

• The creation of excess or
unutilised infrastructure
impacts the government’s profit
share and this is sought to be
corrected by disallowing part
of the expenses incurred.

• Gas output from the Dhirubhai-
1 and 3 gas field in the eastern
offshore KG-D6 block was
supposed to be 80 million
standard cubic meters per day
but actual production was only
35.33 mmscmd in 2011-12,
20.88 mmscmd in 2012-13 and
9.77 mmscmd in 2013-14.

RBI eases reserve norms forRBI eases reserve norms forRBI eases reserve norms forRBI eases reserve norms forRBI eases reserve norms for
banks issuing infra bondsbanks issuing infra bondsbanks issuing infra bondsbanks issuing infra bondsbanks issuing infra bonds

• The objective of these

instructions is to mitigate the
Asset-Liability Management
(ALM) problems faced by
banks in extending project
loans to infrastructure and core
industries sectors, and also to
ease the raising of long term
resources for project loans to
infrastructure and affordable
housing sectors

• The RBI said that apart from
what is technically defined as
infrastructure, affordable
housing is another segment of
the economy which requires
long-term funding.

• India is looking at investing $1
trillion in infrastructure
development by 2017, half of
which is expected to come
from the private sector.

• Finance Minister during
budget speech also said that
banks will be encouraged to
extend long term loans to
infrastructure sector with
flexible structuring to absorb
potential adverse
contingencies, sometimes
known as the 5/25 structure.

• Under the 5/25 structure, bank
may fix longer amortisation
period for loans to projects in
infrastructure and core
industries sectors, say 25 years,
with periodic refinancing, say
every five years. This ensures
that banks Asset and Liability is
properly managed.

Finding life beyond Earth is within reach: NASAFinding life beyond Earth is within reach: NASAFinding life beyond Earth is within reach: NASAFinding life beyond Earth is within reach: NASAFinding life beyond Earth is within reach: NASA

•· Experts from NASA and its
partner institutions have
outlined a road-map to the
search for life in the universe,
an ongoing journey that
involves a number of current
and future telescopes.

• NASA’s quest to study

planetary systems around other
stars started with ground-based
observatories, then moved to
space-based assets like the
Hubble Space Telescope, the
Spitzer Space Telescope, and
the Kepler Space Telescope.

• Today’s telescopes can look at
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many stars and tell if they have
one or more orbiting planets.
Even more, they can determine
if the planets are the right
distance away from the star to
have liquid water, the key
ingredient to life as we know it.

• The NASA road-map will
continue with the launch of the
Transiting Exoplanet Surveying
Satellite (TESS) in 2017, the
James Webb Space Telescope
in 2018, and the proposed
Wide Field Infrared Survey
Telescope — Astrophysics
Focused Telescope Assets
(WFIRST-AFTA) early in the
next decade.

• The Webb telescope and
WFIRST—AFTA will lay the
groundwork, and future
missions will extend the search
for oceans in the form of
atmospheric water vapour and
for life as in carbon dioxide and
other atmospheric chemicals,
on nearby planets that are
similar to Earth in size and mass,
a key step in the search for life.

India, Brazil to expand tradeIndia, Brazil to expand tradeIndia, Brazil to expand tradeIndia, Brazil to expand tradeIndia, Brazil to expand trade

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met Brazilian President Dilma
Rousseff and two countries
signed agreements on
cooperation in the field of
environment and remote
sensing.

• During the meeting, the two
heads of nations agreed to take
steps to further expand and
diversify trade and investment
flows and deepen cooperation

transport equipment shrank (-)
11 per cent, machinery (-) 3.4
per cent and pearls and stones
(-) 2.2 per cent. The growth in
oil imports is likely to have been
led by the pace of recovery in
industrial output seen in June.

Core steps will be taken toCore steps will be taken toCore steps will be taken toCore steps will be taken toCore steps will be taken to
sustain economic recoverysustain economic recoverysustain economic recoverysustain economic recoverysustain economic recovery

• Finance Minister said that there
was “no contradiction in being
pro-business and being pro-
poor.” Only a spike in economic
activity could create the
resources “to service the poor”
through social welfare
programmes.

• Mr. Jaitley outlined a road map
for economic recovery through
a stable tax regime, targeted
subsidies for the poor and
marginalised and using private
investment to boost
infrastructure and housing,
foreign direct investment (FDI)
in defence and insurance.

• He said that new government
has pushed for fiscal discipline
than populism and it intended
to rationalise subsidies so that
they benefitted the poor, not
the middle class through
subsidies in the oil sector and
education.

Contingent liabilities of statesContingent liabilities of statesContingent liabilities of statesContingent liabilities of statesContingent liabilities of states
a cause for concern, says RBIa cause for concern, says RBIa cause for concern, says RBIa cause for concern, says RBIa cause for concern, says RBI
paperpaperpaperpaperpaper

• A working paper of the Reserve

in agriculture and dairy science,
conventional and renewable
energy, space research and
application, defence, cyber
security and environment
conservation.

• They also agreed to intensify
cooperation in international
forums and multilateral
institutions, including the G20.

• The two sides signed
Memoranda of Understanding
on environment; on
cooperation in augmentation of
a Brazilian earth station for
receiving and processing data
from Indian Remote Sensing
satellites; and on cooperation
in the establishment of a
consultation mechanism on
mobility and consular issues.

Exports grow 10.2% in JuneExports grow 10.2% in JuneExports grow 10.2% in JuneExports grow 10.2% in JuneExports grow 10.2% in June

• Exports grew at above 10 per
cent year-on-year for the third
month in a row in June, up 10.2
per cent to $26.5 billion.

• Imports in June also grew for
the first time in 13 months, up
8.3 per cent to $38.2 billion.

• Monthly trade deficit rose
marginally to $11.8 billion in
June from $11.2 billion in May.
The partial relaxation in gold
import norms in May resulted
in higher imports at $3.1 billion
in June against the average of
$1.5 billion during the past 12
months.

• Export growth was the
strongest in petro products at
38 per cent, followed by
engineering goods that grew 22
per cent. Electronic goods
exports shrank (-) 25 per cent
and gems and jewellery
exports contracted (-) 5 per
cent in June.

• Chemicals imports were up 19
per cent and petroleum
imports 11 per cent. Imports of
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Bank of India titled “Debt
sustainability at the State level
in India’’ sounded a warning
that the contingent liabilities,
primarily in the form of issuance
of guarantees by the state
governments, remained an area
of concern.

• Going forward, there could be
downside risks in case the
slowdown in growth
momentum observed during
the last two years persisted.

• The debt position of state
governments witnessed a
significant improvement from
2004-05 onwards. This has
been attributed, among others,
to the implementation of of
Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM)
Acts/Fiscal Responsibility
Legislations (FRLs) at the state
level in early 2000s.

• Karnataka was the first to enact
its FRBM Act in September
2002, followed by Kerala
(2003), Tamil Nadu (2003) and
Punjab (2003).

• This was also supported by the
implementation of Debt Swap
Scheme (DSS) from 2002-03 to
2004-05 and Debt
Consolidation and Relief Facility
(DCRF) from 2005-06 to 2009-
10. These two debt
restructuring schemes
provided debt relief through
debt consolidation, and
reduced the interest burden on
the states.

• These developments were
mirrored in lower debt-GDP
ratio at 26.6 per cent in end-
March 2008, before declining
further to 21.7 per cent in end-
March 2013.

SEBI finalises draft norms forSEBI finalises draft norms forSEBI finalises draft norms forSEBI finalises draft norms forSEBI finalises draft norms for
Infra Investment TrustsInfra Investment TrustsInfra Investment TrustsInfra Investment TrustsInfra Investment Trusts

• The Securities and Exchange

Board of India, came out with
draft guidelines for
Infrastructure Investment
Trusts (InvITs), which will
enable creation of a new
investment product for
arranging long-term financing
for infrastructure projects.

• These InvITs can be listed on
the stock exchanges, will get
tax benefits and will invest the
funds collected from investors
in infrastructure projects,
including PPP.

• An InvIT prior to making an offer
of units, either through public
issue or private placement, may
have strategic investors such as
banks, international multilateral
financial institutions, FPIs
including sovereign wealth
funds, which together invest
not less than 5 per cent of the
size of the InvIT or such amount
as may be specified by Sebi.

• The proposed holding of an
InvIT in the underlying assets
shall be not less than Rs.500
crore, and the offer size of the
InvIT shall not be less then
Rs.250 crore at the time of initial
offer of units.

• The aggregate consolidated
borrowing of the InvIT and the
underlying SPVs shall never
exceed 49 per cent of the
value of InvIT assets. Further,
for any borrowing exceeding
25 per cent of the value of InvIT
assets, requirement of credit
rating and unit holders approval
has been made mandatory.

• InvITs would allow investors to
invest in specific products
linked to infrastructure
projects, while providing
necessary safeguards. Besides,
it would help the corporates
raise significant amounts of
capital for their projects.

• An InvIT which proposes to
invest at least 80 per cent of
the value of the assets in the
completed and revenue
generating infrastructure assets,
The remaining 20 per cent may
be invested in under
construction infrastructure
projects.

SEBI easesSEBI easesSEBI easesSEBI easesSEBI eases
disclosure norms for AIFsdisclosure norms for AIFsdisclosure norms for AIFsdisclosure norms for AIFsdisclosure norms for AIFs

• Alternative Investment Funds
(AIFs) are basically funds
established, or incorporated in
India, for the purpose of
pooling in capital from Indian
and foreign investors for
investing as per a pre-decided
policy.

• The Securities and Exchange
Board of India said that all AIF
have to disclose the
‘disciplinary history’ of the
fund, its sponsor, manager,
directors, partners, promoters
and associates for the last five
years.

• Further, SEBI said any change
in placement memorandum
(which consists of details of
disciplinary actions of the
funds) to all would be
intimated to investors and to
SEBI once every six months on
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a consolidated basis, as against
the current practice of seven
days.

• Under SEBI guidelines, AIFs
can operate broadly in three
categories. The Category-I AIFs
are those funds that get
incentives from the
government, SEBI or other
regulators and include Social
Venture Funds, Infrastructure
Funds, Venture Capital Funds
and SME Funds. The Category-
III AIFs are those trading with a
view to making short-term
returns and it includes hedge
funds, among others. The
Category-II AIFs can invest
anywhere in any combination
but are prohibited from raising
debt, except for meeting their
day-to-day operational
requirements. These AIFs
include private equity funds,
debt funds or fund of funds, as
also all others falling outside the
ambit of two other categories.

Recapitalisation of PSU banksRecapitalisation of PSU banksRecapitalisation of PSU banksRecapitalisation of PSU banksRecapitalisation of PSU banks
on high priority: Jaitleyon high priority: Jaitleyon high priority: Jaitleyon high priority: Jaitleyon high priority: Jaitley

• Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
on Saturday said
recapitalisation to the tune of
Rs 2.4 lakh crore in public
sector banks to meet Basel III
norms is a ‘high priority’ item for
the government.

• The UPA Government’s Interim
Budget had allocated Rs
11,200 crore for the current
fiscal towards this.

• The Government owns 58.60

per cent stake in SBI right now.
For SBI to raise capital for
meeting the Basel III norms, the
Government could need to
lower its shareholding.

• He said the capital would be
raised by the banks without
diluting public sector
characteristics in them. So, the
government stake in the banks
would remain over 51 per cent.

• This programme has to be
rapidly expanded so that the
remaining 42 per cent of
financially excluded
population is brought into the
banking system.

IMD says monsoon deficit hasIMD says monsoon deficit hasIMD says monsoon deficit hasIMD says monsoon deficit hasIMD says monsoon deficit has
come down to 31%come down to 31%come down to 31%come down to 31%come down to 31%

• The monsoon deficit has come
down to 31 per cent with rains
picking up in July across the
country, giving relief to farmers.

• Central and northwestern India
have been receiving deficient
rainfall, but even in these parts
the monsoon has been making
progress.

• The monsoon is expected to
remain good for the next two
weeks in north, central,
southern peninsula and eastern
India.

• However, parts of northwestern
India, which includes western
Rajasthan and Kutch region,
may still receive weak rainfall.

• In the next 24 to 48 hours, the
weather system will bring in
widespread good monsoon
rains over Telangana,
Chhattisgarh, east Madhya
Pradesh and Vidarbha. The rain
belt will gradually shift to bring
rest of Madhya Pradesh and
adjoining Maharashtra under its
purview. By July 22-23, a fresh
weather system will bring rains
over Gangetic West Bengal,
Bihar, Jharkhand and Odisha.

GEAC clears field trials forGEAC clears field trials forGEAC clears field trials forGEAC clears field trials forGEAC clears field trials for
GM cropsGM cropsGM cropsGM cropsGM crops

• The Genetic Engineering
Approval Committee (GEAC)
has given the green signal for
field trials of genetically
modified (GM) rice, mustard,
cotton, chickpea and brinjal.

• While the GEAC has approved
the commercial release of Bt
brinjal it has been stayed by the
Ministry of Environment and Mr.
Pande said the government
would have to take a decision
on this.

• The only genetically modified
crop approved for release in
India is cotton.

• Three companies - Bayer Bio
Sciences, Monsanto and BASF
have been allowed to import
the Soyabean oil, which is
genetically modified. The last
time Central Food
Technological Research
Institute (CFTRI), gave a clean
chit to imported samples.

World Bank chief to meetWorld Bank chief to meetWorld Bank chief to meetWorld Bank chief to meetWorld Bank chief to meet
Modi, review keyModi, review keyModi, review keyModi, review keyModi, review key
development prioritiesdevelopment prioritiesdevelopment prioritiesdevelopment prioritiesdevelopment priorities

• World Bank Group President
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Jim Yong Kim will meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi this
week to understand his
development priorities.

• “The historic mandate from the
people of India represents a
tremendous opportunity to
unlock India’s growth potential
and take advantage of its
immense demographic
dividend,” said Mr. Kim

• Mr. Kim will visit World Bank-
supported project sites in Tamil
Nadu to see the challenges of
India’s rural-urban
transformation, and how,
empowered with the right
skills, rural women in the state
are taking advantage of
emerging urban employment
opportunities.

• World Bank Group’s private
sector arm, the International
Finance Corporation (IFC) has
successfully mobilised its $1
billion offshore rupee bond
program, aimed at
strengthening India’s capital
markets and attracting foreign
investments.

• India is home to the largest
operations of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD), the
International Development
Association (IDA), and the
International Finance
Corporation (IFC).

• World Bank Group assistance to
India between July 2013 and
June 2014 amounted to $6.4
billion.

Revenue collection expected toRevenue collection expected toRevenue collection expected toRevenue collection expected toRevenue collection expected to
exceed target this fiscal: Jaitleyexceed target this fiscal: Jaitleyexceed target this fiscal: Jaitleyexceed target this fiscal: Jaitleyexceed target this fiscal: Jaitley

• After missing target in the last
financial year, the government
on Monday exuded
confidence that tax collection
during the current fiscal would
exceed budget estimate of Rs.

13.64 lakh crore.
• During 2013-14, tax collection

fell short of target by a
whopping Rs. 77,000 crore.
The government collected Rs.
11.58 lakh crore against the
budget estimate of Rs. 12.35
lakh crore.

• Mr. Jaitley emphasised that the
credibility of Income Tax
department is its greatest asset.
“Credibility of income tax
department is its greatest asset,
that’s why highest standards of
ethics are expected from
officers of the department,”.

• There are doubts about the
meeting of indirect tax
collection target for the current
fiscal as there is slowdown in
the economy. On income tax
front, however, there is
possibility of surpassing target.

TRAI suggests Rs.2,400-croreTRAI suggests Rs.2,400-croreTRAI suggests Rs.2,400-croreTRAI suggests Rs.2,400-croreTRAI suggests Rs.2,400-crore
plan for two island chainsplan for two island chainsplan for two island chainsplan for two island chainsplan for two island chains

• The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI),
recommended a Rs.2,400-
crore project to connect India’s
two major outlying island
chains ;Andaman & Nicobar
Islands (ANI) and

Lakshadweep, with stable and
strong cable-based networks to
replace the satellite mode of
transmission.

• The move is expected to
encourage more operators to
run services in these island
chains. At the same time, the
regulator has recommended
the retention of the satellite
option.

• For ANI, TRAI has suggested
connecting 22 islands, which
included 18 islands with a
population of above 100 and
four islands which have the
presence of police, forest
camps and tourists. Only 29 out
of 576 islands in ANI are
inhabited and 90 per cent of
the population lives on just
three islands — North, Middle
and South Andaman Islands.

• For Lakshadweep, TRAI has
projected connectivity in ten
inhabited villages. Here, 11 out
of 36 islands are inhabited.
Lakshadweep is part of the
Kerala circle and only two
operators — BSNL and Airtel
operate services — as against
eight in mainland Kerala.

RBI Working onRBI Working onRBI Working onRBI Working onRBI Working on
Bankruptcy Exit SystemBankruptcy Exit SystemBankruptcy Exit SystemBankruptcy Exit SystemBankruptcy Exit System

• In the absence of a good
bankruptcy code in India,
Reserve Bank is working on a
system to enable
entrepreneurs seeking to exit
insolvent business.

• RBI have been thinking how to
create a system so that people
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should voluntarily withdraw
from an unattractive business.

• While there is a talk of providing
legal provision in the
Companies Act in this regard,
but the RBI would like to work
on examining the regulatory
framework for the voluntary
withdrawal by the
entrepreneur.

• To identify stressed assets, RBI
has established a Credit Central
Repository of Information. It
ensures that if a large borrower
defaults with one bank, the
information about the same is
passed on to the other banks
on quarterly basis.

Firms with 10 or moreFirms with 10 or moreFirms with 10 or moreFirms with 10 or moreFirms with 10 or more
employees may come underemployees may come underemployees may come underemployees may come underemployees may come under
EPF ActEPF ActEPF ActEPF ActEPF Act

• The government is considering
a proposal to reduce threshold
limit for coverage of firms under
the EPF Act to 10 persons, At
present, all those firms
employing 20 or more workers
are covered by the retirement
fund body Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) for providing a social
security net.

• The timeframe for
implementing this proposal has
not been fixed. The number of
employees to be benefited
from this proposal has not been
worked out. And EPFO has no
plan to bring unorganised
workers under the provident
fund scheme.

• EPFO runs social security
schemes including Employees’
Provident Fund Scheme 1952,
Employees’ Pension Scheme
1995 and Employees Deposit
Linked Insurance Scheme
1976 for the organised sector
workers at present.

Ultra high net worth householdsUltra high net worth householdsUltra high net worth householdsUltra high net worth householdsUltra high net worth households
grew 16% in FY14: reportgrew 16% in FY14: reportgrew 16% in FY14: reportgrew 16% in FY14: reportgrew 16% in FY14: report

• India’s economic recovery is
well and truly under way if one
were to track the growth of ultra
high net worth households/
individuals (UHNHs/UHNIs) in
India.

• UHNIs are those with wealth
exceeding Rs. 25 crore and the
report said their number could
triple in the next three years.
UHNHs net worth is projected
to grow at CAGR of 34 per cent
from an estimated Rs. 104 lakh
crore in FY14 to Rs. 408 lakh
crore in FY19.

• HNIs were returning to equity
markets compared to the lull
for the last five years. “Investors
had earlier preferred fixed
income investments but equity
allocation rose from 35 per cent
in 2012 to 38 per cent in 2013
while debt investments
reduced to 24 per cent.

Govt. raises FDI cap inGovt. raises FDI cap inGovt. raises FDI cap inGovt. raises FDI cap inGovt. raises FDI cap in
insurance to 49%insurance to 49%insurance to 49%insurance to 49%insurance to 49%

• Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
approvED the raising of
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) cap in insurance from 26
per cent to 49 per cent through
the Foreign Investment
Promotion Board route.

• The government will bring a Bill
before Parliament in the current
session in this regard. The Bill
for the same proposal that was
moved by the UPA
government, lapsed after the
last Lok Sabha’s dissolution.

• The insurance industry has
been demanding a hike in the
FDI limit for long. As the
insurance business grows, so
do capitalisation needs. But
insurance firms are restricted
by the existing FDI cap from

tapping overseas investors for
capital while Indian investors
don’t always have deep
pockets.

Cabinet clears bill  to empowerCabinet clears bill  to empowerCabinet clears bill  to empowerCabinet clears bill  to empowerCabinet clears bill  to empower
SEBI to deal with ponziSEBI to deal with ponziSEBI to deal with ponziSEBI to deal with ponziSEBI to deal with ponzi
schemesschemesschemesschemesschemes

• A Bill to effectively empower
the market regulator SEBI to
crack down on ponzi schemes
and investment frauds was
approved by the Cabinet.
Following the CCEA approval,
the Securities Laws
(Amendment) Bill will be
introduced in Parliament.

• The Bill seeks to give SEBI
sweeping powers like
attachment of properties,
launch of recovery
proceedings, seeking call data
records to investigate cases and
ordering search and seizure
against manipulators and
fraudsters.

Central Bank of Sri Lanka inCentral Bank of Sri Lanka inCentral Bank of Sri Lanka inCentral Bank of Sri Lanka inCentral Bank of Sri Lanka in
investment pact with RBIinvestment pact with RBIinvestment pact with RBIinvestment pact with RBIinvestment pact with RBI

• The Central Bank of Sri Lanka
(CBSL) and the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI signed an
agreement, enabling the RBI to
access the Sri Lankan
government securities market,
up to a maximum value of $500
million.

• The CBSL, in turn, will be able
to further diversify its reserves
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management activities into
Indian rupee denominated
assets.

SAT extends stay on SEBISAT extends stay on SEBISAT extends stay on SEBISAT extends stay on SEBISAT extends stay on SEBI
order on Karvy Stock Brokingorder on Karvy Stock Brokingorder on Karvy Stock Brokingorder on Karvy Stock Brokingorder on Karvy Stock Broking

• Securities Appellate Tribunal
(SAT) extended the stay on
implementing the Securities

and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) order that barred Karvy
Stock Broking from taking up
new assignment or launching
new schemes.

• SEBI’s ruling was with regard
to the IPO scam of 2003-2005.
Earlier in June, SAT had stayed
the SEBI order till a hearing.

• SEBI had charged that Karvy
Stock Broking had “failed to
maintain high standards of in-
tegrity and further indulged in
manipulation and malpractices
and thereby violated the code
of conduct” specified in its Bro-
ker Regulations.

MSME: a road map forMSME: a road map forMSME: a road map forMSME: a road map forMSME: a road map for
executing budgetexecuting budgetexecuting budgetexecuting budgetexecuting budget
announcementsannouncementsannouncementsannouncementsannouncements

• This year’s budget has
announced specific steps that
provide a positive direction to
the micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) sector for
growth. One such long-
overdue step is the
announcement of revision of
the existing definition.

• The threshold limits of defining
MSMEs were set way back in
2006 and, while global MSMEs
are a lot larger than Indian
MSMEs, the definition makes it
difficult to create linkages
between MSMEs in India and
the MSMEs worldwide.

• Definition is based on
investment in plant and
machinery. Inflation has
increased the cost of
investment under plant and
machinery, and this strengthens
the case to expeditiously
review the definition based on
investment criteria.

• Access to finance remains a
challenge for MSMEs. Setting
up a committee to examine the
financial architecture of
MSMEs is welcome; however,
what is required is concrete
recommendations for faster
availability of credit at low cost.

• Issues related to service tax for
MSMEs are yet to be resolved.
For instance, an increase in the
threshold limit for levy of
service tax is desirable.

No proposal to lower gold import duty: FinMinNo proposal to lower gold import duty: FinMinNo proposal to lower gold import duty: FinMinNo proposal to lower gold import duty: FinMinNo proposal to lower gold import duty: FinMin

• The Finance Ministry on Friday
said at present it has no
proposal to lower customs duty
on gold from the current 10 per
cent.

•· There have been demands for
reduction in the levy on the
precious metal as imports
declined to 638 tonnes in
2013-14 from 845 tonnes in the
previous fiscal.

• Following a sudden spurt in
gold import in the beginning of
2013, the government had

hiked import duty on the
precious metal to 10 per cent
in phases. The government and
the Reserve Bank also imposed
certain other restrictions on
shipments, including linking of
imports to exports to prevent
outflow of foreign exchange.

• Government said the cases of
gold smuggling had gone up in
2013-14 to 2,441. In 2012-13
and 2011-12 the number of
such cases stood at 869 and
500 respectively.
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• The proposed
entrepreneurship-friendly
Bankruptcy Law is a much
needed breather for the
industry, and will facilitate easy
exit for loss-making units.

• Finally, the focus on SME
development in the Northeast
and Jammu & Kashmir, as
announced in the budget, will
lead to balanced regional
development, especially
through better rail connectivity
in the Northeast.

India has to decide on tradeIndia has to decide on tradeIndia has to decide on tradeIndia has to decide on tradeIndia has to decide on trade
rules: Kerryrules: Kerryrules: Kerryrules: Kerryrules: Kerry

• U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry said, while India and the
U.S. have one of the most
important relationships, “India
has a decision to make about
where it fits in the trading
system”.

• India’s willingness to support a
rules-based trading order and
fulfil its obligations would help
to welcome greater investment
from the U.S. and from around
the world.

• Mr. Kerry said the fact that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
put in place greater
transparency and
accountability during his time
as Chief Minister of Gujarat “tells
us he has already provided a
model of how raising standards
can actually increase economic
growth.”

World Bank rolling backWorld Bank rolling backWorld Bank rolling backWorld Bank rolling backWorld Bank rolling back
safeguards: leaked reportsafeguards: leaked reportsafeguards: leaked reportsafeguards: leaked reportsafeguards: leaked report

• The World Bank may be on the
verge of rolling back a wide
range of in-built environmental
and community protections
surrounding its development
projects worldwide.

• The impact on India could be
substantial, especially as World
Bank President Jim Yong Kim
said after meeting Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on July
23 that the Bank “will be ready
to provide financial support
worth $15-18 billion over the
next three years,”.

• Under the broad rubric of
‘more carve-outs than
coverage,’ critics of the Bank’s
latest proposed move noted
that borrower systems may
replace application of the
safeguards, with no clear
minimum standard for
determining their adequacy;
and sub-projects classified by
borrowers as Substantial Risk
need only comply with national
laws, not the safeguards.

• On human rights BHR noted
that the vision statement did
not contain any enforceable
clauses, rather they were,
“limited in scope, and takes for
granted that the Bank’s
operations are supportive of
human rights without providing
a framework for ensuring this.”
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Mars orbiter Spacecraft toMars orbiter Spacecraft toMars orbiter Spacecraft toMars orbiter Spacecraft toMars orbiter Spacecraft to
Reach Target in 75 DaysReach Target in 75 DaysReach Target in 75 DaysReach Target in 75 DaysReach Target in 75 Days

• Exactly 75 days from Saturday,
India’s Mars spacecraft is
scheduled for a rendezvous
with the red planet, Mars
Orbiter Spacecraft has

pathogens, which increases the
risks of disease transmission.
The loss of animals is driven
primarily by loss of habitat and
global climate disruption, and
could have trickle-up effects in
our everyday lives.

Contact Re-established withContact Re-established withContact Re-established withContact Re-established withContact Re-established with
Russian Satellite CarryingRussian Satellite CarryingRussian Satellite CarryingRussian Satellite CarryingRussian Satellite Carrying
GeckosGeckosGeckosGeckosGeckos

• Russia’s space agency lost
contact last week with a
Photon-M satellite carrying five
of the lizards for an experiment
on weightlessness and sexual
behaviour.

• But mission control outside
Moscow said this weekend it
had re-established
communications with the
satellite and the intrepid gecko
sexplorers’ research would
continue.

• The satellite was launched from
Kazakhstan’s Baikonur
cosmodrome on July 19 after
electrical problems delayed it
for three weeks.

Science and TechnologyScience and TechnologyScience and TechnologyScience and TechnologyScience and Technology

• Sea state forecasts improve
vessels’ operational safety at
ports

• Forty-eight hour forecasts on
sea state conditions are coming

travelled 525 million km on its
heliocentric arc.

• In the last crucial milestone on
June 11, ISRO performed the
second Trajectory Correction
Manoeuvre (TCM—2) on the
orbiter as a mid-course
correction to keep the
spacecraft on course.

• The ambitious Mars mission
under a Rs 450 crore project
was launched from Sriharikota
in Andhra Pradesh onboard the
Pollar Satellite Launch Vehicle
on November 5 2013.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Biodiversity Loss Pushing Earth Towards Sixth Mass ExtinctionBiodiversity Loss Pushing Earth Towards Sixth Mass ExtinctionBiodiversity Loss Pushing Earth Towards Sixth Mass ExtinctionBiodiversity Loss Pushing Earth Towards Sixth Mass ExtinctionBiodiversity Loss Pushing Earth Towards Sixth Mass Extinction

• Scientists now warn that the
persistent loss and decline of
biodiversity is leading humanity
to early days of the planet’s
sixth mass biological extinction
event.

• Since 1500, more than 320
terrestrial vertebrates have
become extinct. Populations of
the remaining species show a
25 per cent average decline in
abundance. The situation is

similarly dire for invertebrate
animal life.

• While previous extinctions
have been driven by natural
planetary transformations or
catastrophic asteroid strikes,
the current die-off can be
associated with human activity.

• Where human density is high,
you get high rates of
defaunation, high incidence of
rodents and thus high levels of
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to the aid of crews and vessels
in ensuring operational safety
across all major and many minor
ports in the country.

• Indian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS) are currently
providing the forecasts to 12
major and 64 of the 200 minor
ports along the Indian
coastline.

• The forecast service basically
provides sea state up to a
distance of 50 km from the port
locations.

• Strategically located, the major
ports with excellent
infrastructure handle both
regional and international multi
cargo, while the minor ports
handle around 30 per cent of
the total traffic, there was
scope for development of
minor ports into major ones,
given the huge international
demand for bulk transport of
multi-cargo.
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Germany Lift FIFA World Cup 2014 titleGermany Lift FIFA World Cup 2014 titleGermany Lift FIFA World Cup 2014 titleGermany Lift FIFA World Cup 2014 titleGermany Lift FIFA World Cup 2014 title ascent in sports achievements
with another record-breaking
show in the 2010 Asian Games
in Guangzhou where India won
65 medals. Two years later, the
country won six medals in
London, almost half of the
individual medals won in the
entire Olympic history.

• The Games will see 4,500
athletes from 71 nations of the
erstwhile British empire
compete for the top honours
with superstar sprinter Usain
Bolt of Jamaica and middle and
long distance king Mo Farah of
England expected to set the
Hampden Park Stadium ablaze.

• India, which has sent 215
athletes in 14 sports, will be hit
hard by the scrapping of
archery and tennis from
Glasgow Games and the
reduction in the number of
medal events in shooting and
wrestling. The country had won
a combined 12 medals from
archery and tennis in 2010
while bagging 14 medals from
the 18 events dropped this
time from shooting. Greco-
Roman category in wrestling,
from which India won eight
medals in 2010, has also been
done away with in Glasgow.

U.S. Lawmakers Ask FIBA toU.S. Lawmakers Ask FIBA toU.S. Lawmakers Ask FIBA toU.S. Lawmakers Ask FIBA toU.S. Lawmakers Ask FIBA to
Review its Policy on Sikh TurbansReview its Policy on Sikh TurbansReview its Policy on Sikh TurbansReview its Policy on Sikh TurbansReview its Policy on Sikh Turbans

• Appalled by reports that Sikh
players from India were asked
to remove their turbans at an
international basketball match,
top U.S. lawmakers have
launched a campaign asking
International Basketball

SPORTS

• Germany’s Mario Götze kicks in
second half of extra time to win
1-0 against Argentina in final of
the FIFA World Cup 2014.
Germany became the first side
from Europe to win a World Cup
in South America.

• Lionel Messi Of Argentina was
awarded Golden Ball, which is
given to best player of the
tournament.

• This was Germanies fourth
world cup, last coming in 1990
against the same opponent.
This is the first World Cup for
unified Germany, the previous
three having been won by West
Germany in 1954, 1974 and
1990.

• Argentina last won world cup
in 1986, which was played in
Mexico.

• Manuel Neuer of Germany won
the Golden Glove, award for
best goalkeeper.

• James Rodriguez of Colombia
won the Golden boot award for

most number(6) of goals in the
tournament.

India aims top three finish inIndia aims top three finish inIndia aims top three finish inIndia aims top three finish inIndia aims top three finish in
Glasgow CWGGlasgow CWGGlasgow CWGGlasgow CWGGlasgow CWG

• The unprecedented success
achieved in the last edition in
India would be hard to
replicate this time after the
dropping of a few disciplines,
a 215-strong Indian contingent
would nonetheless seek a top-
five finish in the 20th
Commonwealth Games.

• India finished second behind
Australia with a record 101
medal haul in New Delhi
Games.

• The Delhi CWG triggered an
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Federation(FIBA) to review
the discriminatory policy.
Sikh players participating
within FIBA were told that their
turbans violate Article 4.4.2 of
FIBA’s official rules, which
states that “Players shall not
wear equipment (objects) that
may cause injury to other
players.”

• There is no evidence showing
that a turban has been
dangerous during basketball
games or other popular sports
events, the Congressmen
argue, The letter cited the
example of Darsh Preet Singh
who captained the basketball
team at Trinity University while
maintaining his turban
throughout a successful career
at the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA).

ON TARGETON TARGETON TARGETON TARGETON TARGET
Apurvi and Rahi Shoot GoldApurvi and Rahi Shoot GoldApurvi and Rahi Shoot GoldApurvi and Rahi Shoot GoldApurvi and Rahi Shoot Gold

• Apurvi Chandela and Rahi
Sarnobat were the toast of the
Indian camp as the duo won
gold in the women’s 10m air
rifle and 25m pistol
respectively.

• Apurvi went to the final topping
the preliminaries with a Games

Hazare, Deodhar tourneys toHazare, Deodhar tourneys toHazare, Deodhar tourneys toHazare, Deodhar tourneys toHazare, Deodhar tourneys to
be Played First forbe Played First forbe Played First forbe Played First forbe Played First for
World Cup SelectionWorld Cup SelectionWorld Cup SelectionWorld Cup SelectionWorld Cup Selection

With the ICC Cricket World Cup
to be played in Australia and
New Zealand in February-
March 2015, two 50-over one-
day tournaments — the inter-
State Vijay Hazare and the inter-
zonal Prof. Deodhar Trophy —
will gain precedence over the
national championship for the
Ranji Trophy, which is a first
class tournament.

• The BCCI’s Technical
Committee, headed by Anil
Kumble, which met at the
Cricket Centre here , has
recommended the change in
the annual tournament
schedule to the Working
Committee, which is expected
to ratify the same.

• The only home international
season this year will feature
three Tests against the West
Indies at Bangalore,
Hyderabad and Ahmedabad,
five ODIs at Kolkata,
Visakhapatnam, Cuttack,
Dharamsala and Kochi and a
Twenty20 match at New Delhi.

ICC warns Ali againstICC warns Ali againstICC warns Ali againstICC warns Ali againstICC warns Ali against
Repeat of Gaza ProtestRepeat of Gaza ProtestRepeat of Gaza ProtestRepeat of Gaza ProtestRepeat of Gaza Protest

• England’s Moeen Ali has been
warned by world cricket chiefs
not to wear wristbands
declaring his support for the
people of Gaza again during
international matches.

record total of 415.6 points.
She shot brilliantly right
through the final, going into the
lead with a score of 31.4 points
and staying there through the
next eight rounds.

• Ayonika had finished fourth in
the preliminaries with a score
of 413.2 points. However, the
Mumbai girl was in no mood to
surrender and showed steely
resolve as she clawed her way
back to second with three
rounds remaining. In the end,
Ayonika had a score of 204.9
points as against Apurvi’s
winning total of 206.7 points.

• India also picked up a silver
medal through Prakash
Nanjappa in the men’s 10m air
pistol. Australia’s Daniel
Repacholi took the gold.

Red Bull driver Ricciardo winsRed Bull driver Ricciardo winsRed Bull driver Ricciardo winsRed Bull driver Ricciardo winsRed Bull driver Ricciardo wins
Hungarian Grand Prix aheadHungarian Grand Prix aheadHungarian Grand Prix aheadHungarian Grand Prix aheadHungarian Grand Prix ahead
of Alonsoof Alonsoof Alonsoof Alonsoof Alonso

• Daniel Ricciardo of Red Bull
won the Hungarian Grand Prix
, overtaking Ferrari’s Fernando
Alonso near the end of the race.

• Lewis Hamilton, who started
from pit lane after crashing
during qualifying, was third,
holding off Mercedes
teammate Nico Rosberg, who
started from pole position.

• It was Ricciardo’s second
victory of the season and his
career, having won the
Canadian Grand Prix in
Montreal in June.
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• But the International Cricket

Council (ICC) said Ali would
face no disciplinary action on
this occasion after being
warned about his future
conduct by match referee
David Boon.

• Ali wore wristbands during the
third Test against India on
Monday that read “Save Gaza”
and “Free Palestine”

Indians wrest three GoldsIndians wrest three GoldsIndians wrest three GoldsIndians wrest three GoldsIndians wrest three Golds

• It rained gold medals for India,
as the freestyle wrestling

competitions got underway,
The fine show also helped the

country get into a double count
in terms of gold medals.

• Besides the three titles won by
Sushil Kumar, Amit Kumar and
Vinesh, India also picked up a
silver medal through Rajiv
Tomar while Jyoti finished
fourth in the women’s 75kg
category.

Mali adds to India’s tallyMali adds to India’s tallyMali adds to India’s tallyMali adds to India’s tallyMali adds to India’s tally

• Chandrakant Mali boosted the
Indian tally by winning a
bronze medal in the 94kg
category of the weightlifting
competitions.

• The Indian had a best of 150kg
in the snatch and 188kg in the
clean and jerk to finish with a
total of 338kg, behind Steven
Kukuna Kari (Papa New
Guinea) and Simplice Ribouem
(Australia). Kari won the gold
on lower body weight after he
and Ribouem finished with
349.

• India is ranked 6th after Navjot
Kaur won the latest bronze
medal for the Indian side taking
their medal tally to 42 with 10
gold, 20 silver and 12 bronze.
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Russian award forRussian award forRussian award forRussian award forRussian award for
Viswanathan AnandViswanathan AnandViswanathan AnandViswanathan AnandViswanathan Anand

• Chess greats Viswanathan
Anand (India) and Boris
Gelfand (Israel) have been
selected for the Russian
Federation’s ‘Order of
Friendship’ award.

• The awards recognise foreign
nationals’ contribution to
expanding friendship and
cooperation with the Russian
Federation and to the
development of economic,
scientific and cultural ties.

• Anand and Gelfand played the
FIDE world chess
championship match at the
State Tretyakov Gallery in
Moscow in 2012.

President Pranab MukherjeePresident Pranab MukherjeePresident Pranab MukherjeePresident Pranab MukherjeePresident Pranab Mukherjee
to award Gandhi Peace prizeto award Gandhi Peace prizeto award Gandhi Peace prizeto award Gandhi Peace prizeto award Gandhi Peace prize

• Environmentalist Chandi
Prasad Bhatt will be awarded
the prestigious Gandhi Peace
prize for 2013 by President
Pranab Mukherjee.

AWARDS & PRIZES
• The Gandhi Peace Prize was

instituted by the government in
1995 on the occasion of the
125th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

• This annual award is given to
individuals and institutions for
their contributions towards
social, economic and political
transformation through non-
violence and other Gandhian
methods. It carries a plaque,

citation and an amount of Rs. 1
crore.

• The recipients of this award
include former Tanzanian
President Dr Julius K Nyerere,
founder President of Sarvodaya
Sharamadana movement in Sri
Lanka Dr A.T. Ariyaratne, Dr
Gerhard Fischer of Rama
Krishna Mission in Germany,
Baba Amte, Dr Nelson Mandela
etc.

Environmentalist Chandi Prasad gets Gandhi Peace PrizeEnvironmentalist Chandi Prasad gets Gandhi Peace PrizeEnvironmentalist Chandi Prasad gets Gandhi Peace PrizeEnvironmentalist Chandi Prasad gets Gandhi Peace PrizeEnvironmentalist Chandi Prasad gets Gandhi Peace Prize

• Environmentalist and social
activist Chandi Prasad Bhatt
was presented the Gandhi
Peace Prize by President
Pranab Mukherjee.

• Mr. Bhatt is a dedicated,
tireless and invaluable worker
for the conservation of the
environment, the Chipko
movement started by him in
1973 followed the method of
peaceful and non-violent
Satyagraha for the redressal of
the legitimate rights of the hill
people to collect wood and

fodder and saving them from
natural calamities owing to
large-scale deforestation.

• A Gandhian and a member of
the Sarvodaya movement, Mr.
Bhatt organised the Dashauli
Gram Swarajya Sangh in 1964.
He dedicated himself through
the Sangh to improve the lives
of villagers, providing
employment near their homes
in forest-based industries, and
fighting against wrong policies
through Gandhian non-violent
satyagraha.
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Emotional ReunionsEmotional ReunionsEmotional ReunionsEmotional ReunionsEmotional Reunions she was also a determined
political activist in the struggle
to end white minority rule in her
country.

• Gordimer won the Nobel Prize
for literature in 1991 for novels
that explored the complex
relationships and human cost of
racial conflict in apartheid-era
South Africa.

• Gordimer’s first novel, The
Lying Days appeared in 1953,
and she acknowledged that it
had autobiographical
elements. A New York Times
reviewer compared it to Alan
Paton’s Cry the Beloved
Country, saying Gordimer’s
work “is the longer, the richer,
intellectually the more
exciting.”

• She won the Booker Prize in
1974 for The Conservationist, a
novel about a white South
African who loses everything.

Syrian President Assad swornSyrian President Assad swornSyrian President Assad swornSyrian President Assad swornSyrian President Assad sworn
in for third termin for third termin for third termin for third termin for third term

• President Bashar Assad
marked the start of his third
seven-year term in office amid

IN THE NEWS

• “It’s our second life,” said a
relieved Sona Joseph as she
arrived at the Cochin
International Airport Limited
(CIAL) along with her twin sister
Veena Joseph and 44 other
Indian nurses on special Air
India flight, AI 160, from Erbil
in strife-torn Iraq.

• In what came as a relief to the
Modi government after days of
planning a rescue mission in
Iraq, the plane carrying 183
evacuees, including workers
from Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, touched down safely
at Kochi though five hours
behind schedule.

• Kerala Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy, who was at the airport
with a host of leaders and
officials, attributed the
successful evacuation to the
concerted and coordinated
efforts of the Ministry of
External Affairs, the State
government, and the Indian
embassy.

Pinky Anand appointed ASGPinky Anand appointed ASGPinky Anand appointed ASGPinky Anand appointed ASGPinky Anand appointed ASG

• Senior Advocate Pinky Anand
has been appointed
Additional Solicitor-General in
the Supreme Court.

• She is the second woman
lawyer to be appointed ASG
after senior advocate Indira
Jaising.

Nobel laureate, activistNobel laureate, activistNobel laureate, activistNobel laureate, activistNobel laureate, activist
Nadine Gordimer diesNadine Gordimer diesNadine Gordimer diesNadine Gordimer diesNadine Gordimer dies

• Nadine Gordimer, died
peacefully in her sleep at her
home in Johannesburg on
Sunday. She was 90 years old.

• Nadine Gordimer was first a
writer of fiction and a defender
of creativity and expression,
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a bloody civil war that has
ravaged the Arab country.

• In the past year, Syria have
seized the momentum in the
civil war and troops made
steady advances on several
fronts against outgunned rebels
bogged down in infighting.

• Throughout the crisis, Mr. Assad
has maintained that the conflict
that has torn his nation apart was
a Western-backed conspiracy
executed by “terrorists” and
not a popular revolt by people
inspired by the Arab Spring
uprisings, seeking democracy
and disenchanted with his
authoritarian rule.

• Syria’s civil war, now in its
fourth year, has killed more
than 170,000 people and
displaced one third of the
country’s population.

• Mr. Assad declared victory
over “terrorism” and said
countries that supported the
Syrian opposition “will pay a
high price”.

Jakarta Governor Widodo winsJakarta Governor Widodo winsJakarta Governor Widodo winsJakarta Governor Widodo winsJakarta Governor Widodo wins
Indonesian presidentialIndonesian presidentialIndonesian presidentialIndonesian presidentialIndonesian presidential
electionelectionelectionelectionelection

• Jakarta Governor Joko Widodo,
who won the hearts of
Indonesians with his common
man image, won Indonesia’s
presidential election with 53
per cent of the vote.

• The numbers were released
shortly after his opponent,
former general Prabowo
Subianto, declared he was
withdrawing from the contest,
saying there was massive fraud

during the election.

Exoplanet withExoplanet withExoplanet withExoplanet withExoplanet with
704-day-long Year Found704-day-long Year Found704-day-long Year Found704-day-long Year Found704-day-long Year Found

• Using NASA’s Kepler
spacecraft, researchers have
discovered an exoplanet with
the longest known year.

• The newly discovered Kepler-
421b circles its star in 704 days.
It is the longest period of
revolution known yet for a
planet outside of our solar
system.

MH17 black boxes handedMH17 black boxes handedMH17 black boxes handedMH17 black boxes handedMH17 black boxes handed
over to British expertsover to British expertsover to British expertsover to British expertsover to British experts

• The British government has
confirmed that the two black
boxes from Malaysian airlines
Flight MH 17 that crashed in
eastern Ukraine killing 298 on
board have been handed over
to British investigators.

• Boxes will contain recordings
of all cockpit conversations
prior to the crash, The AAIB
can now analyse hours of
conversation and the contents
of the flight data recorder for
clues on why and how the
plane went down.

• The boxes were handed over
by a joint technical protocol
signed by representatives of
the Netherlands, Malaysia,
Ukraine and the United
Nations’ International Civil
Aviation Organisation.

• The AAIB is responsible for the
investigation of civil aircraft
accidents and serious
incidents within the U.K.

Sachin Tendulkar bats forSachin Tendulkar bats forSachin Tendulkar bats forSachin Tendulkar bats forSachin Tendulkar bats for
clean water with Livpureclean water with Livpureclean water with Livpureclean water with Livpureclean water with Livpure

• Livpure Foundation, the CSR
arm of SAR group, announced
an initiative to spread
awareness on safe drinking
water as water borne diseases
are one on the biggest causes
of mortality in India.

• As part of the initiative, the
foundation would focus on
urban slums and various states
including West Bengal, Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh.

• Cricket legend Sachin
Tendulkar said”There are so
many children under 5 who are
affected by water borne
diseases…not just affected
many lives are lost. It is a
movement to help eradicate
the mortality rate among
children due to waterborne
diseases”.

Iraq ElectsIraq ElectsIraq ElectsIraq ElectsIraq Elects
Fuad Masum as PresidentFuad Masum as PresidentFuad Masum as PresidentFuad Masum as PresidentFuad Masum as President

• Iraqi lawmakers elected a
veteran Kurdish politician as
the nation’s new president,
hours after an attack on a prison
convoy killed dozens of
people.

• In the past, Islamic militants
have staged several jailbreaks,
including a complex, military-
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style assault on two Baghdad-
area prisons in July 2013 that
freed more than 500 inmates.

• Masum’s election comes as Iraq
is facing its worst crisis since
the 2011 withdrawal of U.S.
troops amid the blitz offensive
last month by Islamic State
group that captured large
swaths of land in the country’s
west and north, including Iraq’s
second largest city of Mosul.

• The vote for president a post
previously held by ailing
Kurdish leader Talabani is
widely viewed as a step toward
achieving consensus among

political rivals, seen as
necessary for tackling the
deteriorating security crisis.

• Masum is considered a soft-
spoken moderate, known for
keeping good relations with
Sunni and Shiite Arab
politicians.

• Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s
bloc won the most seats in April
elections, but he has faced
mounting pressure to step
aside, with critics accusing him
of monopolizing power and
alienating the country’s Sunni
and Kurdish minorities,
contributing to the latest
unrest.

PM launches engagement platformPM launches engagement platformPM launches engagement platformPM launches engagement platformPM launches engagement platform

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched an online platform
mygov.nic.in to engage citizens
in the task of “good
governance” (surajya) as he
completed 60 days in office.
MyGov is a technology-driven
platform that would provide
people with the opportunity to
contribute towards good
governance.

• Groups and corners are an
important part of MyGov. The
platform has been divided into
various groups namely Clean
Ganga, Girl Child Education,

Clean India, Skilled India,
Digital India, Job Creation.
Each group allows for online
and on-ground tasks to be
undertaken by contributors.

• In a video address posted on
the Prime Minister’s website,
Mr. Modi pointed out there was
a widespread belief in the
country that after a government
is elected, a gap develops
between the people and the
executive.

UPSC row:UPSC row:UPSC row:UPSC row:UPSC row:
Rajnath apprises ModiRajnath apprises ModiRajnath apprises ModiRajnath apprises ModiRajnath apprises Modi

• Union Home Minister Rajnath
Singh apprised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of measures
being taken to address issues
raised by civil services aspirants
holding protests against the
“discriminatory” Civil Services
Aptitude Test (CSAT).

• The Home Minister earlier held
a high-level meeting with
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley,
Minister of State for Prime
Minister’s Office Jitendra Singh
and other senior government
officials to explore all possible
solutions.

• While angry students have
been organising protests for the
past several weeks, the
situation turned violent two
days ago after the UPSC issued
admit cards for the preliminary
examination scheduled to be
conducted on August 24.

Construction of bridge withConstruction of bridge withConstruction of bridge withConstruction of bridge withConstruction of bridge with
world’s tallest pillar beginsworld’s tallest pillar beginsworld’s tallest pillar beginsworld’s tallest pillar beginsworld’s tallest pillar begins

• Construction of the world’s
tallest railway bridge with the
tallest pillar — it’ll be 141
metres-high — has begun near
Noney in Manipur.

• The bridge, which spans over
a gorge with an overall length
of about 700 meters, is part of
the 111-km long Jiribam-Tupul-
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Imphal broad gauge railway
line under construction that will
connect Manipur’s capital
Imphal with the country’s
railway network.

• This bridge is slated to become
the tallest in the world from the
point of view of pillar height
surpassing the existing tallest of
Mala-Rijeka viaduct on
Belgrade-Bar railway line in

Europe where the height of
pillars is 139 m.

White TigressWhite TigressWhite TigressWhite TigressWhite Tigress
Gives Birth to a Black CubGives Birth to a Black CubGives Birth to a Black CubGives Birth to a Black CubGives Birth to a Black Cub

• Nandankanan Biological Park
authorities claimed on Monday
that the zoo was first in the
country to have a melanistic
(black) tiger cub born in
captivity.

• The zoo celebrated the Global
Tiger Day with joy as the five-
year-old white tigress Sneha
gave birth to four cubs,
including the black cub.
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⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Telangana birth-pangsTelangana birth-pangsTelangana birth-pangsTelangana birth-pangsTelangana birth-pangs

By getting a resolution rejecting
the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
Bill for creating Telangana passed
by the State Assembly just before
the deadline set by President Pranab
Mukherjee to consider the Bill ended
on Thursday, Chief Minister N. Kiran
Kumar Reddy did what little he could
to protect what he saw as his political
constituency: those standing for a
united Andhra Pradesh in the
Rayalaseema and Coastal Andhra
regions. Neither the delay nor the
ultimate rejection of the Telangana
Bill by the Assembly will have any
bearing on the creation of the new
State if the Centre stands firm on its
decision on Telangana. The Chief
Minister, in raising legal and technical
objections to the Bill, might have
managed to convey the opposition
of large sections of the people in
Seemandhra to the division of Andhra
Pradesh, but the manner in which the
proceedings of the House were
conducted from the day the Bill was
introduced till the day it was rejected
reflects badly on his government and
the democratic traditions of the
legislature. Speaker Nadendla
Manohar, who too is politically
opposed to Telangana, put the Chief
Minister’s contentious resolution to a
voice vote amid noisy scenes, and
declared the motion carried in a
matter of two minutes. It was obvious
from the regional representation in the
House that those opposed to the Bill
constituted a majority. The Bill
presented a chance to address the
concerns raised by the proposal to
bifurcate Andhra Pradesh. Instead,
the time was used for political
posturing and the reiteration of
known positions by both sides. Pro-
Telangana members, on their part,
did not press for a division amid the
din, perhaps because they did not
want to expose their lack of numbers.

The voice vote was, in effect, the only
mode of expression of the views of
the legislature.

Now that the onus is on the
Centre to shepherd the Bill through
Parliament, the Congress must
eschew any temptation to use this
issue as part of any electoral strategy
before the Lok Sabha polls. With the
national leadership of the party
backing the creation of Telangana,
and the State unit divided on
geographical lines, making this a
campaign issue is anyway fraught with
risks. No political consensus on the
Bill is possible at this late stage, but
the Centre can bring in amendments
to the Bill to incorporate the concerns
of other parties and representatives
of Rayalaseema and Coastal Andhra.
As the support of the Bharatiya Janata
Party is necessary in the Rajya Sabha,
the Congress will have to keep the
Bill open for amendments. The State
legislature was robbed of a free,
reasoned debate on the issue, but
hopefully Parliament will consider all
aspects of the Bill before bringing
Telangana into being.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Keeping people and tigersKeeping people and tigersKeeping people and tigersKeeping people and tigersKeeping people and tigers
safesafesafesafesafe

As conservation of wild species
becomes more successful, higher
levels of human-wildlife conflict are
being reported in many parts of the
country. The outcome of such
encounters is a distressing number of
human lives lost, and the tragic
elimination of the wild creatures
involved in the attacks. The ‘man-
eating tiger’ incident in Dodabetta in
the Nilgiris, which ended in the
gunning down of the cat, brings to
the fore the dilemma of ensuring a
safe distance between wild animals
and people. Evidently, there are no
easy answers to this question, not just
in India but in several other countries
that have well-protected wildlife.

Two strategies often adopted to
prevent conflict rely on modification
of human and animal behaviour.
Farmers are encouraged to switch to
cash crops to avoid attracting
elephants, while forest departments
provide access to water within
protected areas to stop animals from
moving out. Wild creatures in turn
learn to avoid places rendered
inaccessible through trench-digging
and building of fences. Yet, these are
by no means fail-safe interventions. It
is necessary to identify areas for
intensive protection, and encourage
forest-dwelling communities to move
out — of course, with sufficient
attention devoted to their
rehabilitation at a new location.

Removal of problem animals of-
ten becomes unavoidable if there are
human casualties and there is a pros-
pect of more people being killed. It
would appear ironic, but conservation
advice in such circumstances is usually
to swiftly eliminate the lone animal, such
as the Dodabetta tiger, rather than at-
tempt slow capture and risk negative
public attitudes to tigers as a whole.
Unfortunately, it is not easy to identify
the individual tiger or leopard, and the
conflict may continue even after one
animal is shot dead. In Chikmagalur dis-
trict, for instance, 17 leopards had to
be shot in 1995 before the problem of
attacks on people stopped. Research
evidence supports a strategy that relies
on ‘spatial separation’ of people and
animals as a more rewarding means of
conflict reduction. If isolated villages
and free ranging cattle are moved out
of the small land area that makes up
India’s protected forests, the risk of an
encounter with fierce creatures can be
brought down. The problem today is that
successfully managed national parks
and sanctuaries are witnessing a rise in
tiger and leopard numbers, leading to
the dispersal of old and injured animals
towards habitations on the periphery
and even beyond. Future conservation
strategies would have to rely on well-
administered wildlife sanctuaries, and
equally on a voluntary resettlement
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programme for forest communities.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ‘U.S. spied on‘U.S. spied on‘U.S. spied on‘U.S. spied on‘U.S. spied on
2009 climate Summit’2009 climate Summit’2009 climate Summit’2009 climate Summit’2009 climate Summit’

The U.S. government spied on
delegates at the high-profile UN
climate summit in Copenhagen,
Denmark, in 2009, a document
obtained by some media houses via
whistle-blower Edward Snowden
has revealed.

The talks were spied on to get
critical prior information on the host
country and others’ negotiating
positions even as U.S. President
Barack Obama flew in to sign a deal
with them.

The summit saw the coming
together of more than 90 heads of
state and delegates from more than
180 countries to hammer out a
binding global deal on climate
change, but the talks collapsed. A
political agreement, The
Copenhagen Accord, worked out by
the U.S., taking the lead to negotiate
with four other BASIC countries —
Brazil, India, China and South Africa
— could not be adopted by
consensus as a UN agreement. The
document, an internal U.S. National
Security Agency text, reads:
“Analysts here at NSA, as well as our
Second Party partners, will continue
to provide policymakers with unique,
timely, and valuable insights into key
countries’ preparations and goals for
the conference, as well as
deliberations within countries on
climate change policies and
negotiating strategies.”

It goes on to record, “A late No-
vember report detailed China’s efforts
to coordinate its position with India and
ensure that the two leaders of the de-
veloping world are working towards the
same outcome. Another report pro-
vided advance details of the Danish pro-
posal and their efforts to launch a “res-
cue plan” to save COP-15.” The Danish
hosts prepared an alternative agreement
that they intended to float at the annual
summit. This after talks for a new deal
floundered through the year under im-

mense global scrutiny and civil society
pressure to stitch up an ‘ambitious cli-
mate deal’. An early sketch of the ele-
ments of this draft was floated by Den-
mark in a round of informal meetings —
referred to in the climate negotiations
jargon as the pre-COP — some weeks
before the summit, but delegates were
not allowed to take back copies of the
documents. Delegates from the select
countries did take notes as time per-
mitted. The media reported on these
elements days before the summit got
off the ground.

But the NSA document reveals
that the U.S. administration had got early
access to the entire document which
helped it keep ahead of other countries
at the negotiations during the fortnight
of talks. The NSA document, authored
days ahead of the talks, said, “While the
outcome of the Copenhagen Climate
Change Conference remains uncertain,
signals intelligence will undoubtedly
play a significant role in keeping our ne-
gotiators as well-informed as possible
throughout the 2-week event.”

For days the rumours of the
‘Danish document’ floated at the
Copenhagen talks, with many
countries expressing anger and
anguish at the opaque and covert
operations of the hosts along with
geopolitically-powerful countries.
The climate talks are meant to be
driven by consensus and
transparency, but mistrust brewed
fast and led to the ultimate crash of
the negotiations in 2009. This despite
the U.S. being able to stitch together
a non-binding political agreement
with a very low ambition — something
that suited its interests. Over
subsequent years, the U.S. got many
elements of the political deal
embedded in the UN climate
negotiations while the distrust got
embedded in the talks trenchantly.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ No South China Sea airNo South China Sea airNo South China Sea airNo South China Sea airNo South China Sea air
zone,zone,zone,zone,zone,
China assures ASEANChina assures ASEANChina assures ASEANChina assures ASEANChina assures ASEAN
countriescountriescountriescountriescountries

China has rejected reports
suggesting it was planning to set up

an air defence zone over the disputed
South China Sea, saying it was “yet to
feel any air security threat” from its
Southeast Asian neighbours.

In November, China established
its first Air Defence Identification
Zone (ADIZ) over parts of the East
China Sea, amid an increasingly tense
stand-off with Japan over the
disputed Diaoyu/Senkaku islands. An
ADIZ is a defined area in international
airspace within which countries
monitor and track aircraft heading
towards their territory.

The setting up of the ADIZ
heightened tensions with Japan, as it
overlapped with Japan’s zone and
included the disputed islands. China
at the time defended the move,
pointing out that Japan had
established its own ADIZ in 1969.
After a Japanese newspaper
reported last week that China was
considering setting up a second such
zone over the South China Sea – a
move that would be certain to worry
the half a dozen or so countries that
have competing claims over the sea’s
waters and islands – the Chinese
Foreign Ministry was quick to deny
the report, and also, at the same time,
accuse Tokyo of attempting to fan
tensions.

“In a general view, the Chinese
side has yet to feel any air security
threat from the ASEAN countries and
is optimistic about its relations with
the neighbouring countries and the
general situation in the South China
Sea region”, Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hong Lei said in a
statement.

He blamed “right-wing forces of
Japan” for “repeatedly clamor[ing]”
about the alleged plan of China to
set up ADIZ over the South China
Sea”. “We sternly warned these forces
not to mislead public opinions with
rumors and play up tensions for their
own selfish benefit,” he said.

China-Japan relations have
soured over the past year over the
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disputed islands, and issues relating
to wartime history and the Japanese
occupation of China during the
Second World War. China was
especially angered by a visit by the
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
to the controversial Yasukuni war
shrine - a memorial for Japanese who
died during the war that also
enshrines 14 Class-A war criminals –
which was the first by a Japanese
leader in seven years. The rising
tensions with Japan have coincided
with an apparent diplomatic
outreach by China to other Asian
countries, ostensibly aimed at
attempting to isolate Tokyo. China’s
ties have warmed with South Korea,
which was also angered by Mr. Abe’s
Yasukuni visit.

Last year, both President Xi
Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang
visited ASEAN countries. A year after
Chinese vessels had run-ins with
ships from both Vietnam and the
Philippines near contested South
China Sea islands, tensions with both
countries have subsided. China
recently signed an agreement for
joint exploration with Vietnam. Mr.
Hong said China and ASEAN
countries were “working together to
implement the declaration on the
conduct of parties in the South China
Sea in a comprehensive and
effective way to safeguard peace
and stability in the region”. He also
hit out at the Japanese media report
about the ADIZ as being “of ulterior
motive and simply aimed to shift
international attention from and
cover up the plot to change Japan’s
pacifist constitution and expand its
military power.”

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ U.S. warns Sri Lanka onU.S. warns Sri Lanka onU.S. warns Sri Lanka onU.S. warns Sri Lanka onU.S. warns Sri Lanka on
pace of reconciliationpace of reconciliationpace of reconciliationpace of reconciliationpace of reconciliation

Voicing frustration over the
pace of reconciliation in Sri Lanka five
years after the end of the war, a
visiting official from the United States
on Saturday warned that the
patience of the international

community was wearing thin.
Assistant Secretary of State for South
and Central Asian Affairs Nisha Desai
Biswal said deterioration in human
rights, transparency and governance
was taking a toll on democracy in Sri
Lanka. “We reiterated our
commitment to Sri Lanka but
conveyed our concerns to senior
government officials about the
insufficient progress in addressing
justice, reconciliation, and
accountability,” Ms. Biswal said at a
press conference here. Ms. Biswal,
who arrived in Colombo on Friday,
met top government officials,
politicians in the ruling coalition and
the Opposition – including Northern
Province Chief Minister C.V.
Wigneswaran – and civil society
representatives. On Saturday, she
travelled to Jaffna, and held meetings
with civil society representatives
there. Amid growing speculation on
a strong U.S.-sponsored resolution
against Sri Lanka, she said: “We are
concerned about the worsening
situation with respect to human
rights, including continued attacks
against religious minorities, as well as
the weakening of the rule of law and
an increase in the levels of corruption
and impunity.”

Only about a week ago did the
Northern Provincial Council pass a
resolution calling for an international
inquiry into the alleged war crimes.
Asked if the U.S.-resolution was likely
to push for an international probe, Ms.
Biswal — who maintained that it was
too early to comment on how it
would be worded — said the U.S.
always had a strong desire to have a
Sri Lanka-led reconciliation process,
but the international community was
frustrated and sceptical of the pace
of the government’s progress in this
regard.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Australia claims substantialAustralia claims substantialAustralia claims substantialAustralia claims substantialAustralia claims substantial
progress on reef protectionprogress on reef protectionprogress on reef protectionprogress on reef protectionprogress on reef protection

Australia said that it had made
substantial progress on the U.N.

request for better protection of the
Great Barrier Reef and the world
heritage site should not be listed
among “in danger”.

Environment Minister Greg Hunt
said there was genuine improvement
in key reef indicators in regards to
dugongs, turtles, seagrass and coral.

“Early indications are that these
are important and well received
developments internationally,” he
was quoted as saying by The Age
newspaper.

“It is a permanent task for every
Australian government to protect and
maintain the reef; nobody can ever
rest on that. But there should be no
way the reef can and should be
considered ‘in danger’.”

The World Heritage Committee
had threatened to put the reef on a
list of world heritage sites considered
“in danger” after Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority approved
dumping of dredging spoil inside the
marine park.

In a progress report to the U.N.
World Heritage Committee, the
federal and Queensland
governments have said the natural
values the reef was protected for are
still largely intact, although in parts
— such as inshore areas south of
Cooktown — they are declining.

Australian Coral Reef Society
president Peter Mumby referred to
concerns raised in past that the reef
was in the worst shape since
monitoring began and said the
progress report played down
industrial development threats.

He said development already
on the table would add 14 million
tonnes a year of damaging sediment
to reef waters.

“We have real concerns over
developments that have not been
addressed,” he said.

University of Queensland coral
reef ecologist Selina Ward said the
Abbot Point decision was dangerous
because the best modelling showed
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dumped sediment would drift to
outer areas, hurting coral and
seagrass.

The progress report said
extreme weather events and climate
change were the biggest threats to
the reef. It also pointed to nutrient
and sediment run-off from land
clearing and agriculture, and
associated crown-of-thorns
outbreaks.

It said pollution from other
sources, including port development
and dredging, “is minor but may be
highly significant locally and over
short time periods”.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Caught off guard by taperCaught off guard by taperCaught off guard by taperCaught off guard by taperCaught off guard by taper

The recent announcement by
the U.S. Federal Reserve of a further
reduction in its monthly bond-buying
programme by $10 billion, to $65
billion, seems to have caught
emerging market economies off-
guard. This is quite in contrast to their
equanimous reaction in December
when the stimulus-reduction
programme was launched. This is
attributed to the fact that the
announcement of January 29
completely ignored the concerns of
emerging- market countries.

Many of them were under
pressure even earlier and the
announcement, without
acknowledging the volatility that it
had already caused, offered no
respite to a number of countries, from
Argentina to South Africa. Their
currencies weakened, in some cases
precipitously. Their stock markets fell
in conjunction and bond markets
reacted violently. Threatened with a
possible choking of easy money,
investors started selling emerging
market stocks and currencies to invest
in the developed countries that offer
better risk-adjusted returns at this
juncture. Predictably, many central
banks of developing countries hiked
interest rates to stabilise their
currencies, but with mixed results.

India has shown greater resilience
this time compared to many other
similarly placed economies, and
even in relation to its record last
September when the news of a
possible tapering sent global markets
into a tizzy. Improved
macroeconomic fundamentals and
the RBI’s determination to check
inflation have boosted investor
confidence.

However, given that growth
rates are still sluggish and given the
possibility of fiscal slippages, India
will continue to faces challenges.
Over-reliance on short-term flows to
bridge balance of payments has
been the bane of external sector
management, and at times like this
the policy shortcomings stand
exposed.

There are two broad lessons to
be drawn from the taper and the
reactions to it. RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan has pointed out that
policy coordination among countries
has been a casualty. In the immediate
post-crisis period, emerging
economies helped boost global
demand through well-coordinated
fiscal stimulus programmes. A
complete synchronisation of
monetary and fiscal policies might not
be possible in practice but certain
seminal policy measures such as the
U.S. taper do require wider
consultation and coordination
among countries. This has been the
consensus view at several forums —
including the G-20 and IMF-World
Bank meetings. Second, it needs to
be noted that U.S. monetary policy is
framed with reference to the U.S.
economy. The gradual withdrawal of
the stimulus is dependent on the U.S.
economy reaching some well
defined milestones such as reduction
in unemployment. The ongoing taper
signals a stronger U.S. economy, and
that should be good news for India
and other emerging economies — at
least in the long run.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ C.N.R. Rao,C.N.R. Rao,C.N.R. Rao,C.N.R. Rao,C.N.R. Rao,
Sachin conferred Bharat RatnaSachin conferred Bharat RatnaSachin conferred Bharat RatnaSachin conferred Bharat RatnaSachin conferred Bharat Ratna

Renowned scientist C.N.R. Rao
and former cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar were on Tuesday
conferred the Bharat Ratna, the
highest civilian award of the country
for exceptional contribution in any
field of human endeavour.

The award was presented by
President Pranab Mukherjee at a brief
ceremony in the historic Durbar Hall
of Rashtrapati Bhavan. Mr. Tendulkar
is the first sportsperson and sitting
Rajya Sabha member to receive the
prestigious award.

Prof. Rao, Chairperson of the
Scientific Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister, dedicated the award
to his mother and students. Mr.
Tendulkar dedicated the feat to his
mother and “all the mothers who
sacrificed their wishes for their
children.”

“It is the biggest honour for me.
I will continue to bat for my country.
Even though my cricket has stopped,
I will try my best to give people of
India a reason to smile,” he said after
the function.

Mr. Tendulkar, dressed in a dark
outfit, was accompanied by his wife,
Anjali, and daughter, Sara.

Rashtrapati Bhavan staff had a
harrowing time controlling the guests,
most of whom wanted to shake hands
with the cricketer, who retired from
active cricket last year, and take his
autograph.

Even security personnel were
seen jostling for a glimpse of the
cricketer, and many of them managed
to take his autograph as well.

Prof. Rao, who has 1,400 papers
and 45 books to his credit, said: “It is
fantastic. It is more important than
anything. Nothing comparable to
India honouring me.” He hoped that
he would be able to accomplish
“something important” in the coming
years.
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Prof. Rao, who is the third
scientist to receive the Bharat Ratna
after Nobel laureate C.V. Raman and
former President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
said that while India was doing
reasonably well in science, other
countries were doing better. South
Korea and China were spending
more on research.

Prof. Rao’s contributions have
been recognised by most major
scientific academies across the world
by way of memberships and
fellowships, and numerous national
and international awards.

Both Prof. Rao and Mr. Tendulkar
have received the Padma Vibhushan
earlier. The two join the club of 41
eminent personalities who have been
honoured with Bharat Ratna since it
was instituted in 1954. Vice-
President Hamid Ansari, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and a host of
Ministers were among those present
at the function.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ UN delegation meetsUN delegation meetsUN delegation meetsUN delegation meetsUN delegation meets
with armed groups in Maliwith armed groups in Maliwith armed groups in Maliwith armed groups in Maliwith armed groups in Mali

The U.N. Security Council met
on Monday with representatives of
armed Tuareg groups active in
northern Mali as part of an effort to
accelerate peace talks with the
government, though participants said
disagreements on conditions for the
talks had not been resolved.

Tuareg rebels launched a
rebellion in northern Mali in early
2012 that gave way to a military coup,
allowing them to take control of the
country’s north. However, al-Qaeda-
linked Islamic extremists later took
over much of the north, prompting
France to launch a military
intervention in early 2013.

Though Mali held successful
presidential and legislative elections
last year, security in the north remains
precarious, and the National
Movement for the Liberation of the
Azawad in particular maintains a

strong presence in and around the
northern city of Kidal.

Despite the efforts of various
mediators, negotiations between the
armed groups in the north and the
government of President Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita have stalled. Last
month, Tuareg rebels withdrew from
negotiations set to take place in
Algeria after concluding that their
push for greater autonomy would not
be addressed. Authorities in Bamako
are emphasizing a decentralization
process that would bolster the
Bamako-based government’s
presence throughout the country.

One of the chief goals of the
Security Council visit, which ended
on Monday, was to accelerate peace
talks with all groups in northern Mali.

The visiting U.N. delegation also
met with local authorities and
received briefings on the work of the
country’s U.N. peacekeeping
mission. On Sunday France’s U.N.
ambassador Gerard Araud said the
mission would reach its full
operational capacity in July, one year
after it took over peacekeeping
activities.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ India better prepared toIndia better prepared toIndia better prepared toIndia better prepared toIndia better prepared to
deal with US Fed tapering:deal with US Fed tapering:deal with US Fed tapering:deal with US Fed tapering:deal with US Fed tapering:
RajanRajanRajanRajanRajan

India is better prepared to deal
with any further U.S. Fed tapering,
but the country needs to remain
vigilant to face eventualities, Reserve
Bank Governor Raghuram Rajan said
here on Tuesday.

“We have done a lot to make the
economy robust and we are better
prepared (to deal with impact of
tapering). (But) I will never say we
are fully prepared for any eventuality.
We have to be vigilant.

“We are better prepared
certainly now than we were six
months ago and that is because of
hard work by the government as well
as regulators,” Mr Rajan told reporters
after the FSDC meeting.

Finance Minister P
Chidambaram had chaired the full
meeting of the Financial Stability and
Development Council (FSDC)
comprising all financial sector
regulators.

The meeting took place against
the backdrop of tapering of
Quantitative Easing (QE) in the U.S.,
and the Reserve Bank revising the
current financial year’s growth
projection to less than 5 per cent.

Last week, the U.S. Federal
Reserve decided to cut its bond
purchases further by another USD 10
billion. It has decided to purchase
USD 65 billion per month of mortgage
backed securities and longer-term
treasury securities as against USD 75
billion per month earlier.

Mr Rajan also said the new US
Federal Reserve chief Janet Yellen is
a very experienced central banker.

“I have full faith that she will do
whatever is appropriate and she will
be very reliable central banker,” the
Governor said.

FSDC meetingFSDC meetingFSDC meetingFSDC meetingFSDC meeting
Referring to the FSDC meeting,

he said the government and
regulators discussed a broad set of
issues facing the economy and
decided to move forward on some
of issues, including non-performing
assets.

“As and when the precise
measures (on NPAs) are determined,
we will obviously announce them,”
Mr Rajan added.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Pressure on farmlandPressure on farmlandPressure on farmlandPressure on farmlandPressure on farmland

The government, it appears, is
yet to find ways to address
conflicting demands on land. Instead
of quickly charting a comprehensive
approach to land utilisation, it
continues to speak in different voices
and at cross purposes. The latest
addition to the policy confusion is the
move to consider Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in agricultural land
bought for real estate purposes.
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Existing Foreign Exchange
Management Act regulations prohibit
the use of FDI funds to buy farmland.
However, real estate companies have
tried to bypass these restrictions. Last
year, the Enforcement Directorate
imposed a fine of Rs. 8,600 crore on
Emaar MGF for allegedly using
foreign funds to buy agricultural land.
The Ministry of Urban Development
now wants to ease these restrictions,
and the government has constituted
a three-member Cabinet committee
to look into it. The reasoning behind
this move is that 100 per cent FDI is
already permitted in developing
townships, housing and other
infrastructure projects. Hence, it
would be only logical to extend it and
allow the purchase of agricultural
land for construction purposes. The
other arguments are that restrictions
create bottlenecks and delay
projects, and that buying of
agricultural land on the outskirts of a
city is inevitable and necessary.

On the face of it, relaxing FDI
norms may appear to be a rational
step, but in the absence of a clear-
cut land use policy and plans, it will
hasten unrestricted acquisition and
unplanned conversion of farmland
and lead to hoarding of land. In 2013,
the Ministry of Rural Development
published a draft National Land
Utilisation Policy. It convincingly
argued that the shrinkage of per
capita ownership of agricultural land
and the demand to produce more
food — 245 million tonnes in 2013 to
307 million tonnes in 2020 —
necessitates the protection of fertile
land. The National Policy for Farmers,
announced in 2007, insisted that the
government conserve productive
land and allow any change in use only
under “exceptional circumstances.”
These two policies make no
distinction between foreign and local
investment. The government has not
acted on a recommendation to revive
land use boards, which could

provide guidelines to State
governments. Nor has it
implemented the idea of delineating
and integrating land utilisation zones
under the development plans. These
measures are necessary to map the
availability of land and coordinate
demands for it. It is imperative to
correct any institutional deficiencies
and strengthen local level land-
management plans to ensure an
orderly process of urban
development and prevent
detrimental effects on agriculture and
environment.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ An unjustified delayAn unjustified delayAn unjustified delayAn unjustified delayAn unjustified delay

The interminable delay in
resolving the outstanding issues
concerning the prosecution of two
Italian marines accused of killing two
Indian fishermen off the Kerala coast
in February 2012 is becoming a
diplomatic embarrassment to India.
The Supreme Court has been
adjourning the matter repeatedly in
the hope that the Union government
would find a solution, and in the latest
instance it has given the Centre one
more week to report a settlement. The
main issue appears to be the National
Investigating Agency’s insistence on
invoking an anti-piracy law — the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts against
Safety of Maritime Navigation and
Fixed Platforms on Continental Shelf
Act, 2002 — which prescribes the
death penalty for those causing death
during an act of violence against any
ship or vessel. The NIA is ready with
its charge sheet, but is awaiting the
outcome of proceedings in the
Supreme Court before filing it in a
special court. While there may be
genuine reasons for the delay in
resolving the matter, the country
cannot afford to be seen as the cause.
Italian President Giorgio Napolitano
has said Indian authorities have
managed the case in contradictory
and disconcerting ways. The
European Union, which opposes the

death penalty in all circumstances,
has also warned of a possible adverse
impact on trade relations with India.

It is particularly surprising that
India’s approach should be marked
by doubt and uncertainty even after
the Supreme Court mapped the
contours of the proposed
prosecution in a January 2013
verdict, in which it held that only the
Centre, and not Kerala, would have
jurisdiction to try the case.

The issue raised by the marines
is whether the anti-piracy and anti-
terrorism law can be invoked against
them after the court had directed that
the proceedings be under the
Maritime Zones Act, 1976, the IPC
and the CrPC, and the provisions of
the UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea, 1982. The wisdom of invoking
the anti-piracy law in a case involving
a crime that was possibly committed
under the impression that the targets
were pirates, is open to question.

As the incident took place in
India’s Contiguous Zone, the
Supreme Court had held that the
Union government was entitled to
prosecute the marines, but that it
was subject to Article 100 of
UNCLOS 1982, which says all states
shall cooperate in the repression of
piracy. Caught between national
outrage against what many here see
as wanton killing by trigger-happy
marines, and the imperative of
according a fair trial to the suspects,
India seems to be faltering at both
the diplomatic and legal levels. It
needs to finalise a credible and
legally sustainable approach to avoid
diplomatic setbacks or, worse, a
judicial invalidation.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ CCEA approves CADCCEA approves CADCCEA approves CADCCEA approves CADCCEA approves CAD
plan for women’s safetyplan for women’s safetyplan for women’s safetyplan for women’s safetyplan for women’s safety

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) has
approved the proposal of the Ministry
of Home Affairs to establish an
Integrated Computer Aided Dispatch
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(CAD) platform. This is an emergency
response system for women and
other vulnerable groups who may
face violence. The Geographical
Information System (GIS) based call-
taking and Geographical Positioning
System (GPS)-based police vehicle
dispatch system will be able to
respond to distress calls and ensure
speedy assistance to women.

Distress or emergency alarms gen-
erated by panic buttons, landlines, mo-
biles through individual devices pio-
neered by the Department of Informa-
tion Technology (DIT) or mobile phone
applications would be tracked and
Emergency Response (ER) units will be
dispatched to attend the call. It will be
integrated with the existing Dial 100 sys-
tem for seamless operation and coor-
dination between the two systems.

This project would obtain funding
from the Nirbhaya Fund. The project in-
volves a total expenditure of Rs. 321.69
crore which includes an implementation
cost (one time) of Rs.204.25 crore, re-
curring expenditure (operational cost for
5 Years) of Rs.102.12 crore and expenses
for the central monitoring and evalua-
tion project management unit of approx
Rs.15.32 crore.

The initiative will provide 24
hours and 24X7 helpline service to
women in distress and an efficient
and effective response system to
attend to their calls as well as for
alarms related to other emergency
services such as medical and disaster
(fire etc.) by other responders in an
integrated manner. It will also help in
providing speedy assistance for
helpless women/children of a
defined area, who face any form of
violence, such as eve teasing, dowry
demands, sexual assault, molestation
or any other abuse either in public or
at home.

The proposed system would
also be integrated with Crime and
Criminal Tracking and Networking
System (CCTNS), and State Service
Delivery Gateway (SSDG) and follow
the DIT guidelines for scalability, and
interoperability. The project involves
setting up of city wise hi-tech Control

Rooms to cover 114 cities and
districts in different states and union
territories of India, as identified by
the Ministry of Women and Child
Development, which includes 71
cities having a population of more
than a million or which are
headquarters of the State/UT as well
as headquarters of 41 highly crime
prone districts. The 71 cities would
cover a population of over 231.23
million and the 43 districts would
cover a population of 160.27 million
that is a total coverage of 32.6 per
cent of the country.
New Indian OceanNew Indian OceanNew Indian OceanNew Indian OceanNew Indian Ocean
exercise shows reach ofexercise shows reach ofexercise shows reach ofexercise shows reach ofexercise shows reach of
China’s NavyChina’s NavyChina’s NavyChina’s NavyChina’s Navy

The Chinese Navy has
conducted rare exercises in the
Lombok Strait in the Indian Ocean
near Indonesia, with the drills seen
by analysts as underlining China’s
expanding capabilities in carrying
out operations in waters far beyond
its borders.

A three-ship flotilla of the South
Sea fleet, which included the large
amphibious aircraft Changbaishan
and two destroyers, conducted 10
exercises, including anti-piracy,
search and rescue, and damage
control drills, over a five-day exercise
starting January 29, based out of the
Lombok Strait, a narrow strip of water
that runs from the Java Sea, near
Indonesia, and is north of Australia.

On Monday, the ships left the
Indian Ocean for drills in the West
Pacific Ocean, the official
Xinhuanews agency reported. The
Lombok drills also included
simulations for warfare to test the
response of command systems and
soldiers’ “combat skills”. The drills
aren’t China’s first in the Indian
Ocean: the People’s Liberation Army
Navy (PLAN) has carried out 16 drills,
but mostly in the western Indian
Ocean near the Gulf of Aden. As with
the Gulf of Aden exercises, the drills

focused on anti-piracy and search
and rescue measures.

However, last week’s drills were
seen by analysts as being significant
by breaking new ground in several
ways. This was the first drill of this
nature in the Lombok Strait, and also
marked the first time the PLAN had,
in its drills, charted a new route from
the South China Sea to the Indian
Ocean. In earlier drills, ships sailed
up the much-traversed Malacca
Straits, a significant waterway for
global trade that opens out near the
Andaman Sea, and is a crucial link
between the Indian Ocean and East
Asia. This also marked the first
deployment of the Changbaishan,
China’s largest landing ship which is
equipped with advanced weapons
systems, in a drill of this kind.

Srikanth Kondapalli, an expert
on the Chinese military at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, said the drill may
have been a signal from China about
the dispute over the South China Sea,
whose waters and islands are
contested by a number of countries.
“The drill took place in Lombok, which
is beyond the nine-dotted line [that
reflects China’s claims]. This is
something new,” he said, and
suggested that the PLAN may be
demonstrating its capabilities to
access the disputed region from
another direction “from behind”.

A second signal was tied to the
Malacca Straits, which are a key route
for China’s energy imports. The
dependence on the narrow strait led
former leader Hu Jintao to warn of
China’s “Malacca dilemma”,
triggering fresh initiatives by Beijing
to establish alternate routes for
imports, such as through ports in
Myanmar and on-going projects in
Bangladesh and Pakistan. “A third
message,” Professor Kondapalli
added, “is that they can come closer
to the Andaman & Nicobar joint
command through Lombok, and not
just through Malacca”.
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He said the drill could be seen
as “a preliminary attempt” by the
PLAN to see how they can fare in
operations far away from China’s
borders in the Indian Ocean, where
they lack bases for logistics and
support. China has recently pushed
commercial ties with several littoral
states, and is also involved in port
projects in a number of countries
neighbouring India.

Last year, a Chinese think-tank
released a first “blue book” or policy
advisory on the Indian Ocean,
stressing that Beijing should be
driven by commercial, rather than
military, objectives, considering the
importance of the Indian Ocean
Region to its energy security. At the
same time, it called for “a clear
development strategy in the Indian
Ocean Region” which would “not
only [be] a sign of China’s self-
confidence [but] also a clear
demonstration of China’s strategic
interests.”

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Green TribunalGreen TribunalGreen TribunalGreen TribunalGreen Tribunal
bans tyre burning in publicbans tyre burning in publicbans tyre burning in publicbans tyre burning in publicbans tyre burning in public

The National Green Tribunal has
banned the burning of tyres at public
places, such as roads and areas
surrounded by residential buildings
and also during protests by political
and religious groups as it is likely to
cause health hazard.

The Western Zone Bench of
NGT was hearing the petition against
the Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board (MPCB) and the State of
Maharashtra, filed by a group of 14
lawyers who argued that burning
tyres on the streets creates toxic
smoke and poses a serious threat to
the environment by increasing air
pollution. The petition had
specifically sought relief through a
ban on burning tyres during agitations
by political and religious groups.

“There has been a complete
absence of any rule on environment
protection when it comes to burning

of tyres on the streets,” said Asim
Sarode, one of the petitioners, adding
that the NGT order is a positive step
in the direction of reducing air
pollution.

As per the tribunal’s ad-interim
order, the local police shall take
immediate cognisance of burning of
tyres. “Any dereliction in the
directions given as above may entail
penal consequences as enumerated
in Section 26 of the National Green
tribunal Act, 2010,” said the order.

Under Section 26, a failure to
follow the order can result in a penalty
of up to Rs 10 crore, which may be
extended to Rs 25 crore and/or
imprisonment of three years.

U.S. issues penalties over
violations of Iran sanctions

The Obama administration
penalised nearly three dozen
companies and individuals in eight
countries on Thursday, accusing
them of evading sanctions on doing
business with Iran.

It was the administration’s most
extensive enforcement action to
target Iran since a temporary
international agreement on that
country’s disputed nuclear program
was completed in November and
put into effect last month.

Announced by the Treasury
Department office that oversees
sanctions enforcement, the
punishments were at least partly
devised to send a message that the
U.S. is not relaxing economic
pressures on Iran, apparently to blunt
an atmosphere of optimism that has
resulted from the temporary nuclear
agreement. This week, Secretary of
State John Kerry criticised France
after it sent a large trade delegation
to Iran.

“Today’s action should leave no
doubt that those who seek to evade
our sanctions, support Iran’s nuclear
program or assist in Iran’s promotion
of international terrorism will
continue to be called to account,” a

senior Treasury Department official
said in a conference call with
reporters.

A Treasury announcement said
the enforcement action had singled
out “a diverse range of entities and
individuals located around the world”
for evading U.S. sanctions aimed at
Iran.

There was no immediate
comment from the Iranian
government.

Under U.S. sanctions laws and
regulations, violators face severe
penalties, including restrictions on
doing business in the United States
and the seizure of any property under
U.S. jurisdiction.

Eighteen businesses and 14
individuals were identified as
violators in the Treasury
announcement, in a list of countries
that included Turkey, Spain,
Germany, Georgia, Afghanistan, the
United Arab Emirates and
Liechtenstein.

Some were accused of helping
Iran circumvent U.S. sanctions on
financial transactions and oil sales.
Others were accused of involvement
in what the U.S. regards as Iran’s illicit
activities in Afghanistan and Syria.

A Spanish company, Advance
Electrical and Industrial
Technologies SL, and its sole
shareholder, Pere Punti, were
penalised for helping Iran procure
specialized nuclear equipment. A
Turkish citizen, Ali Canko, was
penalised for helping an Iranian
company’s attempts to reverse-
engineer an armed speedboat to be
used by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps. An Iranian-owned
airline in the United Arab Emirates,
Blue Sky Aviation, was accused of
obscuring banned financial
payments for aircraft, engines and
parts.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Moment of truth for IndiaMoment of truth for IndiaMoment of truth for IndiaMoment of truth for IndiaMoment of truth for India

For the first time in the history
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of independent India, a high official
of its intelligence services stands
indicted for cold-blooded killing in
the service of the Republic.
Thursday’s Central Bureau of
Investigation charge sheet against
former Intelligence Bureau Special
Director Rajinder Kumar and his
subordinates for the alleged extra-
judicial execution of Maharashtra
residents Ishrat Jahan Raza and Javed
Sheikh, as well as two alleged
Pakistani Lashkar-e-Toiba operatives,
marks an unprecedented challenge
for India’s national security system.
The CBI’s charge sheet has blown
the lid off the comforting fiction that
extra-judicial killings are aberrations,
crimes carried out by brutish
policemen and villainous provincial
politicians. In this case, the Gujarat
Police might have played
executioner, but the charges against
Mr. Kumar give reason to believe that
the death warrants were signed, so
to speak, in North Block. Loud and
acrimonious political debate has
broken out on whether the four
victims were linked to terrorism or not,
which really is an irrelevant issue.
Instead, political leaders must
introspect on the role of governments
in encouraging murder as a tool of
national security, and demonstrate
the legislative will needed to set
wrongs right.

India is exceptional among
democracies in having no legal
framework for its intelligence
services, nor a system of oversight and
accountability for covert operations.
For individual officers, the absence
of a regulatory law for covert
operations creates perverse
incentives for wrongdoing: who, after
all, would want victims of their
criminal acts to tell the story in court?
In its absence, kidnapping has been
substituted for legal detention,
torture for criminal investigation, and
the bullet delivered to the back of
the skull, for trial. Leaders of all

parties, though, have been loath to
change the system. For years now,
figures like Union Minister Manish
Tewari, and former intelligence
chiefs, have campaigned for the legal
regulation of the intelligence services,
arguing that the status quo will end
up undermining national security. To
continue to ignore these voices will
ensure the destruction of the
intelligence services, and threaten
the security of the republic they are
charged with defending.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Divesting to bridge theDivesting to bridge theDivesting to bridge theDivesting to bridge theDivesting to bridge the
deficitdeficitdeficitdeficitdeficit

The Specified Undertaking of
Unit Trust of India (SUUTI, for short),
formed specifically to take over the
regular income schemes of the Unit
Trust of India, has been in the news
recently. Reversing an earlier decision
to form an asset management
company to take it over, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
recently decided to encash some
blue chip shares held by it. The earlier
proposal, while being technically and
theoretically sound, would be time-
consuming and will not suit a
government in a great hurry to raise
money to bridge its deficit by March,
A divestment of some of SUUTI’s
prized shareholdings, on the other
hand, will be a quicker way to meet
fiscal targets. The government holds
through SUUTI 20.72 per cent of Axis
Bank with a market value of over
Rs.8,060 crore. It also owns 11.3 per
cent of ITC (Rs.19,800 crore) and 8.2
percent of L&T (Rs.6,640 crore). A
sale of these would fetch the
government over Rs.34,500 crore at
current prices. Assuming that the
modalities of the sale could be gone
through in the remaining less-than two
months of the current fiscal year, the
disinvestment target of Rs.40,000
crore will be very nearly met. Though
the 2G spectrum auctions are on
course to exceed initial
expectations, the boost in

disinvestment proceeds will
strengthen government finances and
make the target of reining in fiscal
deficit at less than 4.8 per cent of GDP
that much easier.

That said, it is important to
choose the correct method of selling
these shares. The objective is not only
to meet financial targets but also fulfil
some of the broad objectives of the
disinvestment programme. Over the
years, the government had adopted
ingenious methods to meet its
disinvestment targets, including sale
to state undertakings, buybacks,
cross-holdings, special dividends
and setting up of exchange-traded
funds. None of these benefit the
common man. The disinvestment
programme has theoretically
espoused retail investors’ interests.
The vision statement of the
Department of Disinvestment seeks
to “promote people’s ownership of
shares through disinvestment” and
spread the equity culture. Over the
years, however, the government has
ignored retail investors, offering them
mere token incentives such as a small
discount in the few share offerings of
public sector companies. In contrast,
large investors have benefited
substantially. In fact, the capital
market regulator SEBI introduced
new schemes that completely
bypassed small shareholders. The
government could recompense retail
investors by selling its shares in SUUTI
exclusively to them. That way, retail
investors will get to own some blue
chips, and the capital market will get
some depth.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ US to announceUS to announceUS to announceUS to announceUS to announce
trade action against Indiatrade action against Indiatrade action against Indiatrade action against Indiatrade action against India

US Trade Representative
Michael Froman will announce a new
“trade enforcement action” with
regard to India in Washington on
Monday, the federal agency said,
raising concerns that there could be
another spike in tensions in the
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bilateral relationship. The upcoming
announcement comes in the wake of
reports highlighting the lobbying by
industrial collectives such as the US
Chamber of Commerce, to get the
Obama administration to press India
further over its intellectual property
rights (IPR) protection.

Indian Commerce Minister
Anand Sharma however indicated
that the USTR had not given New
Delhi any advanced notice about the
trade enforcement action.

Other groups such as the US
International Trade Commission have
scheduled hearing this week to “look
into Indian trade and investment
practices.”

In particular, the US Chamber
of Commerce is said to be urging the
USTR to classify India as a “Priority
Foreign Country,” described as “a tag
given to the worst offenders when it
comes to protecting intellectual
property,” and potentially a trade
sanctions trigger. In its annual
“Special 301 Report” on the
adequacy and effectiveness of IP
rights protection by US trading
partners, the USTR in 2013 noted,
“India remains on the Priority Watch
List… [after it made] limited progress
in improving its weak IPR legal
framework and enforcement system.”

That report further emphasised,
“In many areas, however, IPR
protection and enforcement
challenges are growing, and there are
serious questions regarding the future
condition of the innovation climate
in India across multiple sectors and
disciplines.” The USTR said at the time
that Washington “continues to urge
India to reconsider how it can meet
legitimate domestic policy objectives
by fostering rather than undermining
that innovation climate.”

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ India’s economic growthIndia’s economic growthIndia’s economic growthIndia’s economic growthIndia’s economic growth
likely to be ‘below trend’:likely to be ‘below trend’:likely to be ‘below trend’:likely to be ‘below trend’:likely to be ‘below trend’:
OECDOECDOECDOECDOECD

Indian economy’s growth is

expected to be “below trend” even
as neighbouring China and most of
the developed nations are expected
to see better prospects, according
to Paris-based think tank OECD.

The conclusions are based on
Composite Leading Indicator (CLI),
which are designed to anticipate
turning points in economic activity.

“In the emerging economies,
the CLIs point to growth around trend
in China, Brazil and Russia, and to
growth below trend in India,” OECD
said on Monday.

The Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD) is a grouping of mostly
developed nations. India’s CLI
slipped to 97 in December last year
from 97.2 registered in November.

The country’s CLI has been
falling since August 2013 when it
stood at 97.7. It dropped to 97.5 in
September and then to 97.4 in
October.

The OECD assessment comes at
a time when the Indian economy is
expected to clock a growth of 4.9
per cent in the current financial year
ending March 2014, higher than 4.5
per cent GDP expansion recorded
in the year-ago period, as per
advanced estimates released from
the Central Statistics Office.

Meanwhile, OECD said most
advanced economies continue to
show signs of an improving economic
outlook.

“The CLIs continue to point to
economic growth firming in the
United States and the United
Kingdom and to growth above trend
in Japan. In the euro area as a whole,
and in France and Italy, the CLIs
continue to indicate a positive
change in momentum. In Germany,
the CLI shows signs of firming
growth,” OECD said in a statement.

These readings also indicate
that a re-balancing is happening in
the global economy with better
growth anticipated in the developed

world than in the developing
countries.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ A chance not to beA chance not to beA chance not to beA chance not to beA chance not to be
squanderedsquanderedsquanderedsquanderedsquandered

The Bill now placed before
Parliament is the best chance yet to
enact a ground-breaking law for an
estimated 70 million people with
impairments — an overwhelming
majority of whom, and their care-
givers, live in conditions of abject
poverty and deprivation. The
definition of disability in the Bill is a
big departure: it means all long-term
physical, mental, intellectual and
sensory impairments which, in
interaction with barriers in the
environment, hinder persons’
effective participation in society on
an equal basis. As many as 19
impairments are sought to be
accorded legal protection, as
opposed to seven under the 1995
Persons with Disabilities Act.
Correspondingly, the proportion of
reservations is proposed to be
increased to 5 per cent from the
existing 3 per cent. The provision to
ensure that the disabled enjoy legal
capacity on an equal basis with every
other person is a strong protection,
especially for people with mental
retardation. And finally, the
incorporation of penal provisions to
ensure accountability for law
enforcement — a lacuna in the
current law — could potentially
bridge the gap between professed
intentions and practice.

The issue of disabilities has
seldom in the past been regarded as
politically divisive and the Bill stands
a fair chance of mustering the support
of parties across the political
spectrum. Moreover, the
constituents in the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led National Democratic
Alliance government were
instrumental in the incorporation of
the question on disability in the 2001
decennial population census. This
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was a step that perhaps has
permanently reversed the earlier
exclusion of this segment from a
crucial national exercise in post-
Independence India. Similarly, the
political parties of the Left had always
supported the passage of important
social legislation. Members of both
Houses should demonstrate a strong
sense of purpose, urgency and
sensitivity to make a new law a reality
during the current term of Parliament,
overcoming the continuing impasse
on various other counts. While the
concerns expressed by well-
meaning non-governmental
organisations may be valid in
principle, they should weigh the huge
practical gains to be made from
seeing through this Bill, rather than
wait for eternity for the perfect piece
of legislation. Parliament could
consider incorporating a provision in
the new law, mandating that
revenues from the levy on corporate
social responsibility be channelled to
promote employment for the
disabled. The disabled are said to
constitute the single largest minority
in society, as per the World Health
Organization and the World Bank
report of 2011. Legal protections
would go a long way to promote their
full participation in society as equal
members.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Sri Lanka to sign landmarkSri Lanka to sign landmarkSri Lanka to sign landmarkSri Lanka to sign landmarkSri Lanka to sign landmark
trade pact with China soontrade pact with China soontrade pact with China soontrade pact with China soontrade pact with China soon

China has said it will take
forward plans to boost maritime
connectivity with Sri Lanka, where it
is already building a major port
project, with both countries this week
also agreeing to deepen economic
links and sign a landmark Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) before the end of
the year.

A push for closer economic ties
was emphasised during this week’s
four-day visit by Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister G.L. Peiris to Beijing.

Mr. Peiris said on Thursday a

feasibility study for the FTA was “on
the verge of completion.”

“It will be a landmark, historic
achievement since the Rubber-Rice
Pact in 1952,” he told the state-run
Xinhua news agency.

The Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
hailed China’s support, particularly
following the end of the civil war in
2009, saying it was “among the nations
contributing most to Sri Lanka’s
economy” in terms of development
assistance.

China is now the biggest
provider of loans to Sri Lanka,
overtaking countries such as India and
Japan that had earlier been the largest
source of financing for infrastructure
projects.

Today Beijing is involved in
projects ranging from roads and
railways to the massive port project
in Hambantota, with investments
amounting to $4 billion according to
state media reports.

Both sides also discussed
building a “21st century maritime silk
road,” Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying told
reporters. This would involve
boosting “maritime
interconnectivity,” besides working
together on disaster prevention and
expanding people-to-people
exchanges.The visit of Mr. Peiris this
week had been somewhat
overshadowed by next month’s
United Nations Human Rights Council
meeting, where the United States is
expected to put forward a resolution
criticising the country’s post-war right
record.

The main objective of his trip to
China was seen by many analysts here
as aimed at reinforcing Chinese
support to Sri Lanka ahead of the
UNHRC meet.

China, which was among 14
countries elected to serve on the 47-
member UNHRC in November for a
three-year term, has been among the
most vocal backers of the Sri Lankan

government amid increasing
international criticism of the post-war
reconciliation process and the human
rights situation.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi this week underlined that support,
telling Mr. Peiris that China opposed
“some countries’ interference,”
without directly naming the U.S., “in
the internal affairs of Sri Lanka under
the pretext of human rights issues.”

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ World’s largest solarWorld’s largest solarWorld’s largest solarWorld’s largest solarWorld’s largest solar
power plant opens in Nevadapower plant opens in Nevadapower plant opens in Nevadapower plant opens in Nevadapower plant opens in Nevada

A windy stretch of the Mojave
Desert once roamed by tortoises and
coyotes has been transformed by
hundreds of thousands of mirrors into
the largest solar power plant of its
type in the world, a milestone for a
growing industry that is testing the
balance between wilderness
conservation and the pursuit of green
energy across the American West.

The Ivanpah Solar Electric
Generating System, sprawling across
roughly 5 square miles (13 sq.
kilometers) of federal land near the
California-Nevada border, formally
opens on Thursday after years of
regulatory and legal tangles ranging
from relocating protected tortoises to
assessing the impact on Mojave
milkweed and other plants.

The $2.2 billion complex of
three generating units, owned by
NRG Energy Inc., Google Inc. and
BrightSource Energy, can produce
nearly 400 megawatts enough power
for 140,000 homes. It began making
electricity last year.

Larger projects are on the way,
but for now, Ivanpah is being
described as a marker for the United
States’ emerging solar industry. While
solar power accounts for less than 1
percent of the nation’s power output,
thousands of projects from large,
utility-scale plants to small
production sites are under
construction or being planned,
particularly across the sun-drenched
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Southwest. The opening of Ivanpah
is “a dawn of a new era in power
generation in the United States,” said
Rhone Resch, president of the Solar
Energy Industries Association, a trade
group. “We are going to be a global
leader in solar generation.”

The plant’s dedication comes as
government continues to push for
development of greener, cleaner
power.

President Barack Obama has
mounted a second-term drive to
combat climate change, proposing
first-ever limits on carbon pollution
from new and existing power plants.
His plan aims to help move the U.S.
from a coal-dependent past into a
future fired by wind and solar power,
nuclear energy and natural gas.

According to U.S. Energy
Information Administration data, the
cost of building and operating a new
solar thermal power plant over its
lifetime is greater than generating
natural gas, coal or nuclear power. It
costs a conventional coal plant $100,
on average, to produce a megawatt-
hour of power, but that figure is $261
for solar thermal power, according to
2011 estimates. The figures do not
account for incentives such as state
or federal tax credits that can impact
the cost.

Ken Johnson, a spokesman for
the solar association, said in a
statement that solar systems have
seen “dramatic price declines” in the
last few years.

That’s good for utilities in
California, which must obtain a third
of their electricity from solar and other
renewable sources by 2020.

The Ivanpah site, about 45 miles
(75 kilometers) southwest of Las
Vegas, has virtually unbroken
sunshine most of the year and is near
transmission lines that carry power to
consumers.

Using technology known as
solar-thermal, nearly 350,000
computer-controlled mirrors —

roughly the size of a garage door —
reflect sunlight to boilers atop 459-
foot (140-meter) towers. The sun’s
power is used to heat water in the
boilers’ tubes and make steam, which
drives turbines to create electricity.

While many people are familiar
with rooftop solar, or photovoltaic
panels, “these are a little bit different.
This takes the sun’s rays and reflects
them onto towers,” said NRG
spokesman Jeff Holland.

The plant can be a startling
sight for drivers heading toward Las
Vegas along busy Interstate 15. Amid
miles of rock and scrub, its vast array
of mirrors creates the image of an
ethereal lake shimmering atop the
desert floor. In fact, it’s built on a dry
lakebed.

Google announced in 2011 that
it would invest $168 million in the
project. As part of its financing,
BrightSource also lined up $1.6
billion in loans guaranteed by the U.S.
Energy Department.

Ivanpah can be seen as a
success story and a cautionary tale,
highlighting the inevitable trade-offs
between the need for cleaner power
and the loss of fragile, open land. The
California Energy Commission
concluded that while the solar plant
would impose “significant impacts on
the environment ... the benefits the
project would provide override those
impacts.”

Such disputes are likely to
continue for years as more companies
seek to develop solar, wind and
geothermal plants on land treasured
by environmentalists who also
support the growth of renewable
energy. At issue is what is worth
preserving and at what cost, as
California pushes to generate more
electricity from renewable sources.

In 2012, the federal government
established 17 “solar energy zones”
in an attempt to direct development
to land it has identified as having
fewer wildlife and natural—resource

obstacles. The zones comprise about
450 square miles (1,165 sq.
kilometers) in six states: California,
Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Colorado and
New Mexico.

The Western Watershed Project
is continuing to push a lawsuit against
federal agencies that reviewed the
Ivanpah project. Its California
director, Michael J. Connor, said
alternatives to the site were not
considered and serious
environmental impacts, including
fragmenting the tortoise population,
were ignored.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Challenges for a new IOAChallenges for a new IOAChallenges for a new IOAChallenges for a new IOAChallenges for a new IOA

For more than 14 months, the
Indian Olympic Association (IOA)
stubbornly refused to listen to reason.
It engaged in a ‘no-win’ stand-off with
the International Olympic Committee
(IOC), staking the country’s Olympic
future. It drew contempt for its
officials amidst a power struggle,
before accepting the inevitable.
Suspended by the IOC in December
2012 for violation of the Olympic
Charter, the IOA eventually bowed
to every diktat of the former in
holding fresh elections on February
9 under IOC-dictated rules. This has
paved the way for India’s return to
the Olympic fold. What started off as
a tussle between the Union
government and the IOA regarding
the implementation of the National
Sports Code, ended up in a
‘cleansing’ operation that kept out
officials “charge-framed” by courts
from the elections ordered by the
IOC. The IOC advocates ‘principles
of good governance’ while the IOA
has through the years tried to hide
behind the cloak of ‘autonomy’
ordained in the Charter. The
government, faced with criticism
both within and outside Parliament
about poor administration of sports
in the country, had started tightening
the rules governing the IOA and the
national federations, when the IOC
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slapped the suspension on India.
The quick response of the IOC

in lifting the suspension to enable the
Indian tricolour to be flown at the
ongoing Winter Olympics at Sochi,
Russia, showed that it was completely
satisfied with a repentant IOA. The
IOC might have managed to push
through more stringent clauses than
that could have been possible in
other times while demanding clarity
to the IOA constitution. But problem
areas still remain.

The IOA could be expected to
bargain hard with the government in
order to retain what is left of its
autonomy and that of the national
federations when the draft National
Sports Development Bill is amended.
The 25 per cent representation in the
Executive to Athletes’ Commission
members, as incorporated in the draft,
is far from reality. The continuation of
State Olympic associations as voting-
members in the IOA, in a clear attempt
to manipulate vote banks, is much
against the provisions in the Olympic
Charter, and the wishes of the IOC
and the government. National
federations in boxing, fencing and
taekwondo remain suspended by
the respective international
federations and were barred from
voting in the recent IOA elections.
The IOA needs to facilitate their
quick return to international sports.
Faction feuds within federations
should be tackled urgently, and so
too questions related to the
democratic functioning of the sports
bodies that have come up in court
cases. The IOA chief, N.
Ramachandran, who represents a new
phase and has taken over in
challenging circumstances, has his
task cut out

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Spectrum of successSpectrum of successSpectrum of successSpectrum of successSpectrum of success

After the two relatively
unsuccessful attempts to sell 2G
spectrum in November 2012 and
March 2013, it was a case of third time

lucky for the government as it hit pay
dirt with the latest round of
auctioning that ended on Thursday.
With all the spectrum on offer in the
900 MHz band sold out and 80 per
cent of that offered in the 1800 MHz
band sold for a total of Rs.61,162 crore
— which is substantially higher than
the reserve price — the government
is patting itself on the back for what it
calls a big success. Yet, this has to be
viewed in the backdrop of a couple
of issues. First, this auction was critical
for two of the biggest telecom
operators in the country, Bharti Airtel
and Vodafone, because their
licences are set to expire later this
year, and to continue in business they
had to pick up spectrum irrespective
of the price. So, an element of
desperation was built into the
bidding from the moment it began,
pushing up valuations. With a new
entrant in the form of Reliance Jio
Infocomm queering the pitch by
adding to the competitive element,
it is not surprising that the final values
of the 900 MHz spectrum for Delhi
and Mumbai were 105 per cent and
72 per cent more than the reserve
price. Of course, it could be argued
that this is exactly how markets work
and as the owner of the spectrum the
government is entitled to get the best
price.

That brings us to the second
point. The auction can be truly
termed as successful only when
telecom services develop at
affordable prices for the consumer.
If the high spending by operators in
the auction forces them to raise
tariffs, the objective will be lost.

This is exactly what happened
in the 3G arena where companies
outbid each other paying big bucks
for spectrum, only to discover that
the market was not willing to absorb
the high tariffs. The net result is that
3G services have not taken off in a
big way. The signals on tariff now are
mixed, with the operators

complaining about the money they
had to cough up for the spectrum
— which they are bound to anyway
— but they have stopped short of
saying that tariffs will rise. The
competition in the market will
probably ensure that tariffs do not
shoot up immediately, at least for
voice telephony. Groaning as they
are under high debt levels, it is
unlikely that telecom companies will
be able to convince banks to lend
more to them now; banks are under
pressure from the RBI anyway as they
are over-exposed to the sector. It
remains to be seen how these
companies manage their funds. Yet,
all things considered, the bottomline
is this: the auction and the money
put on the table by the operators
prove, yet again, the attractiveness of
the telecom market in the country,
notwithstanding the fact that it is
already 900 million connections
strong.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ China to push PakistanChina to push PakistanChina to push PakistanChina to push PakistanChina to push Pakistan
corridor despite terrorcorridor despite terrorcorridor despite terrorcorridor despite terrorcorridor despite terror
concernsconcernsconcernsconcernsconcerns

China does not see the rising
threats from terror groups as derailing
its new “economic corridor” plan
linking the troubled western Xinjiang
region with Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), officials told The
Hindu on Monday.

Both countries are planning to ac-
celerate development of the project
when Pakistani President Mamnoon
Hussain arrives here on a three-day visit,
starting Tuesday.

The economic corridor, which en-
visages expanding road links, building
railway lines and installing energy pipe-
lines linking Xinjiang with the Gwadar
port in Pakistan, was flagged as a prior-
ity project by both countries last year.

However, its feasibility has re-
mained a matter of debate. Some Chi-
nese companies have voiced concern
about stability and security in Pakistan,
while violent attacks in southern
Xinjiang, located next to the PoK bor-
der, have been blamed by local offi-
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cials on terror outfits with links to Paki-
stan-based groups.

Recent attackRecent attackRecent attackRecent attackRecent attack
Only on Friday, 11 people were

killed in Aksu, on an attack blamed by
Xinjiang police officials on “extremists”.
State media said, after the incident,
“overseas separatism forces” had in-
tended to “penetrate” into the southern
Xinjiang regions of Kashgar, Hotan and
Aksu.

Many local Uighurs and rights
groups have, however, accused the gov-
ernment of playing up the terror threat
to clamp down on dissent.

Following attacks in Hotan in
2011, Xinjiang’s Governor Nur Bekri said
his government had discovered that
members of the separatist East
Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) and
“terrorists in our neighbouring states
have a thousand and one links”.

Xinjiang officials had also
blamed knife and bomb attacks in
Hotan on groups with links to
Pakistan-based outfits. But Beijing has
appeared keen to play down terror
concerns in light of its “all-weather”
ties with Islamabad.

Responding to questions from
The Hindu, officials on Monday
claimed that Xinjiang officials had
“never” linked Pakistan-based groups
to terror attacks, although Mr. Bekri,
the Governor, had specifically done
so two years ago. “We have never
heard of similar statements from
officials in the Xinjiang Autonomous
Region in China,” the Foreign Ministry
said. “China is a victim of terrorism.
Some regions, including Xinjiang, are
facing a threat from ‘East Turkestan’
terrorist forces as represented by
ETIM. The terrorist activities are not
only a severe threat to the national
security of China, but also a severe
threat to the peace and stability of
relevant countries and regions.”

The government said the ETIM
was “increasing its usage of the
Internet to incite and spread terrorist
extreme thoughts” and was looking
“to increase collusion with
international terrorist forces”.

The Ministry, however, did not
directly respond to a question on
whether China would discuss the
terror problem with Pakistan during
Mr. Hussain’s visit, only saying both
sides would exchange “in-depth
views” in “various fields”.

It said China had “good
cooperation with countries like
Pakistan” in fighting the ETIM, and
had “appreciated” and supported
Pakistan’s implementation of anti-
terror strategies “according to its own
national conditions”.

‘Far-reaching’‘Far-reaching’‘Far-reaching’‘Far-reaching’‘Far-reaching’
The Ministry said it believed the

economic corridor plan would have
a “far-reaching” impact on the region.

Officials said the second
meeting of the corridor’s joint
cooperation committee will be held
this week, to follow up on three
working groups that discussed
energy links, transportation
infrastructure and comprehensive
planning projects.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Scrap 15 of 44 damsScrap 15 of 44 damsScrap 15 of 44 damsScrap 15 of 44 damsScrap 15 of 44 dams
planned across Siang inplanned across Siang inplanned across Siang inplanned across Siang inplanned across Siang in
Arunachal: CWC reportArunachal: CWC reportArunachal: CWC reportArunachal: CWC reportArunachal: CWC report

A report commissioned by the
Central Water Commission has
recommended scrapping of 15 of the
44 dams planned across the Siang
river in Arunachal Pradesh. It has also
suggested stricter regulations for the
ones that are to be built in future.

The report has warned that the
proposed 44 dams, meant to
establish a capacity of 18,293 MW,
will affect the river ecology and
biodiversity and the region all the way
down to Assam. Cumulatively, the
projects will impact more than 500
km of river stretch. Of this, 353 km
will be converted into reservoirs, and
water will travel through tunnels for
another 160.8 km. More than 18,000
hectares of forests will be impacted.
The Union Ministry of Environment
and Forests will consider the report
at the next meeting of its Forest

Advisory Committee before it
assesses the controversial 700-MW
Tato II project, which the UPA
government has pushed hard to clear.
But the CWC report notes that the
downstream impact of the dams will
be felt all the way to Guwahati. The
report notes: “Siang Lower HEP
(2,700 MW), Siang Upper Stage II
(3,750 MW) and Siang Upper Stage I
(6,000 MW) are planned to cover
almost the entire length of the Siang
in India. 208.5 km of the river will be
converted into one continuous
reservoir as all three projects are
planned back-to-back without any
free flowing intermediate river
stretch.” The report only asks for the
smaller capacity dams, with a total
capacity of 473.5 MW, to be done
away with. “It is strongly
recommended that after dropping
these projects, these river reaches
should be kept free. These projects
should not be re-allotted by altering
their features, locations and names.
Also on other free stretches/
tributaries, no further hydropower
projects should be planned/allotted
in the entire Siang basin even if they
are small (less than 25 MW) and do
not fall within the purview of the EIA
notification,” says the report.

The Ministry has decided to
assess the Tato II project for
clearance, claiming it is the first
project in the river basin, though it
assessed the 1,000-MW Siyom
(Middle Siang) project for
environmental clearance as far back
as 2004-05. The Ministry’s panel for
forest clearances will also review the
Lower Yamne State I and II projects,
which fall in the Siang river basin and
add up to 184 MW. The CWC report
has assessed this sub-basin to be of
the highest biodiversity value in the
overall Siang basin.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Iran, P5+1 eyeIran, P5+1 eyeIran, P5+1 eyeIran, P5+1 eyeIran, P5+1 eye
comprehensive dealcomprehensive dealcomprehensive dealcomprehensive dealcomprehensive deal

Envoys from Iran and six world
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powers noted the positive
negotiating atmosphere but kept
expectations low as they started talks
on Tuesday in Vienna on a
comprehensive deal to end the
stand-off over Tehran’s nuclear
programme.

“We had a promising start this
morning and we hope to continue
this trend in the next three days,”
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said.

Building on an interim deal that
was reached in November in Geneva,
Iran and the five permanent UN
Security Council members plus
Germany are aiming to agree on
further limits to Iran’s nuclear
programme to rule out that it could
build a nuclear weapon, in return for
the permanent lifting of all sanctions
against Tehran.

However, officials stressed this
week’s round had the modest goal of
agreeing on the timing and political
level for the diplomatic process
ahead.

“The aim is to create a workable
framework to make the talks proceed
as smoothly as possible,” said Michael
Mann, the spokesman of EU foreign
policy chief Catherine Ashton.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif, said that “this
is the first step of the end phase;
therefore, expectations must not be
high.”

Both sides want to agree on a
long-term timeframe during which
Iran would further cut back its
uranium enrichment, limit its uranium
stock, remove doubts about its
plutonium-producing Arak reactor
project and allow even more intrusive
inspections.

In return, the sextet is offering
to permanently scrap all remaining
sanctions, including the ban on
Iranian oil exports that have added
to Tehran’s economic woes.

The Geneva deal, which has
been implemented since January,

consists of only partial enrichment
curbs and the suspension of a limited
set of sanctions.

While many countries worry that
Iran could use uranium or plutonium
to build a nuclear weapon, Tehran’s
leaders insist that they are only
interested in civilian nuclear
technology.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ A glimmer of Syrian hopeA glimmer of Syrian hopeA glimmer of Syrian hopeA glimmer of Syrian hopeA glimmer of Syrian hope

The Geneva II conference on
Syria ended on Saturday in a
predictable standoff between
President Bashar al Assad’s regime
and a section of the opposition
National Council for Syrian
Revolutionary and Opposition Forces
(SNC), but it was remarkable that the
talks, held indirectly with United
Nations and Arab League mediator
Lakhdar Brahimi moving between the
two sides, took place at all. The
conflict will enter its fourth year on
March 15; it has so far killed 136,000
people and displaced over two
million amid atrocities by all involved.
Even a short truce a few days ago for
the residents of the besieged city of
Homs to leave or acquire food was
negotiated not in Geneva but by the
Homs Governor, Talal al Barazi, and
the UN’s resident coordinator,
Yacoub El Hillo. Meanwhile, positions
at Geneva II – where the parties were
to start implementing the plan
reached at Geneva I on June 30, 2012
– remain bitterly entrenched.
Damascus brands the opposition
terrorists and insists that Mr. Assad will
not step down; the SNC, for its part,
only attended under pressure from
its Western and West Asian allies and
after a series of internal
disagreements. Of its 119 members,
only 75 attended the vote in Istanbul,
voting 58-14 to go to Geneva II; the
representatives of Syria’s 10 per cent
Kurdish minority also boycotted the
Swiss talks. Any chance of wider
participation had ended on January
16, when the officially sanctioned

opposition National Coordination
Committee (NCC) said it would not
attend.

Even worse complications
obtain. The Syrian situation has been
called a proxy war involving the West,
Saudi Arabia, and Qatar on the
opposition side, and Russia and Iran
plus the Hezbollah on the regime’s
side, but certain opposition leaders
resent being used thus, and
government officials speak of being
treated like vassals by Iran, Russia, and
the Hezbollah. In addition, the al
Qaeda-linked faction, the Islamic
State of Iraq and al Shams (ISIS), holds
the provincial capital of Rakka in
central Syria, and serves a purpose
both for Damascus, which tells the
West that if the government fell al
Qaeda would win, and for the SNC,
which submerges its internal
differences to fight ISIS. Furthermore,
Iran, which could well have some
leverage on Mr. Assad, had no option
but to pull out of Geneva II when
Washington stated the precondition
that Mr. Assad step down in any
transition process. The one glimmer
of hope in all this is that since October
2013, opposition and government
members have been meeting
privately at the Château de Bossey in
Switzerland. As the United States and
Russia will almost certainly back any
agreement they reach, it is imperative
that those involved continue talking
and that all others stay away.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Vatican’s moral imperativeVatican’s moral imperativeVatican’s moral imperativeVatican’s moral imperativeVatican’s moral imperative

The UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child has in a report
indicted the Catholic Church for acts
of clerical child abuse, a scandal that
has dogged it for more than a decade
now. Acting under the authority of
the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child, to which the Vatican is a
signatory, the panel has
recommended that the Church
remove priests suspected or known
to have resorted to abuse, open its
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records on abusers and the bishops
who covered up for them, and turn
the cases over to the civil justice
system rather than let the Vatican’s
own justice department handle them
behind closed doors. The committee
has blamed the Vatican for valuing its
own reputation above the protection
of child-victims, and maintaining a
“code of silence.” It has also urged
the Holy See to ensure that issues of
reproductive health, including access
to information about contraception
and preventing HIV, are included in
the curriculum in Catholic schools,
and to use its moral authority to
condemn discrimination against
children raised by same-sex couples.
The Vatican promptly hit back,
accusing the committee of
exceeding its mandate and adopting
the “prejudiced” positions of anti-
Catholic advocacy groups. Reacting
to the recommendation that the
Church amend canon law to allow
abortion in some cases, it complained
that religious freedom was being
trampled upon, saying that the
committee had “gone beyond its
competence and interfered in the
moral and doctrinal positions of the
Catholic Church.” The Vatican
accused the committee of having
ignored its unique status and its
efforts to address the abuse crisis.

Even more problematic is the
Vatican’s effort to wash its hands of
broader responsibility for the
staggering scale of priestly misdeeds.
The argument is that the Church is
not comparable to a global business
operation and cannot be expected
to keep in check all clergymen in all
parts of the world. This is a dodge.
The committee has rightly said that
by ratifying the convention the
Vatican “committed itself to
implementing the convention not
only on the territory of the Vatican
City state, but also as the supreme
power of the Catholic Church
through individuals and institutions

placed under its authority.” Pope
Francis has generated hopes of a new
dawn, but on the question of abuse,
he is simply not there yet, although
last year he termed it “the shame of
the Church.” His predecessor
Benedict XVI apologised to abuse
victims and called for zero tolerance,
but rhetoric seems to have
outstripped real action. The Church
hierarchy should appreciate the
urgency of the issue. There will be a
heavy moral cost involved if it insists
on looking for legal loopholes.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Japan’s FukushimaJapan’s FukushimaJapan’s FukushimaJapan’s FukushimaJapan’s Fukushima
plant leaks radioactive waterplant leaks radioactive waterplant leaks radioactive waterplant leaks radioactive waterplant leaks radioactive water

About 100 tons of water
containing high levels of radioactive
material leaked at the damaged
Japanese nuclear power plant in
Fukushima, the operator of the plant
said on Thursday.

Tokyo Electric Power Co
(TEPCO) said it had detected the
leak from a storage tank at the
Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power
Station on Wednesday night.

The leaked water contained
230 million becquerels per litre of
beta-ray emitting substances,
consisting mainly of strontium 90,
broadcaster NHK reported, citing
Tokyo Electric officials.

The level is about 7.6 million
times the government’s limit for water
allowed to be released into the
ocean, NHK said.

The cause of the leak is still
under investigation, said Tokyo
Electric spokesman Masaaki Fukai.

But he said it was likely to have
been caused by a faulty valve in the
pipes that transfers water from a
decontamination facility to storage
tanks.

Two other valves leading to the
troubled storage tank were also left
open, which seems to have resulted
in the unexpected flow of water into
the tank and caused an overflow, Mr.
Masaaki said.

Tokyo Electric said the latest
leak had stopped earlier on Thursday,
six hours after the trouble was first
detected.

The operator did not believe
the contaminated water had reached
the Pacific Ocean because “the tank
is located several hundred metres
away from the sea and there are no
spillways near the tank,” Mr. Masaaki
said.

Tokyo Electric is injecting water
into the three reactors to keep them
cool, and has been battling leaks from
storage containers where the
resulting radioactive water is being
stored

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ IMF projects 5.4%IMF projects 5.4%IMF projects 5.4%IMF projects 5.4%IMF projects 5.4%
growth for India in 2014-15growth for India in 2014-15growth for India in 2014-15growth for India in 2014-15growth for India in 2014-15

Projecting a growth rate of 4.6
per cent this year, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) on Thursday
said the Indian economy is likely to
expand by 5.4 per cent on stronger
global scenario, improving export
competitiveness, a favourable
monsoon and a confidence boost
after recent policy actions.

The multilateral agency also
sees inflation, driven by food prices,
remaining near double digits in 2014-
15. It also said tight monetary policy
is likely to slow growth recovery.

“Growth is projected at 4.6 per
cent for fiscal year 2013-14, and
should pick up to 5.4 per cent in
2014-15 (at factor cost),” the IMF said
in its report after concluding annual
discussions with India.

Stronger global growth,
improving export competitiveness, a
favourable monsoon and a
confidence boost from recent policy
actions should deliver a modest
growth rebound, it added.

“However, fiscal restraint and a
tighter monetary stance will act as
headwinds, slowing the recovery,”
IMF said.

Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram in his interim budget
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on last Monday had said economy
was picking up and 6 per cent
growth was doable in the 2014-15.

Stressing that the economy is
more stable now than what it was two
years ago, he had said, “Efforts must
be to ensure that this upturn remains
an upturn ...towards our goal of 6 per
cent in 2014-15. It’s doable.”

The IMF said consumer prices
based inflation is expected to remain
near double-digits well into next year,
driven by high food inflation that
feeds into wages and core inflation.

Well-entrenched inflation
expectations, a weaker rupee and
ongoing energy price increases are
other factors that could push up the
consumer price index (CPI), IMF said.

Retail inflation, as measured by
consumer price index, fell to 24-
month low of 8.79 per cent in January
mainly due to a drop in food prices.

The Reserve Bank factors both,
retail and wholesale price based,
inflation data in its monetary policy.
Recently, an RBI appointed
committee has suggested the central
bank should focus on CPI inflation and
aim to bring it down to 8 per cent by
year, and to 6 per cent by 2016.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Pension deal for veteransPension deal for veteransPension deal for veteransPension deal for veteransPension deal for veterans

As a parting gift that would
presumably fetch some electoral
returns from families of ex-servicemen
and serving defence personnel, who
represent a vocal vote bank in
themselves, the UPA-II government
has announced the acceptance of
the long-pending demand for ‘one
rank, one pension’ (OROP) for
defence veterans. The removal of
anomalies in the pension regime,
caused following the Fifth and Sixth
Pay Commission awards, is only fair
and just. Soldiers of the same rank and
same length of service should thus
receive a similar quantum of pension,
regardless of when they retire.
Currently, those who retired before
2006 receive less than their

counterparts, even their juniors,
retiring later. The scheme will cost an
estimated Rs.2,000 crore a year,
although the interim budget has
made a provision only for Rs.500 crore
for the current year. While the details
emerge, some scepticism over
whether it truly meets the OROP
concept or will only provide modified
parity in pension, seems to be doing
the rounds. But by and large, the
decision appears set to benefit some
three million defence pensioners
from 2014-15. There are 2.4 million
retired military personnel in India,
besides widow-pensioners and
others. In pitching the demand,
defence personnel have long argued
that they work in a sharply pyramidal
system, with retirements coming early
on in service unlike their civil service
counterparts who serve until the age
of 60. While just a few men in uniform
make the cut and rise to higher
positions in the services, almost every
civil servant attains superannuation
while at the top of the ladder. This
leads to a marked difference in their
pensions as well. While other
grievances relating to medical and
disability benefits and so on remain,
OROP is a well-deserved deal for
retired defence personnel.

While the concerns of
veterans’ welfare are addressed,
issues that India’s armed forces are
confronted with on the personnel
front should not be lost sight of. Just
this week, the Standing Committee
on Defence in a report tabled in
Parliament expressed “dismay” at
the shortage of personnel in the
armed forces. It noted that the Army
has a “record shortage” of 9,384
officers: while the authorised
strength is 52,859, it is making do
with 43,475 officers. Shortages face
the Navy and Air Force as well. In
the other ranks, the Army is short of
20,561 personnel, while the Navy is
short of 1,561 officers and 11,825
sailors. The Air Force is short of 659

officers and 3,674 Airmen. Shortfalls
and gaps in force levels need to be
realistically assessed and addressed
to meet India’s defence needs. It
should also be ensured that armed
forces personnel continue to get a
morale boost in terms of pay,
perquisites, working conditions and
career prospects

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Back from the brink inBack from the brink inBack from the brink inBack from the brink inBack from the brink in
UkraineUkraineUkraineUkraineUkraine

Ukraine’s President Viktor
Yanukovych has recognised the
increasingly dangerous nature of the
situation in his country by announcing
early elections and a return to the
2004 Constitution, which will limit the
President’s powers. This follows
escalating violence over the last
several days, in which — according
to the Health Ministry — 77 people,
including police personnel, have
been killed and 577 injured.
International condemnation was
rapid, with U.S. President Barack
Obama warning against Ukrainian
military involvement and calls for
sanctions coming from German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and French
President François Hollande.
Reactions within Ukraine have
included the occupation of civic
buildings in the western city of Lviv;
rail services between the capital,
Kiev, and Lviv were suspended, and
at least 45 Ukrainian athletes have
returned home from the Winter
Olympics in Sochi. The violence
caused severe divisions throughout
the country, with several police
officers siding with or joining the
protesters; as it was, the Yanukovych
government had long incurred public
distrust for corruption and nepotism.

In addition, the President’s own
moves had exacerbated the
uncertainty; for example, he
replaced the head of the armed
forces, Colonel-General Volodymyr
Zamana, with Admiral Yuriy Ilyin, but
without giving reasons. The Defence
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Ministry also said the military might
be used for “antiterrorist” operations,
but legally the government is obliged
first to impose a state of emergency,
and the armed forces have rightly
resisted getting involved. One ugly
development has been the rising
political star of far-right groups such
as Prawy Sektor (Right Sector) and
the anti-Semitic Svoboda, the third-
largest opposition party. Right Sector
says it did not agree to the February
19 “truce” and that there was
“nothing to negotiate.” The focus
now, however, must be on orderly
and peaceful progress towards
elections which must be impeccably
conducted if the country is not to
face further crises. That particularly
requires genuinely constructive
conduct on the part of Russia and the
European Union; the latter has been
less than straightforward at times, as
its earlier association agreement with
Ukraine — which Mr. Yanukovych
abandoned in December 2013 —
was tied to International Monetary
Fund conditions and to closer military
cooperation between Ukraine and
the EU’s NATO-dominated military
institutions. Crucially, only 30 per
cent of Ukrainians supported the
deal, which also incurred Moscow’s
displeasure. Now, however,
Ukrainians have an opportunity to
make their own decisions about their
future in the best possible way, with
a democratic election; they must
make the most of it.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Whistleblowers’Whistleblowers’Whistleblowers’Whistleblowers’Whistleblowers’
Protection Bill passedProtection Bill passedProtection Bill passedProtection Bill passedProtection Bill passed

A Bill to set up a regular
mechanism to encourage persons to
disclose information on corruption or
wilful misuse of power by public
servants, including Ministers, was
passed by the Rajya Sabha on Friday.

The Whistleblowers’ Protection
Bill also seeks to provide for
“adequate protection to persons
reporting corruption or wilful misuse

of discretion which causes a
demonstrable loss to the government,
or commission of a criminal offence
by a public servant.”

The Bill sets forth the
procedure for inquiring into the
disclosures and provides for
safeguards against victimisation. At
the same time, it provides punishment
for false or frivolous complaints.

In his reply, Minister of State for
Personnel V. Narayanasamy said the
law would supplement the RTI Act
in checking corruption.

He said some members sought
to bring amendments. However,
since it was the last day of the session,
he was not pushing them as the Bill
would lapse. “But appropriate steps
will be taken to address their
concerns through constitutional
methods in 10 days.”

The Bill was passed by the Lok
Sabha in 2011 and was taken up by
the Rajya Sabha in 2012. However, it
could not be passed because of the
death of Union Minister Vilasrao
Deshmukh.

Responding to a suggestion that
steps be taken to protect those who
had blown the whistle on corruption
prior to the passage of the Bill, Mr.
Narayanasamy said the government
had already brought a resolution in
2004, empowering the Central
Vigilance Commission to protect the
whistleblowers.

The definition of ‘disclosure’ has
also been amended to include wilful
misuse of power or discretion, which
leads to a demonstrable loss to the
government or a demonstrable gain
to a public servant or any third party.
The definition of competent authority
to which a complaint can be made
has also been expanded.Mr.
Narayanasamy said the Centre would
write to the Jammu and Kashmir
government for enactment of a similar
law, after Karan Singh of the Congress
made the suggestion. The Bill does
not cover the State due the special

status enjoyed by it.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Democracy in perilDemocracy in perilDemocracy in perilDemocracy in perilDemocracy in peril

Indian democracy has over time
shown a resilience that has been
marvelled at the world over. Yet, 67
years after its birth, the world’s largest
democracy is faced with a crisis of
faith too scarily large to be ignored.
As the 15th Lok Sabha comes to an
ignominious end, it is no longer
possible to put off the question: are
we a democracy only in name?
Without a proactive course
correction, India’s robust record in
conducting elections could end up
being just that — a ritualistic, five-
yearly obeisance to democracy that
hides the appalling state of the
country’s institutions, in particular
Parliament which today resembles a
wrestling arena. In truth, the
comparison would insult the sport of
wrestling, which is governed by well
laid-out rules and regulations. By
contrast, parliamentary misbehaviour
would seem to have no boundaries,
with new lows marked in every
session, and progressively higher
levels of tolerance required of
presiding officers, who have had to
throw up their hands in the face of
aggression by those they have been
mandated to monitor.

Even by this abysmal standard,
few could have bargained for what hap-
pened in the concluding session of the
15th Lok Sabha. An irate MP from
Seemandhra used pepper spray, caus-
ing immense distress to fellow- parlia-
mentarians. A dark chapter was added
to this saga when the Lok Sabha passed
The Andhra Pradesh Re-organisation Bill
amidst a TV blackout. There cannot be
a worse commentary on the state of
democracy than the blackout of the pro-
ceedings of the lower House of Parlia-
ment where the collective will of the
people is deemed to reside. It would
seem only natural then that the 15th Lok
Sabha should have recorded the worst
performance in more than 50 years; pro-
ductivity, which was 107 per cent in the
third Lok Sabha, scaled a peak of 120
per cent in the seventh, only to crash to
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61 per cent in the 15th; the outgoing Lok
Sabha passed 177 of the 326 Bills sched-
uled for passage. Tragically, Indian par-
liamentarians are second to none in leg-
islative acumen and debating skills —
as was witnessed during the debates on
the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Bill, 2011, as
well as on the occasions when the Op-
position skewered the executive on its
interminable scams. The Congress and
the Bharatiya Janata Party also set aside
their differences to help pass the Bills
on the Lokpal and the Telangana state.
This shows that with some will, Parlia-
ment can yet be salvaged. The time has
come for presiding officers to redeem
the pledge they have repeatedly made
at countless conferences, to “evolve and
observe” a “code of conduct” for legis-
lators and create strong disincentives
against disruption. The start for this has
necessarily to be the realisation that
India’s future is imperilled if its Parlia-
ment is imperilled.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Iran keeps the door openIran keeps the door openIran keeps the door openIran keeps the door openIran keeps the door open

The Vienna talks between Iran
and the E3/EU+3 group, acting for
the P5+1, reached a constructive
conclusion on February 20, with Iran’s
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif and the
European Union’s High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy Catherine Ashton
making identical statements, in Farsi
and English respectively, that the
parties had identified all the issues
necessary for a long-term deal. In
effect, they have agreed on the
framework for a “comprehensive and
final agreement.” The next round of
talks is to start on March 17, again in
the Austrian capital. Under the
interim agreement, Iran will stop
producing uranium enriched to
nearly 20 per cent, will dilute half the
stockpile it has already enriched to
the same level, and will continue
converting the rest to a form
unsuitable for further enrichment. In
addition, Tehran will not enrich
uranium in about half the centrifuges
at Natanz and three quarters of those
at Fordo. It will manufacture
equipment only to repair existing

machines, and will put the Arak
heavy-water reactor on indefinite
hold. It will not build any more
enrichment facilities. Furthermore,
the International Atomic Energy
Agency will be able to inspect Natanz
and Fordo on a daily basis, and the
Arak reactor at least on a monthly
basis.

On the other side, the western
countries in particular have
undertaken not to impose further
nuclear-related sanctions if Iran fulfils
its Vienna commitments; they will also
pay Iran a total of $4.2 billion in oil
revenues, allow Iran to resume
exporting precious metals, suspend
sanctions on Iran’s petrochemical
exports, and permit the Islamic
Republic to import goods and
services for automobile
manufacturing plants. In addition,
they will maintain their current levels
of crude oil imports from Iran, and
will allow Iran’s civil airlines to acquire
spare parts and services. Yet the deal
already faces interference.

Israel is pushing certain western
governments to include Iran’s missile
programme in future talks, thereby
showing its own anxiety that a final
agreement will be reached without
it. Saudi Arabia, which sees Iran as a
theological and political rival, will also
view the current prospects with
alarm. Iran’s willingness, however, to
keep the door open need cause
neither surprise nor suspicion. It was
in fact the United States which, by
providing uranium enriched to 93 per
cent, helped start Iran’s nuclear
programme in 1967, and Tehran
aimed for nuclear self-sufficiency
only after the West imposed sanctions
on the Khomeini regime in the 1980s.
There could be no clearer evidence
for continued engagement between
the P5+1 and Iran, and both sides
must reach fair and just final-status
arrangements without delay.

Studying Earth’s distant past
can teach us lessons about its climate

for the future How can air bubbles
trapped in ice for millions of years, or
fossilised fern fronds, or the chemical
make-up of rocks that were
underwater in the distant past provide
us with an inkling of our future?

The answer lies in these clues
provided by studying the Pliocene
epoch, the span of geological time
that stretched from 5.3 to 2.6 million
years ago. This period of Earth’s
history is interesting for many reasons,
but one of the most profound is that
the Earth’s atmosphere apparently
contained high concentrations of
carbon dioxide. Our best estimates
suggest concentrations of about 300-
400 parts per million (ppm) – much
higher than concentrations of 100
years ago, but the same or lower than
today after centuries of
industrialisation and fossil fuel
burning.

So studying the Pliocene could
provide valuable insight into the type
of planet we are creating via global
warming. Our researchers at the
Cabot Institute recently released a
video on the topic, which has
coincided with pronounced
flooding across the UK and renewed
attention focused on our weather and
climate. There is little doubt that
increased carbon dioxide
concentrations will cause global
warming. The key questions are how
much, and with what consequences.

One of the key lessons from
Earth history is climate sensitivity.
Climate sensitivity can be expressed
in various ways, but in its simplest
sense it is a measure of how much
warmer the Earth becomes for a given
doubling of atmospheric carbon
dioxide concentrations.

This is well known for the
Pleistocene, and especially the past
800,000 years of Earth history, a
period for which we have detailed
temperature reconstructions and
carbon dioxide records derived from
bubbles of gas trapped in ancient ice
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cores. During that time, across several
ice ages, the planet’s climate
sensitivity showed warming of about
2.5-3°C for a doubling of carbon
dioxide, which falls in the middle of
the range of predictions given by
models. Ice core records, however,
extend back no more than a million
years, and this time period is generally
characterised by colder climates
than those of today. If we want to
explore climate sensitivity on a
warmer planet, we must look further
back into Earth history, to times such
as the Pliocene.

Reconstructing atmospheric
carbon dioxide concentrations
without relying on ice cores is
admittedly more challenging. Instead
of directly measuring the
concentration of carbon dioxide in
gas bubbles, we must rely on indirect
records. For example, carbon
dioxide concentration influences the
number of stomata (pores) on plant
leaves, and this can be measured on
the fossils of ancient leaves.
Alternatively, there are a number of
geochemical tools based on how
carbon dioxide affects the pH of
seawater, or how algae take up
carbon dioxide as they
photosynthesise – these are
recorded in the chemical
composition of ancient fossils.

These means of drawing
estimates come with larger margins
of error, but they still provide key
insights into climate sensitivity on a
warmer Earth. Recent research
indicates that these various carbon
dioxide estimates of Pliocene
carbon dioxide levels are
converging, giving added
confidence from which to derive
estimates of climate sensitivity. In
particular, it seems an increase of
carbon dioxide from about 280ppm
(equivalent to that before the
industrial revolution) to about
400ppm in the Pliocene resulted in
an Earth warmer by 2°C.

Taking into account other
factors, this suggests a climate
sensitivity of about 3°C, which
confirms both the Pleistocene and
model-based estimates. It also
suggests that we have yet to
experience the full consequences of
the greenhouse gases already
added to the atmosphere, let alone
those we are still putting into it.

So then, what was this much
warmer world like? First of all, it was
not an inhospitable planet – plants
and animals thrived. This should not
be a surprise – in fact, the Earth was
much warmer even further back into
the past. The changes in the climate
we are inducing is a problem for us
humans, and for our societies, not the
planet we’re on. However, the
Pliocene was a rather different world.
For example – relevant considering
current events in Britain – higher
global temperatures were associated
with a climate that was also wetter
than at present. That provides
important corroborating evidence
for models that predict a warmer and
wetter future.

Perhaps most striking, sea level
appears to have been between 10 to
40 metres higher than today,
indicating that both the Greenland
Ice Sheet and Antarctic Ice Sheet
were markedly smaller. To put that
into context, the Met Office has
already commented on how flooding
in the UK has been affected by sea
level rise of 12cm over the last 100
years, and will be exacerbated further
by another 5-7cm by 2030.

We must be careful in how we
extract climate lessons from the
geological record, and that is
particularly true when we consider
ice sheet behaviour. One widely
discussed concept is ice sheet
hysteresis. This is a fancy way of
saying that due to feedback
mechanisms, it could be easier to
build an ice sheet on Greenland or
Antarctica than it is to melt one. If

hysteresis is a force stabilising our
current ice sheets, then it may be that
a planet with today’s carbon dioxide
levels of 400 ppm will not necessarily
have a sea level 20 metres higher than
that of today – as it was during the
Pliocene. On the other hand if
hysteresis is rather weak, then the
question is not whether we will see
such a massive sea level change, but
how long it will take to arrive
(probably hundreds or even
thousands of years).

Most importantly, the
collective research into Earth history,
including the Pliocene, reveals that
Earth’s climate can and has
changed. It also reveals that climate
does not just change randomly: it
changes when forced in ways that
are relatively well understood – one
of these is the concentration of
carbon dioxide in our atmosphere.
And consequently, there is little
doubt from Earth’s history that
transforming fossil carbon
underground into carbon dioxide in
the air – as we are doing today – will
significantly affect the climate we
experience for the foreseeable
future.

Professor Rich Pancost gives a
public lecture on how
biogeochemical cycles have
regulated the global climate system
throughout Earth’s history today,
February 25th, in Bristol. The event is
free and open to all. Richard Pancost
receives funding from the RCUK
(NERC) to support this research.

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Panel on newPanel on newPanel on newPanel on newPanel on new
bank licences submits reportbank licences submits reportbank licences submits reportbank licences submits reportbank licences submits report

The Bimal Jalan panel which
was scrutinising applications for new
bank licences has submited its report
to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
Tuesday.

“We have submitted report (on
new bank licences) to RBI,” Mr. Jalan,
a former Reserve Bank Governor, said
after a four-hour meeting here.
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The report contains names of
entities eligible for bank licences. It
was not immediately known how
many applicants have been
shortlisted by the high-level advisory
panel. The panel started the process
of evaluations with the first meeting
on November 1, 2013.

Other members of the
committee are former RBI Deputy
Governor Usha Thorat, former
Securities and Exchange Board of
India Chairman C B Bhave and
Nachiket M Mor, Director of the
Central Board of Directors of the RBI.

The central bank issued
guidelines for licensing of new banks
on February 22 last year and issued
clarifications in June.

Public sector units India Post
and IFCI and private sector Anil
Ambani group and Aditya Birla
group are among the 25 players in
the fray for bank licences. Bajaj
Finance, Muthoot Finance, Religare
Enterprises and Shriram Capital have
also applied.

In the past 20 years, the RBI has
licensed 12 banks in the private sector
in two phases. Ten banks were
licensed on the basis of guidelines
issued in January 1993. Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Yes Bank were
the last two entities to get banking
licences from the RBI in 2003—04.

India has 27 public sector
banks, 22 private sector banks and
56 regional rural banks.

In the 2001 round of guidelines
for new licences, the committee
members were C G Somiah, former
government auditor CAG, I G Patel,

former RBI Governor, and Dipankar
Basu, former head of State Bank of
India

⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ Giving agriculture its dueGiving agriculture its dueGiving agriculture its dueGiving agriculture its dueGiving agriculture its due

There are obviously several
dimensions to India’s recent
agricultural performance which
Finance Minister P. Chidambaram in
his budget speech termed as “stellar”.
A week before the budget,
Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar
had announced that foodgrain
production is on course to touch a
new record of 263 million tonnes, up
from 255.36 million tonnes last year.
The good performance is seen with
regard to other crops too. Estimates
of production of sugarcane, pulses,
cotton and oilseeds are also
encouraging. A good agricultural
season has contained farm prices, and
moderating food prices are behind
the steep fall in both retail and WPI
inflation in January. Just as important,
news of a bumper agricultural harvest
has, to some extent, dampened
inflation expectations. Arguably, the
most noticeable feature has been the
contribution of agriculture to overall
GDP growth this year. The Central
Statistical Organisation in its advance
estimates has projected growth in
agriculture and allied activities at 4.6
per cent during the current year, with
overall GDP growing at only 4.9 per
cent. Since industry and the usually
dependable services sector have
disappointed, the farm sector is seen
to have almost single-handedly
underpinned recent economic
growth. Even over a longer period the

track record has been good. Over the
past ten years, agriculture has grown
by around 4 per cent a year on an
average, but it must be pointed out
that during most of that period the
monsoons were satisfactory.

It is obvious from recent
experience that supportive
government policies by themselves
cannot keep agricultural production
growing at a high rate during periods
when the monsoons fail or are below
par. The question has therefore been
asked whether during 2014-15, the
monsoons will continue to be
beneficial. With dependence on the
monsoons still being high, for next
year the contribution of agriculture
to economic growth cannot be taken
for granted. Ironically, the very
success of agriculture has exposed
the weakness of some government
policies, which are tilted towards
cereals, to the detriment of other
essential food products. Specifically,
the periodic hikes in minimum
support prices and open-ended
procurement have resulted in an
imbalance, leading to a glut in the
production of rice. Minimum support
prices have in practice become
procurement prices, and with State
governments adding to it a bonus, the
cost of procurement has become
high. Besides, storage has been a
serious problem. Government
godowns are overflowing at a time
when cereal inflation is still high. All
this suggests that the government’s
major intervention in the farm sector
through minimum support prices
needs a closer look.



PSLV C23PSLV C23PSLV C23PSLV C23PSLV C23

 http://www.civilservicesmentor.com 7878787878 http://www.iasexamportal.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

India becomes permanentIndia becomes permanentIndia becomes permanentIndia becomes permanentIndia becomes permanent
member of Washington Accordmember of Washington Accordmember of Washington Accordmember of Washington Accordmember of Washington Accord

A long wait for India ended
when the country became a
permanent member of the
Washington Accord, an esteemed
international treaty on engineering
studies and mobility of engineers
across signatory countries including
the US, the UK and Australia.
Permanent membership reflects on
the country’s stature in the technical
education space. The Washington
Accord, originally signed among six
countries in 1989, is an International
Agreement among bodies
responsible for accrediting
undergraduate engineering degree
programs.

It recognizes the substantial
equivalency of programs accredited
by those bodies and recommends
that graduates of programs
accredited by any of the signatory
bodies be recognized by the other
bodies as having met the academic
requirements for entry to the practice
of engineering in the area of their
jurisdiction.

The membership of Washington
Accord is an international recognition
of the quality of undergraduate
engineering education offered by

the member country and is an avenue
to bring it into the world class
category. As of 2014, the signatories
are: Australia, Canada, Chinese Taipei,
Hong Kong China, India, Ireland,
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Russia, Singapore, South Africa,
Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the
United States. The accord
acknowledges that there is significant
uniformity of programs accredited by
those signatories. Every signatory
countries recognizes the graduates
of accredited programs by every
other signatory countries as having
met the academic requirements for
entry to the practice of engineering.
Recognition of accredited programs
is not retroactive but takes effect only
from the date of admission of the
country to signatory status.

The road to becoming a
permanent member did not come
easy for India as it had been working
for several years to achieving this goal.
Until now, India has been just a
provisional member since 2007. The
meeting of the International
Engineering Alliance of WA member
nations met in Wellington, New
Zealand and gave India the signatory
status to join the select group of
nations who are permanent

signatories to the Washington Accord
(WA).

Membership means global
recognition of Indian degrees and is
likely to increase the mobility of
engineers to the USA and other
countries for jobs. This will ensure
highest quality assurance standards
to be implemented in our technical
and engineering programs and
provide global mobility to our
engineering graduates. It will
significantly enhance their
employment opportunities around
the world.

The accord doesn’t take into
account engineering technology and
postgraduate programs, although
some engineering technology
programs are covered under the
Sydney Accord and the Dublin
Accord.

Only qualifications granted after
the signatory country or region
became part of the Washington
Accord are recognized. The pact is
not directly responsible for the
licensing or registration of
Professional Engineers and Chartered
Engineers, but it does cover the
academic prerequisites that are part
of the licensing processes in
countries party to the accord.
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The FYUP Row is part of several
ongoing protests against the
implementation of certain
controversial reforms at the University
of Delhi. The protests intensified
between 2013 and 2014, when a
new four year undergraduate
programme was started by the
administrative authorities at the
university.

In June 2014, the University
Grants Commission (UGC) sent a legal
notice to the management, directing
the university to immediately scrap
the four year programme and revert
back to the earlier three year
undergraduate degree, as it found the
four year programme to be in violation
with the National Policy of Education
in India.

The programme was structured
such that it would be inter-
disciplinary, which was not the case
in the traditional honours programme.
The syllabus of the four year
undergraduate programme
consisted of eleven compulsory
foundation courses, which included
the following:

• Language, Literature and Cre-
ativity I

• Information Technology
• Business, Entrepreneurship

and Management
• Science and Life OR History of

Science (for Visually Impaired
Students)

• Indian History and Culture
• Building Mathematical Ability

OR Mathematical Awareness
(for Visually Impaired Stu-
dents)

• Governance and Citizenship
• Philosophy, Psychology, Com-

munication and Life Skills
• Geographic and Socio-Eco-

nomic Diversity
• Environment and Public Health

A few pointers on benefitsA few pointers on benefitsA few pointers on benefitsA few pointers on benefitsA few pointers on benefits
with FYUP programme:with FYUP programme:with FYUP programme:with FYUP programme:with FYUP programme:

Practical Knowledge: In the
final year, students shall be expected
to pursue two Research based
papers/ Innovation projects,
something which does not exist
under the current framework for
majority of the courses. Hence, the
FYUP might encourage the
assimilation of knowledge, and not
just learning for an upcoming
examination.

Integration of Sports andIntegration of Sports andIntegration of Sports andIntegration of Sports andIntegration of Sports and
ECA to the curriculum:ECA to the curriculum:ECA to the curriculum:ECA to the curriculum:ECA to the curriculum: Students
who often contemplate about
leaving passion in these fields due to
academics can actually stay on and
pursue them and gain credits from
the same. Heads up for encouraging
extra-curricular activities!

Better opportunities forBetter opportunities forBetter opportunities forBetter opportunities forBetter opportunities for
higher education: higher education: higher education: higher education: higher education: People who
want pursue education at these
places, opt to spend a year in other
interim courses to bridge the
requirement. With the FYUP in place,
you would be eligible for applying
fresh out of college.

Multiple degree options:Multiple degree options:Multiple degree options:Multiple degree options:Multiple degree options:
While most people have been
debating that the multiple degree
option in the FYUP is meant to create
disparity, the fact that the course gives
a ‘choice’ is one to be appreciated.

A step towards anA step towards anA step towards anA step towards anA step towards an
International model: International model: International model: International model: International model: Adopting
the credit system leaves room for
studying a certain course at your
pace. We can also assume that soon
like the international system,
community work and internships will
also contribute to your credit score.
It’s about giving the student a choice
of how they wish to approach their
under graduation.

These are a few things that strike
right about Delhi University’s four year

programme. By stating these we don’t
wish to contemplate that everything
about the FYUP is great, but rather
stress on the fact that apart from the
negative debates, there exists
positivity on the subject as well.

There are some validThere are some validThere are some validThere are some validThere are some valid
apprehensions about FYUP asapprehensions about FYUP asapprehensions about FYUP asapprehensions about FYUP asapprehensions about FYUP as
well:well:well:well:well:

Employability:Employability:Employability:Employability:Employability:  Will the FYUP
actually lead to an increase in the
overall employability of a student?
There is some valid apprehensions to
this point..

Work Load:Work Load:Work Load:Work Load:Work Load:  Workload almost
doubled with the coming of the
semester system. And given that a big
apprehension is that with the FYUP
the workload shall also balloon out of
hand. Courses are being added-
sometimes some courses being
diluted (more on that in a bit) but
given the overall increase in subjects
and projects.

The Course:The Course:The Course:The Course:The Course:  Adding courses
may dilute the main (major) course,
mind body and heart courses. While
the syllabus that has been rolled out
for most courses is decently
structured, understanding the new
concepts and it’s suitability is still
unchecked.

Dropouts: Dropouts: Dropouts: Dropouts: Dropouts: While the
University uses the ‘mid- course
multiple exits’ but university already
have many dropouts who leave
course before it’s completion. The
issue is that the dropouts do not have
a degree to speak for their time spent
in college.

Extra Curricular activities:Extra Curricular activities:Extra Curricular activities:Extra Curricular activities:Extra Curricular activities:
DU has been an ECA inclined
person’s delight, even in the face of
the semester system. So, are
compulsory ECA and Mind Body
Heart courses might not be
necessary.

Teachers:Teachers:Teachers:Teachers:Teachers: It is an obvious fact
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that there is a shortage of academic
staff, the number runs in the hun-
dreds. And the staff members who
are already part of the system is re-
luctant to embrace the FYUP. This will
lead to the suffering of students only.

UGC finally decide to end FYUP
and convert it into a three year
underfraduate program. The Commis-

sion has also decided to set up a
Standing Committee to advise Delhi
University on the modalities for mi-
gration from the FYUP to the three-
year programme. Committee’s main
mandate would be to ensure that stu-
dents admitted to FYUP in 2013-14
acquire the necessary academic and

other competencies over the next
two years while migrating to the
three-year programme. New
programme would adhere to the
NPE’s 10+2+3 structure. The Univer-
sity clarified that the fourth year of
the FYUP was an optional year for
those students who wanted to get an
‘Honours’ degree.
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DiDiDiDiDirrrrrececececectttttiiiiiooooon:  n:  n:  n:  n:       The   following  ques-
tion   consists   of   two statements;
one  labelled as  the  ‘Assertion  (a)’
and  the other as ‘Reason (R)’ You
are to examine these statements
carefully and select the answers to
these items using the codes given
below:
Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:

(a) Bo th A  and R  are
individually true and R is the
correct explanation of A.

(b) Bo th A  and R  are
individually true but R is not
the correct explanation of
A.

(c) A is true but R is false. (d)   A
is false but R is true.

1 .1 .1 .1 .1 . Consider the following Mughal
nobles:
1. Afzal Khan
2. Mahabat Khan
3. Ali Mardan Khan
4. Asaf Khan

What is  the co rrect
chronological sequence of
the above nobles ?

(a)  1 - 2 - 3 - 4
(b) 4 - 3 - 2 - 1
(c) 3 - 1 - 4 - 2
(d) 4 - 2 - 3 - 1

2 .2 .2 .2 .2 . Who  among the fol lowing
played an important role in
signing at the Gandhi Irwin Pact
?
1. Motilal Nehru
2. Tej  Bahadur sapru
3. Madan Mohan Malaviya
4. M.R. Jayakar
5. C.Y. Chintamani

Select the  correct  answer
using  the  code  given
below:

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 4
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 4 and 5

3 .3 .3 .3 .3 . Which one of the following
statements is not true in rela-
tion to Annie Besant ?

(a) She was an Irish Lady
(b) She was actively

connectedwith the
theosophical society.

(c) She  was  connected   with
the   Home-Rule Movement.

(d) She was the founder of a
womens university.

4 .4 .4 .4 .4 . Which comment among the
following is not true in relation
to the politics at the Muslim
League after the  provincial
legislative Assembly elections
of-1937 ?

(a) Muslim league was inclined
to form coalition ministries
wi th Indian National
congress

(b) Jinnah crit icised  the
congress as  ‘drunk with
power’

(c) Muslim league got a Report
prep ared  about
illtratement of the Mulslims
in congress government
provinces.

(d) Muslim league ministries of
Bengal, Sindh and N.W.F.P.
resigned

5 .5 .5 .5 .5 . Consider the following:
1. The Amrita Bazar Patrika was

started in 1868.
2. Aruna A saf Ali  was the

founder of the congress
women volunteers corps.

3. Bina Das tried at  the
Governor while reciving her
degree at the convocation.

4. Latika  Ghose  took  part  in
the  chittgong armoury raid.
which of the statements
given above are correct?

(a) 1, 2 and 4 (b)   1, 3 and 4

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 4 only

6 .6 .6 .6 .6 . Match  List I with List II and  se-
lect the  correct answer using
the code given below the lists:

List IList IList IList IList I List IIList IIList IIList IIList II
( f o u n d e r )( f o u n d e r )( f o u n d e r )( f o u n d e r )( f o u n d e r ) ( w o m e n ’ s( w o m e n ’ s( w o m e n ’ s( w o m e n ’ s( w o m e n ’ s

political aspolitical aspolitical aspolitical aspolitical as
gomisa t ion)gomisa t ion)gomisa t ion)gomisa t ion)gomisa t ion)

A. Latika Ghosh 1 . Rashtriya Stree
Sangha

B. Sarojini Naidu 2 . Mahila Rashtriya
Sangha

C . Krishnabai Rao 3 . Nari Satyagraha
Samiti

D. Urmila Devi 4 . Desh Sevika

Sangha

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
A B C D

(a) 2 4 1 3
(b) 3 4 1 2
(c) 2 1 4 3
(d) 3 1 4 2

7 .7 .7 .7 .7 . Consider the following state-
ments: Surendranath Banerjee
Indian Association
1. Was concerned with a plea

for the admission of Indians
to the civil service.

2. Carr ied on a campaign
against the Arms Act and
the Vernacular Press Act.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
 (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

8 .8 .8 .8 .8 . With reference to the Govern-
ment  of  India Act, 1935, con-
sider the following statements:

1. As per  the Act, in the Gover-
nors provinces, diarchy
was abolishedand pr o vin-
cial Autonomy introduced.

2. All the  provincial  Legislatures
consisted  of only one chamber
called Legislative Assembly.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-IGENERAL STUDIES PAPER-IGENERAL STUDIES PAPER-IGENERAL STUDIES PAPER-IGENERAL STUDIES PAPER-I
SOLVED PAPERSOLVED PAPERSOLVED PAPERSOLVED PAPERSOLVED PAPER
Held On: 24-08-2014Held On: 24-08-2014Held On: 24-08-2014Held On: 24-08-2014Held On: 24-08-2014
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Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
9 .9 .9 .9 .9 . Which  one  of  the  following

was  not  actual ly part of the
original plan of the non-coop-
era tion movement, but ac-
quired great popularity among
the movement in many parts  of
the country ?

(a) Picketing of shops selling
foreign cloth

(b) Boycott  of  Government
schools and colleges

(c) Picketing of today shops
(d) Picketing of today shops

10 .10 .10 .10 .10 . Match  List I with List II and  se-
lect the  correct answer using
the code given below the lists:
List IList IList IList IList I List IIList IIList IIList IIList II
(Founders)(Founders)(Founders)(Founders)(Founders) (journals)(journals)(journals)(journals)(journals)

A. Zafar Ali khan 1. Kudi Arasu
B. B.C Horniman 2. Kisan Bulletin
C. E.V.R. Naicker 3. Bombay

periyar chronicle
D. Indulal Yagnik 4. Zamindar

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
AAAAA BBBBB CCCCC DDDDD

(a) 4 2 3 1
(b) 4 3 1 2
(c) 1 3 2 4
(d) 1 2 3 4

11 .11 .11 .11 .11 . ‘Mitra  Mela’ was later on re-
named as

(a) Anushilan samiti
(b) Abhinava Bharti  Samiti
(c) Jugantar
(d) Nibandhamala

12 .12 .12 .12 .12 . In  the  context  of  Non-coop-
eration   Movement under
whose  chairmanship   was  the
All  India college student’s
conference  held  at  Nagpur  in
December 1920 ?

(a) B.C. Pal
(b) C.R. Das
(c) Lala Lajpat Rai
(d) Pandit Motilal Nehru

13 .13 .13 .13 .13 . What  is the  correct chronologi-

cal order    of the Buddhist
councils held at  the  under
mentioned four places ?

(a) Vaishali,  Rajgriha,
Kundalvan, Pataliputra

(b) Rajgr iha,  Vaishali,
Pataliputra, Kundalvan

(c) Pataliputra, Kundalva n,
Vaishli, Rajgriha

(d) Rajgr iha,  Pataliputra,
Kundalvan, Vaishli

14 .14 .14 .14 .14 . Who was the first to sign the
subsidiary Alliance in India ?

(a) Peshwa
(b) Nawab of Awadh
(c) Nizam of Hyderabad
(d) Ruler of Tanjore

15 .15 .15 .15 .15 . Which one was the most seri-
ous political  blunder of
Dalhousie ?

(a) Prohibiting adoption
(b) Beginning of Railways
(b) Attempt to capture Burma
(d) Take over of Awadh

16 .16 .16 .16 .16 . Which one of the following
statements is not true ?

(a) Nana Saheb led the revolt
in Kanpur.

(b) Tatya To pe was a n
associate of Nana Saheb

(c) Nana Saheb was hanged
(d) Nana Saheb was the

adopted son of peshwa Baji
Rao-II

17 .17 .17 .17 .17 . Which  one of the following
acts was not done by the Brit-
ish after  the Revolt of 1857 ?

(a) Contemplation  over the
organization  of the army.

(b) Works to woo the rulers and
zamindars.

(c) Interfering  in  the  re ligion
and  practices in India.

(d) Demolishing the Hindu
Muslim unity.

18 .18 .18 .18 .18 . Which one of the following is
not correct ?

(a) Indian  National  Congress,
Calcutta  Session (1887)

(b) Indian  National  congress,
Lucknow Session (1916)

(c) Indian   National   Congress,
Gaya   Session (1922)

(d) Indian   Nationa   Congress,
Tripuri   Session (1939)

19 .19 .19 .19 .1 9 . The author of  “India n
Mussalmans” is

(a) W.W. Hunter
(b) Sir Aga khan
(c) Atulanand Chakravarti
(d) Rizaul Karim

20 .20 .20 .20 .20 . Who among the following di-
rected to throw bomb on vice-
roy Lord Hardings ?

(a) Khudiram Bose
(b) Rashbihari Bose
(c) Chandrashekhar Azad
(d) Ramprasad Bismil

21 .21 .21 .21 .21 . The grant of ‘Diwani’ in Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa was given to
the English East India company
by the Treaty in 1765 with

(a) Shah Alam II
(b) Mir Qasim
(c) Siraj-ud-daula
(d) Fran cis Josept Dupleix

22 .22 .22 .22 .22 . With reference to the swadesh
movement during the indian
freedom struggle, which of the
following statement is not cor-
rect?

(a) The  theme  song  at
swadesh movement  in
Bengal was Ravindranath’s
“Amar Sonar Bangala”

(b) Sayed Haider Raza led the
swadesh movement in India

(c) The Ganpati  and  Shivaji
festival become  a medium
of the movement.

(d) The Surat  spli t in 1907
weakened the swadeshi
movement.

23 .23 .23 .23 .23 . In  which  order  Europeans
come  to  India  for carrying on
trade ?

(a) Portuguese, Dutch, English,
French

(b) Portuguese, English, Dutch,
French

(c) English, Portuguese Dutch,
French
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(d) Dutch, Portuguese, French,
English

24. 24. 24. 24. 24.      Who were the signatories of the
treaty at Salabai ?

(a) Peshwa and the East India
company

(b) Haider Ali, Peshwa and East
India company

(c) Haider Ali and Peshwa
(d) Mahadaj i S indhia and

Warren Hastings
25 .25 .25 .25 .25 . What was the British policy to-

wards My sore a fter Tipu
Sultan’s death ?

(a) Establishing control over
the whole of Mysore

(b) The whole Mysore was
handed  over to the
successor of Tipu Sultan.

(c) The whole of Mysore was
handed over  to the
successor of  Wadya r
dynasty

(d) Only  the  central  part  of
erstwhile  Mysore was
handed over to the
successor at  wadya r
dynasty.

26 .26 .26 .26 .26 . Historians are of the view that
the British signed the Treaty of
Bassien (1802) with a ‘cypher’.
Who was this ‘cypher’?

(a) Baji Rao II
(b) Raghunath Rao
(c) Nana Phadanvis
(d) Daulat Rao Sindhia

27 .27 .27 .27 .27 . During the Indian  freedom
struggle, who of the following
started  the  weekly Yugantar  in
April 1906?

(a) Jnanendra nath Basu and
Bipin Chandra Pal

(b) Barindra Kumar Ghosh and
Bhupendranath Dutta

(c)   Aswini  Kumar  Dutta  and
Satish  Chandra Mukherji

(d) Krishna   Kumar   Mitra   and
Hemchandra Kanungo

28 .28 .28 .28 .28 . In the year 1911, who of the
following founded the social
service league with its  aim be-

ing to secure for the masses at
the people better and reason-
able. Condition at of life  and
work ?

(a) G.K. Gokhale
(b) M.G. Ranade
(c) N.M. Joshi
(d) Srinivasa Sastri 38.

29 .29 .29 .29 .29 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. The Nawab of Awadh

surrendered Allahabad and
Kora to the English
company by the treaty of
Allahabad.

2. The english company sold
Allahabad and Kora to the
Nawa b of Awadh for
Rupees two crores by the
treaty of Banaras.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 or 2.

30 .30 .30 .30 .30 . Who of the following was the
first president ot the Indian
Trade Union Congress in 1920?

(a) Bipin Chandra Pal
(b) Chittaranjan Das
(c) Lala Lajpat Rai
(d) Dr. Rajendra Prasad

31 .31 .31 .31 .31 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. The southern part of the

India lies within the tropics.
2. The northern  part of  the

co untry  lies in  the sub-
tropical  zone.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1 (b) only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

32 .32 .32 .32 .32 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. Mercury is the smallest and

closest planet to the sun.
2. It is considered as Earth’s

twin because of their close
proximity in size, mass and

density.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) Only 1
(b) only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

33. 33. 33. 33. 33. Consider  the following state-
ments:
1. Uranus orbits  around  the

sun in a clockwise direction
from east to west.

2. It is a giant planet 50 times
larger than the earth. Which
of the above statements is/
are correct?

(a) only 1 (b) only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

34 .34 .34 .34 .34 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. The  largest  planet  Jupiter’s

surface  is  cold probably
about –13°C.

2. It  takes 29½ years to
complete its orbit. Which of
the above statements is/are
correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

35 .35 .35 .35 .35 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. Gavity anomalies gives us

information about the
distribution of mass of the
material in the crust of the
earth.

2. Seismic activity is one of the
most important sources of
information  about the
interior of the earth.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1 (b) only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

36 .36 .36 .36 .36 . Consider   the   following  state-
ments   about   the primary
waves.
1. P-waves move faster and
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are the first to arrive at the
surface.

2. They travel only through
solid material.

3. They are similar to sound
waves.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1 and 2
(b) only 1 and 3
(c) only 2 and 3
(d) All the above

37 .37 .37 .37 .37 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. It  has observed that

seismographs located at
any distance within 105°C.
from the ep icenter,
recorded the arrival of both
P and S- waves.

2. A  zone  between  105°C
and  145°C  from epicenter
was identified as the
shadow zone for both types
of waves.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1 (b) only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

38 .38 .38 .38 .38 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. The  mercalli  scale  takes

into  account  the visible
da mage caused by the
earth quake

2. The range of the intensity
scale is from 0-12. Which of
the above statements is/are
correct?

(a) only 1 (b) only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

39 .39 .39 .39 .39 . In context of the structure of
the earth consider the follow-
ing statements.
1. The core mantle boundary

is located at the depth of
2,900 km.

2. The core is made up of very

heavy  ma terial mostly
constituted by nickel and
iron.

3. The outer core is in liquid
state while  the inner core is
in solid state.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1
(b) only 2 and 3
(c) only 1 and 3
(d)  All the above

40 .40 .40 .40 .40 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. A  tectonic  plate  is  a

massive,  irregularly- shaped
slab of solid rock, generally
composed of both
contineutal and ocenic
lithosphere.

2. Nazca  pl ate  between
south   America  and
Pacific plate is one of the
major plate. Which of the
above statements is/are
correct?

(a) only 1 (b) only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) neither 1 nor 2

41 .41 .41 .41 .41 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. The concept of sea floor

spreading was fi rst
propounded by Hary Hess.

2. The theory o f plate
tectonics proposes that the
earth’s lithosphere is
divided into seven major
and some minor plates.

3. Alfred wegner
propounded  the
displacement hypothesis.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1 and 2
(b) only 2
(c) only 2 and 3
(d) All the above

42 .42 .42 .42 .42 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. Three fourths of the earth’s

surface is  covered with
sedimentary rocks.

2. 87 percent of the minerals
in earth’s crust are silicates.

3. Most  of  the  sedimentary
rocks  have  been formed
under water.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1
(b) only 1 and 3
(c) only 1 and 2
(d) All the above

43 .43 .43 .43 .43 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. Carbon dioxide and water

vapour are found only up to
90 km from the surface of
the earth.

2. Ozon e   is   i mportant
component    of   the
atmosphere  found
between  10 and  50 km
above the earth’s surface.

3. The troposphere’s height at
the poles is  18 km and
about 8 km at the equator.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1 and 2
(b) only 1 and 3
(c) only 2 and 3
(d) All the above

44 .44 .44 .44 .44 . Consider the following state-
ments?
1. Dolerite is a igneous rock
2. Eclogite is an example of

metamorphic rock
3. Limestone is a sedimentary

rock.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1
(b) only 2 and 3
(c) only 1 and 3
(d) All the above

45 .45 .45 .45 .45 . Consider the following state-
ments:
1. The great rift valley of the

world runs for about 6,000
kilometres from  East Africa
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to  Syria through the Red
sea.

2. Vindhyachal  and
Hercynian  are  relict  fold
mountains.

3. Nilgiris and parasnath are
examples of blo ck
mountains.
Which o f the above
statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1 and 3
(b) only 1 and 2
(c) only 2 and 3
(d) all the above

46 .46 .46 .46 .46 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) 7th  constitutional
Amendment  Act of 1956
facilitated the appointment
of the same person as a
governor for two or more
states.

(2) The governor is the chief
executive head of the state.

(3) Part VI of the constitution is
not applicable to the state
of Jammu and Kashmir.
Which of the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only (b) 1 & 3 only
(c) 2&3 only
(d) 1,2&3 only

47 .47 .47 .47 .47 . Consider the following state-
ments about governor.

(1) The governor  should  not
be  a  member  of either
House of Parliament.

(2) The governor should be a
member of the state
legislature.

(3) Governor should have
completed the age of 40
years before the
appointment.
Which of the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 & 3 only
(c) 1 & 3 only
(d) 1, 2 & 3 only 3.

48 .48 .48 .48 .48 . Consider the following state-

ments
(1) All executive actions of the

government of a state are
formally  tak en by
governor’s name.

(2) The governor can not
promulgate ordina nces
when the state legislature is
not in session.

(3) No demand for a grant can
be made except on
governor recommenda-
tions.
Which of the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 & 3 only
(d) 1, 2 & 3 only

49 .49 .49 .49 .49 . Which of the following authori-
ties has the power to declare
an area as disturbed area under
the Armed Forces Special
Power Act (AFSPA).

(a) President of India
(b) Governor of a state
(c) Bo th the President and

governor of a state
(d) Armed Forces

50 .50 .50 .50 .50 . Which  of  the  following  state-
ments  re lating  to executive
clemency is not correct?

(a) The power excercised by
the President under Article
72 is judicially reviewable.

(b) A mercy petitioner does
not enjoy the r ight to be
heard before the President.

(c) The President but not the
Governor of a state enjoys
the power to reduce death
sentence to l ife
imprisonment.

(d) The power under Article 72
is  excercised  by the
President on the aid and
Advice of the council of
Minister.

51 .51 .51 .51 .51 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) The governor may with hold

His assent to the bill, the bill
then ends and does not
become an Act.

(2) Governor   can   summon   or
proroque   the state
legislature but cannot
dissolve the state legislative
assembly.
Which of the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) None of above

52 .52 .52 .52 .52 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) Governormakes
appointments, postings
and promotions of the
district  judges is
consulta tion with the
supreme court.

(2) Governor is consulted by
the President while
appointing the judges of
the concerned state high
court.
Which of the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

53 .53 .53 .53 .53 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) Governor nominates one-
sixth of the member of the
state legislat ive council
from amongst persons
having special knowledge.

(2) Governor can nominate one
member to the state
legislature assembly  from
the  Anglo- India n
community.
Which of the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

54 .54 .54 .54 .54 . Consider the following state-
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ments.
(1) The  52nd  Amendment  Act

1985 provided fo r the
disq ualificat ion of the
Member of Parliament.

(2) An independent member
can be disqualified if He
joins any political party after
election.

(3) If the nominated member
joins any political party after
six month from the date on
which he takes his seat in
the house then member will
disqualified.
Which o f the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only (b) 2 & 3 only
(c) 1 & 3 only
(d) All of the above
55 .55 .55 .55 .55 . Consider  the fol lowing

statements.
(1) The A ntidefectio n law

gives for the first time a
clear-cut constitutional
recognition to the existence
of political  parties.

(2) The total number  of
Minister including the Prime
Minister  in  the  central
council  of Minister  shall not
exceed 15% of the  total
strenght of the Lok Sabha.
Which o f the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

56 .56 .56 .56 .56 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) The  inter-state  council  was
set  up  under Article  283 of
the constitution of India by
the President in 1990.

(2) The President is the
chairman of the inter-state
council.

(3) In inter-state council, the
Six Central Ca binet
Ministers, including the

Home Minister, to  be
nominated by the
President.
Which o f the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 & 3 only
(b) 1 only
(c) 1 & 2 only
(d) All of the above

57. 57. 57. 57. 57.      Which  of  the  following  state-
ments  meets  the objective of
the zonal  councils.

(1) To achieve an  emotional
integration  of the country.

(2) To secure some kind of
po litical  equilib rium
between different regions
of the country.

(3) To enable the centre and
states to cooperate w ith
each  other   in  social  and
economic matters.
Which o f the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 & 3 only
(b) 1 & 2 only
(c) 2 & 3 only
(d) All of the above

58 .58 .58 .58 .58 . Consider  the  following state-
ments  about  zonal council.

(1) Northern Zonal council
Headquarter situated in
New Delhi.

(2) Central Zo nal council
Headquarter  established in
Madhya Pradesh.

(3) North-Eastern council
Headquarter established in
Meghalaya.
Which o f the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 & 3 only
(c) 1 & 3 only
(d) 1, 2 & 3 only

59 .59 .59 .59 .59 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) The  Election  commission
is  a  permanent and an
independent body
estab lished by the

Parliament.
(2) The appointment of  the

Chief  electio n
Commissioner and
othere l e c t i o n
co mmissioners shall  be
made by the President.

(3) The condition of service
and tenure of office of   the
Election  Commissioners
shall  be determined by the
Parliament.
Which o f the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) 1 & 3 only
(d) All of the above

60 .60 .60 .60 .60 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) Theremoval of the Chief
Election Commissioner as
similar as the removal of a
Judge of Supreme Court.

(2) The  Chief  Electio n
Commissioner  can  be
removed by the President
on the basis of a resolution
passed to that effect by the
bo th the house of
parliament with special
majority.
Which o f the statement
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

61 .61 .61 .61 .61 . Consider the following state-
ments with regards to powers
& functions of the Election
Commission.

(1) The Election Commission
will noti fy the dates and
schedules of elections and
to scrutinise the nomination
papers.

(2) To  determine   the
territorial   areas  of  the
electoral constitutencies
throughoutthe country on
the basis of the delimination
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commission Act of
parliament.

(3) To advice the President on
matter  rela ting to the
disqualifications of the
member  of  the state
legislature.
Select the correct code
given below.

(a) 1 only (b) 1 & 3 only
(c) 2 & 3 only
(d) 1 & 2 only
62 .62 .62 .62 .62 . Consider  the fol lowing

statements.
(1) The Chief  Election

Commissioner holds off ice
for a term of six years.

(2) The Chief  Election
Commissioner holds off ice
till he at tain the age of 63
years.

(3) Election Commissioner &
Chief  Election
Commissioner draw salaries
and allowances at per with
those of the judges of the
Supreme Court.
Which of the statements
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only (b) 1 & 3 only
(c) 2 & 3 only
(d) All of the above

63 .63 .63 .63 .63 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) Lowering  the   voting  age
to   18  year  by amending
Article 326.

(2) No candidate can contest
to Lok Sabha from more
than two constituencies
except in Union Territory.

(3) President can extend the
National emergency on the
recommendation of the
Election Commission.
Which of the statements
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only (b) 1 & 2 only
(c) 1 & 3 only
(d) All of the above

64 .64 .64 .64 .64 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) Bye-election are  to  held
wi thin  1  year  of
occurrence of the vacancy
in any house of parliament.

(2) If  the  contesting
candidate  is  dead  before
the actual  polling  then
pa rty sho uld pro pose
another candidate within
seven days.

(3) 1999  the  provision  was
made  for  voting through
postal  Ballot  to  their
constituency.
Which of the statements
given above is / are correct.

(a) l only
(b) 2 & 3 only
(c) 1 & 3 only
(d) All of the above

65 .65 .65 .65 .65 . Consider the following state-
ments.

(1) A candidate  should  have
domicile of that which  state
where the contesting an
election for the Ra jya
Sabha.

(2) A   candidate   sponsored
by   a   recognised political
party only one proposer  is
required in election.

(3) Rajya Sabha uses the open
ballot system.
Which of the statements
given above is / are correct.

(a) 1 only (b) 2 & 3 only
(c) 1 & 3 only
(d) All of the above

66 .66 .66 .66 .66 . In   the   context   of  economic
slowdown,  fiscal and  monetary
stimuli  were implemented  by
the Government of India. These
were in the form of:

(1) Expansio na ry monetary
policy

(2) Contractionary monetary
policy

(3) Expansionary fiscal policy
(4) Contractionary fiscal policy

Select the correct answer from the
code given below

(a) 1 and 4 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

67 .67 .67 .67 .67 . Which of the following clearly
def ines the objective of the
scheme “Assistance India
club”?

(a) To provide economic
assistance to India.

(b) To   provide   intensive   cash
package   for development
of SCIST

(c) Assistance for education of
minorities

(d) Special help package for
women and children
(below age of 6 years)

68 .68 .68 .68 .68 . Economic reforms intiated in
1991 comprised of the follow-
ing:

(1) Stabllity programme
(2) Structural Adjustment

programme
(3) Condi tio nally clause &

imposed by the IMF and
World Bank.
Select the  correct  answer
from  the  codes given
below:

(a) 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only

69 .69 .69 .69 .69 . Which of the following de-
scribes the objective of inten-
sive Agriculture Area
programme?

(a) Development of fertilisers
specific to certain crops

(b) Development of
intensiveirrigation
in infrastructure.

(c) Development of
intensivearea b a s e d
agriculture complexes.

(d) Development of
specialized crops.

70 .70 .70 .70 .70 . Which  of  the  following  com-
prised  “monetary stimulus
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package” by the RBI to revive
the economy after the 2008
global meltdown?

(1) Reduction of CRR
(2) Reduction o f Repo and

Reserve Repo notes
(3) Reduction of SLR
(4) Curbs   on   commercial

ba nks  lending  fo r
consumer durables.
Select the correct answer
from the codes below:

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

71 .71 .71 .71 .71 . Which of the following best
defines the objective of com-
mand area  Devel opment
programme?

(a) Making irrigational facilities
available for big and small
projects

(b) Making irrigational facilities
available for big, medium
and small projects

(c) Making  irr igational   facilities
available  for medium and
small projects

(d) None of the above
72 .72 .72 .72 .72 . Consider the following:

(1) Downsizing of bureaucracy
(2) Disinvestment   of  shares  of

public  sector undertakings
(3) Reduction of subsidies

Which of the above can be
used as measures to control
the fiscal defic it in India?

(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only

73 .73 .73 .73 .73 . The twenty point programme
was launched in 1975. which
of the following can best be
described as the ultimate ob-
jective  envisioned by the
programme?

(a) To ensure employment for
BPL urban area.

(b) To accelerate pending

irrigation  projects in states.
(c) To focus on livelihood

crea tio n for women in
urban areas

(d) To enhance living status of
the people.

74 .74 .74 .74 .74 . Which one the following was
not stipulated in the fiscal  Re-
sponsibility and Budget  man-
agement Act 2003?

(a) Elimin ation of revenue
deficit

(b) Elimina tion of primary
deficit

(c) Non-borrowing  by the
central  Government from
RBI except under certain
circumstances.

(d) Fixing government
guarantees in any financial
year as a percentage of
GDP.

75 .75 .75 .75 .75 . Which of the following below
defines the aim of farmer &
Agriculture services centres
scheme?

(a) To popularize us age of
agriculture equipment

(b) To popularize micro credit
to farmers.

(c) To   popularize   provision
of   extension   & services to
farmers.

(d) To provide for and to
landless farmers.

76 .76 .76 .76 .76 . Regarding the Term ‘Genetic
Erosian’ consider the following
statements:
1. Genetic  E rosim  means

decrea se  of  crops,
diversity and  their coid
forms.

2. Transformation   of
Agriculture  is  help  in
Genetic Erosion.

3. Genetic   Erosio n
happened   when   human
invent new crops and give
them preference.

4. Economic  and  industrial
development  also make a

big role in genetic Erosion.
Which o f the statement
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) All the above.

77 .77 .77 .77 .77 . One atom of ehlonive destroy
how may atoms of ozone?

(a) One thousand
(b) Ten thousand
(c) Fifty thousand
(d) One Lakh

78 .78 .78 .78 .78 . Bioremediation  process  event
to   decrease  the pollution in
atmosphere: Consider   the
following  statement   about
this process.
1. To decrease the

environmental polutent
2. Living micro organism use in

this process
3. By this process polluted

places were came in their
pre-stage

4. By  this  process  life  cycle
of  elements  in environment
can’not maintain.
Select co rrect answer-
codes given below:

(a) Only 1 (b) Both 1 and 2
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

79 .79 .79 .79 .79 .      StatemenStatemenStatemenStatemenStatement  t  t  t  t       AAAAA:  :  :  :  :       Environ-
ment   is  store  house  of maxi-
mum energy.
RRRRReeeeeaaaaasssssooooon n n n n      R: R: R: R: R:      Due  to  environ-
mental  powers  and process
comes new environmental ele-
ments.
Select the correct codes given
below:

(a) A and R both are right
(b) A & R both are wrong
(c) A is wrong R is right
(d) A is wright R is wrong.

80 .80 .80 .80 .80 . To cutting of forests which one
of the following problem cre-
ate?

(a) increase in rain
(b) soi l degrudation and



Solved PaperSolved PaperSolved PaperSolved PaperSolved Paper

http://www.iasexamportal.com 8989898989  http://www.civilservicesmentor.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

uncontrolled flood. (c)
Decrease in temperature

(d) None of the above
81 .81 .81 .81 .81 . Which one of the following sys-

tem is not controlled by Natural
Laws?

(a) Food chain
(b) Huma n based ernade

ecological system
(c) Flow of energy
(d) Biological chemical cycle.

82 .82 .82 .82 .82 . A sustanable Bio-group called
in a Ecosystem is?

(a) Ecotone
(b) Sucsesation
(c) Climax
(d) Ciral

83 .83 .83 .83 .83 . In any ecosystem human and all
animals are as:

(a) Consumers
(b) Producers
(c) Decomposers
(d) Secondary Consumers

84 .84 .84 .84 .84 . The primary source of energy
in an ecosystem is:

(a) Chlorophill
(b) A.T.P.
(c) Sunlight
(d) Green Plants

85 .85 .85 .85 .85 . In a grassland ecosystem, pyra-
mid of numbers is:

 (a) Straight (b) Linear
(c) Opposite
(d) Uncontrolled

86 .86 .86 .86 .86 . i)NASA’s   newest   robotic   ex-
p lorer,   Maven stands for
Mountain Atmosphere and
Volatile EvolutioN .
ii)Study  shows  that  the  early
atmosphere  of Mars  was thick
enough  to  hold  water  and
possibly support microbial life,
but much of that atmosphere
may have been lost  to space,
eroded by the sun.
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements  is/are NOT
true?

(a) Only i
(b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

87 .87 .87 .87 .87 . i)Duronto   trains,  which  was
intro duced  by  Mamata
Banerjee  runs   from  one  end
to another without any stop-
page .
ii)   The Duronto  trains are the
highest revenue- earning trains
in India .
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements  is/are true?

(a) Only i (b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

88 .88 .88 .88 .88 . i)The  venue  for  the   CHOGM
meeting  in Sri Lanka — the
Bandaranaike Memorial Inter-
national  Conference Hall —
was donated by  China which is
also currently  the single largest
provider  of  financial support
to  Sri Lanka.
ii)   The ‘Sikh Genocide Com-
pla int ’ f iled by  SFJ, AISSF,
‘Movement Against Atrocities
a nd Repression  and
gurudwara   representatives
across Europe and North
America, is likely to come up
before the UN “Working Group
on Communications” .
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements  is/are true?

(a) Only i (b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

89 .89 .89 .89 .89 . i)Branches of the first women
commercial bank of the coun-
try, the Bharatiya Mahila  Bank
are in   Chennai, Bangalore,
Guwahati, Kolkata, Lucknow
and Ahmedabad.
ii)   A   gradual   increase   in   the
quantum    of indigenously pro-
duced silk yarn over the last five
years has brought about a cor-
responding decline in India’s
dependence on imported silk
yarn, mostly from China.
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements  is/are NOT
true?

(a) Only i

(b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

90 .90 .90 .90 .90 . i)German  Chancellor  Angela
Merkel  will be honoured  with
the  Indira  Gandhi  Prize for
Peace,  Disarmament  and  De-
velopment  for 2013 for her
exemplary leadership in Eu-
rope and the world during the
financial crisis and her steward-
ship of German economic
growth.
ii) Indian-American  Vivek
Murthy has been nominated for
the post of Surgeon General US
President Barack Obama.
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements  is/are true?

(a) Only i (b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

91 .91 .91 .91 .91 . i)Section 62 (5)  of the RP Act
says,  “No person shall vote at
any election if he/she is con-
fined in  a prison, whether un-
der a sentence of imprison-
ment or transportation or other-
wise, or  is  in  the  lawful  cus-
tody  of  the  police: Provided
that  nothing  in  this  sub-  sec-
tion shall apply to a person sub-
jected to preventive detention
under any law for the time be-
ing in force.”
ii)   However RP (Amendment
and Validation) Act, 2013,  says
that by reasons of the prohibi-
tion to vote, “ a person whose
name has been entered in  the
electoral roll shall not cease to
be an elector.”

(a) Only i (b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

92 .92 .92 .92 .92 . i)Afganistan needs to have a
partnership with a country like
the United States because it
can protect them from threats
from neighboring countries,
especial ly Pakistan,  and the
Taliban.
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ii)Dominique  Burgeon, direc-
tor  of the  FAO’sEmergency
and Rehabilitation Division said
that despite the devastating ef-
fects  of Typhoon Haiyan there
was no disruption  in the food
crop  planting  for the  2013-
2014 secondary season in
Phil ippines .
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements  is/are true?

(a)  Only i
(b) Only ii
(c)   Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

93 .93 .93 .93 .93 .i)Delhi  is amongst  the  first cit-
ies to  have a branch of the
newly opened Bharatiya Mahila
Bank (BMB) .

ii)  ESPS stands  for  (employee
stock  purchase scheme) and
SAR stands for (stock apprecia-
tion right).
Which  of  the  above statement/
statements  is/are true?

(a) Only i
(b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

94 .94 .94 .94 .94 . i)Graphene, a single atomic
layer  of carbon, is the  world’s
strongest material,  and  also has
electrical properties  superior
to  the  silicon used to make the
chips found in modern elec-
tronics.
ii)   India alone carries  nearly 50
per cent of the global MDR-TB
(multi-drug  resistant  T(B) bur-
den.
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements  is/are NOT
true?

(a) Only i (b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

95 .95 .95 .95 .95 . i)Olympics gold medallist and
coach V. Baskaran has been
appointed as the chief coach
for the Indian team.
ii)Barcelona forward Lionel
Messi  was presented with a

record third Golden Boot for
scoring the  most  goals  in
Europe’s  domestic leagues last
season.
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements  is/are
NOT true?

(a) Only i
(b) Only ii
(c)  Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

96 .96 .96 .96 .96 . i) India’s  minimum  support
prices for farmers and food
subsidies is the main issue it
would raise for the Ninth
WTO Ministerial scheduled
for next month in Bali .

ii) The clause providing no
country  being able to
initiate a ction against
another  that was in breach
of the WTO caps is
favorable for India.
Which  o f  the  above
statement/statements  is/
are true?

(a) Only i
(b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

97 .97 .97 .97 .97 . i)A  Delhi  court  is  to  consider
the  criminal defamation  com-
plaint  f iled  by  former  IPS of-
f icer R B Sreekumar against
Gujara t  Chief Minister
Narendra    Modi,   BJP   presi-
dent Rajnath Singh and two
others over  attacks on him in
the ISRO spying case.
ii)   Tehelka magazine editor
Tarun  Tejpal after admitting
“ misconduct”  aga inst  a
woman journalist has offered to
resign from office for an indefi-
nite time. the back of buoyant
global demand according to
experts.
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements true?

(a)  Only i (b) Only ii
(c)  Both i and ii

(d)  Neither i nor ii
98 .98 .98 .98 .98 . i)U.S. Secretary of State John

Kerry and AfghanP r e s i d e n t
Hamid  Karzai had   agreed on
the terms of the bilateral secu-
rity agreement (BS (A) to cover
the presence of American
troops beyond 2014.

ii) Recently Australian PM was ac-
cused of tapping phone of
Philippine's president, that
raised a lot of hue and cry.
Which  of  the  above statement/
statements true?

(a) Only i (b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d)  Neither i nor ii

99. i)Current  account deficit
(CAD) would see a dramatic re-
duction during the next two
years, mainly driven by pick up
in export growth on the back
of buoyant global demand ac-
cording to experts.
(ii) Kinetic Engineering Ltd.
(KEL) is planning to launch its
hybrid electric three-wheeler
(auto) in the next 12 months.
Which  of  the  above statement/
statements  is/are false?

(a) Only i (b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii

100.100.100.100.100. i) A volca nic eruptio n has
raised an island in the seas to
the south Anda ma n and
Nicobar Island in the Indian
Ocean.
ii)   There has been “a phenom-
enal increase” in the levels of
fine part icles in the atmosphere
over India,  especially those
generated  by human activity,
according   to   research   pub-
lished recently by a team of In-
dian scientists.
Which  of  the  above state-
ment/statements true?

(a) Only i
(b) Only ii
(c) Both i and ii
(d) Neither i nor ii
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ANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERS

1. (d) 2. (b) 3. (d) 4. (d)
5. (c) 6. (c) 7. (c) 8.  (d)
9. (c) 10. (b) 11. (b) 12. (c)

13. (b) 14. (c) 15. (a) 16. (c)
17. (c) 18. (a) 19. (a) 20. (b)
21. (A) 22. (b) 23. (a) 24. (d)
25. (c) 26. (a) 27. (b) 28. (c)
29. (d) 30. (c)

31.    (c)
32.    (a) Venus is often considered

as Earth’s twin because of their
close proximity in size, mass
and density.

33.    (c)
34.    (a) Not Jupiter  but Saturn is so

far from the sun that is takes
29½ years to complete its orbit.

35.    (c)
36.    (b) Primary waves travel  though

gaseous, liquid and solid ma-
terials.

37.    (c)
38.   (a) The range of the Mercalli

Scale (Intensity Scale) is from
1-12.

39.    (d)
40.    (a) Nazca plate between South

America and pacific Plate is
minor plate.

41.    (d)
42.    (d) Roughly to a height of 8 km

near the poles and about 18 km
at the equator.

44.    (d)
45.    (b)  Nilgiris and  Parasnath  are

examples of  Residual or Dis-
sected Mountains.

46.    (d)
47.    (a) The governor’s should not

be member of state legislature
& He should have completed
35 years of age.

48.   (c) The governor can promul-
gate ordinance when the state
legislature is in session.

49.    (d)
50.    (c)
51.    (a) Governor dissolve the state

legislative assembly.
52.    (b) Governor consult with High

Court.
53.    (c)
54.    (d)
55.    (a) Article 75.
56.    (b) Prime Minister is the Chair-

man of the ISC.
57.    (d)
58.  (a)  Central-Zonal co uncil

Headquarter is in Allahabad.
59.    (b) It established by the consti-

tution of India.
60.    (c)
61.    (d) It advice the governor.
62.    (b) He hold office till the age of

65 years.
63.    (a)
64.    (b) Bye-election are to be held

within 6 months.
65.    (b) No domicile is need more

for Rajya Sabha election.
66.    (d)
67.    (a) [it  was started in 1958 and

the aim of the scheme was to
provide economic assistance
to India in the form of cash
donations]

68.    (d)
69.    (d) [extensive Agriculture Area

programme was started was
started in the 1964-95 budget
the main aim was development
of specialized crops].

70.    (b)
71.    (a) [Command Area Develop-

ment was started in 1974-75 to
make irrigational facilities avail-

able for  big and  small projects
only. Medium size projects
were excluded under the pre-
view of this scheme]

72.    (c)
73.   (d) [it was launched with 66

items and aimed to enhance
the living status of the people.
Now there are 65 items under
the scheme as MGNREGA is
now a separate scheme].

74.    (b)
75.   (a) [it was started in 1983-84

the main aim was technology
infusion  in  to  the  agriculture
sector  toenhance  the pro-
ductivity, so Agriculture ser-
vice center were established
and they popularished the us-
age of Agricultural equipment].

76. (d)  All statements are true
about Genetic  Erosion and its
happened during a long pe-
riod.

77.    (d)
78.    (c)  Bioremediation process

does not harm the life cycle of
elements in environment.

79.    (c)
80.    (b)
81.    (b) Artificial ecological system

not controlled by nature.
82.  (a) Ecotone is term used for

sustainable Bio-group stage in
ecosystem.

83.   (a) All human and animals are
consumers in an ecosystem.

84. (c) Due to sunlight
photosynthessis occurs.

85. (a) 86. ( a) 87. (a) 88. (c)
89. (d) 90. (c) 91. (c) 92. (a)
93. (b) 94. (b) 95. (a) 96. (c)
97. (a) 98. (a) 99. (d)100. (b)
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VEDIC CIVILIZATION

The Vedic period is
characterised by Indo-Aryan culture
associated with the texts of Vedas,
sacred to Hindus, which were orally
composed in Vedic Sanskrit. The
Vedas are some of the oldest extant
texts in India. The Vedic period,
lasting from about 1750 to 500 BCE,
contributed the foundations of
Hinduism and other cultural aspects
of Indian subcontinent. In terms of
culture, many regions of the
subcontinent transitioned from the
Chalcolithic to the Iron Age in this
period.

Vedic SocietyVedic SocietyVedic SocietyVedic SocietyVedic Society

Historians have analysed the
Vedas to posit a Vedic culture in the
Punjab region and the upper
Gangetic Plain. Most historians also
consider this period to have
encompassed several waves of Indo-
Aryan migration into the subcontinent
from the north-west. Vedic people
believed in the transmigration of the
soul, and the peepal tree and cow
were sanctified by the time of the
Atharva Veda. Many of the concepts
of Indian philosophy espoused later
like Dharma, Karma etc. trace their
root to the Vedas.

The swastika is a major element
of Hindu iconography.

Early Vedic society is described
in the Rigveda, the oldest Vedic text,
believed to have been composed c.
1500-1200 BCE in the northwestern
region of the Indian subcontinent. At
this time, Aryan society consisted of
largely tribal and pastoral groups,
distinct from the Harappan
urbanisation which had been
abandoned. The early Indo-Aryan
presence probably corresponds, in
part, to the Ochre Coloured Pottery
culture in archaeological contexts.

At the end of the Rigvedic
period, the Aryan society began to
expand from the northwestern region
of the Indian subcontinent, into the

western Ganges plain. It became
increasingly agricultural and was
socially organised around the
hierarchy of the four varnas, or social
classes. This social structure was
characterized both by syncretising
with the native cultures of northern
India, but also eventually by the
excluding of indigenous peoples by
labelling their occupations impure.
During this period, many of the
previous small tribal units and
chiefdoms began to coalesce into
monarchical, state-level polities.

SanskritizationSanskritizationSanskritizationSanskritizationSanskritization

Since Vedic times, "people from
many strata of society throughout the
subcontinent tended to adapt their
religious and social life to Brahmanic
norms", a process sometimes called
Sanskritization. It is reflected in the
tendency to identify local deities with
the gods of the Sanskrit texts.

The Kuru kingdom was the first
state-level society of the Vedic
period, corresponding to the
beginning of the Iron Age in
northwestern India, around 1000
BCE, as well as with the composition
of the Atharvaveda (the first Indian
text to mention iron, as ?y?ma ayas,
literally "black metal"). The Kuru state
organized the Vedic hymns into
collections, and developed the
orthodox srauta ritual to uphold the
social order. When the Kuru kingdom
declined, the center of Vedic culture
shifted to their eastern neighbours,
the Panchala kingdom. The
archaeological Painted Grey Ware
culture, which flourished in the
Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh
regions of northern India from about
1100 to 600 BCE, is believed to
correspond to the Kuru and Panchala
kingdoms.

During the Late Vedic Period,
the kingdom of Videha emerged as a
new center of Vedic culture, situated
even farther to the East (in what is

today Nepal and Bihar state in India).
The later part of this period
corresponds with a consolidation of
increasingly large states and
kingdoms, called mahajanapadas, all
across Northern India.

Sanskrit EpicsSanskrit EpicsSanskrit EpicsSanskrit EpicsSanskrit Epics

In addition to the Vedas, the
principal texts of Hinduism, the core
themes of the Sanskrit epics
Ramayana and Mahabharata are said
to have their ultimate origins during
this period. The Mahabharata remains,
today, the longest single poem in the
world. Historians formerly postulated
an "epic age" as the milieu of these
two epic poems, but now recognize
that the texts (which are both familiar
with each other) went through
multiple stages of development over
centuries. For instance, the
Mahabharata may have been based
on a small-scale conflict (possibly
about 1000 BCE) which was
eventually "transformed into a
gigantic epic war by bards and poets."
The existing texts of these epics are
believed to belong to the post-Vedic
age, between c. 400 BCE and 400
CE. There is no conclusive proof from
archaeology as to whether the
specific events described therein
have any historical basis.

"Second Urbanisation""Second Urbanisation""Second Urbanisation""Second Urbanisation""Second Urbanisation"
(800-200 BCE)(800-200 BCE)(800-200 BCE)(800-200 BCE)(800-200 BCE)

During the time between 800
and 200 BCE the Shramana-
movement formed, from which
originated Jainism and Buddhism. In
the same period the first Upanishads
were written. After 500 BCE, the so-
called "Second urbanisation" started,
with new urban settlements arising
at the Ganges plain, especially the
Central Ganges plain. The Central
Ganges Plain, where Magadha gained
prominence, forming the base of the
Mauryan Empire, was a distinct
cultural area, with new states arising
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after 500 BCE during the so-called
"Second urbanisation". It was
influenced by the Vedic culture, but
differed markedly from the Kuru-
Panchala region. It "was the area of
the earliest known cultivation of rice
in South Asia and by 1800 BCE was
the location of an advanced neolithic
population associated with the sites
of Chirand and Chechar". In this region
the Shramanic movements
flourished, and Jainism and
Buddhism originated.

MahajanapadasMahajanapadasMahajanapadasMahajanapadasMahajanapadas
(600-300 B.C.E)(600-300 B.C.E)(600-300 B.C.E)(600-300 B.C.E)(600-300 B.C.E)

The Mahajanapadas were the
sixteen most powerful kingdoms and
republics of the era, located mainly
across the fertile Indo-Gangetic
plains, there were a number of smaller
kingdoms stretching the length and
breadth of Ancient India.

In the later Vedic Age, a
number of small kingdoms or city
states had covered the subcontinent,
many mentioned in Vedic, early
Buddhist and Jaina literature as far
back as 500 BCE. sixteen monarchies
and "republics" known as the
Mahajanapadas-Kashi, Kosala, Anga,
Magadha, Vajji (or Vriji), Malla, Chedi,
Vatsa (or Vamsa), Kuru, Panchala,
Matsya (or Machcha), Shurasena,
Assaka, Avanti, Gandhara, and
Kamboja-stretched across the Indo-
Gangetic Plain from modern-day
Afghanistan to Bengal and
Maharastra. This period saw the
second major rise of urbanism in India
after the Indus Valley Civilisation.

Many smaller clans mentioned
within early literature seem to have
been present across the rest of the
subcontinent. Some of these kings
were hereditary; other states elected
their rulers. Early "republics" such as
the Vajji (or Vriji) confederation
centered in the city of Vaishali,
existed as early as the 6th century
BCE and persisted in some areas until
the 4th century CE. The educated

speech at that time was Sanskrit,
while the languages of the general
population of northern India are
referred to as Prakrits. Many of the
sixteen kingdoms had coalesced to
four major ones by 500/400 BCE, by
the time of Gautama Buddha. These
four were Vatsa, Avanti, Kosala, and
Magadha.The Life of Gautam Budhha
was mainly associated with these four
kingdoms.

This period corresponds in an
archaeological context to the
Northern Black Polished Ware
culture.

Upanishads andUpanishads andUpanishads andUpanishads andUpanishads and
Shramana MovementsShramana MovementsShramana MovementsShramana MovementsShramana Movements

Nalanda is considered one of
the first great universities in recorded
history. It was the centre of Buddhist
learning and research in the world
from 450 to 1193 CE.

Main articles:Main articles:Main articles:Main articles:Main articles:  History of
Hinduism, History of Buddhism and
History of Jainism

Further information:urther information:urther information:urther information:urther information:
Upanishads, Indian Religions, Indian
philosophy and Ancient universities
of India

The 7th and 6th centuries BCE
witnessed the composition of the
earliest Upanishads. Upanishads form
the theoretical basis of classical
Hinduism and are known as Vedanta
(conclusion of the Vedas). The older
Upanishads launched attacks of
increasing intensity on the ritual.
Anyone who worships a divinity other
than the Self is called a domestic
animal of the gods in the
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad. The
Mundaka launches the most scathing
attack on the ritual by comparing
those who value sacrifice with an
unsafe boat that is endlessly
overtaken by old age and death.

Increasing urbanisation of India
in 7th and 6th centuries BCE led to
the rise of new ascetic or shramana
movements which challenged the
orthodoxy of rituals. Mahavira (c. 549-

477 BCE), proponent of Jainism, and
Buddha (c. 563-483), founder of
Buddhism were the most prominent
icons of this movement. Shramana
gave rise to the concept of the cycle
of birth and death, the concept of
samsara, and the concept of
liberation. Buddha found a Middle
Way that ameliorated the extreme
asceticism found in the Sramana
religions.

Around the same time, Mahavira
(the 24th Tirthankara in Jainism)
propagated a theology that was to
later become Jainism. However, Jain
orthodoxy believes the teachings of
the Tirthankaras predates all known
time and scholars believe Parshva,
accorded status as the 23rd
Tirthankara, was a historical figure.
The Vedas are believed to have
documented a few Tirthankaras and
an ascetic order similar to the
shramana movement.

Magadha EmpireMagadha EmpireMagadha EmpireMagadha EmpireMagadha Empire

Magadha (Sanskrit: ???) formed
one of the sixteen Mah?-Janapadas
(Sanskrit: "Great Countries") or
kingdoms in ancient India. The core
of the kingdom was the area of Bihar
south of the Ganges; its first capital
was Rajagriha (modern Rajgir) then
Pataliputra (modern Patna). Magadha
expanded to include most of Bihar
and Bengal with the conquest of
Licchavi and Anga respectively,
followed by much of eastern Uttar
Pradesh and Orissa. The ancient
kingdom of Magadha is heavily
mentioned in Jain and Buddhist texts.
It is also mentioned in the Ramayana,
Mahabharata, Puranas. A state of
Magadha, possibly a tribal kingdom,
is recorded in Vedic texts much
earlier in time than 600BCE.

The earliest reference to the
Magadha people occurs in the
Atharva-Veda where they are found
listed along with the Angas,
Gandharis, and Mujavats. Magadha
played an important role in the
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development of Jainism and
Buddhism, and two of India's greatest
empires, the Maurya Empire and
Gupta Empire, originated from
Magadha. These empires saw
advancements in ancient India's
science, mathematics, astronomy,
religion, and philosophy and were
considered the Indian "Golden Age".
The Magadha kingdom included
republican communities such as the
community of Rajakumara. Villages
had their own assemblies under their
local chiefs called Gramakas. Their
administrations were divided into
executive, judicial, and military
functions.

Persian and Greek conquestsPersian and Greek conquestsPersian and Greek conquestsPersian and Greek conquestsPersian and Greek conquests

In 530 BCE Cyrus the Great,
King of the Persian Achaemenid
Empire crossed the Hindu-Kush
mountains to seek tribute from the
tribes of Kamboja, Gandhara and the
trans-India region (modern
Afghanistan and Pakistan). By 520
BCE, during the reign of Darius I of
Persia, much of the northwestern
subcontinent (present-day eastern
Afghanistan and Pakistan) came
under the rule of the Persian
Achaemenid Empire. The area
remained under Persian control for
two centuries. During this time India
supplied mercenaries to the Persian
army then fighting in Greece.

Under Persian rule the famous
city of Takshashila became a centre
where both Vedic and Iranian
learning were mingled. The impact
of Persian ideas was felt in many areas
of Indian life. Persian coinage and
rock inscriptions were adopted by
India. However, Persian ascendency
in northern India ended with
Alexander the Great's conquest of
Persia in 327 BCE.

By 326 BCE, Alexander the
Great had conquered Asia Minor and
the Achaemenid Empire and had
reached the northwest frontiers of the
Indian subcontinent. There he
defeated King Porus in the Battle of

the Hydaspes (near modern-day
Jhelum, Pakistan) and conquered
much of the Punjab. Alexander's
march east put him in confrontation
with the Nanda Empire of Magadha
and the Gangaridai of Bengal. His
army, exhausted and frightened by
the prospect of facing larger Indian
armies at the Ganges River, mutinied
at the Hyphasis (modern Beas River)
and refused to march further East.
Alexander, after the meeting with his
officer, Coenus, and learning about
the might of Nanda Empire, was
convinced that it was better to return.

The Persian and Greek invasions
had important repercussions on
Indian civilisation. The political
systems of the Persians were to
influence future forms of governance
on the subcontinent, including the
administration of the Mauryan
dynasty. In addition, the region of
Gandhara, or present-day eastern
Afghanistan and northwest Pakistan,
became a melting pot of Indian,
Persian, Central Asian, and Greek
cultures and gave rise to a hybrid
culture, Greco-Buddhism, which
lasted until the 5th century CE and
influenced the artistic development
of Mahayana Buddhism.

VEDIC LITERATURE
• The word Veda is derived from

the Sanskrit word Veda
meaning, to know or
knowledge par excellence.

• Vedic texts are divided
between Sruti (based on
hearing), which is distinct from
Smriti (based on memory).

• Four Vedas and their Samhitas,
the Brahmanas, the Aranyakas
and the Upanishads form a
class of literature known as
Sruti.

Rig VedaRig VedaRig VedaRig VedaRig Veda

• It is divided into 10 Books or
Mandalas. Books II to VII are
considered the oldest. Book I,

VIII and X seem to be later
additions.

• A collection of 1028 hymns of
a number of priestly families.

• Written between 1700-1500
B.C. when Aryans were still in
Punjab.

• Books II to VII are earliest and
are also called as family books.
They are attributed to
Gritsamada, Visvamitra,
Vasudeva. Am. Bhardwaj,
Vashishtha. Kanva and Angiras.

• The IX Mandala is dedicated
exclusively to Soma

• The X Mandala contains the
famous Purushsukta hymn that
explains the origin of four
Varnas.

Words Mentioned in Rig Veda

Word Times mentioned
Om 1028
Ashva 315
Jana 275
Gau 176
Vis 171
Brahmana 14
Kshatriya 9
Yamuna 3
Sudra 1
Vaishya 1
Rajya 1
Kulpa 1
Ganga 1
Samudra 1

Yajur VedaYajur VedaYajur VedaYajur VedaYajur Veda

• A ritualistic Veda.
• It is divided into Shukla

Yajurveda and Krishna
Yajurveda.

• Atharvaveda mentions beliefs
and practices of non-Aryans.

• In Atharvaveda, Sabha and
Samiti are described as uterine
sisters – the two daughters of
Prajapati.

• Written in prose, it deals with
procedure for performance of
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sacrifices and contains rituals as
well as hymns.

Sama VedaSama VedaSama VedaSama VedaSama Veda

• Sam Veda derives its roots from
Saman. which means a melody.

• A collection of melodies.
• A collection of 1603 hymns.

Except 99, all others were
derived from Rig Veda.

Atharva VedaAtharva VedaAtharva VedaAtharva VedaAtharva Veda

• A collection of 711 hymns, it is
divided into 20 Kandas.

• It is the latest Veda.
• Atharva Veda is a book of

magical formula.
• It contains charms and spells to

ward-off evil and disease.
• Its content throws light on the

practices of non-Aryans.

Chief PriestsChief PriestsChief PriestsChief PriestsChief Priests

• The chief priests who were
engaged in performing the
sacrifices were –

a. Hotri – the Invoker, he
recited hymns from
Rigveda.

b. Adhvaryu – the executor,
he rected hymns from
Yajurvada.

c. Udgatri - the singer, he
recited hymns from
Samveda.

d. Brahman - Atharvveda
• Although the hymns are

attributed to rishis, pious
Hindus have always laid stress
upon their divine origin. Thus,
the Vedas are called
apaurusheya (not created by
man) and nitya (existing in all
eternity) while the rishis are
known as inspired seers who
received the mantras from the
Supreme deity.

The UpanishadsThe UpanishadsThe UpanishadsThe UpanishadsThe Upanishads

• The word Upanishad means,
‘be seated at feet of Guru to

receive teaching.’ Upanishads
constitute Vedanta (Vedaanta),
end of Vedas.

• Upanishads represent spiritual
teachings and investigations
which are a common reference
point for all subsequent Indian
philosophy.

• Upanishadic tradition has its
roots in mystical experience
but it seeks rational and
intelligible expression and
invites testing of its
conclusions.

• The term Upanishada indicates
knowledge acquired by sitting
close to the teacher. They
consisted of discussions on
several problems such as the
creation of the universe, the
nature of God. The origin of
mankind etc. They are anti-
ritualistic and define the
doctrine of Karma (Action),
Atman (Soul) and Gad
(Brahma).

• They are spiritual and
philosophical in nature.They
are called the Vedanta or the
end of Vedas. They advocate J
nana Marga and are anti-
ritualistic in nature.

• There are 108 Upanishads.
Generally, the period from 800
to 500 BC is known as the
period of Upanishads.

• The Aitareya and Kaushitaki
Upanishads belong to Rig Veda.

• Chhandogya and Kena
Upanishad belong to Sama
Veda. Taittiriya. Katha and
Svetasvatara Upanishad belong
to the Krishna Yajur Veda.

• Brihadaranyaka and Isa belong
to the Shukla Yajur Veda.

• Prasna, Mundaka and
Mundukya belong to the
Atharva Veda.

AranyakasAranyakasAranyakasAranyakasAranyakas

• There were some sages

dwelling in the forests who
explained the Vedic scriptures
to their pupils in the form of
Aranyakas (Aranyaka means
belonging to the forest) and
they came to be known as
“forest texts”.

• They explain metaphysics and
symbolism of sacrifice.

• They are the forest books and
were taught in the forests due
to their magical powers.

• They form the concluding part
of Brahmanas.

BrahmanasBrahmanasBrahmanasBrahmanasBrahmanas

• The Brahmanas are the prose
commentaries on various Vedic
hymns. They explain the Vedas
in an orthodox way. They
explain the hidden meaning
behind the hymns They are
ritualistic by nature They are
expressive of the cause hetu).
etymology (nirvachana),
censure ninda). dount
(samshaya) and injunction
(vidhi).

VedangasVedangasVedangasVedangasVedangas

• In order to understand the
Vedic Literature, it was
necessary to learn-Vedangas or
the limbs of Vedas. These are
treatises on science and arts.
They are:

a. Shiksha (Phonetics)

b. Kalpa (Ritual)
c. Vyakarana (Grammar)

d. Chhand (Metrics)

e. Nirukta (Etymology)

f. Jyotisha (Astronomy)
• Yaska’s Nirukta (5th century BC)

is the oldest Indian linguistic
text.

• Panini wrote Ashtadhyayi (4th

Century BC) on Vyakaran,

UpvedasUpvedasUpvedasUpvedasUpvedas

• There were four Upvedas-
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• Ayurveda dealing with
medicine

• Dhanurveda dealing with the
art of the warfare

• Gandharvaveda dealing with
music

• Shilpaveda dealing with art and
Literature.

RIGVEDIC GODS
• The early Vedic religion was

naturalistic. Evidently, there
were neither temples nor idols.
The mode of prayer was
recitation of mantras. Sacrifice
was offered for Praja
(children). Pasu (cattle) and
Dhana (wealth) and not for
spiritual upliftment or misery.

The Sun GodThe Sun GodThe Sun GodThe Sun GodThe Sun God

• Surya Similar to that of the
Greek God Helios. Savitri The
famous Gayatri mantra is
addressed to Savitri. Pusan His
main function was that of
guarding of roads, herdsmen
and cattle. Vishnu A relatively
minor God at that time.

IndraIndraIndraIndraIndra

• He was the Aryan warlord and
also controlled the weather.
Has been called Purandhar or
destroyer of forts.

• He was the proverbial Rain God
(prajanya),responsible for
causing rainfall. 250 hymns are
attributed to India.

• He was associated with thunder
and storm and bore the
thunderbolt (Vajra), with which
he destroyed his He has been
addressed by various names -
Ratheshtha, Jitendra, Somapa,
Purandra, Vritrahan and
Maghayan.

VarunaVarunaVarunaVarunaVaruna

• He was the upholder of Rita or
cosmic order and whatever

happened in the world was
thought to be reflection of his
desire.As an administrator of
the cosmic law (Rita), he
regulated all activities in the
world. It is he who has spread
out the earth and set the sun in
motion.

• He is therefore called the world
sovereign and is also regarded
at the of human morality.

Agn iAgn iAgn iAgn iAgn i

• He was the intermediary
between Gods and men. He
consumed the sacrificial
offerings and carried them to
Gods. About 200 hymns on the
Rig Veda are attributed to Agni.
He dwelt in heaven in the form
of lightning. On earth he
existed in many forms.

YamaYamaYamaYamaYama

• A sort of Adam - The first man
to die, who became the
guardian of the world of dead.

SomaSomaSomaSomaSoma

• The God of plants. An
intoxicant drink was also
named Soma. The Soma
sacrifice was an important
Vedic rituals.

• He is the special God of
Brahamans, who referred to him
as their patron deity.

Other Gods

Vayu Wind God
Dyaus Father of Heaven
Aditi Mother of Surya
Pusan Morals Storm spirits
Gandharvas Divine musicians
Ashvins Healers of diseases

and experts in surgical
art

Ribhus Gnomes

Apsaras Mistresses of Gods.
Rudra An archer God, whose

arose brought disease

Female Deities

Usha Goddess of dawn.
Aditi Mother of Gods.
Prithivi Earth Goddess.
Aryani Forest Goddess
Saraswati The River deity.

Later Vedic ReligionLater Vedic ReligionLater Vedic ReligionLater Vedic ReligionLater Vedic Religion

• Towards the end of the Vedic
Age, a section of society began
to resent priestly domination.
The Upanishads criticised the
cult of rituals and sacrifices and
laid stress on Right Belief and
Right Knowledge.

• They emphasised that
knowledge of self (Atman)
should be acquired and
relation of Atman with Brahma
(God) should be properly
understood.

• Deeds of one life affected the
next. This gave the theory of
Karma.

Later Vedic GodsLater Vedic GodsLater Vedic GodsLater Vedic GodsLater Vedic Gods

• India and Varuna lost their
previous importance and
Prajapati attained the Supreme
position.

• Rudra and Vishnu became
more important than before.
Pushan became the God of
Shudras.

• Brahmin monopoly over divine
knowledge was established.
An elaborate system of Yajnas
developed. Among the
important ones were—
Rajasuya, Ashvamedha and
Vajapeya.

Important RitualsImportant RitualsImportant RitualsImportant RitualsImportant Rituals

• Rajasuya:Rajasuya:Rajasuya:Rajasuya:Rajasuya: The King’s influence
was strengthened by rituals. He
performed this sacrifice, which
was supposed to confer
supreme power on him.

• Asvamedha:Asvamedha:Asvamedha:Asvamedha:Asvamedha:  A King
performed the Asvamedha,
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which meant unquestioned
control over the area in which
the royal horse ran
uninterrupted. The ceremony
lasted for 3 days at the end of
which horse sacrifice was
performed.

• Vajapeya:Vajapeya:Vajapeya:Vajapeya:Vajapeya: A King performed
the Vajpeya or the chariot race,
in which the royal chariot was
made to win the race against
his kinsmen. The ritual lasted
for 17 days and was believed
not only to restore the strength
of the middle-aged king but
also to elevate him from the
position of Raja to that of
Samrat.

ASHRAMAS
• The ashrama system is found

mentioned for the first time in
the Aitareya Brahmana and
Chandogya Upanishad for the
first time and so belonged to
the later Vedic period for
regulating the life of the male
members of the higher casts.
Meant mainly for regulating the
life of the male members of the
higher castes, they consisted of
four stages:

 (i) Brahmacharya: Brahmacharya: Brahmacharya: Brahmacharya: Brahmacharya: In this
ashrama, after the investiture
with the sacred thread, a per-
son leads a celibate life as a
student at the home of his
teacher.

(ii) Grihastha: Grihastha: Grihastha: Grihastha: Grihastha: Having mastered
the Vedas or part of them. a
person returns to his parental
home, gets married and be-
comes a householder
(grihastha). Grihastha has
manifold duties broadly
marked out as (i) yajna (ii)
adhyayana, and (iii) dana and
has to release himself from
three debts: debt to Gods, by
yajna; to pitris (ancestors) by
offsprings; and to rishis
(teachers) by continuing

learning and leading a reli-
gious life.

(iii) Vanaprastha: Vanaprastha: Vanaprastha: Vanaprastha: Vanaprastha: When well
advanced in middle age and
a person has seen his grand-
children, he leaves home for
the forest to become a her-
mit. As a hermit he must not
have any possessions, abstain
from movement in rains, do-
ing from village to village for
the exclusive purpose of
begging. Wearing only loin-
cloth or old rags duly washed,
to cover nakedness, not stay-
ing in the same village for the
second night and not de-
stroying seeds for the pur-
pose of food. (e.g. by pound-
ing rice by a pestle) but de-
pending on cooked food if
given as alms.

(iv) Sanyas: Sanyas: Sanyas: Sanyas: Sanyas: In Sanyas by medi-
tation and penance one frees
his soul from material things,
leaves hermitage and be-
comes a homeless wanderer
and thus earthly ties are bro-
ken. This fourth ashrama is the
one when person abandons
truth and falsehood, pleasure
and pain, the Vedas, this
world and the next, seeks
only atman.

• Full recognition of the fourth
stage was done only in the
post-Vedic period. Society in
the Later Vedic Age came
became increasingly complex
and came to be divided into
four Varnas - Brahmanas,
Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras.

• BrahamanasBrahamanasBrahamanasBrahamanasBrahamanas: The growing
cult of sacrifice enormously
added to the power of
Brahmanas, who performed
various rituals and sacrifices for
their clients. In the beginning,
they were merely one of the
sixteen classes of priests, but
later on they overshadowed
others

• KshatriyasKshatriyasKshatriyasKshatriyasKshatriyas: They constituted

the warrior class. Majority of the
rulers belonged to this class.

• VaisyasVaisyasVaisyasVaisyasVaisyas: They were the
agriculturists, cattle-rearers,
traders, artisans and metal
workers, which formed the bulk
of population. In some texts,
the Kshatriyas are represented
as living on the tributes
collected from the Vaisyas.

• SudrasSudrasSudrasSudrasSudras: They were the lowest
in social hierarchy and were
meant to serve the upper three
varnas.

• The upper three varnas were
known as the Dvijas (twice
born).The upper three varnas
were entitledto ‘upanayana’ or
investiture with the sacred
thread.

• Certain sections of artisans such
as Rathakara or chariot-maker
enjoyed high status and were
entitled to the sacred thread
ceremony.

TYPES OF MARRIAGE
(i) Brahma:Brahma:Brahma:Brahma:Brahma: Marriage of a duly

dowered girl to a man of the
same class.

(ii) Daiva: Daiva: Daiva: Daiva: Daiva: The father gives a
daughter to a sacrificial priest
as a part of his fee.

(iii) Arsa: Arsa: Arsa: Arsa: Arsa: A token bride-price of a
cow and a bull is given in place
of the dowry.

(iv) Prajapatya: Prajapatya: Prajapatya: Prajapatya: Prajapatya: The father gives
the girl without dowry and
without demanding the bride-
price.

(v) Gandharva: Gandharva: Gandharva: Gandharva: Gandharva: Marriage by the
consent of the two parties (love
marriage).

(vi) Asura: Asura: Asura: Asura: Asura: Marriage in which the
bride was bought from her
father. It was looked down
upon with disfavour by all
sacred texts, though
Arthashastra allows it without
criticism.
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(vii) Rakshasa: Rakshasa: Rakshasa: Rakshasa: Rakshasa: Marriage by
capture, was practised
especially by warriors.

(viii Paishacha: Paishacha: Paishacha: Paishacha: Paishacha: Marriage by
seduction. Of these eight forms
the first four were generally
approved and were
permissible to Brahmans.

• Daiva marriage was considered
‘the ideal’. The other forms
were looked down upon with
varying degrees of disfavour.
Gandharva marriage. Which
often might amount to no more
than a liaison, was surprisingly
respected. A special form of
the Gandharva marriage was
the Swayamvara.

POTTERY
• Various types of pottery known:

(a) Black and Red ware

(b) Black Slipped ware

(c) Plain Grey ware
(d) Red ware

• Red ware was most
popular.However, the most
distinctive type of pottery was
Painted Grey Ware.

INDIAN PHILOSOPHY
• Indian Philosophy originated in

the speculations of Vedic
sages and reached its Zenith in
the Advaita Vedanta of
Sankara. In Indian Philosophy
there seems to be a general
agreement among all on the
following:
(i) The Ultimate, Enduring,

and Unitary Reality, in the
individual is Atman (self).

(ii) The pure Atman and
Brahma are one. An
individual would be right
in saying “I am Brahma “.

(iii) To realise the Atman one
has to give up all desires
for worldly and finite

objects, purify one’s
intellect, and live a
righteous life.

(iv) The Ultimate Reality in and
beyond the objective
world is called Brahma. It
is from Brahma that the
entire world originates: It
is in Brahma that it exists
and it is in Brahma that it
merges. Brahma is real,
infinite and blissful
consciousness.

• The Bhagavad Gita says one
should remain balanced both
in happiness and sorrow, in
profit and loss and in victory and
defeat. It tells that Atman is
indestructible, neither
weapons can pierce it nor fire
can burn it. Death is always that
of body and not of Atman
which takes another body as its
abode. The god incarnates
himself with a view to punish
the wicked and protect the
good people.

• One can attain moksha in three
ways- by acquiring highest
knowledge (janan), by
devotion to God (bhakti) and
by action, i.e. selfless,
performance of one’s duties
(karma) without caring for
reward.

• According to the doctrine of
karma, one’s present birth and
condition is determined by the
karma of his previous birth. Most
thinkers have said that by our
foresightedness and righteous
deeds in the present life we
can change these conditions.

SIX SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY

1. Vaisesika by Kanada1. Vaisesika by Kanada1. Vaisesika by Kanada1. Vaisesika by Kanada1. Vaisesika by Kanada

• The Vaisesika recognises the
Vedas as the final authority in
gaining true knowledge about

Man and the Universe.It tries to
distinguish between the
various kinds of ultimate things
and to classify all the objects
under five elements— Earth,
Water, Air, Fire and
Etherexisting in the form of
Atom, Time, Space, Minds and
Self.

• The creation of the world begin
when the atoms of these five
elements start to combine, and
when they disintegrate, the
world comes to an end.

2. Nyaya by Gautam2. Nyaya by Gautam2. Nyaya by Gautam2. Nyaya by Gautam2. Nyaya by Gautam

• The Nyaya system accepts all
the categories recognised by
the Vaisesika system and adds
one Abhava (negation). Nyaya
makes a detailed study of the
sources of knowledge
(pramana).

• According to Nyaya school
there are four pramanas, namely
perception (pratyaksha),
inference (anumana),
comparison (upamana) and
verbal testimony i.e. “words’
(sabda).

3. Sankhya by Kapil3. Sankhya by Kapil3. Sankhya by Kapil3. Sankhya by Kapil3. Sankhya by Kapil

• The Samkhya is the oldest of all
six systems of philosophy. It
teaches the existence of
twenty-five basic principles
(tattva). Of these twenty-five
tattvas, first is Prakriti i.e.
“matter”.The Samkhya system
believes that the evolution of
universe is not due to God but
due to the inherent nature of
the Prakriti.

• A very important feature of
Samkhya is the doctrine of
three qualities (guna). These
are virtue (Sattva), passion
(Rajas) and dullness
(Tamas).The Sattvaguna
represents the truth, wisdom,
beauty and goodness; the Rajas
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signifies fierceness, activeness,
violence, energy and; while the
Tamas is darkness, foolishness,
gloomy, unhappy etc.

4. Yoga by Patanjali4. Yoga by Patanjali4. Yoga by Patanjali4. Yoga by Patanjali4. Yoga by Patanjali

• According to yoga, the god is
not the creator but an exalted
soul which has existed all
through without ever having
merged with the matter. In this
system the self-control and self-
mortification is supreme. The
salvation in this system is by
practising the following eight
things:

(i) Yama (self-control):Yama (self-control):Yama (self-control):Yama (self-control):Yama (self-control):
yama means the practice of
five moral rules which are
truth, non-violence,
chastity, not stealing and
no greed.

(ii) Niyama (observance):Niyama (observance):Niyama (observance):Niyama (observance):Niyama (observance):
complete and regular
observance of five more
moral rules which are
purity, contentment,
austerity, study of Vedas
and devotion to God.

(iii) Asanas (postures):Asanas (postures):Asanas (postures):Asanas (postures):Asanas (postures):
sitting in certain
prescribed postures which
are an essential part of
yoga. These are known as
yogasanas. The most
famous is Padmasana in
which gods and sages are
commonly depicted.

(iv) Pranayama (control ofPranayama (control ofPranayama (control ofPranayama (control ofPranayama (control of
breath): breath): breath): breath): breath): the control of
breath at will is another
step in this doctrine. This
is considered to be of
great physical and spiritual
value.

(v) Pratyahara (restrain): Pratyahara (restrain): Pratyahara (restrain): Pratyahara (restrain): Pratyahara (restrain): in
which the sense organs are

trained in such a way that
they do not take notice of
their own perceptions and
feelings.

(vi) Dharana (steadyingDharana (steadyingDharana (steadyingDharana (steadyingDharana (steadying
the mind): the mind): the mind): the mind): the mind): concentrating
on a single object such as
tip of the nose or a sacred
symbol.

(vii) Dhyana (meditation):Dhyana (meditation):Dhyana (meditation):Dhyana (meditation):Dhyana (meditation):
by concentration the mind
can be filled only by that
object on which
concentration is being
made and completely
emptied of all other things.

(viii) Samadhi (deepSamadhi (deepSamadhi (deepSamadhi (deepSamadhi (deep
meditation): meditation): meditation): meditation): meditation): in which it
is only the soul which
remains and the whole
personality is temporarily
dissolved.

5. Purva Mimansa by Jaimini5. Purva Mimansa by Jaimini5. Purva Mimansa by Jaimini5. Purva Mimansa by Jaimini5. Purva Mimansa by Jaimini

• The Mimamsa system is a
philosophy of interpretation,
application and use of the texts
of the Sanhita and Brahniana
portions of Vedas.

• It recognises two paths of
salvation. One is concerned
with the karmakanda (ritualism)
and other with the jnanakanda
(pursuit of knowledge) of the
Vedas i.e. the Samhitas,
Brahmanas, and the
Upanishads respectively.

6. Uttar Mimansa (Vedanta)6. Uttar Mimansa (Vedanta)6. Uttar Mimansa (Vedanta)6. Uttar Mimansa (Vedanta)6. Uttar Mimansa (Vedanta)
BadrayanBadrayanBadrayanBadrayanBadrayan

• The ancient Indian thoughts on
philosophy reached its peak in
the philosophy of Vedanta.
Sankara’s commentaries on
Upanishads, Brahmasutra and
Bhagvada-Gita are important for
understanding the Vedanta
Philosophy. Sankara held that

all works teach the Ultimate
Reality i.e. Brahma is One.

• The Vedanta philosophy
expanded by Sankara is,
known as Advaita Vedanta.For
the purpose of carrying out the
work of creation, preservation
and destruction, God (Ishvera)
assumes three distinct names
and forms. namely, Brahma,
Vishnu and Rudra (also known
as Shiva or Mahesha).

• The doctrine clearly recognises
that the highest level of truth is
that the whole world and all the
exists is Maya-an illusion, a
dream, a mirage and is figment
of imagination. The only reality
is Brahma (the Universal Soul)
with which the individual soul
is identical. The salvation of the
individual soul is possible only
by merging it with Brahma.

• The six systems are usually
coupled in pairs. The second
system of each pair is more a
methodology than a
metaphysical school. They
are— Samkhya and Yoga,
Vaisesika and Nyaya & Vedanta
and Mimamsa.

Some OtherSome OtherSome OtherSome OtherSome Other

• Apart from these there were
some other philosophy
alsowhich wre the the result of
continuous quest by sages.The
important systems are Charvaka,
Jaina, Buddha, Aajivak,etc.

• The Charvaka system (also
called Lokayata) believes only
in materialism. Enjoyment of
pleasures are the only objects
in life. There is no life beyond
death, no heaven or hell, no
Law of karma’, and no rebirth.
The Charvaka - system does not
believe in soul, god or any other
life beyond the present one.
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OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS
1. The Rigvedic Bharatas were

settled in
(a) Saraswati valley
(b) Indus valley
(c) Ravi valley
(d) Yamuna valley

2. The Rigvedic Tritsus were settled
in
(a) West of Kabul river
(b) East of Ravi
(c) West of Yamuna
(d) None of the above

3. Which of the following pairs is/ are
correctly matched?
(a) The Family – Kula
(b) The Village – Grama
(c) The Clan –Vis
(d) All of the above

4. Which of the following arranged is
the correct ascending order (The
political structure of Rig vedic In-
dia)?
(a) Rashtra, Jana, Vis, Grama,

Kula
(b) Jana, Vis, Grama, Kula,

Rashtra
(c) Vis, Jana, Grama, Kula,

Rashtra
(d) Kula, Grama, Vis, Jana,

Rashtra
5. An aggregate of several families

made up the grama like, today and
its head man was called
(a) Mukhiya
(b) Gramini
(c) Pramukh
(d) King

6. Which of the following pairs is/ are
correctly matched?
(a) Purohita – Cheif priest
(b) Senani – Army Chief
(c) Gramini head of village
(d) All of the above

7. Which of the following assemblies
was a more select body of the el-
ders or nobles?
(a) Sabha
(b) Samiti
(c) Vidatha
(d) None of the above

8. The Rig Vedic society comprised
four varnas. This classification of/
society was based on:
(a) Birth
(b) Occupation of individuals
(c) Harappan Society
(d) None of the above

9. There were rules which governed
the debate in Sabha, Which of the
following texts mention that err-
ing members were rebuked?
(a) Aitareya Brahmana
(b) Kathopanisad
(c) Vajsaneyi Samhita
(d) Maitrayani Samhita

10. Which of the following
organisations choose the king and
in another it with draws that choice
for the kings misdeeds and tyr-
anny?
(a) Vidatha
(b) Gana
(c) Samiti
(d) None of the above

11. Which of the following pairs is/ are
correctly matched!
(a) Suta - Charioteer
(b) Sangrahitri - Treasurer
(c) Bhagadugha - Collector of

taxes
(d) All of the above

12. (In the later Vedic age) killing of
cow, slaying of Brahmana, drink-
ing, intoxicating liquor etc. were
punishable by
(a) Wealth
(b) Slavery
(c) Death
(d) None of the above

13. In which of the following texts we
find that rigidity in terms of jati is
coming up?
(a) Satapatha Brahmana
(b) Mundaka Upanishad
(c) Vajsaneyi Samhita
(d) Aitareya Brahmana

14. A person says:
I am a singer
my father is physician
my mother is a grinder of corn

having various occupations; is
taken from

(a) The Rig Veda
(b) The Sama Veda
(c) The Yajur Veda
(d) The Atharva Veda

15. Which one of the following state-
ments is not correct (in Vedic so-
ciety)?
(a) There are few references to

the freedom of choice in
marriage

(b) A widow could marry the
younger brother of her
deceased ‘husband

(c) Child marriage was in vogue
(d) The father’s property was

inherited by his son
16. The Vedas prescribe a penalty of

death or expulsion from the king-
dom to those who kill or injure
(a) Buffaloes
(b) Dogs
(c) Goats (d) Cows

17. The term ‘aghanya’ was used (in
vedic age) for:
(a) Men (b) Cow
(c) Horse (d) Dog

18. The economic life of the Rig Vedic
people centered around
(a) Agriculture
(b) Cattle rearing
(c) Trade and commerce
(d) All of the above

19. The grains were collectively called
in the Vedic economy
(a) Yava
(b) Bhukti
(c) Dhanya
(d) Both (a) and (c)

20. Which of the following metals
came to be known as lohit ayas
and shyam ayas respectively?
(a) Copper and Gold
(b) Gold and Iron
(c) Silver and Gold
(d) Copper and Iron

21. Which of the following statements
is not correct?
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(a) The trade and traders
(vanik) were known in the
Rigvedic period

(b) Barter was in vogue
(c) Money lending was not

known
(d) The sea is mentioned in the

context of trade and ocean
wealth

22. The Vedic gods Prithivi, Agni,
Soma, Brihaspati and rivers belong
to group
(a) Intermediate (antariksha-

sthana)
(b) Terrestrial (prithivisthana)
(c) Celestial (dyusthana)
(d) None of the above

23. Which one of the following gods
was revered as the messenger be-
tween the earth and the heaven?
(a) Soma (b) Varuna
(c) Agni (d) Surya

24. Which one of the following Gods
is the only God who is regarded as
present among all the categories
of Gods?
(a) Surya (b) Savitri
(b) Mitra (d) Agni

25. The Rig Veda also mentions of busi-
ness and mercantile people to
whom it calls vanik and panis re-
spectively and refers to the Vedic
people such as
(a) Bharat and Purus
(b) Purus and Sibis
(c) Vishanins and Yadus
(d) Yadus and Turvasa

26. We find the mention of lohit ayas
and syam ayas meaning copper
and iron respectively in the
(a) Rig Veda
(b) Sama Veda
(c) Atharva Veda
(d) Yajur Veda

27. Which of the following literature
is/are attached to one or the other
of the four Vedas?
(a) The Brahmanas
(b) The Aranyakas
(c) The Upanishadas
(d) All of the above

28. Arrange the following literatures in

a chronological order:
(1) The Vedas
(2) The Upanishadas
(3) The Aranyakas
(4) The Brahmanas
Select the correct answer
(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4
(b) 2, 1, 3 and 4
(c) 3, 1, 2 and 4
(d) 1, 4, 3 and 2

29. Which of the following literature
are called apaurusheya and nitya?
(a) The Puranas
(b) The Brahmanas
(b) The Vedas
(d) None of the above

30. Which of the following Vedic gods
are mentioned in the Boghuzkoi
inscription (1400 B.C.)?
(a) Agni, Indra, Mitra and

Nasatya
(b) Mitra, Nasatya, Varuna and

Yama
(c) Nasatya, Varuna, Yama and

Agni
(d) Indra. Mitra, Nasatya and

Varuna
31. Which of the following inscriptions

record a treaty between the Hittite
and the Mitanni kings? ;
(a) The Mathura inscription
(b) The Varanasi inscription
(c) The Boghazkoi inscription
(d) None of the above

32. The Rig Vedic geography covers
present day

(a) Western Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana

(b) Punjab and Rajasthan
(c) Gujarat and the whole of

Pakistan
(d) All of the above

33. The battle of ten kings was fought
on the bank of
(a) Satudri (Sutluj)
(b) Chenab (Asikni)
(c) Jhelum (Vitesta)
(d) Parushni (Ravi)

34. Which of the following aspects is
elaborated in the Brahmanas?
(a) Ritualistic aspect

(b) Philosophical aspect
(c) Scientific aspect
(d) None of the above

35. The two oldest and most impor-
tant of the Upanishads are:
(a) Katha and Isa
(b) Mundaka and Prasna
(c) Chhandogya and Brihad-

aranyaka
(d) None of the above

36. During the period (later Vedic) rep-
resented by the later Samhitas and
Brahmanas, the settlements covred
virtually:

(a) The whole of southern India
(b) The whole of eastern India
(c) The whole of western India
(d) The whole of northern India

37. The episode of how Videsh
Madhav migratd forn Saraswati
region, the land of vedic culture,
crossed Sadanira, occurs in
(a) Aitareya Brahmana
(b) Brihadaranyaka upanishad
(c) Satapatha Brahmana
(d) Kathopanisad

38. Which of the following books tes-
tify the growth of three kingdoms
namely, Koshalam Kashi and
Videha.
(a) Kathopanisad
(b) Satapatha Brahmana
(c) Aitareya Brahmana
(d) None of the above

39. Which of the following
organisations functioned as a par-
liament for disposal of public busi-
ness by debate and discussion?
(a) Gana
(b) Vidatha
(c) Sabha
(d) None of the above

40. Members of Sabha were called:
(a) Sabheya
(b) Sabhasad
(c) Sabhasina
(d) All of the above

41. The growth of economic prosper-
ity is indicated in many prayers
contained in the
(a) Rig Veda
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(b) Sama Veda
(c) Yajur Veda
(d) Atharva Veda

42. The whole universe is unreal, i.e.
Maya. The only reality is Brahma
with which the individual soul is
identical. This philosophy is asso-
ciated with
(a) Vaisesika
(b) Mimamsa
(c) Vedanta
(d) Samkhya

43. One of the great sages who dif-
fered with Sankara was
(a) Charvaka
(b) Kapila
(c) Ramanuja
(d) Gautam

44. Which of the following texts enu-
merate various operations of agri-
culture such as ploughing, sowing,
reaping and threshing?
(a) Aitareya Brahmana
(b) Satapatha Brahmana
(c) Maitrayni Samhita
(d) Athar Veda

45. Cattle wealth was considered to
be of great significance and a fairly
long hymn in the text is devoted
to them. Which of the following
texts show reverence to cow and
death penalty is prescribed for
cow-killing?
(a) Narad Smiriti
(b) Vayu Purana
(c) Atharva Veda
(d) Vajsaneyi Samhita

46. Bali, which was earlier only a vol-
untary gift to chief. In which of the
following periods did it become a
regular tax and was collected to

maintain the political and admin-
istrative structure?
(a) Rigvedic period
(b) Later Vedic period
(c) Sutra period
(d) Maurya period

47. Education began with the
upanayana ceremony which was
considered as second birth of the
child and that is why after this cer-
emony he came to be known as
(a) Brahmana
(b) Kshatriya
(c) Nisakarman (d) Dviya

48. Which of the following pairs is/ are
correctly matched?
(a) Janaka - Videha
(b) Pravahana Jaivali Panchala
(c) Asvapati Kai Keya - Kashi 1
(d) All of the above

49. Which of the following texts men-
tion such subjects as the study of
Vedas. Mathematics, Mineralpogy,
Logic, Ethics, military science,
etc.?
(a) Yajur Veda
(b) Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
(c) Kathopanisad
(d) Chhandogya Upanishad

50. Which of the following text say one
should remain balanced both in
happiness and sorrow, it tells that
atma is indestructible neither weap-
ons can pierce it nor fire can burn
it :
(a) The Upanishadas
(b) The Ramayana
(c) The Brahmanas
(d) The Bhagavad-Gita

51. By which of the following ways can
one attain ‘Moksha’?

(a) Acquiring highest
knowledge, (Janan)

(b) Devotion to God (Bhakti)
(c) Action, i.e. selfless

performance of one’s duties
(Karma)

(d) All of the above
52. Which of the following systems of

philosophy try to distinguish be-
tween the various kinds of ulti-
mate things and to classify all the
objects under five elements earth,
water, air, fire and ether-existing
in the form of atom?
(a) Yoga (b) Samkhya
(c) Vaisesika(d) Nyaya

53. According to which of the follow-
ing systems of philosophy there
are four pramanas, namely per-
ception (paratyaksha), inference
(anuman), comparison (upamana)
and verbal testimony i.e. words
(sabda):
(a) Samkhya(b) Nyaya
(c) Vedanta(d) Mimamsa

54. (As in Jainism) which of the fol-
lowing systems of philosophy be-
lieve that there are infinite number
of souls and purusa is not depen-
dents on prakriti is which depends
on purusa?
(a) Mimamsa(b) Nyaya
(c) Vaisesika(d) Samkhya

55. The salvation is attained by prac-
tising the eight things like, yama,
niyama, asanas, pranayama,
pratyahara, dharana, dhyana and
samadhihis is. According to
(a) Vedanta(b) Nayaya
(c) Yoga (d) Mimamsa

ANSWERS
1. (c) 2. (b) 3. (d) 4. (d) 5. (b) 6. (d) 7. (a) 8. (b) 9. (c) 10. (c)

11. (d) 12. (c) 13. (d) 14. (a) 15. (c) 16. (d) 17. (b) 18. (b) 19. (d) 20. (d)
21. (c) 22. (b) 23. (c) 24. (d) 25. (d) 26. (c) 27. (d) 28. (d) 29. (c) 30. (d)
31. (c) 32. (d) 33. (d) 34. (a) 35. (c) 36. (d) 37. (c) 38. (b) 39. (c) 40. (d)
41. (d) 42. (c) 43. (c) 44. (b) 45. (c) 46. (b) 47. (d) 48. (d) 49. (d) 50. (d)
51. (d) 52. (c) 53. (b) 54. (d) 55. (c) 56. (d) 57. (d)
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1. The Partition of Bengal made
by Lord Curzon in 1905 lasted
until

(a) The First World War when
Indian  troops were
needed by the British and
the partition was ended

(b) King George V abrogated
Curzon’s Act at the Royal
Durbar in Delhi in 1911

(c) Gandhiji launched his Civil
Disobedience Movement

(d) The Partition of India is 1947
when East Bengal became
East Pakistan

2. The 1929 Session of Indian Na-
tional Congress is of signifi-
cance in the history of the Free-
dom Movement because the

(a) Attainment of Self-
Government was declared
as the objective of the
Congress

(b) Attainment of Poorna Swaraj
was adopted as the goal of
the Congress

(c) N o n - C o o p e r a t i o n
Movement was launched

(d) Decision to participate in
the Round Table
Conference in London was
taken

3. With reference to the famous
Sattriya dance, consider the
following statements:
1. Sattriya is a combination of

music, dance and drama.
2. It is a centuries – old living

tradition of Vaishnavites of
Assam.

3. It is based on classical Ragas
and Talas of devotional
songs composed by
Tulsidas, Kabir and Mirabai.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

4. Chaitra 1 of the national calen-
dar based on the Saka Era cor-
responds to which one of the
following dates of the
Gregorian calendar in a normal
year of 365 days?

(a) 22nd March (or 21st March)
(b) 15th May (or 16th May)
(c) 31st March (or 30th March)
(d) 21st April (or 20th April)

5. With reference to the Indian
history of art and culture, con-
sider the following pairs: Fa-
mous work of Site Sculpture
1. A grand image : Ajanta of

Buddha’s Mahaparinirvana
With numerous celestial
musicians above and the
sorrowful figures of his
followers below

2. A huge image of : Mount
Abu Varaha Avatar (boar
Incarnation) of Vishnu, as he
rescues Goddess Earth from
the deep and chaotic
waters sculpted on rock

3. “Arjuna’s Penance”/ :
Mamallapuram “Descent of
Ganga” sculpted on the
surface of huge boulders
Which of the pairs given
above is/are correctly
matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

6. The Ghadr (Ghadar) was a
(a) revolutionary association of

Indians with headquarters at
San Francisco

(b) nationalist organization

operating from Singapore
(c) militant organization with

headquarters at Berlin
(d) communist movement for

India’s freedom with
headquarters at Tashkent

7. With reference to India’s cul-
ture and tradition, what is
‘Kalaripayattu’?  

(a) It is an ancient Bhakti cult of
Shaivism still prevalent in
some parts of South India

(b) It is an ancient style bronze
and brasswork still found in
southern part of
Coromandel area

(c) It is an ancient form of
dancedrama and a living
tradition in the northern part
of Malabar

(d) It is an ancient martial art and
a living tradition in some
parts of South India

8. Consider the following pairs:
1. Garba : Gujarat
2. Mohiniattam : Odisha
3. Yakshagana : Karnataka

Which of the pairs given
above is/are correctly
matched?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

9. With reference to Buddhist his-
tory, tradition and culture in
India, consider the following
pairs: Famous shrine Location
1. Tabo monastery : Spiti Valley

and temple complex
2. Lhotsava Lhakhang : Zanskar

Valley temple, Nako
3. Alchi temple : Ladakh

complex
Which of the pairs given
above is/are correctly
matched?
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(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

10. Consider the following state-
ments:
1. ‘Bijak’ is a composition of the

teachings of Saint Dadu
Dayal.

2. The Philosophy of Pushti
Marg was propounded by
Madhvacharya.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

11. A community of people called
Manganiyars is well-known for
their

(a) martial arts in North-East
India

(b) musical tradition in North-
West India

(c) classical vocal music in
South India

(d) pietra dura tradition in
Central India

12. What was/were the object/ob-
jects of Queen Victoria’s Proc-
lamation (1858)?
1. To disclaim any intention to

annex Indian States
2. To place the Indian

administration under the
British Crown

3. To regulate East India
Company’s trade with India
Select the correct answer
using the code given below

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

13. Ibadat Khana at Fatehpur Sikri
was

(a) the mosque for the use of
Royal Family

(b) Akbar’s private prayer
chamber

(c) the hall in which Akbar held
discussions with scholars of
various religions

(d) the room in which the
nobles belonging to
different religions gathered
to discuss religious affairs.

14. In the context of food and nu-
tritional security of India, en-
hancing the ‘Seed Replace-
ment Rates’ of various crops
helps in achieving the food
production targets of the fu-
ture. But what is/are the con-
straint/ constraints in its wider/
greater implementation?
1. There is no National Seeds

Policy in place.
2. There is no participation of

private sector seed
companies in the supply of
quality seeds of vegetables
and planting materials of
horticultural crops.

3. There is a demand-supply
gap regarding quality seeds
in case of low value and high
volume crops.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) None

15. With reference to ‘Eco-Sensi-
tive Zones’, which of the follow-
ing statements is/are correct?
1. Eco-Sensitive Zones are the

areas that are declared
under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972.

2. The purpose of the
declaration of Eco-Sensitive
Zones is to prohibit all kinds
of human activities in those
zones except agriculture. 
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

16. Consider the following state-
ments:
1. Animal Welfare Board of

India is established under
the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986.

2. National Tiger Conservation
Authority is a statutory body.

3. National Ganga River Basin
Authority is chaired by the
Prime Minister.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

17. Consider the following pairs:
Vitamin Deficiency disease
1. Vitamin C : Scurvy
2. Vitamin D : Rickets
3. Vitamin E : Night blindness

Which of the pairs given
above is/are correctly
matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None

18. There is some concern regard-
ing the nanoparticles of some
chemical elements that are
used by the industry in the
manufacture of various prod-
ucts. Why?
1. They can accumulate in the

environment, and
contaminate water and soil.

2. They can enter the food
chains.

3. They can trigger the
production of free radicals.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

19. Which of the following organi-
zations brings out the publica-
tion known as ‘World Economic
Outlook’ ?
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(a) The International Monetary
Fund

(b) The United Nations
Development Programme

(c) The World Economic Forum
(d) The World Bank

20. With reference to Union Bud-
get, which of the following is/
are covered under Non-Plan
Expenditure?
1. Defence expenditure
2. Interest payments
3. Salaries and pensions
4. Subsidies

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4
(d) None

21. Which of the following have
coral reefs?
1. Andaman and Nicobar

Islands
2. Gulf of Kachchh
3. Gulf of Mannar
4. Sunderbans

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

22. In India, the problem of soil
erosion is associated with
which of the following?
1. Terrace cultivation
2. Deforestation
3. Tropical Climate

Select the correct answer
using the code given below

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

23. The Seasonal reversal of winds
is the typical characteristic of

(a) Equatorial climate
(b) Mediterranean climate
(c) Monsoon climate
(d) All of the above climates

24. With reference to the cultural
history of India, the term
‘Panchayatan’ refers to

(a) an assembly of village elders
(b) a religious sect
(c) a style of temple

construction
(d) an administrative

functionary
25. Consider the following rivers:

1. Barak
2. Lohit
3. Subansiri

Which of the above flows /
flow through Arunachal
Pradesh?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

26. Consider the following Pairs :
Wetlands Confluence of rivers
1. Harike Wetlands :

Confluence of Beas and
Satluj/Sutlej

2. Keoladeo Ghana :
Confluence of National Park
Banas and Chambal

3. Kolleru Lake : Confluence of
Musi and Krishna
Which of the above pairs is/
are correctly matched?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 1, 2 and 3

27. Which one of the following
pairs does not form part of the
six systems of Indian Philoso-
phy?

(a) Mimamsa and Vedanta
(b) Nyaya and Vaisheshika
(c) Lokayata and Kapalika
(d) Sankhya and Yoga

28. Consider the following Pairs : 
Hills Region
1. Cardamom Hills :

Coromandel Coast
2. Kaimur Hills : Konkan Coast
3. Mahadeo Hills : Central India
4. Mikir Hills : North-East India

Which of the above pairs is/
are correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 3 and 4
(d) 2 and 4

29. Which one of the following
Schedules of the Constitution
of India contains provisions re-
garding anti-defection?

(a) Second Schedule
(b) Fifth Schedule
(c) Eighth Schedule
(d) Tenth Schedule

30. The most important strategy for
the conservation of
biodiversity together with tra-
ditional human life is the estab-
lishment of

(a) biosphere reserves
(b) botanical gardens
(c) national parks
(d) wildlife sanctuaries

31. Turkey is located between
(a)  Black Sea and Caspian Sea
(b) Black Sea and

Mediterranean Sea
(c) Gulf of Suez and

Mediterranean Sea
(d) Gulf of Aqaba and Dead Sea

32. What is the correct sequence
of occurrence of the following
cities in South-East Asia as one
proceeds from south to north?
1. Bangkok
2.  Hanoi
3. Jakarta
4. Singapore

Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 4 – 2 – 1 – 3
(b) 3 – 2 – 4 – 1
(c) 3 – 4 – 1 – 2
(d) 4 – 3 – 2 - 1

33.  The scientific view is that the
increase in global temperature
should not exceed 2°C above
pre-industrial level. If the glo-
bal temperature increases be-
yond 3°C above the pre-indus-
trial level, what can be its pos-
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sible impact/impacts on the
world?
1. Terrestrial biosphere tends

toward a net carbon source
2. Widespread coral mortality

will occur
3. All the global wetlands will

permanently disappear.
4. Cultivation of cereals will not

be possible anywhere in the
world
Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

34. The national motto of India,
Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed
below the Emblem of India is
taken from

(a) Katha Upanishad
(b) Chandogya Upanishad
(c) Aitareya Upanishad
(d) Mundaka Upanishad

35. In the constitution of India,
promotionof international
peace and security is included
in the

(a) Preamble to the Constitution
(b) Directive Principles of State

Policy
(c) Fundamental Duties
(d) Ninth Schedule

36. What are the benefits of imple-
menting the Integrated Water-
shed Development
Programme?
1. Prevention of soil runoff
2. Linking the country’s

perennial rivers with
seasonal rivers

3. Rainwater harvesting and
recharge of groundwater
table.

4. Regeneration of natural
vegetation.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below
:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

37. Which of the following are as-
sociated with ‘Planning’ in In-
dia?
1. The Finance Commission
2. The National Development

Council
3. The Union Ministry of Rural

Development
4. The Union Ministry of Urban

Development.
5. The Parliament

Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 5 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c)  2 and 5 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5

38. Which of the following is/are
the function/functions of the
Cabinet Secretariat?
1. Preparation of agenda for

Cabinet Meetings.
2. Secretarial assistance to

Cabinet Committees
3. Allocation of financial

resources to the Ministries.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

39. Consider the following state-
ments: A Constitutional Gov-
ernment is one which
1. places effective restrictions

on individual liberty in the
interest of State Authority

2. places effective restrictions
on the Authority of the State
in the interest of individual
liberty.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

40.  Which of the following are the
discretionary powers given to
the Governor of a State?
1. Sending a report to the

President of India for
imposing the President’s
rule.

2. Appointing the Ministers
3. Reserving certain bills

passed by the State
Legislature for consideration
of the President of India

4. Making the rules to conduct
the business of the State
Government.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

41. In medieval India, the designa-
tions ‘Mahattara’ and ‘Pattakila’
were used for

(a) military officers
(b) village headmen
(c) specialists in vedic rituals
(d) chiefs of craft guilds

42. Lichens, which are capable of
initiating ecological succession
even on a bare rock, are actu-
ally a symbiotic association of

(a) algae and bacteria
(b) algae and fungi
(c) bacteria and fungi
(d) fungi and mosses

43. If you travel through the
Himalayas, you are likely to see
which of the following plants
naturally growing there?
1. Oak
2. Rhododendron
3. Sandalwood

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

44. Which of the following are
some important pollutants re-
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leased by steel industry in In-
dia?
1. Oxides of sulphur
2. Oxides of nitrogen
3. Carbon monoxide
4. Carbon dioxide

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1, 3 and 4 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

45. Which of the following King-
doms were associated with the
life of the Buddha?
1. Avanti
2. Gandhara
3. Kosala
4. Magadha

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2 and 4
(c) 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4

46. Every year, a month long eco-
logically important campaign /
festival is held during which
certain communities / tribes
plant saplings of fruit-bearing
trees. Which of the following
are such communities / tribes?

(a) Bhutia and Lepcha
(b) Gond and Korku
(c) Irula and Toda
(d) Sahariya and Agariya

47.  The sales tax you pay while
purchasing a toothpaste is a

(a) tax imposed by the Central
Government

(b) tax imposed by the Central
Government but collected
by the State Government

(c) tax imposed by the State
Government but collected
by the Central Government

(d) tax imposed and collected
by the State Government

48. What does venture capital
mean?

(a) A short-term capital

provided to industries
(b) A long-term start-up capital

provided to new
entrepreneurs

(c) Funds provided to
industries at times of
incurring losses

(d) Funds provided for
replacement and renovation
of industries.

49. The main objective of the 12th
Five- Year Plan is

(a) inclusive growth and
poverty reduction.

(b) inclusive and sustainable
growth

(c) sustainable and inclusive
growth to reduce
unemployment

(d) faster, sustainable and more
inclusive growth.

50. With reference to Balance of
Payments, which of the follow-
ing constitutes / constitute the
Current Account?
1. Balance of trade
2. Foreign assets
3. Balance of invisibles
4. Special Drawing Rights

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 1, 2 and 4

51. The terms ‘Marginal Standing
Facility Rate’ and ‘Net Demand
and Time Liabilities’, some-
times appearing in news, are
used in relation to

(a) banking operations
(b) communication networking
(c)  military strategies
(d) supply and demand of

agricultural products
52. What is/are the facility/facilities

the beneficiaries can get from
the services of Business Corre-
spondent (Bank Saathi) in
branchless areas?
1. It enables the beneficiaries

to draw their subsidies and
social security benefits in
their villages.

2. It enables the beneficiaries
in the rural areas to make
deposits and withdrawals.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

53. In the context of Indian
economy, which of the follow-
ing is/are the purpose/pur-
poses of ‘Statutory Reserve Re-
quirements’?
1. To enable the Central Bank

to control the amount of
advances the banks can
create

2. To make the people’s
deposits with banks safe and
liquid.

3. To prevent the commercial
banks from making
excessive profits.

4. To force the banks to have
sufficient vault cash to meet
their day-to-day
requirements
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

54.  Recently, a series of uprisings
of people referred to as ‘Arab
Spring’ originally started from

(a) Egypt
(b) Lebanon
(c) Syria
(d) Tunisia

55. Consider the following coun-
tries:
1. Denmark
2. Japan
3. Russian Federation
4. United Kingdom
5. United States of America
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Which of the above are the
members of the ‘Arctic
Council’?

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1, 4 and 5
(d) 1, 3 and 5

56. Consider the following pairs:
Region often Country in news
1. Chechnya : Russian

Federation
2. Darfur : Mali
3. Swat Valley : Iraq

Which of the above pairs is /
are correctly matched ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

57.  With reference to Agni – IV
Missile, which of the following
statements is / are correct ?
1. It is a surface-to-surface

missile.
2. It is fuelled by liquid

propellant only.
3. It can deliver one-tonne

nuclear warheads about
7500 km away.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

58. With reference to two
nonconventional energy
sources called ‘coalbed meth-
ane’ and ‘shale gas’, consider
the following statements :
1. Coalbed methane is the

pure methane gas extracted
from coal seams, while shale
gas is a mixture of propane
and butane only that can be
extracted from fine-grained
sedimentary rocks.

2. In India, abundant coalbed
methane sources exist, but
so far no shale gas sources
have been found.‘

Which of the statements
given above is/ are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

59. With reference to ‘Changpa’
community of India, consider
the following statements :
1. They live mainly in the State

of Uttarakhand.
2. They rear the Pashmina

goats that yield a fine wool.
3. They are kept in the

category of Scheduled
Tribes.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only

60. In India, cluster bean (Guar)
istraditionally used as a veg-
etable or animal feed, but re-
cently the cultivation of this has
assumed significance.
Which one of the following
statements is correct in this con-
text ?

(a) The oil extracted from seeds
is used in the manufacture
of biodegradable plastics

(b) The gun made from its seeds
is used in the extraction of
shale gas

(c) The leaf extract of this plant
has the properties of anti-
histamines

(d) It is a source of high quality
biodiesel

61. If the interest rate is decreased
in an economy, it will

(a) decrease the consumption
expenditure in the
economy

(b) increase the tax collection
of the Government

(c) increase the investment
expenditure in the
economy

(d) increase the total savings in
the economy

62. Consider the following state-
ments :
1. The President shall make

rules for the more
convenient transaction of
the business of the
Government of India, and for
the allocation among
Ministers of the said
business.

2. All executive actions of the
Government of India shall be
expressed to be taken in the
name of the Prime Minister.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

63. Consider the following state-
ments regarding a No-Confi-
dence Motion in India :
1. There is no mention of a No-

Confidence Motion in the
Constitution of India.

2. A Motion of No-Confidence
can be introduced in the Lok
Sabha only.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

64. With reference to Need tree,
consider the following state-
ments :
1. Neem oil can be used as a

pesticide to control the
proliferation of some
species of insects and mites.

2. Neem seeds are used in the
manufacture of biofuels and
hospital detergents.

3. Neem oil has applications in
pharmaceutical industry.
Which of the statements
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given above is / are correct
?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

65. Which one of the following is
the process involved in photo-
synthesis ?

(a) Potential energy is released
to form free energy

(b) Free energy is converted
into potential energy and
stored

(c) Food is oxidized to release
carbon dioxide and water

(d) Oxygen is taken, and
carbon dioxide and water
vapour are given out

66. In addition to fingerprint scan-
ning, which of the following
can be used in the biometric
identification of a person ?
1. Iris scanning
2. Retinal scanning
3. Voice recognition

Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only

67. Which of the following state-
ments is / are correct regarding
vegetative propagation of
plants ?
1.  Vegetative propagation

products clonal population.
2. Vegetative propagation

helps in eliminating the virus.
3. Vegetative propagation can

be practiced most of the
year.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

68. Which of the following pairs is/

are correctly matched ? Space-
craft Purpose
1. Cassini –Huygens Orbiting

the: Venus and transmitting
data to the Earth

2. Messenger: Mapping and
investigating the Mercury

3. Voyager 1 and 2: Exploring
the outer solar system
Select the correct answer
using thecode given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

69. Consider the following pairs :
Region Well-known for the pro-
duction of
1.  Kinnaur : Area nut
2. Mewat : Mango
3. Coromandel : Soya bean

Which of the above pairs is/
are correctly matched ?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only (c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None

70. Which of the following is/are
the example /examples of
chemical change ?
1. Crystallization of sodium

chloride.
2.  Melting of ice
3. Sourcing of milk

Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None

71. The power of the Supreme
Court of India to decide dis-
putes between the Centre and
the States falls under its

(a) advisory jurisdiction
(b) appellate jurisdiction
(c) original jurisdiction
(d) writ jurisdiction

72. Consider the following tech-
niques / phenomena:
1. Budding and grafting in fruit

plants

2. Cytoplasmic male sterility
3. Gene silencing

Which of the above is/are
used to create transgenic
crops ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) None

73. Consider the following state-
ments :
1. Maize can be used for the

production of starch.
2. Oil extracted from maize

can be a feedstock for
biodiesel.

3. Alcoholic beverages can be
produced by using maize.
Which of the statements
given above is / are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

74. Among the following organ-
isms, which one does not be-
long to the class of other three?

(a) Crab (b) Mite
(c) Scorpion
(d) Spider

75. The power to increase the
number of judges in the Su-
preme Court of India is vested
in

(a) the President of India
(b) the Parliament
(c) the Chief Justice of India
(d) the Law Commission

76. Consider the following towns
of India :
1. Bhadrachalam
2. Chanderi
3. Kancheepuram
4. Karnal

Which of the above are
famous for the production of
traditional sarees/fabric?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) 1, 3 and 4
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77. Consider the following pairs :
National Cities Highway Con-
nected
1. NH 4: Chennai and

Hyderabad
2. NH 6: Mumbai and Kolkata
3. NH 15: Ahmedabad and

Jodhpur
Which of the above pairs is/
are correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None

78. Consider the following interna-
tional agreements :
1. The International Treaty on

Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture.

2. The United Nations
Convention to Combat
Desertification.

3. The World Heritage
Convention.
Which of the above has/
have a bearing on the
biodiversity?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

79. Consider the following state-
ments regarding ‘Earth Hour’ :
1. It is an initiative of UNEP and

UNESCO.
2. It is a movement in which

the participants switch off
the lights for one hour on a
certain day every year.

3. It is a movement to raise the
awareness about the
climate change and the
need to save the planet.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)  1, 2 and 3

80. Which one of the following is
the correct sequence of a food
chain\

(a) Diatoms-Crustaceans-
Herrings.

(b) Crustaceans-Diatoms-
Herrings.

(c) D i a t o m s - H e r r i n g s -
Crustaceans.

(d) Crustaceans-Herr ings-
Diatoms.

81. What are the significances of
apractical approach to sugar-
cane production known as ‘Sus-
tainable Sugarcane Initiative’ ?
1. Seed cost is very low in this

compared to the
conventional method of
cultivation.

2. Drip irrigation can be
practiced very effectively in
this.

3. There is no application of
c h e m i c a l / i n o r g a n i c
fertilizers at all in this.

4. The scope for
intercropping is more in this
compared to the
conventional method of
cultivation.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

82. If a wetland of international im-
portance is brought under the
‘Montreux Record’, what does
it imply?

(a) Changes in ecological
character have occurred,
are occurring or are likely to
occur in the wetland as a
result of human
interference.

(b) The country in which the
wetland is located should
enact a law to prohibit any
human activity within five
kilometers from the edge of
the wetland.

(c) The survival of the wetland
depends on the cultural

practices and traditions of
certain communities living in
its vicinity and therefore the
cultural diversity therein
should not be destroyed.

(d) It is given the status of ‘World
Heritage Site’.

83. Which one of the following
pairs of islands is separated
from each other by the ‘Ten
Degree Channel’ ?

(a) Andaman and Nicobar.
(b) Nicobar and Sumatra
(c) Maldives and Lakshadweep
(d) Sumatra and Java

84. Consider the following pairs :
Programme/Project Ministry
1. Drought-Prone : Minsitry of

Area Programme Agriculture
2. Desert Development :

Minsitry of Programme
Environment and Forests

3. National Watershed :
Minsitry of Development
Project Rural for Rainfed
Areas Development
Which of the above pairs is/
are correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only (c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None

85. With reference to Bombay Natu-
ral History Society (BNHS),
consider the following state-
ments :
1. It is an autonomous

organization under the
Ministry of Environment and
Forests.

2. It strives to conserve nature
through action based
research, education and
public awareness.

3. It organizes and conducts
nature trails and camps for
the general public.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 only (c)  2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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86. With reference to ‘Global Envi-
ronment Facility’,

Which of the following
statements is/are correct?

(a) It serves as financial
mechanism for ‘Convention
on Biological Diversity’ and
‘United Nations Framework
Convention on Cliamte
Change’.

(b) It undertakes scientific
research on environmental
issues at global level.

(c) It is an agency under OECD
to facilitate the transfer of
technology and funds to
underdeveloped countries
with specific aim to protect
their environment.

(d)  Both (a) and (b).
87. With reference to technologies

for solar power production,
consider the following state-
ments :
1. ‘Photovoltaics’ is a

technology that generates
electricity by direct
conservation of light into
electricity, while ‘Solar
Thermal’ is a technology that
utilizes the Suns’s rays to
generate heat which is
further used in electricity
generation process.

2. Photovoltaics generates
Alternating Current (AC),
while Solar Thermal
generates Direct Current
(DC).

3. India has manufacturing
base for Solar Thermal
technology, but not for
Photovoltaics.
Which of the statements
given aboveis/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d)  None

88. Consider the following lan-
guages :

1. Gujarati
2. Kannada
3. Telugu

Which of the above has/
have been declared as
‘Classical  Language/
Languages’ by the
Government?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c)  2 and 3 only
(d)  1, 2 and 3

89. Consider the following pairs :
1. Dampa Tiger : Mizoram

Reserve
2. Gumti Wildlife : Sikkim

Sanctuary
3. Saramati Peak : Nagaland

Which of the above pairs is/
are correctly matched?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

90. With reference to a conserva-
tion organization called ‘Wet-
lands International’, which of
the following statements is/are
correct?
1. It is an intergovernmental

organization formed by the
countries which are
signatories to Ramsar
Convention.

2. It works at the field level to
develop and mobilize
knowledge, and use the
practical experience to
advocate for better
policies. 
Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

91. With reference to a grouping
of countries known as BRICS,
consider the following state-
ments :
1. The First Summit of BRICS

was held in Rio De Janeiro
in 2009.

2. South Africa was the last to
join the BRICS grouping.
Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

92. Consider the following dis-
eases:
1.  Diphtheria
2. Chickenpox
3. Smallpox

Which of the above diseases
has/ havebeen eradicated in
India?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b)  3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None

93. Which of the following phe-
nomena might have influenced
the evolution of organisms?
1. Continental drift
2. Glacial cycles

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

94. Other than poaching, what are
the possible reasons for the
decline in the population of
Ganges River Dolphins?
1. Construction of dams and

barrages on rivers.
2. Increase in the population

of crocodiles in rivers.
3. Getting trapped in fishing

nets accidentally.
4. Use of synthetic fertilizers

and other agricultural
chemicals in crop-fields in
the vicinity of rivers.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b)  2 and 3 only
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(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

95. The Radcliffe Committee was
appointed to

(a) solve the problem of
minorities in India

(b) give effect to the
Independence Bill

(c) delimit the boundaries
between India and Pakistan

(d) enquire into the riots in East
Bengal

96. Brominated flame retardants
are used in many household
products like mattresses and
upholstery. Why is there some
concern about their use?
1. They are highly resistant to

degradation in the
environment.

2. They are able to accumulate
in humans and animals.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

97. Consider the following :
1. Bats 2. Bears
3. Rodents

The phenomenon of
hibernation can be
observed in which of the
above kinds of animals?

(a)  1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) Hibernation cannot be

observed in any of the
above.

98. Which one of the following is
the largest Committee of the
Parliament?

(a) The Committee on Public
Accounts

(b) The Committee on
Estimates

(c) The Committee on Public
Undertakings

(d) The Committee on Petitions
99. Which of the following adds/

add carbon dioxide to the car-
bon cycle on the planet Earth?
1. Volcanic action
2. Respiration
3.  Photosynthesis
4.  Decay of organic matter

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b)  2 only (c) 1, 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

100. If you walk through country-
side, you are likely to see some
birds stalking alongside the
cattle to seize the insects dis-
turbed by their movement
through grasses. Which of the
following is / are such bird/
birds?
1. Painted Stork
2. Common Myna
3. Black-necked Crane

Select the correct answer
using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 (d) 3 only
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