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On June 2014, a significant
event took place in the Constitutional
history of India. Telangana became
the 29th state of the Indian Union. It
consists of the ten north-western
districts of Andhra Pradesh, with
Hyderabad as its capital. As of now,
Hyderabad will serve as the joint
capital for Andhra Pradesh as well as
Telangana for a period of 10 years.

The birth story of the Telangana
is itself ridden with conflicts and
struggles, which incorporate in itself
a number of dimensions, ranging from
the issues of rights to economic
exclusion. The dynamics that were
involved in the creation of the state is
bound to have a bearing on the
politcs of both- the center and the
state.

However, the genesis of the
Telangana movement lies deep into
the history of the region itself.

Background: HistoricalBackground: HistoricalBackground: HistoricalBackground: HistoricalBackground: Historical
Evolution of the TelanganaEvolution of the TelanganaEvolution of the TelanganaEvolution of the TelanganaEvolution of the Telangana
MovementMovementMovementMovementMovement

The Telangana region was
merged with Andhra state, while
formation of the state of Andhra

Pradesh. However, there have been
some communist-led peasant revolts
in the Telangana region since 1946.

After the 1952 elections, Dr.
Burgula Ramakrishna Rao was elected
as the Chief Minister of the Hyderabad
State. However, some sections of the
Telangana region started to protest
against the outsider-bucreaucrats,
and demanded to implement the
‘Mulki-rules ’, that is, ‘local jobs for
locals only’. This mulki movement was
mainly spearheaded by the student
community, against the outsiders.

The State Reorganization
Commission (SRC) of 1953
recommended reorganization of the
state on linguistic lines. As a result of
the political pressures,  the
commission recommended
disintegration of Hyderabad state,
and favored merging of the Marathi-
speaking regions with Bombay state,
and Kannada-speaking regions with
Madras stae.

The Commission did not favor
an immediate merger of the
Telangana region with Andhra state,
despite of the common language, as
the political opinion in Telangana had

not crystallized in favor of the merger.
The main concerns of the Telangana
region were that- economically,
Telangana was not much developed,
as compared to the Andhra region.
However, Telangana constituted a
tax-rich region. Thus, there were
concerns in the Telangana region that
the funds of the state would be
diverted for the use of Andhra.

Further, it was feared that the
funds of the major development
projects would not benefit Telangana
region in any substantial way.
Similarly, people feared that the
people of Andhra would eat away
the resources and job opportunities
of the Telangana region, putting the
latter in the disadvantaged position.

The Commission had then
proposed for the constitution of
Telangana as a separate state, with a
provision for unification with Andhra
state, only after the 1961 general
elections. However, this could not
happen, as Andhra and Telangana
region mere merged. The Andhra
state assembly passed a resolution,
on November 25, 1955, to provide
safeguards to Telangana region. But,
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there always existed a suspicion over
the effectiveness of such safeguards.

A strong lobby of Andhra
Congress leaders and Central
leadership of Congress pressed for
an agreement between the
Telangana leaders and Andhra
leaders, on February 20, 1956, to
merge Telangana and Andhra with
promises to safeguard Telangana’s
interest. This was referred to as the
‘Gentlemen’s AgreementGentlemen’s AgreementGentlemen’s AgreementGentlemen’s AgreementGentlemen’s Agreement’. The
agreement followed the formation of
the state of Andhra Pradesh itself.
Thus, the recommendations of the
States’ Reorganization Commission
(SRC) were overlooked and
Telangana was merged into Andhra
Pradesh without taking the consent
of the Andhra Assembly.

Jawaharlal Nehru was initially
skeptical of the merger of Telangana
with Andhra State. He compared the
merger to a matrimonial alliance
having “provisions for divorce”.
However, following the Gentlemen’s
agreement, the Central Government
established a unified Andhra
Pradesh, on November 1, 1956. The
agreement provided reassurances to
Telangana in terms of power-sharing
as well as administrative domicile
rules and distribution of expenses of
various regions.

However, in 1969 agitation
started after students felt betrayed
by the provisions of interest
safeguard. In a series of violent
protests, about 369 students were
killed in police firing.

Main DemandsMain DemandsMain DemandsMain DemandsMain Demands

Telangana is the largest of the
three regions of Andhra Pradesh,
covering about 41.47% of its total
area. It is inhabited by 40.54% of the
state’s population, and contributes
about 76% of the state’s revenues.

Proponents of the separate
Telangana state cite the perceived
injustices in the distribution of water,
budget allocation, and jobs. Many

activists argue that the benefits of
irrigation through the canal system
under major irrigation projects is
accuring substantially to the Coastal
Andhra region, while the share of
Telangana is significantly low, despite
the fact that the a substantial part of
the catchment area of the major rivers
fall in the Telangana region.

In the field of education,
funding for Telangana is substantially
low, as compared to the other parts
of Andhra Pradesh. Budget
allocations to Telangana region has
been generally less than 1/3rd of the
total Andhra Pradesh budget. Also,
there have been frequent complaints
of funds misappropriation and lack
of fund spending.

In terms of employment, the
representation of the people of
Telangana has been abysmally low,
with only 20% of the total government
employees coming from Telangana.
As per Srikrishna Committee on
Telangana, Telangana held the
position of CM for 10.5 years while
Seema-Andhra region held it for 42
years.

Proponents of Telangana state
feel that the agreements, plans and
assurances from the legislature and
Lok Sabha over the last 5 odd
decades have not been honored, and
as a result Telangana has remained
neglected, exploited and backward.
They argue that the experiment to
remain as one state has proven to be
a futile exercise and that separation
is the best solution.

Telangana Movement History:Telangana Movement History:Telangana Movement History:Telangana Movement History:Telangana Movement History:
In BriefIn BriefIn BriefIn BriefIn Brief

1952: 1952: 1952: 1952: 1952: First elections held in
Hyderabad State.

Nov 1, 1956: Nov 1, 1956: Nov 1, 1956: Nov 1, 1956: Nov 1, 1956: Telangana
merged with Andhra State, which
was carved out of Madras State, to
form Andhra Pradesh, a united state
for Telugu-speaking people.

1969: 1969: 1969: 1969: 1969: ‘Jai Telangana’
movement for separate statehood

to Telangana began. Over 300
people killed in police firing.

1972: 1972: 1972: 1972: 1972: ‘Jai Andhra’ movement
began in coastal Andhra for
separate Andhra State.

1975:1975:1975:1975:1975:  Presidential order
issued to implement Six Point
Formula, providing some
safeguards to Telangana.

1997: 1997: 1997: 1997: 1997: BJP supported
demand for Telangana state; in 1998
election, it promised ‘one vote two
states’.

2001:2001:2001:2001:2001: K Chandrasekhara Rao
floated Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) to revive Telangana
movement.

2004: 2004: 2004: 2004: 2004: TRS fought elections
in alliance with Congress, wins five
Lok Sabha and 26 assembly seats.
UPA includes Telangana issue in
common minimum programme.

2008: 2008: 2008: 2008: 2008: TDP announced
support for Telangana demand.

2009:2009:2009:2009:2009:  TRS contested
elections in alliance with TDP but
its tally came down to two Lok
Sabha and 10 assembly seats.

Sep 2:Sep 2:Sep 2:Sep 2:Sep 2: Chief minister Y S
Rajasekhara Reddy died in
helicopter crash, triggering political
uncertainty.

Oct 2009: Oct 2009: Oct 2009: Oct 2009: Oct 2009: Chandrasekhara
Rao began fast-unto-death for
Telangana state.

Dec 9: Dec 9: Dec 9: Dec 9: Dec 9: Centre announced
decision to initiate the process for
formation of Telangana state.Dec
23: Following protests in
Rayalaseema and Andhra regions
(Seemandhra) and en mass
resignations of MPs and state
legislators, centre put the process
on hold citing need for consensus.

Feb 3, 2010: Feb 3, 2010: Feb 3, 2010: Feb 3, 2010: Feb 3, 2010: Centre set up
five-member Srikrishna committee
to look into Telangana issue.

Dec 2010:Dec 2010:Dec 2010:Dec 2010:Dec 2010:  Srikrishna
committee submitted its report,
suggested six options

July 30, 2013: July 30, 2013: July 30, 2013: July 30, 2013: July 30, 2013: UPA
coordination panel and Congress
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Working Committee decided to
carve out Telangana state. Protests
in Seemandhra.

Oct 3, 2013:Oct 3, 2013:Oct 3, 2013:Oct 3, 2013:Oct 3, 2013: Union cabinet
approved the proposal to divide
Andhra Pradesh. A Group of
Ministers (GoM) was constituted to
prepare the roadmap after
consultations with all stakeholders.

Oct 25, 2013:Oct 25, 2013:Oct 25, 2013:Oct 25, 2013:Oct 25, 2013: Chief minister
N Kiran Kumar Reddy raised banner
of revolt against Congress
leadership. He wrote letters to
president and prime minister
urging them to stop bifurcation
process.

Dec 5, 2013:Dec 5, 2013:Dec 5, 2013:Dec 5, 2013:Dec 5, 2013: Union cabinet
approved draft Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Bill 2013 prepared
on the basis of recommendations
by the GoM. Bill sent to President
Pranab Mukherjee with a request to
make a reference to Andhra
Pradesh legislature to obtain its
views under Article 3 of the
Constitution.

Dec 9: Dec 9: Dec 9: Dec 9: Dec 9: The President gave
time till Jan 23 to the state
legislature to give its views.

Dec 12, 2013:Dec 12, 2013:Dec 12, 2013:Dec 12, 2013:Dec 12, 2013:  Bill brought
to Hyderabad in a special aircraft
and amid tight security.

Dec 16, 2013: Dec 16, 2013: Dec 16, 2013: Dec 16, 2013: Dec 16, 2013: Bill
introduced in both houses of state
legislature amid clashes between
Seemandhra and Telangana
lawmakers.

Jan 8, 2014: Jan 8, 2014: Jan 8, 2014: Jan 8, 2014: Jan 8, 2014: After
disruptions for several days, debate
finally began on the bill in assembly
and council.

Jan 21, 2014:Jan 21, 2014:Jan 21, 2014:Jan 21, 2014:Jan 21, 2014:  State
government sought four more
weeks to debate the bill. The
President gave one week.

Jan 27, 2014:Jan 27, 2014:Jan 27, 2014:Jan 27, 2014:Jan 27, 2014: Chief minister
Kiran Kumar Reddy gave notice to
assembly speaker for a resolution
to reject the bill.

Jan 30, 2014: Jan 30, 2014: Jan 30, 2014: Jan 30, 2014: Jan 30, 2014: Amid ruckus,
both houses of state legislature
passed by a voice vote official

resolutions, rejecting the bill and
appealing to the President not to
send the bill to parliament.

Feb 5, 2014:Feb 5, 2014:Feb 5, 2014:Feb 5, 2014:Feb 5, 2014: Chief minister
staged sit-in in Delhi to oppose
bifurcation.

Feb 7, 2014:Feb 7, 2014:Feb 7, 2014:Feb 7, 2014:Feb 7, 2014:  Union cabinet
cleared the bill and rejected
Seemandhra leaders’ demand to
make Hyderabad a union territory.
Bill sent to the President for his
approval to table it in parliament.

Feb 11, 2013:Feb 11, 2013:Feb 11, 2013:Feb 11, 2013:Feb 11, 2013: Congress
expelled six MPs from Seemandhra
for moving no-confidence motion
against government.

Feb 13, 2014:Feb 13, 2014:Feb 13, 2014:Feb 13, 2014:Feb 13, 2014:  Bill
introduced in Lok Sabha amid
clashes between MPs from
Seemandhra and Telangana. L
Rajagopal, a MP from Seemandhra,
used pepper spray in the house.
Speaker suspended 16 MPs
including Rajagopal for rest of the
session.

Feb 18, 2014:Feb 18, 2014:Feb 18, 2014:Feb 18, 2014:Feb 18, 2014:  Lok Sabha
passes Telangana bill.

Feb 21, 2014:Feb 21, 2014:Feb 21, 2014:Feb 21, 2014:Feb 21, 2014:  Rajya Sabha
approves Telangana Bill.

Major DevelopmentsMajor DevelopmentsMajor DevelopmentsMajor DevelopmentsMajor Developments

The Telangana movement,
though persisted, revived in the
recent months. The increasing
intensity of the movement led to
radical shifts in the party politics and
political alignments of the state.

However, the rising pressure
from different sections led to the
initiation of the process of legislation
to create the Telangana state.

With the UPA government
supporting the formation of the
Telangana, there were many ups and
downs in the Andhra polity. In an
interesting turn of events, the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Assembly passed
the motion to reject the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganization Bill, 2013.
However, the resolution did not had
any substantive impact on the
process of bifurcation of the state, as

the will of the state legislature is not
binding on the Union Parliament.
Thus, the bill failed to restrain the
bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh,
except creating political
controversies over the state
assembly’s role in reformation of
states.

The Union Cabinet cleared the
Telangana Bill in February 2014,
clearing its path for the introduction
in the Parliament.

Opposing the overall demand
of bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh, the
Seemandhra leaders have been
demanding that Hyderabad be made
a Union territory. The Seemandhra
leaders were firm on their decision
to oppose the bifurcation of state.
This also proved to be a big loss for
the Congress, in terms of electoral
support. Seemandhra ministers also
demanded to include the districts of
Kurnool and Anantapur in Telangana,
but the demand was rejected.

Finally, President Pranab
Mukherjee gave nod to the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganization Bill, 2013,
paving the way for its introduction in
the Rajya Sabha.

Salient Features of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganization Bill were-·

• Hyderabad as the common
capital, with Andhra Pradesh
Governor as the Governor for
both Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana.

• The Centre will setup an apex
council for the supervision of
Krishna and Godavari rivers on
water sharing.

• 25 Lok Sabha seats to be
allocated to residuary Andhra
Pradesh and 17 Lok Sabha
seats to Telangana.

• Residuary Andhra Pradesh
would get 175 Legislative
Assembly seats and Telangana
119.

• Existing admission quotoas in
all government or private,
aided or unaided institutions
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of higher, technical and
medical education shall
continue for 10 years.

• The Polavaram Irrigation
Project will be declared as a
national project and the Center
will take its control.

• The High court of Hyderabad
will be common for the states
till a separate High Court is
instituted for residuary Andhra
Pradesh.

• Any dispute, regarding
financial assets and liabilities
shall be settled through mutual
agreement, or by the Center’s
order on the advice of the
CAG.

• All properties situated outside
existing Andhra Pradesh will
be apportioned between the
two states proportionally.·
Greyhound and Octopus
forces of the existing Andhra
Pradesh will be distributed
after seeking opinions from the
personnel.

• The award made by the 13th

Finance Commission to the
existing state of Andhra
Pradesh will be apportioned
between the two by the
Centre on the basis of
population and other factors.

Creation of TelanganaCreation of TelanganaCreation of TelanganaCreation of TelanganaCreation of Telangana

On February 19, 2014 the Lok
Sabha approved, amid protests, the
contentious bill for the creation of
Telangana, after BJP lend its support
to the government. Within 2 days, on
February 21, 2014 Rajya Sabha also
gave its approval to the Telangana Bill,
with BJP’s support.

With this, Telangana became the
29th  state of the Indian Union.
However, Union Cabinet
recommended the imposition of the
President’s rule in Andhra Pradesh,
while keeping the state Assembly in
suspended animation. The decision
was taken after Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Shri Kiran Kumar Reddy

resigned and quit the Congress in
protest against the decision to
bifurcate the state.

Telangana Present FormTelangana Present FormTelangana Present FormTelangana Present FormTelangana Present Form

On June 2, 2014, Telangana
became the 29th state of India. It
consists of the ten north-western
districts of Andhra Pradesh, and has
Hyderabad as its capital. The city of
Hyderabad will continue to serve as
the joint capital capital for Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana for a period
of 10 years.

The new Telangana state is
bordered by the states of Andhra
Pradesh to the south and east, and
Maharashtra to the north and north-
west, Karnataka to the west, and

Chattisgarh to the north-east. The
approximate territory of the
Telangana state cover an area of
about 114.840 square kilometers, and
a population of about 35,286,757
(according to 2011 census).

Hyderabad, Warangal,
Nizamabad, Karimnagar and
Ranagundam constitute the major
cities of the Telangana state.

The first Chief Minister of the
Telangana state is Shri K.
Chandrashekar Rao. Rao has played
an important role in the political
movement to create Telangana. He is
also the President of the Telangana
Rashtriya Samiti, which he formed in
April 2001, to further the Telangana
movement.

Other Ministers of the Rao government of Telangana are:Other Ministers of the Rao government of Telangana are:Other Ministers of the Rao government of Telangana are:Other Ministers of the Rao government of Telangana are:Other Ministers of the Rao government of Telangana are:

Department/Off iceDepartment/Off iceDepartment/Off iceDepartment/Off iceDepartment/Off ice MinisterMinisterMinisterMinisterMinister

Deputy Chief Minister,

Medical & Health T. Rajaiah

Home,Prisons,

Fire Services,
Sainik Welfare,
Labour & Employment. Naini Narshimha Reddy
Finance & Planning,
Small Savings,
State Lotteries, Consumer Affairs,
Legal Metrology,
Civil Supllies. Etela Rajendra
Agriculture,Horticulture,
Sericulture,
Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries,Dairy Development Corp.,
Seeds Corporation. Pocharam Srinivas Reddy
Irrigation,
Mining & Geology,
Marketing
& Legislative Affairs T. Harish Rao
Excise & Prohibition. T. Padma Rao Goud
Transport. P. Mahender Reddy
Panchayat Raj
Information Technology K. T. Rama Rao
Forest & Environment. Jogu Ramanna

Education. G.Jagadish Reddy

Nikhil GuptaNikhil GuptaNikhil GuptaNikhil GuptaNikhil Gupta
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With the world facing the
possibility of an energy crisis, efforts
have been made everywhere to
evolve the mechanism to resolve the
issues related to the energy crisis. The
United States of America (USA),
today, is one of the most advanced
countries of the world. The major
thrust of the US economic growth
relies on the energy sources.
However, with crisis in the Middle
East and growing concerns over the
environmental issues, the Obama
administration has tried to arrive at an
effective plan to serve it’s growing
energy needs.

The energy policy of the
Obama administration, stated on the
website of U.S. President Barack
Obama, lists the guiding principles
of the administration regarding
energy and the environment. It
include creating new “clean energy”
jobs and technologies, making
America more energy independent,
and reducing carbon emissions.

Major Provisions of theMajor Provisions of theMajor Provisions of theMajor Provisions of theMajor Provisions of the
Energy PolicyEnergy PolicyEnergy PolicyEnergy PolicyEnergy Policy

Provide Short-term Relief toProvide Short-term Relief toProvide Short-term Relief toProvide Short-term Relief toProvide Short-term Relief to
American FamiliesAmerican FamiliesAmerican FamiliesAmerican FamiliesAmerican Families

Enact a Windfall Profits TaxEnact a Windfall Profits TaxEnact a Windfall Profits TaxEnact a Windfall Profits TaxEnact a Windfall Profits Tax
to Provide a $1,000 Emergencyto Provide a $1,000 Emergencyto Provide a $1,000 Emergencyto Provide a $1,000 Emergencyto Provide a $1,000 Emergency
Energy Rebate to AmericanEnergy Rebate to AmericanEnergy Rebate to AmericanEnergy Rebate to AmericanEnergy Rebate to American
Families: Families: Families: Families: Families: Obama and Biden will
enact a windfall profits tax on
excessive oil company profits to give
American families an immediate
$1,000 emergency energy rebate to
help families pay rising bills. This relief
would be a down payment on the
Obama-Biden long-term plan to
provide middle-class families with at
least $1,000 per year in permanent
tax relief.

Crack Down on ExcessiveCrack Down on ExcessiveCrack Down on ExcessiveCrack Down on ExcessiveCrack Down on Excessive
Energy Speculation:Energy Speculation:Energy Speculation:Energy Speculation:Energy Speculation: Barack
Obama and Joe Biden will close
energy industry market loopholes and
increase transparency to prevent
traders from unfairly lining their
pockets, while driving up oil prices
at the expense of the American
people.

Swap Oil from the StrategicSwap Oil from the StrategicSwap Oil from the StrategicSwap Oil from the StrategicSwap Oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve to CutPetroleum Reserve to CutPetroleum Reserve to CutPetroleum Reserve to CutPetroleum Reserve to Cut
Prices: Prices: Prices: Prices: Prices: With oil prices doubling in
the past year, Barack Obama and Joe
Biden believe we have an economic
emergency that requires a limited,
responsible swap of light oil from the

Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) for
heavy crude oil to help bring down
prices at the pump.

Eliminate  Current ImportsEliminate  Current ImportsEliminate  Current ImportsEliminate  Current ImportsEliminate  Current Imports
from the Middle East andfrom the Middle East andfrom the Middle East andfrom the Middle East andfrom the Middle East and
Venezuela within 10 YearsVenezuela within 10 YearsVenezuela within 10 YearsVenezuela within 10 YearsVenezuela within 10 Years

Increase Fuel EconomyIncrease Fuel EconomyIncrease Fuel EconomyIncrease Fuel EconomyIncrease Fuel Economy
Standards: Standards: Standards: Standards: Standards: Obama and Biden will
increase fuel economy standards 4
percent per year while providing $4
billion for domestic automakers to
retool their manufacturing facilities in
America to produce these vehicles.

Get 1 Million Plug-In HybridGet 1 Million Plug-In HybridGet 1 Million Plug-In HybridGet 1 Million Plug-In HybridGet 1 Million Plug-In Hybrid
Cars on the Road by 2015: Cars on the Road by 2015: Cars on the Road by 2015: Cars on the Road by 2015: Cars on the Road by 2015: These
vehicles can get up to 150 miles per
gallon. Barack Obama and Joe Biden
believe we should work to ensure
these cars are built here in America,
instead of factories overseas.

Create a New $7,000 TaxCreate a New $7,000 TaxCreate a New $7,000 TaxCreate a New $7,000 TaxCreate a New $7,000 Tax
Credit for PurchasingCredit for PurchasingCredit for PurchasingCredit for PurchasingCredit for Purchasing
Advanced Vehicles.Advanced Vehicles.Advanced Vehicles.Advanced Vehicles.Advanced Vehicles.

Establish a National LowEstablish a National LowEstablish a National LowEstablish a National LowEstablish a National Low
Carbon Fuel Standard: Carbon Fuel Standard: Carbon Fuel Standard: Carbon Fuel Standard: Carbon Fuel Standard: Obama
and Biden will establish a National
Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) to
reduce the carbon in our fuels 10

ENERGY POLICY OF THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION
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percent by 2020. Obama and Biden
will also require 60 billion gallons of
advanced biofuels to be phased into
our fuel supply by 2030.

A “Use it or Lose It”A “Use it or Lose It”A “Use it or Lose It”A “Use it or Lose It”A “Use it or Lose It”
Approach to Existing Oil andApproach to Existing Oil andApproach to Existing Oil andApproach to Existing Oil andApproach to Existing Oil and
Gas Leases:Gas Leases:Gas Leases:Gas Leases:Gas Leases: Obama and Biden will
require oil companies to develop the
68 million acres of land (over 40
million of which are offshore) which
they have already leased and are not
drilling on.

Promote the ResponsiblePromote the ResponsiblePromote the ResponsiblePromote the ResponsiblePromote the Responsible
Domestic Production of Oil andDomestic Production of Oil andDomestic Production of Oil andDomestic Production of Oil andDomestic Production of Oil and
Natural Gas:Natural Gas:Natural Gas:Natural Gas:Natural Gas:  An Obama-Biden
administration will establish a process
for early identification of any
infrastructure obstacles/shortages or
possible federal permitting process
delays to drilling in the Bakken Shale
formation, the Barnett shale formation,
and the National Petroleum Reserve-
Alaska.

Create Millions ofCreate Millions ofCreate Millions ofCreate Millions ofCreate Millions of
New Green JobsNew Green JobsNew Green JobsNew Green JobsNew Green Jobs

Ensure 10 percent of Our
Electricity Comes from Renewable
Sources by 2012, and 25 percent by
2025.

Deploy the Cheapest,Deploy the Cheapest,Deploy the Cheapest,Deploy the Cheapest,Deploy the Cheapest,
Cleanest, Fastest EnergyCleanest, Fastest EnergyCleanest, Fastest EnergyCleanest, Fastest EnergyCleanest, Fastest Energy
Source — Energy Efficiency:Source — Energy Efficiency:Source — Energy Efficiency:Source — Energy Efficiency:Source — Energy Efficiency:
Obama and Biden will set an
aggressive energy efficiency goal —
to reduce electricity demand 15
percent from projected levels by
2020.

Weatherize One MillionWeatherize One MillionWeatherize One MillionWeatherize One MillionWeatherize One Million
Homes Annually:Homes Annually:Homes Annually:Homes Annually:Homes Annually:  Obama and
Biden will make a national
commitment to weatherize at least
one million low-income homes each
year for the next decade, which can
reduce energy usage across the
economy and help moderate energy
prices for all.

Develop and Deploy CleanDevelop and Deploy CleanDevelop and Deploy CleanDevelop and Deploy CleanDevelop and Deploy Clean
Coal Technology:Coal Technology:Coal Technology:Coal Technology:Coal Technology:  Obama’s
Department of Energy will enter into
public private partnerships to
develop five “first-of-a-kind”

commercial scale coal-fired plants
with clean carbon capture and
sequestration technology.

Prioritize the ConstructionPrioritize the ConstructionPrioritize the ConstructionPrioritize the ConstructionPrioritize the Construction
of the Alaska Natural Gasof the Alaska Natural Gasof the Alaska Natural Gasof the Alaska Natural Gasof the Alaska Natural Gas
Pipeline:Pipeline:Pipeline:Pipeline:Pipeline: As president, Obama will
work with stakeholders to facilitate
construction of the pipeline. Not only
is this pipeline critical to our energy
security, it will create thousands of
new jobs.

Reduce our Greenhouse GasReduce our Greenhouse GasReduce our Greenhouse GasReduce our Greenhouse GasReduce our Greenhouse Gas
Emissions 80 Percent by 2050Emissions 80 Percent by 2050Emissions 80 Percent by 2050Emissions 80 Percent by 2050Emissions 80 Percent by 2050

Implement an economy-Implement an economy-Implement an economy-Implement an economy-Implement an economy-
wide cap-and-trade program towide cap-and-trade program towide cap-and-trade program towide cap-and-trade program towide cap-and-trade program to
reduce greenhouse gasreduce greenhouse gasreduce greenhouse gasreduce greenhouse gasreduce greenhouse gas
emissions 80 percent by 2050:emissions 80 percent by 2050:emissions 80 percent by 2050:emissions 80 percent by 2050:emissions 80 percent by 2050:
The Obama-Biden cap-and-trade
policy will require all pollution credits
to be auctioned, and proceeds will
go to investments in a clean energy
future, habitat protections, and
rebates and other transition relief for
families.

Make the U.S. a Leader onMake the U.S. a Leader onMake the U.S. a Leader onMake the U.S. a Leader onMake the U.S. a Leader on
Climate Change:Climate Change:Climate Change:Climate Change:Climate Change:  Obama and
Biden will re-engage with the U.N.
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC) — the main
international forum dedicated to
addressing the climate problem. They
will also create a Global Energy
Forum of the world’s largest emitters
to focus exclusively on global energy
and environmental issues.

EnergyEnergyEnergyEnergyEnergy  Plan Overview Plan Overview Plan Overview Plan Overview Plan Overview

Safe and ResponsibleSafe and ResponsibleSafe and ResponsibleSafe and ResponsibleSafe and Responsible
Domestic Oil and GasDomestic Oil and GasDomestic Oil and GasDomestic Oil and GasDomestic Oil and Gas
ProductionProductionProductionProductionProduction

In 2010, in response to the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the
Gulf of Mexico, the Obama
administration launched the most
aggressive and comprehensive
reforms to offshore oil and gas
regulation and oversight in U.S. history
and put in place new safeguards to
protect the environment. These
measures help to ensure that our
nation can continue to safely and
responsibly develop offshore energy
resources.

Carbon Capture andCarbon Capture andCarbon Capture andCarbon Capture andCarbon Capture and
Sequestration TechnologiesSequestration TechnologiesSequestration TechnologiesSequestration TechnologiesSequestration Technologies

Continued progress in reducing
pollution to improve public health
and the environment can be
accomplished while supplying the
reliable, affordable power needed
for economic growth and advancing
cleaner energy technologies such as
carbon capture and sequestration
(CCS). CCS is technologically feasible
for implementation at new coal-fired
power plants, and its core
components — carbon dioxide
capture, compression, transportation,
and storage — have been
implemented successfully at
commercial scale.

As part of the President’s
Climate Action Plan, the U.S. has
invested several billions of dollars
into the research and development
of CCS technologies, including those
aiming to develop innovative,
second-generation technologies that
will help improve the efficiency and
drive down the costs of carbon
capture processes for new and
existing coal-fired power plants.

Advancing Clean EnergyAdvancing Clean EnergyAdvancing Clean EnergyAdvancing Clean EnergyAdvancing Clean Energy
President Obama has also taken

an all-in approach to innovation that
starts with a strong commitment to
basic and applied energy. That is why
this Administration has made the
largest investment in clean energy in
American history and has launched
several initiatives to advance clean
energy deployment. Since President
Obama took office, the U.S. has
increased solar electricity generation
by more than ten-fold, and tripled
electricity production from wind
power.

Building on the progress of the
first term, this Administration
continues to take new action to drive
clean, American-made energy.
Through initiatives such as public-
private partnerships and renewable
energy projects on public lands, we
are on track to meet our goals of
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installing 100 megawatts of
renewable capacity across federally
subsidized housing by 2020,
permitting 10 gigawatts of renewable
projects on public lands by 2020,
deploying 3 gigawatts of renewable
energy on military installations by
2025, and doubling wind and solar
electricity generation in the United
States by 2025.

The President called on
Congress to make the renewable
energy Production Tax Credit
permanent and refundable, which
will provide incentive and certainty
for investments in new clean energy.
Instead of continuing century-old
subsidies to oil companies, the
President believes that we need to
invest in the energy of the future.

And we’ve seen progress: Only
four years ago, President Obama
announced SunShot — a goal to
make solar energy cost-competitive
with traditional energy sources by the
end of the decade. Today, U.S. solar
is more than 60 percent of the way
there. The cost of geothermal and
advanced biofuels is also dropping,
and since 2008, the cost of
manufacturing advanced electric
vehicle batteries has dropped by

more than 65 percent. Additionally,
in May 2014, the Obama
administration launched a process for
securing commitments from the
public and private sectors  to cut
energy waste and deploy more
renewable energy.

Advancing Energy EfficiencyAdvancing Energy EfficiencyAdvancing Energy EfficiencyAdvancing Energy EfficiencyAdvancing Energy Efficiency
Cutting our energy waste is one

of the fastest, easiest, and cheapest
ways to create jobs, save families
money, and cut down on harmful
carbon pollution. The Obama
administration has taken several
actions that advance energy
efficiency in our vehicles and homes.
Through partnerships with rural
electric cooperatives, home
efficiency upgrades, and private-
sector partnerships such as the
President’s  Better Buildings
Challenge, America has been able to
cut its carbon emissions, create jobs,
and save families hundreds of dollars
at the pump and on their utility bills
every year. In fact, since President
Obama took office, U.S. oil demand
has declined, in part because of
these efficiency initiatives.

Developing Clean FuelsDeveloping Clean FuelsDeveloping Clean FuelsDeveloping Clean FuelsDeveloping Clean Fuels

Biofuels are a key component
of President Obama’s all-of-the-
above energy strategy and play an
important role in reducing America’s
dependence on foreign oil. The
Obama administration has supported
research and engaged in public-
private partnerships to pursue new
innovations in biofuels technologies,
increase production of U.S. biofuels,
strengthen American energy security,
and create jobs.

Reducing Our DependenceReducing Our DependenceReducing Our DependenceReducing Our DependenceReducing Our Dependence
on Foreign Oilon Foreign Oilon Foreign Oilon Foreign Oilon Foreign Oil

All-of-the-above energy
strategy aims to harness American
innovation and develop a diverse
portfolio of American-made energy.
USA safely and responsibly
developing energy resources while
advancing cleaner forms of energy,
such as natural gas and renewables.
In November 2013, America hit a
milestone of energy independence:
For the first time in nearly two
decades, the U.S. produced more oil
domestically than it imported from
foreign sources. And the U.S. is now
the number-one natural gas producer
in the world.
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Iraq has descended into bloody
war , it has to fight ISIS led sunni
militant as well as Kurdish fighters.
Overall, at least 1,300 people were
killed and another 1,250 injured in
Iraq. Government has lost a Northern
and easternportion to sunni and
kurdish seperatist respectively. The
beleaguered Prime Minister of Iraq,
Nouri al-Maliki, is the latest in the long
list of the West’s favorite political
leaders turned into pariahs. The
conventional wisdom now is that
Maliki’s flaws and wrong policies,
especially his alienation of the Sunnis
and dictatorial style of governance,
are at the root of Iraq’s problems. But
in truth this war is a spillover of many
factors like Syrian war, Geopolitics,
Internal politics of Iraq and
demography of Iraq.

First let’s look at theFirst let’s look at theFirst let’s look at theFirst let’s look at theFirst let’s look at the
external factors involved in theexternal factors involved in theexternal factors involved in theexternal factors involved in theexternal factors involved in the
crisis:-crisis:-crisis:-crisis:-crisis:-

Conflicting U.S. policy
objectives in the region have led to
current problem.  It has proved to be
difficult — indeed impossible — to
eliminate Saddam but produce a
stable Iraq; to isolate Iran and possibly

change its regime; to get rid of Assad
in Syria without exacerbating its civil
war; to forge a Sunni-Israeli alliance
against Shia Iran. They removed and
executed Saddam Hussain on the
grounds of terrorism and mass killing.
On the other hand they have not
stopped ISIS militant group to gain
ground in the region and now ISIS is
killing people on religious grounds.
Analyst say West could have done
more to stop Saudis and others,
including Turkey and Qatar, from
funding Sunni insurgents.

The most significant factor
behind Iraq’s problems has been the
inability of Iraq’s neighbours to come
in terms with Iraq government. This is
primary because of Shia and sunni
divide, with Turkey and Saudi Arabia
being Sunni dominated and Iraq
being predominantly Shia
dominated. Turkey which used to
rule the Ottoman empire also
supported the possibility of what
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutog ¢lu favoured as “neo-
Ottomanism,” the Turkish
government called for the removal of
Syrian President Assad and the

emergence of a pro-
Istanbul government there. Turkey
opened its borders to international
militants, with fighters from
Libya and Chechnya flying into
Turkey to cross into Syria to fight for
ISIS and its offshoots. Saudi Arabia
also funded and provided
political support for jihadis in the
region.

Now look at the internal
problems of Iraq government. PM of
maliki has been blamed of being
sectarian and promoting Shia’s for
job’s in government and also for all
important decision making positions.
After NATO forces left Iraq, littlehas
been invested for the modernization
and training of armed forces.
Recruitment for armed forces has
been done on sectarian grounds and
Shia’s are promoted. This is fueled by
deep divide between Shia’s and
sunni’s in muslim world in general and
Iraq in particular. Sunni’s have
traditionally ruled Iraq for centuries
in ottoman empire and after
independence also found it difficult
to come in terms with Shia dominated
government.

IRAQ ISSUE
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Iraq’s Sunni Arabs have not
been alone in undermining the
authority of the country’s Shia
leadership. Masood Barzani, who
dreams of an independent Kurdistan,
has also done what he can to
undermine the authority of the
government in Baghdad, by
essentially running his own
economic, oil, and foreign policies.
A factor in Barzani’s attitude has been
his anti-Iran sentiments, which go
back to the troubles that his father,
Mulla Mustafa Barzani, had with the
Shah.

Iraq and IndiaIraq and IndiaIraq and IndiaIraq and IndiaIraq and India

An estimated 22,000 Indian
nationals were in Iraq at the
beginning of the conflict. This
included 500 in Baghdad, 2,300 in
Najaf, 1,000 in Karbala, 3,000 in Basra,
15,000 in Kurdistan and about 200 in
other cities. Some Indians got
trapped in the conflict areas
following sudden attacks and
capturing of several cities in northern
and central Iraq by the Islamic State
of Iraq and Sham (ISIS) beginning 8
June. A group of 46 nurses working
in a local hospital in the city of Tikrit
got stuck due to the conflict, but
were safely brought back to India in
a special Air India flight on 5 July.
Another group of about 41 Indian
nationals working in a construction
company in Mosul were taken captive
by an unidentified group.

On 19 June, the Government
suspended emigration clearance to
Iraq, until further notification and
advised Indian nationals to avoid all
travel to Iraq. The Government issued
travel advisories on 15 June, 24 June
and 28 June advising Indian nationals
to leave Iraq by commercial means.
Our nationals living in areas affected
by the ongoing armed conflict have
been advised to stay indoors as far as
possible and to remain in contact with
our Embassy in Baghdad for
necessary guidance and updated
information on the evolving security

situation. Those Indian nationals, who
do not have travel documents or
need other consular services, have
been advised to seek assistance from
our Embassy in Baghdad. India’s
Mission in Baghdad and the Ministry
of External Affairs have established
24 hour help lines to assist Indian’s in
Iraq and their concerned family
members in India. The Government
has set up special camp offices in
Najaf, Karbala and Basra and
strengthened our Embassy in
Baghdad through the addition of 25
staff members.

India negotiated with ISIS who
have kidnapped its nationals in Mosul
with the assistance of Saudi Arabia,
which has influence in the region and
within ISIS. Government of India
looked for every other help as well. It
contacted red crescent only
International organisation in the
region. It has approached Russia to
assist them in release of abducted
Indians. The US is providing India
information by decoding messages of
the ISIS from cyberspace. The Indian
Navy has deployed INS Mysore,
warship in the Persian Gulf. The Navy
has another warship INS Tarkash
deployed in the Gulf of Aden and if
required, both the ships can be
pressed into evacuation operations

Crisis of Iraq has long term
repercussions for the region and
beyond. ISIS cheif Bakr al-
Baghdadi declaring the
formation of the Caliphate, with him
as the Caliph. It is the first return of
a Caliphate since Kemal
Ataturk’s Turkish National Assembly
abolished it in 1924. He declared
that borders inside the world of Islam
are no longer applicable. Al-
Baghdadi’s declaration comes after
ISIS threatened to make its
presence felt outside the territory it
now controls. Bomb blasts in Beirut,
Lebanon, hinted at ISIS’ reach. Which
could be a threat to democracy’s and
terrorist activities could rise
worldwide. With Iraq controlling

large oil reserves, petroleum prices
have already seen a spike.  The
advance of the Al-Qaeda splinter
group, the Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria (ISIS) and its allies towards
Baghdad appears to have been
stalled, but the grave situation in Iraq
needs to be dealt with militarily as
well as politically. Need for national
dialogue, for unity, and, very
importantly, for the full participation
of the all community in the political
process is absolute necessity for
peace in Iraq.

Chronology of events in IraqChronology of events in IraqChronology of events in IraqChronology of events in IraqChronology of events in Iraq

2014 January -2014 January -2014 January -2014 January -2014 January -  Pro-al-
Qaeda fighters infiltrate Fallujah
and Ramadi after months of
mounting violence in mainly-Sunni
Anbar province. Government
forces recapture Ramadi but face
entrenched rebels in Fallujah.

2014 March - 2014 March - 2014 March - 2014 March - 2014 March - The electoral
commission board tenders
resignation in protest at what it says
is political interference ahead of
parliamentary elections, amid
allegations opposition candidates
are being barred using a
controversial legal clause.

2014 April - 2014 April - 2014 April - 2014 April - 2014 April - Prime Minister
Al-Maliki’s coalition wins a plurality
at first parliamentary election since
2011 withdrawal of US troops, but
falls short of a majority.

2014 June - 2014 June - 2014 June - 2014 June - 2014 June - Sunni rebels
led by the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIS) surge out of Anbar
Province to seize Iraq’s second city
of Mosul, moving on to the oil
refinery centre of Baiji. Tens of
thousands flee amid reports of
atrocities. Iran and the US offer
assistance.

2014 July-2014 July-2014 July-2014 July-2014 July- U.S. said it will not
involve ground troops in the Iraq
war. It will only send a small team
for assistance and training of Iraq
forces.

Abhishek SinghAbhishek SinghAbhishek SinghAbhishek SinghAbhishek Singh
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First CM of TelanganaFirst CM of TelanganaFirst CM of TelanganaFirst CM of TelanganaFirst CM of Telangana

• Telangana Rashtriya Samiti
(TRS) chief K Chandrashekhar
Rao was sworn in as the first
Chief Minister of Telangana,
which became the 29th state
of India.

• Eleven ministers have also
taken oath in K Chandrasekhar
Rao’s Cabinet in the new state
of Telangana.

• Rao hoisted the tricolour and
took salute at an impressive
parade held at Parade Grounds,
Secunderabad.

• In his first public address as the
CM, Rao vowed to make
Telangana a model state in all
respects and said that welfare
and development would be
the two driving forces of his
government.

• The Telangana government
would maintain cordial
relationship not only with the
Centre but also neighbouring
states.

• Rooting out “political
corruption” would also be top

worldwide the total number of
road traffic deaths remain
unacceptably high at 1.24
million per year.

• Only 28 countries, covering 7
per cent of the world’s
population, have
comprehensive road safety
laws on five key risk factors:
drinking and driving, speeding,
and failing to use motorcycle
helmets, seat-belts, and child
restraints.

• For India, the report notes the
rising fatalities in road accidents
– rising from 8 deaths per lakh
of population to nearly 12 in
2010. Sixteen per cent of all
such deaths occur in four
wheeled cars and 32 per cent
in two or three wheelers.

Execution of death rowExecution of death rowExecution of death rowExecution of death rowExecution of death row
convict Yakub Memonconvict Yakub Memonconvict Yakub Memonconvict Yakub Memonconvict Yakub Memon

• The Supreme Court has stayed
the execution of death row
convict Yakub Abdul Razak
Memon, a key conspirator along
with Dawood Ibrahim in the
1993 Mumbai serial blasts case.

• The mercy plea of Memon was
rejected by President Pranab
Mukherjee on May 21.

• The decision was taken by the
President following
recommendations of the
Maharashtra government and

on his agenda to ensure
transparent governance.

Road safety in IndiaRoad safety in IndiaRoad safety in IndiaRoad safety in IndiaRoad safety in India

• Every four minutes a life is lost
in a road accident in India with
1,40,000 deaths recorded in
2012 alone. In the past decade,
over a million people have lost
their lives in road accidents in
the country and over 5 million
have been left seriously injured
or permanently disabled.

• According to Save LIFE
Foundation, an advocacy
group which aims to reduce
the high number of road
accident deaths in India
through rapid emergency care
for injured victims, “road safety
has been a victim of India’s
policy paralysis since 2001".

• The World Health Organization
2013 Global Status Report on
Road Safety indicates that
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the Union home ministry that
the mercy petition of Memon
be rejected.

• A bench comprising justice JS
Khehar and justice C Nagappan
issued a notice to the
Maharashtra government and
others on the plea of Memon
and said “execution
proceedings will remain
stayed”.

• The court also referred to a
Constitution Bench a plea of
Memon that review petitions in
death penalty cases should not
be heard by the apex court in
chamber proceedings and be
decided in open court.

Sumitra MahajanSumitra MahajanSumitra MahajanSumitra MahajanSumitra Mahajan

• Eight-term member Sumitra
Mahajan was unanimously
elected Speaker of the 16th
Lok Sabha, becoming the
second woman presiding
officer of the Lower House after
her predecessor Meira Kumar.

• 71-year-old Mahajan, the
longest-serving woman MP,
was elected after a motion
moved by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and seconded
by BJP veteran L K Advani was
adopted by voice vote called
by Protem Speaker Kamal Nath.

• 13 similar motions proposed
and seconded by several
parties in the ruling NDA as also
in the opposition supporting
Mahajan were also approved by
the House.

• An active parliamentarian, she
has not only headed important
committees, but has also been

a keen debater and avid
questioner inside the House,
often seen putting ministers on
the mat with her calm but firm
interventions.

• The mild-mannered Mahajan
has over the years emerged as
a force to reckon with in Indore
where she never lost since she
first became an MP in 1989 and
a generation of opposition
leaders have been waiting to
trounce her.

• She, however, had lost the
Indore Assembly election
thrice before becoming an MP.

• Ms. Mahajan won her Lok
Sabha seat for the eighth
consecutive time in this
election by an impressive
margin of 4.67 lakh votes.

• Within the BJP, Ms. Mahajan has
grown from being President of
the BJP Mahila Morcha in
Madhya Pradesh in 1990 to
being the national general
secretary in 1998.

Demise of Union MinisterDemise of Union MinisterDemise of Union MinisterDemise of Union MinisterDemise of Union Minister
Gopinath MundeGopinath MundeGopinath MundeGopinath MundeGopinath Munde

• President Pranab Mukherjee
has condoled the untimely
demise of Union Minister
Gopinath Munde and said the
country has lost a veteran
leader who always worked for
the common man.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said he was extremely
saddened by the demise of his
“friend” and cabinet colleague
Gopinath Munde, whom he
hailed as a “true mass leader.”

• The party and government, he

said, stands by the bereaved
family members of the 64-year-
old leader.

• The President, expressing his
shock, grief and sorrow over
the death of Munde, said that
his passing away is a huge loss
for the people of Maharashtra
and India.
Munde, the Rural Development
Minister and the OBC face of
BJP in Maharashtra, died
apparently of shock and
cardiac arrest suffered during
a road accident.

• Munde, who made his entry into
the Union Cabinet for the first
time after the Lok Sabha polls,
was on his way to the airport
when his car was hit by another
vehicle.

LoP in Rajya SabhaLoP in Rajya SabhaLoP in Rajya SabhaLoP in Rajya SabhaLoP in Rajya Sabha

• Ghulam Nabi Azad is set to
become Leader of the
Opposition in Rajya Sabha after
his appointment as leader of
Congress in the Upper House.

• Anand Sharma was made
deputy leader of the party.
Since Congress has the
requisite number to claim the
post of Leader of the
Opposition in the Upper
House, Mr. Azad would be the
natural choice.

Four Cabinet panels dissolvedFour Cabinet panels dissolvedFour Cabinet panels dissolvedFour Cabinet panels dissolvedFour Cabinet panels dissolved
• Ten days after ‘abolition’ of all

Group of Ministers (GoMs) and
Empowered Group of
Ministers (EGoMs) ‘for greater
accountability and
empowerment’, the Prime
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Minister Narendra Modi
announced discontinuation of
four Standing Committees of
the Cabinet.

• A statement by the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said the
functions of Cabinet
Committee on Management of
Natural Calamities which stands
discontinued will be handled
by the Committee under the
Cabinet Secretary whenever
natural calamities occur.

• Functions of Cabinet
Committee on Prices will be
handled by the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs; of the Cabinet
Committee on World Trade
Organisation Matters by the
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs and,
whenever necessary, by the full
Cabinet and on the Cabinet
Committee on Unique
Identification Authority of India
related issues it said that major
decisions in this area have
already been taken and the
remaining issues will be
brought to the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs.

First session of 16th LokFirst session of 16th LokFirst session of 16th LokFirst session of 16th LokFirst session of 16th Lok
SabhaSabhaSabhaSabhaSabha

• The first session of the 16th Lok
Sabha adjourned sine die after
the adoption of the motion of
thanks to the President’s
address.

• With very little disruption of
proceedings, all the business
listed for this short session was
transacted on schedule. This
included the swearing-in of the
newly election members, the
election of Speaker and
adoption of the motion of
thanks.

Four new ordinancesFour new ordinancesFour new ordinancesFour new ordinancesFour new ordinances

• Four pending ordinances will

be passed in the budget
session of Parliament

• While two of the ordinances
were promulgated by the
previous UPA Two
government, two more were
cleared by the BJP-led NDA
government — that was sworn
in on May 26 — in quick
succession on May 28 and May
29.

• The two that the NDA
government inherited relate to
amendments to strengthen the
provisions of The Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act and the
Securities and Exchange
Board Act, while the ones
promulgated by the current
government are The Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Amendment) Ordinance,
2014 and The Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2014.

• If the TRAI (Amendment)
Ordinance cleared on May 28
ensured that the government
could appoint Nripendra Misra
as Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister, the AP
ordinance was promulgated on
May 29, ahead of the official
division of the state on June 2.

• In promulgating the TRAI
ordinance, the Modi-led NDA
government has reversed a
decision taken in 2000 by the
Vajpayee-led NDA
administration: the TRAI Act
had been amended in 2000 to
bar the TRAI chairman from

taking up future government
assignment.

Mukul RohatgiMukul RohatgiMukul RohatgiMukul RohatgiMukul Rohatgi

• Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi
was recently appointed as the
new Attorney General (AG)
and will have a tenure of three
years.

• The Law Ministry issued a
formal notification appointing
him as the top law officer of the
NDA government.

• The government has already
appointed Ranjit Kumar as the
Solicitor General. Six
Additional Solicitors General
have also been appointed.

• Mr. Rohatgi took over from G.E.
Vahanvati as the 14th AG of the
country. Mr. Vahanvati had
resigned following a change of
the government at the Centre.

No special category status forNo special category status forNo special category status forNo special category status forNo special category status for
SeemandhraSeemandhraSeemandhraSeemandhraSeemandhra

• The residual Andhra Pradesh,
known as Seemandhra, can’t
be accorded the status of
special category State to
provide extra Central aid under
the current norms, the Planning
Commission has said.

• “Andhra Pradesh
(Seemandhra) does not meet
National Development Council
criteria (for special category
state),” the Commission said in
its presentation to Planning
Minister Inderjit Singh Rao.

• This point is significant because
the Union Cabinet headed by
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on March 2
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had directed the Commission
to accord special category
status to the successor of
Andhra Pradesh (Seemandhra)
for five years.

• Singh had even announced in
the Rajya Sabha on February 21
that special category status
would be extended to
Seemandhra for five years.

• The Commission, however, has
intimated to Rajasthan, Odisha
and Jharkhand that they are
eligible for getting SCS as per
the criteria.

• About according SCS to
Seemandhra, the Commission
pointed out to the Minister that
any such proposal would have
to be endorsed by the country’s
apex planning body National
Development Council (NDC)
headed by the Prime Minister
with Cabinet Ministers and all
Chief Ministers on its board.

• As per the Gadgil—Mukherjee
formula for devolution of
Central assistance for state
plans, 30 per cent of the total
funds is earmarked for Special
Category States.

• As against the composition of
Central assistance of 30 per
cent grant and 70 per cent loan
for major States, special
category states receive 90 per
cent plan assistance as grant
and just 10 per cent as loan.

• The special category status to
various States in accorded by
the NDC based on
consideration of a set criteria.

Bill banning dance barsBill banning dance barsBill banning dance barsBill banning dance barsBill banning dance bars

• Dance bars are set to be
banned once in Maharashtra,
with both houses of the state
legislature passing a bill to this
effect . The ban will be
extended from beer bars to
three and five star hotels, which
were spared earlier.

• The bill proposes a fine of upto

Rs 5 lakhs and imprisonment of
upto 3 years against those who
violate the ban. The license
such establishments will also be
cancelled.

• This comes almost a year after
the Supreme Court had lifted
the ban on the state’s dance
bars, calling it a violation on the
dancers’ fundamental right to
earn a living. The apex court
had also objected to luxury
hotels being selectively ex-
cluded from the ban.

• Initially, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment planned to refer the
bill to a Select Committee, but
finally ended up tabling it in the
State Assembly, where it was
passed unanimously without
much debate. The State Coun-
cil too passed the bill unani-
mously.

• The Maharashtra government
had banned dance bars in the
state in 2005. In 2006, the
Bombay High Court struck
down the ban as unconstitu-
tional. This stand was upheld
by the Supreme Court in 2013.

• The new bill however, allows
dancing in cultural events and
festivals even if they are held in
luxury hotels. Dancing in
gymkhanas and theatres will
also be permitted.

• Meanwhile, women’s groups
have already said they will
approach the court against the
bill, saying it discriminates
against the rights of the dancers
to earn a living in the
entertainment industry.

Secure sea lanes and India’sSecure sea lanes and India’sSecure sea lanes and India’sSecure sea lanes and India’sSecure sea lanes and India’s
growth storygrowth storygrowth storygrowth storygrowth story

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has conveyed his
government’s sharp focus on
modernising the country’s
defence infrastructure and
tying maritime security to
India’s growth story.

• Advocating infusion of new
technology and indigenisation
to produce weapons and
platforms, Mr. Modi signalled
that Indian-produced military
hardware could find a niche in
countries belonging to the
global South.

• By choosing the giant aircraft
carrier as his first outing to a
defence establishment, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
seemed to convey that India’s
long-held aspiration of
establishing a footprint in the
Indian Ocean — which was
drawing several competing
powers — had not been
extinguished.

Government to rectify LokpalGovernment to rectify LokpalGovernment to rectify LokpalGovernment to rectify LokpalGovernment to rectify Lokpal
selection processselection processselection processselection processselection process

• The Narendra Modi
government, which charged
the erstwhile UPA government
with framing rules for the Select
Committee to choose the
Lokpal against the letter and
spirit of the law, has set in
motion the process to ‘rectify’
the situation.The Finance
Minister and the Leader of the
House in the Rajya Sabha Arun
Jaitley informed the House last
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week that the rules framed by
the Manmohan Singh
government for the Selection
Committee were contrary to
the Act with the ulterior motive
of controlling the Lokpal.

• According to officials in the
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) work has
begun to effect changes in the
rules on the mandate of the
search committee which will
be notified soon.As per
existing rules, an eight-member
search committee is tasked
with drawing up a panel of
persons for consideration by
the selection committee led by
Prime Minister. These persons
have to be chosen from among
the panel provided by the
DoPT, the rules say.

• However, the government will
now empower the search com-
mittee to include people from
outside the list provided by
DoPT for consideration by the
committee, the sources
said.Besides, the DoPT has writ-
ten to the Law Ministry to vet
rules formed on filing of prop-
erty returns by government
employees under the Lokpal
regime.

• As per the Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act, every public
servant shall make a declaration
of his or her assets and
liabilities.The Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act provides for the
establishment of a Lokpal for
the Union and Lokayuktas for
the States to enquire into cor-
ruption charges against public
functionaries.

• Outlining Narendra Modi
government’s road map, Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee last
week in his address to the Joint
Session of Parliament said that
the government “is committed
to providing a clean and effi-
cient administration focused on
delivery. “

State violating its own policyState violating its own policyState violating its own policyState violating its own policyState violating its own policy

• A Division Bench of the Kerala
High Court asked the State
government to file an affidavit
on the bar licence issue while
orally observing that the
government was acting against
its own policy of reducing
liquor consumption.

• The Bench comprising Justice
Harun-Ul-Rasheed and Justice
Anil K. Narendran made the
observation when appeals filed
by some bar hoteliers against a
single judge’s order refusing to
interfere in the bar licence
issue came up for hearing. The
court orally observed that the
State government should
reduce the number of
beverages corporation’s
outlets as well if it intended to

bring down liquor
consumption.

• The government was allotting
more bar licences under the
guise of promoting tourism. In
fact, the government which
was bound to implement its
own policy was violating the
same policy. The government
should try to reduce liquor
consumption in a time bound
manner.

• The government submitted
that a decision on the renewal
of licences would be taken
based on the report of the
Secretary (Taxes) on the
recommendations of a one-
man commission appointed to
formulate the abakri policy
parameters.

• The Bench directed the
government to file the counter
affidavit. The petitioners
alleged that the government
was discriminating against
them. They were entitled to get
their licences renewed, as their
hotels had not been included
on the list of the 418 sub-
standard bars in the State.

Fewer students are getting mid-day mealFewer students are getting mid-day mealFewer students are getting mid-day mealFewer students are getting mid-day mealFewer students are getting mid-day meal

• Despite the huge expenditure on education under the previous United
Progressive Alliance government, latest statistics on elementary edu-
cation show that the percentage of government and aided schools
providing mid-day meals to students has dropped from 94.83 in 2012-
2013 to 88.60 in 2013-14.
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• A similar drop has also been
witnessed in the percentage of
schools providing mid-day
meals prepared outside the
school premises. According to
the data collected by the
National University of
Educational Planning and
Administration on elementary
education for the last fiscal, the
percentage of schools
providing meals cooked
outside had dropped from
12.53 to 9.45.

• In all States barring Uttar
Pradesh, Manipur and
Nagaland, the mid-day meal
coverage is over 90 per cent.
While Manipur and Nagaland
improved their coverage in
2013-14, Uttar Pradesh is one
of the four States which saw a
drop that is reflected in the
national average.

• The coverage of the scheme in
Uttar Pradesh went down from
87.86 per cent to 82.99 per
cent.

• Besides U.P., Punjab witnessed
a significant drop with the
coverage going down from
96.37 per cent to 91.42 per
cent. Other States where there
has been a drop in coverage
are: Delhi from 98.01 to 97.53
per cent, Goa from 96.04 per
cent to 92.64 per cent and
Rajasthan from 97.88 per cent
to 97.7 per cent.

• Percentage of aided schools
with coverage drops from 94.3
to 88.6 in past year.

Advances hearing of pleaAdvances hearing of pleaAdvances hearing of pleaAdvances hearing of pleaAdvances hearing of plea
against Suhag’s appointmentagainst Suhag’s appointmentagainst Suhag’s appointmentagainst Suhag’s appointmentagainst Suhag’s appointment
by SCby SCby SCby SCby SC

• The Supreme Court agreed to
advance the hearing of a plea
by Lt. Gen. Ravi Dastane
seeking a stay on the
appointment of Lt. Gen. Dalbir
Singh Suhag as the Army chief,
saying his rise in rank to Army

Commander of Eastern
Command two years back was
“wholly illegal.”

• Lt. Gen. Dastane, who was one
of the contenders for the Army
Commander’s post along with
Lt. Gen. Suhag in 2012, claims
he has “strong prima facie case”
against the latter.He has filed
the application in a pending
appeal challenging an order of
the Armed Forces Tribunal,
dismissing his allegations
against Lt. Gen. Suhag. The
application seeks to restrain Lt.
Gen. Suhag from taking over as
the Army Chief.

• Defence Minister Arun Jaitley
recently stood firmly by the
government’s stand to appoint
Lt. Gen. Suhag.Mr. Jaitley was
compelled to step in and clear
the air after an affidavit filed by
the Defence Ministry in the
Supreme Court as a counter to
Lt. Gen. Dastane’s case had put
the government in a spot. The
affidavit blamed General
(Retd) V.K. Singh, former Army
chief and now a Minister of
State in the Modi government,
of taking an “illegal,
premeditated” course to stall
the promotion of Lt. Gen.
Suhag as Army Commander in
2012.

• Appearing for Lt. Gen. Dastane,
advocate R.K. Anand sought an
early hearing as his client’s case
would become infructuous
once Lt. Gen. Suhag takes over
from Army chief General
Bikram Simgh on July 31,
2014.The Bench posted the
matter for second week of July.

Chhattisgarh GovernorChhattisgarh GovernorChhattisgarh GovernorChhattisgarh GovernorChhattisgarh Governor
Shekhar Dutt resignsShekhar Dutt resignsShekhar Dutt resignsShekhar Dutt resignsShekhar Dutt resigns

• Chhattisgarh Governor Shekhar
Dutt sent his resignation to
President Pranab Mukharjee on
Wednesday night. “Shri
Shekhar Dutt has put in his

paper to the president of
India,” said Mr. Aman Singh,
Secretary, Public Relations,
Chhattisgarh in a statement
issued to the media.

• Mr. Dutt’s term was to end in
January next year. An IAS
officer of 1969 batch of Madhya
Pradesh cadre, he served as
Defence Secretary and the
Deputy National Security
Adviser under the UPA
government before being
appointed as Chhattisgarh
Governor in January 2010.

• Mr. Dutt’s resignation comes
amid reports of pressure on
UPA-appointed Governors to
resign. However, the exact
reason of his resignation could
not be confirmed. On Tuesday,
Uttar Pradesh Governor B.L.
Joshi submitted his resignation
to President Pranab Mukherjee.

PMO has no intention toPMO has no intention toPMO has no intention toPMO has no intention toPMO has no intention to
impose Hindi on any Stateimpose Hindi on any Stateimpose Hindi on any Stateimpose Hindi on any Stateimpose Hindi on any State

• After the Union Home
Ministry’s May 27 instruction to
government departments to
use Hindi compulsorily in their
social media communications
spiralled into a political
controversy, the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO)
clarified that the directive
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applied only to Hindi-speaking
States and did not amount to a
change in policy.This is neither
a new policy nor an attempt to
impose the use of Hindi on any
non-Hindi-speaking State.

• The PMO clarification came in
the wake of loud protests from
Tamil Nadu, capped by a letter
from Chief Minister Jayalalithaa
who urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to ensure “that
English is used on social
media.”

• The release said the instruction
was only a follow-up to the
Ministry’s circular on March 10
— when the United Progressive
Alliance was in power — to the
same effect. “It was a routine
circular and the government
has no intention to impose
Hindi on any State.

Supreme Court to get 3 newSupreme Court to get 3 newSupreme Court to get 3 newSupreme Court to get 3 newSupreme Court to get 3 new
judgesjudgesjudgesjudgesjudges

• President Pranab Mukherjee
has cleared the elevation of the
Chief Justices of Calcutta and
Orissa High Courts Arun Mishra
and Adarsh Kumar Goel,
respectively, and senior lawyers
Rohinton Nariman as Supreme
Court judges.

• Earlier this week, the Law
Ministry sent the file to the
President after removing the
name of the former Solicitor-
General Gopal Subramanium.
The Centre returned his name
to the collegium headed by
Chief Justice of India R.M.
Lodha for reconsideration.

• The warrant of appointment is

expected to be issued next
week to enable them to assume
office when the court
reconvenes on June 30 after the
summer holidays. With their
appointment, the strength of
judges in the court will go up
to 28, as against the sanctioned
31. However Justices B.S.
Chauhan and S.K. Prasad are
due to retire in July; the Chief
Justice on September 27; and
Ms. Justice Ranjana Desai on
October 29.

New Telangana State has notNew Telangana State has notNew Telangana State has notNew Telangana State has notNew Telangana State has not
been noticed by the UPSC yetbeen noticed by the UPSC yetbeen noticed by the UPSC yetbeen noticed by the UPSC yetbeen noticed by the UPSC yet

• The birth of new Telangana
State has not been noticed by
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC), or it seems
so, and aspirants of various
UPSC exams are unable to
provide the correct details in
the online application form
while applying to various posts.

• The UPSC website for online
submissions ‘upsconline.nic.in’
still shows only Andhra Pradesh
in its list of States and Telangana
residents are in a dilemma
whether to choose Andhra
Pradesh as their state, and if
they choose will they end up
with some problems in future
for selecting the wrong State.
They are more worried as the
last date of a few exams will
end this month.

• For example, aspirants for Civil
Services preliminary exam have
to apply online by June 30
while those aspiring for National
Defence Academy (NDA) and
Naval Academy Examination
need to apply before July 21.
Apart from these, vacancies
have also been announced in
various departments like
Information Service, Border
Road Transport organisation,
Power Department, Directorate
of Health and Family Welfare

among others.
• After the formation of

Telangana on June 2 this year,
aspirants say, four notifications
have been issued by the UPSC
and the dilemma continues for
all the aspirants. The ‘error’ may
cost the aspirants as they fear
that their applications may be
rejected by the software in
future once Telangana enters
the list. Moreover, unsuccessful
candidates may use the
information to create legal
hurdles for the selected
candidates, aspirants argue.

Modi govt. to focus on publicModi govt. to focus on publicModi govt. to focus on publicModi govt. to focus on publicModi govt. to focus on public
grievances, defence, Centre-grievances, defence, Centre-grievances, defence, Centre-grievances, defence, Centre-grievances, defence, Centre-
State relationsState relationsState relationsState relationsState relations

• As the BJP-led NDA
government completes its first
month in office later this week,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has zeroed in on three key areas
where he wants the PMO to pay
greater attention.
Mr. Modi has given top priority
to streamlining the mechanism
of redressal of public
grievances, improving Centre-
State relations and meeting the
requirements of the armed
forces. The PMO would have a
special cell to monitor the
progress in resolving issues
relating to these three priority
areas.

• On Centre-State relations, the
Prime Minister has directed his
office that any request from a
State government for
assistance should not be kept
pending. He wants senior PMO
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bureaucrats to regularly meet
representatives from the States.

• The Prime Minister has already
been given detailed briefings
by the chief of the each of the
three wings of the armed forces
– Army, Navy and the Air Force
as well as the Defence
Secretary. He has asked the
three service chiefs and the
Defence Ministry to furnish a
list of their priorities on
modernisation and
requirements of weapons and
other gadge.

Central govt. to simplify lawsCentral govt. to simplify lawsCentral govt. to simplify lawsCentral govt. to simplify lawsCentral govt. to simplify laws
for single window clearancefor single window clearancefor single window clearancefor single window clearancefor single window clearance

• As the BJP-led NDA
government completes its first
month in office, Law and
Justice Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said his Ministry was
working towards meeting
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
commitment to provide a single
window clearance for projects.
This, he said, would improve
the investment climate and
send a clear message to foreign
investors that they could freely
invest in India.

• Mr. Prasad, who is also the
Telecom Minister, said there
was an impression that India
was one of the most over-
regulated countries in the
world and one had to obtain
20 or odd clearances for a
project and this affected
investment climate. He said he
had asked the Law Commission
to examine whether so many
clearances were needed for

approvals.
• “The Commission has been

asked to submit a report in
consultation with trade bodies
like Confederation of Indian
Industry, with a suggestion in
creating a more enabled
business atmosphere, viz. how
many clearances you need for
a project with certain
mandatory clearances.

• Also to tell the government
whether we can have a process
of self-certification from the
project proponents that every
law had been followed, with a
rider that in the event of
violation there will be serious
punishment.

33 per cent reservation for33 per cent reservation for33 per cent reservation for33 per cent reservation for33 per cent reservation for
women in the police force inwomen in the police force inwomen in the police force inwomen in the police force inwomen in the police force in
GujratGujratGujratGujratGujrat

• In a pioneering move, Gujarat
Chief Minister Anandiben Patel
announced 33 per cent
reservation for women in the
police force.It is necessary to
empower women for their
uplift in the society.It will be
implemented in all cadres.

• The path-breaking initiative
comes at a time when crime
against women is on the rise in
several states and is under
media spotlight following
alleged rape and murder of
two minor girls in Badaun in
Uttar Pradesh.

• Gujarat will be the first state in
India to implement 33 per cent
reservation for women in the
police force.The sanctioned
posts in Gujarat Police is

around 60,000, around 10,000
more than its present strength.
There are around 2500
policewomen in the State at
present. If the government
manages to fill all 33 per cent
posts for women against the
sanctioned strength, the State
would have around 19,800
women in the force.

Gopal Subramanium opts outGopal Subramanium opts outGopal Subramanium opts outGopal Subramanium opts outGopal Subramanium opts out

• Feeling “let down” by the
government and the judiciary,
senior advocate and former
Solicitor-General Gopal
Subramanium informed Chief
Justice of India R.M. Lodha that
he was withdrawing his
consent for appointment as a
Supreme Court judge.

• In his nine-page letter, Mr.
Subramanium told the CJI, “I do
not want my elevation to be the
subject matter of any kind of
politicisation. I am dismayed at
reports that the file forwarded
by the court to the government
recommending four names for
elevation (including mine) has
been segregated and the
names of three candidates (not
including mine) have been
cleared by the government as
well as by the President of India
and that warrants have been
issued for their appointment.”

• Mr. Subramanium said, “I
withdrew my consent to
uphold my self-respect and
dignity.” Asked whether he
would change his stand if the
collegium were to reiterate his
appointment, he said his



National IssuesNational IssuesNational IssuesNational IssuesNational Issues

http://www.iasexamportal.com 1919191919  http://www.civilservicesmentor.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

decision was final.

The legitimacy of theThe legitimacy of theThe legitimacy of theThe legitimacy of theThe legitimacy of the
collegium systemcollegium systemcollegium systemcollegium systemcollegium system

• The collegium system is one
where the Chief Justice of
India and a forum of four senior-
most judges of the Supreme
Court recommend
appointments and transfers of
judges. However, it has no
place in the Constitution.

• The system was evolved
through Supreme Court
judgments in the Three Judges
Cases: S.P. Gupta case
(December 30, 1981) or the
First Judges Case: It declared
that the primacy of the CJI’s
recommendation on judicial
appointments and transfers can
be refused for cogent reasons.
The ruling gave the Executive
primacy over the Judiciary in
judicial appointments for the
next 12 years.

• Supreme Court Advocates on
Record Association versus
Union of India or the Second
Judges Case(October 6, 1993):
The majority verdict gave back
CJI’s power over judicial
appointments and transfers. It
says the CJI only need to consult
two senior-most judges. The
role of the CJI is primal in nature
because this being a topic
within the judicial family, the
Executive cannot have an
equal say in the matter, the
verdict reasoned. However,
confusion prevails as the CJIs
start taking unilateral decisions
without consulting two

colleagues. The President is
reduced to only an approver.

• In Special Reference case of
1998 or the Three Judges Case
(October 28, 1998): On a
reference from former
President K.R. Narayanan, the
Supreme Court lays down that
the CJIs should consult with a
plurality of four senior-most
Supreme Court judges to form
his opinion on judicial
appointments and transfers.

Deadline extended forDeadline extended forDeadline extended forDeadline extended forDeadline extended for
National Food SecurityNational Food SecurityNational Food SecurityNational Food SecurityNational Food Security

• The Centre extended by three
months the deadline by which
States should roll out the
National Food Security Act that
provides for distribution of
concessional foodgrains to 75
per cent of identified
beneficiaries.

• Under the Act, States were
given time till July 4 to
implement the Act but so far
only five states have begun to
roll out the scheme while six
others are “in the process.”

• To discuss the Act’s rollout and
the problems faced by the
States, the Centre has called a
meeting of Food Ministers on
July 5. The meeting will also
discuss steps that States should
take to check hoarding and
tackle inflation.

• Announcing the decisions
taken at a high-level meeting
convened by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Food
and Consumer Affairs Minister
Ram Vilas Paswan said it was
mandatory for the government
to announce an extension of
the scheme under the Act.
“The allocation of foodgrains to
all States will continue on the
basis of the Targeted Public
Distribution System till they
switch to the new dispensation
under the Act.

M.K. Narayanan has resignedM.K. Narayanan has resignedM.K. Narayanan has resignedM.K. Narayanan has resignedM.K. Narayanan has resigned
as Governor of West Bengalas Governor of West Bengalas Governor of West Bengalas Governor of West Bengalas Governor of West Bengal

• Two days after the Central
Bureau of Investigations (CBI)
recorded his statement as a
witness in the probe into
kickbacks in the 2010
AgustaWestland chopper deal,
M.K. Narayanan has resigned as
Governor of West Bengal.

• The first Governor to be
questioned by an investigative
agency, Mr Narayanan is the
fourth Governor to resign
following pressure from the
BJP government on appointees
of the UPA government. A
formal acceptance of the
resignation by the President is
awaited.

• The 80-year-old Narayanan, a
former director of the
Intelligence Bureau (IB) and
National Security Adviser
(NSA) in the first Manmohan
Singh government, is
considered close to the
Congress and his tenure would
have come to an end in January
2015.

• As NSA, he had in 2005
participated in a meeting on the
chopper deal. With Mr.
Narayanan’s resignation, Goa
Governor B.V. Wanchoo, who
as chief of the Special
Protection Group, had
participated in the same
meeting, will be under
pressure to quit as the CBI will
be examining him soon.
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China provokedChina provokedChina provokedChina provokedChina provoked

• A top Chinese Army General
slammed the United States and
Japan for “provoking” China, a
day after U.S. Defence Secre-
tary Chuck Hagel had accused
Beijing of “destabilising” the
region.

• At the conference, Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe also
hit out at China over the dis-
putes, pledging support to
Vietnam and the Philippines.
Mr. Abe said Japan would sup-
ply naval patrol vessels to both
countries and boost its security
presence in the region.

• People’s Liberation Army
Deputy Chief of General Staff
Wang Guanzhong blasted Mr.
Hagel and Mr. Abe, saying they
were “singing notes in chorus”.

• The PLA official was particu-
larly aggrieved by the Japanese
leader’s speech, which did not
directly mention China but
warned of “elements that
spawn instability” in the region.

Release of captured USRelease of captured USRelease of captured USRelease of captured USRelease of captured US
soldiersoldiersoldiersoldiersoldier

• President Barack Obama is
welcoming the release of the
lone U.S. solider held in
Afghanistan, Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl.

• Sgt. Bergdahl was turned over
by the Taliban in exchange for
the release of five Afghan de-
tainees who were held at the
U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

• Mr. Obama says the U.S. “does
not ever leave our men and
women in uniform behind.”

A new U.S.-Russia proxy warA new U.S.-Russia proxy warA new U.S.-Russia proxy warA new U.S.-Russia proxy warA new U.S.-Russia proxy war

• With Russia and the United
States as far apart as ever on
ways of resolving the crisis in
Ukraine’s southeast, its
outcome may well be decided
on the battlefield.

• Russia’s President Vladimir
Putin has not spoken with U.S.
President Barack Obama since
Kiev launched its “anti-terrorist
operation” against anti-
government protesters in
Russian speaking regions in the
east six weeks ago.

• While Moscow denounces the
Ukrainian crackdown in the
east as a “punitive operation”
against the civilian population,
Washington maintains that
Kiev’s authorities “have every
right to take steps to maintain
law and order in their own
country.”

• The Ukrainian border guard
service has reported several
convoys of trucks with militants
and weapons crossing the
porous border from Russia in
recent weeks.

• Russia has refrained from
openly supporting separatists
in eastern Ukraine and still
hopes to persuade Kiev to
resolve the conflict by granting
broad autonomy to the region.

• The conflict in the east is fast
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morphing into civil war. This
was in stark display earlier this
month in Odessa, a peaceful
multiethnic Ukrainian port city
on the Black Sea, where a
group of ultranationalists from
western Ukraine burnt alive and
clubbed to death at least 48
pro-Russian activists.

Obama’s energy policyObama’s energy policyObama’s energy policyObama’s energy policyObama’s energy policy

• The path breaking clean
energy policy unveiled by the
Obama administration would
put the US at a disadvantage
against countries like India and
China, top US lawmakers and
policy advocacy groups have
said.

• The US Environmental
Protection agency has
announced to cut carbon
emission from existing power
plants, which is the single
largest source of carbon
pollution in the US, by 30 per
cent by the year 2030.

• It also announced to cut by
2030 particle pollution, nitro-
gen oxides, and sulfur dioxide
by more than 25 per cent as a
co-benefit.

• The White House described
this as American leadership to
the world.

• But Republicans and many oth-
ers are not willing to buy the
argument, according to whom
such a policy would put the
United States at an disadvan-
tage against countries like In-
dia and China.

• The United Mine Workers of
America international
president Cecil E Roberts

alleged that the proposed rule
issued by the Environmental
Protection Agency will lead to
long-term and irreversible job
losses for thousands of coal
miners, electrical workers,
utility workers, boilermakers,
railroad workers and others
without achieving any
significant reduction of global
greenhouse gas emissions.

Spain’s abdication lawSpain’s abdication lawSpain’s abdication lawSpain’s abdication lawSpain’s abdication law

• The cabinet of Spanish Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy has
approved a proposal for
emergency legislation that
allows King Juan Carlos to
abdicate and hand over his
duties to Crown Prince Felipe.

• The proposal will be fast—
tracked by the Spanish
Parliament and is expected to
pass easily because Mr. Rajoy’s
Popular Party has the majority
of seats and the leading
opposition Socialist Party also
supports the legislation.

• Jesus Posada, who leads the
Parliament’s lower house,
predicted the law will take
effect by June 18, meaning
Prince Felipe would be
proclaimed king before
lawmakers shortly after that.

• Juan Carlos is widely respected
for leading Spain’s transition
from dictatorship to democracy
and staring down a 1981 coup
attempt, but was hit hard by
royal scandals over the last sev-
eral years.

Iran oil sanctions suspendedIran oil sanctions suspendedIran oil sanctions suspendedIran oil sanctions suspendedIran oil sanctions suspended

• With Iran complying with its

commitment on a controversial
nuclear weapons programme,
US President Barack Obama
has suspended his action on
Iranian oil sanctions for the next
six months.

• Even though there is enough
oil in the international market
for countries like India and
China to reduce their
dependence on Iranian oil, so
as to avoid US sanctions as per
Congressional Act, Mr. Obama
determined that there is no
need to do so for the next six
months as Tehran is fully co-
operating with the US-led
international community to
address their concerns about
its nuclear weapons program

• The International Atomic
Energy Agency has verified that
Iran is complying with these
commitments.

• The analysis contained in the
Energy Information
Administration’s report of April
24, indicates that global oil
consumption has exceeded
production in recent months.

Renewable power in GermanyRenewable power in GermanyRenewable power in GermanyRenewable power in GermanyRenewable power in Germany

• May 11, 2014 was a red letter
day for renewable power in
Germany. The biggest clean
energy market reached an
enviable record of almost 75
per cent renewable market
share for several hours that day.
Germany faces its own travails
over its chosen path.

• Germany is indeed avoiding
blackouts-by opening new coal
and gas fired plants.
Renewable electricity is
proving so unreliable and
chaotic that it is starting to
undermine the stability of the
European grid and provoke
international incidents.

• The spiraling cost of the
renewables surge has sparked
a backlash, including
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government proposals to slash
subsidies and deployment
rates.

• For all modes of power genera-
tion, capacity factor — CF (the
amount of electricity, a genera-
tor produces in a year divided
by the amount it will produce
if it ran at full capacity for all
8,760 hrs a year) — is impor-
tant. Typically during 2012, CFs
(per cent) in Germany were, for
solar: 11; wind: 17; fossil fuel:
80 and for nuclear: 94.

• Since India has in place an am-
bitious renewable energy
programme, we must learn from
the experiences of other coun-
tries particularly Germany;
Germany’s tryst with renew-
able power is often taken as a
model.

• India must promote all modes
of power generation including
solar and wind. Copious sun-
shine and abundant wind may
lead to over production in the
grid. Balancing the grid may be
a challenge. Central Govern-
ment must organise a system-
atic review of the challenges to
arrive at India- centric solu-
tions.

G-7 summitG-7 summitG-7 summitG-7 summitG-7 summit

• Russian President Vladimir Putin
was kept out of the summit of
world leaders but dominated
the meeting as President
Barack Obama and his
counterparts from the G-7
group of major economies
sought the Kremlin chief’s
renewed cooperation to end
the Ukraine crisis.

• In March, the U.S. and its most
important allies retaliated for
Mr. Putin’s military occupation
and subsequent annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula by
suspending Russia’s
membership in what had been
the G-8 club of rich countries.

• They also nixed Mr. Putin’s plan
to hold the meeting in Sochi,
the city Russia lavished billions
on to host the 2014 Winter
Olympics.

• Mr. Obama, however, has no
plans to meet with Mr. Putin —
a clear indication the U.S. is
more reluctant than its
European peers about
renewing the dialogue.

• The meeting was not expected
to produce any major decisions.
Many observers criticise the
format as being mostly a talking
shop since the role of setting
rules for global economic
governance in the wake of the
2008-2009 financial crisis has
shifted to the wider Group of
20, which also includes
emerging economies like
China, India and Brazil.

China urged to reduceChina urged to reduceChina urged to reduceChina urged to reduceChina urged to reduce
finance riskfinance riskfinance riskfinance riskfinance risk

• The World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund
are urging China to focus on
controlling risks from rapidly
rising debt due to its reliance
on credit-fuelled growth.

• The World Bank said Beijing
should pay close attention to
rising credit, especially in its
largely unregulated informal

lending market, and reduce
debts owed by local
governments.

• Rising debts owed by local
governments and uncertainty
about informal lending have
fuelled concerns China’s
economic slowdown might
cause a rise in defaults and hurt
its financial system.

• Chinese regulators have taken
steps to cool credit growth but
still are allowing a relatively fast
expansion to support
economic growth that slowed
to 7.4 percent in the three
months ending in March.

• By the country’s broadest
measure, total outstanding
debt rose from the equivalent
of 124 percent of gross
domestic product in 2007 to
more than 200 percent in 2013,
according to the World Bank.

• Corporate debt in Chinese
economy , at the equivalent of
125 percent of GDP, is “among
the highest in Asia.

New high commissioner forNew high commissioner forNew high commissioner forNew high commissioner forNew high commissioner for
human rightshuman rightshuman rightshuman rightshuman rights

• U.N. secretary-general Ban Ki-
moon has said he will appoint
Jordan’s ambassador as the
new high commissioner for
human rights, bringing to that
post a voice from the West Asia.

• Mr. Ban’s office announced
that Prince Zeid al Hussein, a
long-time diplomat and former
U.N. peacekeeper, has been
nominated to replace Navi
Pillay.

• The South African-born Ms.
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Pillay’s term as U.N. High
Commissioner for Human
Rights was originally set to end
in 2012 but was extended for
two years.

• Prince Zeid, who has been
ambassador to both the U.N.
and the United States,
announced in late April he
would resign as U.N.
ambassador.

New Ukraine PresidentNew Ukraine PresidentNew Ukraine PresidentNew Ukraine PresidentNew Ukraine President

• Petro Poroshenko has taken the
oath of office as Ukraine’s
President, assuming leadership
of a country mired in a violent
uprising and economic
troubles.

• Mr. Poroshenko, who became
a billionaire as a candy tycoon,
was elected after the pro-
Russian president Viktor
Yanukovych fled the country in
the wake of months of street
protests.

• The ceremony in the Ukrainian
Parliament, the Verkhovna
Rada, was attended by high-
ranking delegations from
Western governments, which
include U.S. Vice-President Joe
Biden, E.U. President Herman
Van Rompuy and the
presidents of Poland and
Germany, Bronislaw
Komorowski and Joachim
Gauck.

Egypt president sworn inEgypt president sworn inEgypt president sworn inEgypt president sworn inEgypt president sworn in

• Egypt’s former army chief
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi has been
sworn in as President for a four-
year term, taking the reins of
power in a nation roiled since

2011 by deadly unrest and
economic woes.

• Mr. el-Sisi’s inauguration came
less than a year after the 59-
year-old career infantry officer
ousted the country’s first freely
elected President, Mohammed
Morsy, following days of mass
protests by Egyptians
demanding he step down.

• 8th of June was declared a
national holiday and tight
security was enforced by the
police and military throughout
Cairo.

• Outside the building, modelled
to look like an ancient Egyptian
temple, around a hundred el-
Sisi supporters gathered, wav-
ing Egyptian flags and posters
of the country’s new President.

Nepal Parliament obstructionNepal Parliament obstructionNepal Parliament obstructionNepal Parliament obstructionNepal Parliament obstruction

• Belying hopes of breakthrough
to resume proceedings of the
Parliament, the three major
political parties on S failed to
reach agreement after claiming
they were close to it. As a result,
the opposition parties
obstructed Parliament for the
10th straight day.

• Speaking in the Parliament after
the talks ended inconclusively,
Bijay Gachchhadar of Madhesi
Janaadhikar Forum
(Democratic) accused the

ruling coalition of breaching a
previous agreement on a
number of issues, including
forming a high level political
committee (HLPC) comprising
of political parties.

• When Mr. Gachchhadar said NC
President and Prime Minister
Sushil Koirala and other ruing
party leaders should go to
Sarnath in India if they failed to
deliver a Constitution, the
ruling MPs objected to his
remarks. With neither side
relenting, Speaker Subas
Nembang, adjourned the
House.

• Mr. Nepal said the Nepali
Congress and his party are in
favour of rotating leadership of
the HLPC.

City seized by Iraqi militantsCity seized by Iraqi militantsCity seized by Iraqi militantsCity seized by Iraqi militantsCity seized by Iraqi militants

• Iraqi police and army forces
abandoned their posts in the
northern city of Mosul after
militants overran the provincial
government headquarters and
other key buildings, dealing a
serious blow to Baghdad’s
efforts to control a widening
insurgency in the country.

• The insurgents seized the
government complex, a key
symbol of state authority
following days of fighting in the
country’s second—largest city,
a former al—Qaida stronghold
situated in what has long been
one of the more restive parts of
Iraq. The gunmen also torched
several of the city’s police
stations, freeing detainees held
in lockups.



International IssuesInternational IssuesInternational IssuesInternational IssuesInternational Issues

 http://www.civilservicesmentor.com 2424242424 http://www.iasexamportal.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

• The fighters are believed to be
affiliated with the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant, an al—
Qaida splinter group that is
behind the bulk of the bloody
attacks in Iraq and is among the
most ruthless rebel forces
fighting to topple President
Bashar Assad in neighboring
Syria. The group has also tried
to position itself as a champion
for Iraq’s large and disaffected
Sunni minority.

• The militants’ push comes as
Iraq’s embattled Shiite prime
minister, Nouri al—Maliki,
struggles to hold onto power
following parliamentary
elections in late April that left
him with the most seats but
short of a majority needed to
form a new government
outright.

• Iraq has been grappling with its
worst surge in violence since
the sectarian bloodletting of
2006 and 2007.

Taliban attack in PakistanTaliban attack in PakistanTaliban attack in PakistanTaliban attack in PakistanTaliban attack in Pakistan

• Taliban militants attacked a
training camp of the Airport
Security Force near Karachi
international airport in Karachi,
but fled after Pakistani forces
repulsed the assault, a day after
an all-night siege at the facility
left nearly 40 people dead.

• Two militants attacked the
camp number 2, located at the
ASF academy in Bitai Abad,
near the Jinnah International
Airport which had been
cleared of militants after fierce
clashes between forces and

terrorists on Monday.
• The attackers failed to

penetrate the security cordon
and managed to flee into
nearby residential areas.

• Eleven airport security guards,
along with a paramilitary ranger
and a policeman, 14 civilian
workers and 10 militants were
killed in the previous attack.

• The attack came a day after the
deadly assault at Karachi
international airport. The
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan has
claimed responsibility for the
attack on the airport.

Russia’s ‘gas discount’Russia’s ‘gas discount’Russia’s ‘gas discount’Russia’s ‘gas discount’Russia’s ‘gas discount’

• Ukraine’s Prime Minister has
rejected a Russian proposal to
sell Ukraine gas at a discount,
insisting that the contractual
price be lowered.

• Russia had insisted that cash-
strapped Ukraine pay about 2
billion dollars to settle its gas
arrears, but Ukraine now has
until 0800 GMT .

• Russia upped the price to 485
dollars after it annexed
Ukraine’s Crimea region in
March, saying that a previous
discount hinged on the lease
agreement for its Black Sea
Fleet stationed on the
peninsula.

• The gas talks in Brussels are
being watched closely across
Europe as Russia has threat-
ened to shut down gas ship-
ments to Ukraine. Such an ac-
tion would threaten a large
source of supplies to Western
Europe, which happened in
2009.

Iraq crisis and concerns in oilIraq crisis and concerns in oilIraq crisis and concerns in oilIraq crisis and concerns in oilIraq crisis and concerns in oil
marketmarketmarketmarketmarket

• The rapid advance of jihadists
through large swathes of Iraq
raises concerns in the oil mar-
ket about the ability of the Or-
ganization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) to
meet global demand, industry
experts say. Analysts estimate
that the cartel needs to ramp
up production by at least
700,000 million barrels per day
(bpd) in the second half of the
year to meet global demand,
and their hopes are partly
based on increased output
from Iraqi oil wells.

• In the longer term, 60 per cent
of growth in OPEC’s produc-
tion capacity is expected to
come from Iraq, the Interna-
tional Energy Agency in Paris
estimated Friday.

• The European benchmark
price for Brent oil from the
North Sea shot up to a 9—
month high of 114.5 dollars per
barrel early on Friday morning,
before retreating below 113
dollars later in the day.

• Iraq pumped 3.33 million bpd
last month, making it the sec-
ond—largest OPEC producer
after Saudi Arabia.

• Oil from the north of the coun-
try stopped reaching markets
in March, following violence in
Anbar province and an attack
on a pipeline to Turkey.

Iran and P6 begins talksIran and P6 begins talksIran and P6 begins talksIran and P6 begins talksIran and P6 begins talks

• Nuclear negotiators from Iran
and six world powers got down
to business on Tuesday seeking
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to strike a momentous deal
before a July 20 deadline but
with significant differences still
to bridge. The United States
and Iran briefly discussed the
crisis raging in Iraq, U.S. officials
said, but the focus in Vienna on
the second day of talks was the
mooted atomic agreement.

• The many problem areas
include the duration of any final
accord, the pace of sanctions
relief, Iran’s partially-built Arak
nuclear reactor and allegations
of past efforts to build a bomb.
But the main sticking point
remains uranium enrichment: a
process that can produce
nuclear fuel but also, when
highly purified, the core of an
atomic bomb.

• The West hotly disputes Iran’s
claim that it needs this material
for nuclear facilities around the
country.The parties have set
themselves a deadline of July
20, when an interim deal struck
in November expires, and many
experts believe an extension is
already being talked about.

Possible Nuclear dealPossible Nuclear dealPossible Nuclear dealPossible Nuclear dealPossible Nuclear deal

• A nuclear deal between Iran
and the West was possible
within the next five weeks,
according to Iranian President
Hassan Rowhani .

• The target date for a
comprehensive agreement
between Iran and six world
powers — Britain, China,
France, Russia, the United
States and Germany — to end
the decade—long row over

Iran’s nuclear activities is July
20.

• In November, the parties
reached an interim deal under
which Iran agreed to limit its
uranium enrichment
programme and reduce some
levels of enrichment in
exchange for some relief from
international sanctions.

• The US and its allies are seeking
an agreement to guarantee that
Iran will use its nuclear
programme solely for peaceful
purposes. Tehran has insisted
that it is not seeking nuclear
weapons.

Norwegian ex-PM named forNorwegian ex-PM named forNorwegian ex-PM named forNorwegian ex-PM named forNorwegian ex-PM named for
Asian ‘Nobel’Asian ‘Nobel’Asian ‘Nobel’Asian ‘Nobel’Asian ‘Nobel’

• Former Norwegian premier Gro
Harlem Brundtland was named
as the first recipient of the Tang
Prize, touted as Asia’s version
of the Nobels, for her work as
the “godmother” of sustainable
development.

• Ms. Brundtland was awarded
the debut prize, created by
one of Taiwan’s richest men
with a $100 million donation,
with winners in three other
categories to be announced
this week. She was awarded the
biennial prize for “her
innovation, leadership and
implementation” of sustainable
development.

U.S. to send 300 ‘militaryU.S. to send 300 ‘militaryU.S. to send 300 ‘militaryU.S. to send 300 ‘militaryU.S. to send 300 ‘military
advisers’ to Iraqadvisers’ to Iraqadvisers’ to Iraqadvisers’ to Iraqadvisers’ to Iraq

• Firmly ruling out the possibility
of American boots on the
ground in Iraq in the face of

escalating sectarian violence
there, U.S. President Barack
Obama announced that he
would nevertheless be sending
300 “military advisers” to
Baghdad and also remain
prepared to take “targeted,”
“precise,” military actions in the
future.

• “American combat troops will
not be fighting in Iraq again,”
Mr. Obama said, adding,
“Ultimately this is something
that will have to be solved by
Iraqis.”

• The President explained that
the military personnel would
be sent to Iraq to examine how
to train and equip Iraqi forces,
and this would come on the
heels of Washington’s steps to
increase its intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance
operations to better under-
stand the threats to Baghdad.
Yet, Mr. Obama appeared de-
termined to hold firm to the
view that U.S. combat troops
would not return to Iraq as that
could not resolve the core is-
sues the country is currently
facing.

• Among the key priorities that
Washington had in the country,
he said, was to create joint op-
eration centres in Baghdad and
northern Iraq, which would
share intelligence and coordi-
nate planning to confront the
terrorist threat of ISIS, the ex-
tremist group that has captured
at least two cities and a major
oil facility.

Ukraine rebels refuseUkraine rebels refuseUkraine rebels refuseUkraine rebels refuseUkraine rebels refuse
ceasefireceasefireceasefireceasefireceasefire

• Ukraine’s military waged new
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• The resurgence of violence in
the 11-week insurgency
threatening to splinter the ex-
Soviet nation came as
Washington slapped sanctions
on top separatist leaders and
warned the Kremlin against
sending forces into Ukraine.

• But Russian President Vladimir
Putin appeared unfazed as he
ordered units from the Volga to
western Siberia to conduct
snap military drills.

• The militia used sniper fire and
grenade launchers to strike a
base in Donetsk.

NESCO granted heritageNESCO granted heritageNESCO granted heritageNESCO granted heritageNESCO granted heritage
status for cave drawingsstatus for cave drawingsstatus for cave drawingsstatus for cave drawingsstatus for cave drawings

• U.N. cultural agency Unesco
granted its prized World
Heritage status to a prehistoric
cave in southern France
containing the earliest known
figurative drawings.

• Delegates at Unesco’s World
Heritage Committee voted to
grant the status to the Grotte
Chauvet at a gathering in Doha,
where they are considering
cultural and natural wonders for
inclusion on the U.N. list.

• The cave in the Ardeche
region, which survived sealed
off for millennia before its
discovery in 1994, contains
more than 1,000 drawings
dating back some 36,000 years
to what is believed to be the
first human culture in Europe.

• The painted images include
representations of human
hands and of dozens of animals,
including mammoth, wild cats,
rhinos, bison, bears and
aurochs.

Jail for three AL JazeeraJail for three AL JazeeraJail for three AL JazeeraJail for three AL JazeeraJail for three AL Jazeera
journalistsjournalistsjournalistsjournalistsjournalists

• An Egyptian court sentenced

three Al Jazeera journalists,
including Australia’s Peter
Greste, to jail terms from seven
to 10 years. Mr. Greste and
Egyptian-Canadian Mohamed
Fadel Fahmy each got seven
years, while producer Baher
Mohamed received two
sentences — one for seven
years and another for three.

• Eleven defendants tried in
absentia , including one Dutch
journalist and two British
journalists, were given 10-year
sentences.

• Of the six defendants in
custody along with Mr. Greste,
Mr. Fahmy and Mr. Mohamed,
four were sentenced to seven
years and two were acquitted.

• All of the defendants had been
accused of aiding the
blacklisted Muslim
Brotherhood and tarnishing
Egypt’s reputation after the
ouster of Islamist president
Mohamed Morsy by spreading
false news.

More women abducted inMore women abducted inMore women abducted inMore women abducted inMore women abducted in
NigeriaNigeriaNigeriaNigeriaNigeria

• Suspected Boko Haram
militants have abducted more
than 60 women and girls, some
as young as three, in the latest
kidnappings in northeast
Nigeria and over two months
since more than 200 schoolgirls
were seized.

• Analysts said the kidnapping,
which happened during a raid
on Kummabza village in the
Damboa district of Borno state,
could be an attempt by the
Islamist group to refocus

battles with pro-Moscow rebels who rejected Kiev’s unilateral ceasefire,
while the government raised alarm over the Kremlin’s decision to put
troops across Russia on combat alert.
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change of heart that Kiev hailed
as the “first practical step” in
defusing the months-long crisis.

• The Russian leader however
insisted that the seven-day
truce between separatist rebels
and forces loyal to Kiev in
Ukraine’s restive east be
followed by concrete talks.

Kiev seeks talks with MoscowKiev seeks talks with MoscowKiev seeks talks with MoscowKiev seeks talks with MoscowKiev seeks talks with Moscow

• Ukraine’s new Western-
backed leader sought urgent
talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Wednesday
after separatist rebels shot
down an Army helicopter
despite orders from their own
commander to observe a fragile
truce.

• The death of nine servicemen
outside the pro-Russian
stronghold city of Slavyansk and
loss of two other soldiers in
militia attacks prompted
Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko to threaten to
unleash a powerful new military
campaign in the industrial east.
The warning dealt a crushing
blow to hopes of the sides
mediating an end to 11 weeks
of fighting that has killed more
than 435 people and brought
the ex-Soviet nation to the
brink of collapse.

• Kiev’s temporary ceasefire was
picked up by separatist
commanders but was due to
expire on Friday morning after
just one round of inconclusive
and indirect talks.

Russia to join Kiev talks withRussia to join Kiev talks withRussia to join Kiev talks withRussia to join Kiev talks withRussia to join Kiev talks with
E UE UE UE UE U

• Russia said it had finally got
Brussels and Kiev to include it
in talks over a landmark
association agreement
between Ukraine and the EU
to be signed this week.

• Much to Russia’s chagrin,
Ukrainian President Petro

attention on its demands for the
release of militant fighters.

• Boko Haram has indicated that
it would be willing to release
the 219 schoolgirls that it has
held hostage since April 14 in
exchange for the freedom of
its brothers in arms currently
held in Nigerian jails. Nigeria
initially refused to sanction any
deal but efforts have since
been made to open talks with
the group, with a possible
prisoner swap part of
discussions.

• The military in Abuja said in a
tweet late that it could not
confirm the latest abductions
and spokesmen were not
immediately available for
comment when contacted by
AFP. The Chibok abduction
triggered a groundswell of
outrage within Nigeria that
spread overseas, leading to a
social media campaign and
international pressure on the
government to act.

Follow up ceasefire withFollow up ceasefire withFollow up ceasefire withFollow up ceasefire withFollow up ceasefire with
concrete talks: Putinconcrete talks: Putinconcrete talks: Putinconcrete talks: Putinconcrete talks: Putin

• Moscow will continue to
protect ethnic Russians in
eastern Ukraine, President
Vladimir Putin said after
dismissing a week-long
ceasefire between pro-Kremlin
rebels and Ukrainian troops as
“too short.”

• “We will always protect ethnic
Russians in Ukraine, as well as
the part of Ukrainian people
who ... feel part of the wider
Russian world, and we will not
only monitor this but also react,”
Mr. Putin said during a visit to
Austria. “I hope that armed
forces will not be necessary for
this.”

• Mr. Putin asked Russian
lawmakers on Tuesday to
revoke a resolution allowing
him to invade Ukraine in a shock

Poroshenko is set to sign the
final chapters of the landmark
EU pact that has been at the
heart of a raging crisis in his
country.

• However Moscow hopes it will
still be able to raise its concerns
over possible damage to its
economic interests as a result
of the agreement which has
seen it threaten to protect its
markets against Ukrainian
goods.

Ukraine signs landmark dealUkraine signs landmark dealUkraine signs landmark dealUkraine signs landmark dealUkraine signs landmark deal
with EUwith EUwith EUwith EUwith EU

• Ukraine’s new Western-
backed president signed a
landmark EU pact whose
rejection by his pro-Moscow
predecessor plunged the ex-
Soviet country into turmoil and
sent East-West relations to their
lowest level since the Cold War.

• Ukraine President Petro
Poroshenko hailed the deal,
which pulls Kiev out of
Kremlin’s orbit, as a turning
point for the strategic country
sandwiched between Europe
and Russia.

• But the agreement bursts
Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s dream of enlisting Kiev
in a Kremlin-led alliance that
could rival the European Union
and NATO and Moscow
warned it would have “serious
consequences.”

• The Association Agreement is
also deeply unpopular in
Ukraine’s heavily Russified
eastern rustbelt, where pro-
Russian insurgents are battling
Kiev government troops.

• The European Union also
sealed similar partnership
agreements with Georgia and
Moldova — two former Soviet
nations with similarly
complicated relations with
Russia.
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• Mr. Poroshenko said the deal
offered Ukraine “an absolutely
new perspective for my
country,” hailing a “historic day,
the most important day since
independence.”

Panchsheel still relevant:Panchsheel still relevant:Panchsheel still relevant:Panchsheel still relevant:Panchsheel still relevant:
ChinaChinaChinaChinaChina

• Quoting from one of Rabindra
Nath Tagore’s verses on
friendship, ‘... If you think
friendship can be won through
war, spring will fade away
before your eyes’, President Xi

Jinping reiterated the virtues of
good relations between
neighbours, peace and
cooperation and amity in the
region as envisaged six
decades ago in the Panchsheel
treaty among India, China and
Myanmar.

• At the 60th commemoration of
the Panchsheel, he asserted
that China would follow the five
principles of Panchsheel even
as it is ready to work with the
West to uphold world peace
and development.

• Mr. Xi spoke of adhering to ter-
ritorial integrity and sover-
eignty, mutual non-aggression
and non-interference in inter-
nal matters, and peaceful co-
existence — the basics of
Panchsheel, and said these
continue to remain relevant and
grow.

• Dr. Yadav emphasised the im-
portance of promulgating the
Constitution in time through
consensus. The coalition
government’s road map also
talks about adopting zero tol-
erance to corruption. On for-
eign aid, the government aims
to channelise it into the national
system and mobilise in areas of
national priority.

• The road map reiterates the
government’s commitment to
form the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission and the Com-
mission on Investigation of Dis-
appeared Persons as per the
Interim Constitution. Legislation
passed by the Parliament on
formation of these two transi-
tional justice bodies faces chal-
lenge in the Supreme Court.

Israel issued a brusqueIsrael issued a brusqueIsrael issued a brusqueIsrael issued a brusqueIsrael issued a brusque
warning to Hamaswarning to Hamaswarning to Hamaswarning to Hamaswarning to Hamas

• Israel issued a brusque warn-
ing to Hamas, demanding it
prevent rocket fire from Gaza
as fears grew of a new confron-
tation around the coastal Pal-
estinian enclave.

• Militants fired 14 rockets at
southern Israel during the morn-
ing, sending tension soaring
and drawing a warning from
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu that unless the Is-
lamist movement cracked
down on those behind the at-
tacks the Israeli military would
step in.

• If this fire continues there are
two possibilities: either Hamas
stops it as the responsible au-
thority in the area, or we will
stop it.

Israel is “ready” to expand its operations in GazaIsrael is “ready” to expand its operations in GazaIsrael is “ready” to expand its operations in GazaIsrael is “ready” to expand its operations in GazaIsrael is “ready” to expand its operations in Gaza

• Israel is “ready” to expand its operations in Gaza, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu warned after the air force struck 12 targets overnight
following a surge in militant rocket fire.

• Speaking to ministers at the weekly cabinet meeting, the Israeli Pre-
mier said the almost-nightly military strikes on Gaza could be expanded
should the need arise.

• Israeli warplanes struck Gaza 12 times overnight, with Palestinian offi-
cials saying two people had been lightly injured.

Constitution a key priority in NepalConstitution a key priority in NepalConstitution a key priority in NepalConstitution a key priority in NepalConstitution a key priority in Nepal

• Nepal President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav presented the government’s
programmes and policies for the fiscal year 2014-15 in the Parliament.
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Evacuation of Indian nationalsEvacuation of Indian nationalsEvacuation of Indian nationalsEvacuation of Indian nationalsEvacuation of Indian nationals
from Luganskfrom Luganskfrom Luganskfrom Luganskfrom Lugansk

• India has made arrangements
to evacuate all its nationals,
mainly students, from violence-
hit Ukrainian city of Lugansk to
Kyiv.

• The evacuation arrangements
were made in cooperation with
the Ukrainian government.

• Indian authorities have
arranged 500 train tickets to
evacuate the Indian nationals.

• India few days back issued an
advisory asking its nationals to
leave Donetsk and Lugansk
regions in eastern Ukraine
which is witnessing frequent
violent clashes between pro—
Russian separatists and
government forces.

• In the advisory, it also asked
citizens in the other parts of
eastern and southern Ukraine
to remain vigilant about their
personal safety and security.

this decision Mr. Modi is making
it clear that the neighbourhood
is his immediate priority. He
began his tenure in office by
inviting all the SAARC leaders
to his swearing in, and will
travel to Kathmandu for the
SAARC summit slated for
November.

• The decision to visit Bhutan,
with whom India holds the
closest ties, is the third surprise
announcement from the
government, after decisions to
invite SAARC leaders and to
visit the US for bilateral talks
and the UNGA in September.

India, U.S. policy forum meetIndia, U.S. policy forum meetIndia, U.S. policy forum meetIndia, U.S. policy forum meetIndia, U.S. policy forum meet

• Trade officials of India and the
U.S. are expected to meet in
Delhi to prepare the
groundwork for the ministerial
level meeting of the Trade
Policy Forum (TPF).

• The U.S.-India TPF is an inter-

• Eastern Ukraine is witnessing a
fierce escalation of violence
between the two sides over the
past few days.

• The violence started after
Russia annexed Crimea — an
autonomous peninsula within
Ukraine with a Russian ethnic
majority — in March following
which the pro—Russian rebels
seized control of parts of
eastern Ukraine and
demanded its independence.

Modi’s first stop: ThimpuModi’s first stop: ThimpuModi’s first stop: ThimpuModi’s first stop: ThimpuModi’s first stop: Thimpu

• Keeping his focus on the
neighbours, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has decided to
make his first trip abroad to
India’s closest ally, Bhutan.

• While a date for Mr. Modi’s visit
will be finalised during the
advance team’s visit, sources
confirmed that it will be his first
visit to a foreign country. With
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agency collaboration led by the
USTR. It is the principal trade
dialogue between the
countries.

• It has five focus groups:
Agriculture, Investment,
Innovation and Creativity
(intellectual property rights),
Services, and Tariff and Non-
Tariff Barriers.

• In recent months, the U.S. has
increased its attack against
India’s intellectual property
regime and safety issues related
to domestic pharmaceutical
sector. The American pharma
sector had alleged that the
Indian IPR laws discriminate
against U.S. companies and
violate global norms.

• The USTR in its Special 301
report had kept India out of the
priority list, but has said that
they would do an ‘out-of-cycle’
review of India’s IPR regime.

• At present, bilateral trade is
around $100 billion. The U.S.-
India Business Council had said
bilateral trade between the
countries could touch $500-
billion mark over the next one
decade.

Chinese FMs trip to IndiaChinese FMs trip to IndiaChinese FMs trip to IndiaChinese FMs trip to IndiaChinese FMs trip to India

• After fetching SAARC Heads of
State at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s swearing-in
ceremony, the Ministry of
External Affairs is readying to
roll the red carpet for its first
big visitor from outside the
subcontinent — Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

• He will meet with External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj,
as the two leaders acquaint
each other with the road ahead
on Sino-Indian ties. On the
agenda, according to sources,
would be the meeting
schedule for Special
Representatives (SRs) to
discuss the most pressing
bilateral issue of resolving the
border dispute between both
the sides.

• India is keen to narrow the vast
trade deficit of $31 billion,
even as the two countries close
in on their goal of $100 billion
bilateral trade by 2015.

• The two sides are also
scheduled to talk about issues
such as energy cooperation,
Afghanistan and counter-
terrorism, especially Jihadi
terrorism, in the wake of a rise
in attacks emanating from
China’s Xinjiang province.

Prime Minister’s Japan visitPrime Minister’s Japan visitPrime Minister’s Japan visitPrime Minister’s Japan visitPrime Minister’s Japan visit
put offput offput offput offput off

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
expected visit to Japan next
month has been deferred till
the budget session of
Parliament ends in early August.

• The decision has been taken in
view of the Budget Session
which is very important for the
Prime Minister and is expected
to be a path—breaking one,
putting into action many ideas
which Mr. Modi has been
talking about since several
months.

• The Cabinet meeting, chaired
by Mr. Modi here this evening,
decided to recommend the
convening of the Budget
session in the first week of July.

U.S. push to tag India asU.S. push to tag India asU.S. push to tag India asU.S. push to tag India asU.S. push to tag India as
emerging economyemerging economyemerging economyemerging economyemerging economy

• The crisis at the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) talks in
Geneva has deepened with the
United States demanding that
India and China be categorised
as ‘emerging’ rather than as
‘developing economies’. India
is resisting the move which, if it
materialises, will halve WTO
caps applicable to India’s food
subsidies. It will also require
India to grant market access to
the U.S. The U.S. is insisting that
India meet its food security law
obligations with American
imports.

• “The U.S. insists that economies
such as India and Indonesia
with high rates of growth can
no longer be categorised as
developing countries,” the
sources said. “India’s stand is
that going by per capita income,
it is actually the world’s largest
Least Developed Country
where about 600 million live at
less than $2 a day,” the sources
said.

• The U.S. has also tabled a study
in Geneva, produced by its
allies Pakistan and Canada, that
claims food subsidies in India
and China exceed those in the
U.S. and the EU.India has
countered the study, with data
to show that the U.S. farm
subsidies to its corporate
sector are to the tune of
$20,000 to $30,000 per capita
per year against India’s mere
$200.

• At the Geneva talks, the U.S. has
so far successfully thwarted
India’s efforts aimed at finding
a permanent protection against



India & The WorldIndia & The WorldIndia & The WorldIndia & The WorldIndia & The World

http://www.iasexamportal.com 3131313131  http://www.civilservicesmentor.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

even the WTO’s agriculture caps currently applicable to its food
subsidies. America’s own agenda of an agreement on Trade Facilitation,
however, is well on track for the July 31 deadline as laid down at the
Bali Ministerial.

Modi’s scheduled visit to USModi’s scheduled visit to USModi’s scheduled visit to USModi’s scheduled visit to USModi’s scheduled visit to US

announce an agreement on
Uranium sale, and a nuclear
partnership that has been in the
works for years. But official
sources maintain, the
immediate neighbourhood will
remain the new government’s
focus, with the SAARC summit
in Kathmandu planned in
November this year.

Strong and prosperous IndiaStrong and prosperous IndiaStrong and prosperous IndiaStrong and prosperous IndiaStrong and prosperous India
in neighbour’s interestin neighbour’s interestin neighbour’s interestin neighbour’s interestin neighbour’s interest

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
concluded his “extremely
successful” visit to Bhutan with
a message to neighbouring
countries that a strong and
prosperous India was in their
interest.The upshot of the two-
day visit, the first abroad by Mr.
Modi since assuming office, was
a decision by the two countries
to scale up their ties that cover
security interests and
cooperation in a wide variety
of fields.

• Bhutan promised not to allow
its territory to be used against
India, an assurance that comes
against the backdrop of
militants from the northeast
taking shelter there.The two
countries agreed to continue
with their close coordination
and cooperation on issues
relating to their national
interests, said a joint statement
issued at the end of the visit.

• Earlier, addressing the joint
session of the Bhutanese
National Assembly, Mr. Modi
said a strong Bhutan would
benefit India like a strong and
prosperous India would be

• The confirmation of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to the United States means two
things: that Mr. Modi is keen to
extend his summit-level
approach to bilateral ties past
the subcontinent to the U.S. as
well, and that U.S. President
Obama wants to patch up the
damage to Indo-US ties,
enough to break with US
protocol for a second year in a
row for an Indian Prime
Minister.

• This year, a very different
circumstance has necessitated
the US exception being
repeated for Prime Minister
Modi. The last year has seen a
low in Indo-US relations that
rivals Cold-war era ties over the
Khobragade affair. Not only did
Ministry officials and Indian
diplomats in the US feel
outraged by the manner of her
arrest, they felt angered by the
lack of advance warning on the
case.Despite that decision,
however, the Indo-US
relationship has yet to get that

‘reset button’ pushed.
decisions on several deals,
including on FDI in retail,
nuclear business, and defence
deals await resolution. India’s
push for H1B visas, and
outsourcing contracts have
been rebuffed in the past years.

• With his decision to accept the
US President’s invitation for
end-september, Mr. Modi is
also heralding a busy period of
international travel for him. In
mid-July he will travel to the
BRICS summit in Brazil. In
September he heads to the UN
and to Washington, while in
November he is expected to
attend the G-20 in Brisbane,
Australia. Many Team Modi
members have guessed his first
bilateral stop with be Japan,
that was amongst the first
countries to invite him.

• In between, he is slated to
welcome Chinese President Xi
Jinping to Delhi, while
Australian PM Tony Abbott has
expressed an interest in a flying
visit to tie up and possibly
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beneficial for the countries of
the region, especially the
SAARC members.”India’s
prosperity is important, as then
it can help small countries and
perform its duty of a good
neighbour. But if India is weak
and struggling with its own
problems, then how can it help
others?”

20 Indian institutions in QS20 Indian institutions in QS20 Indian institutions in QS20 Indian institutions in QS20 Indian institutions in QS
rankings for BRICSrankings for BRICSrankings for BRICSrankings for BRICSrankings for BRICS

• Twenty Indian educational
institutions have made it to the
latest QS University Rankings
for the BRICS (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa)
countries. Of these, five are the
Indian Institutes of Technology
at Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kanpur and Kharagpur.

• A copy of the ‘QS University
Rankings: BRICS 2014’ was
presented to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi by Union
Human Resource Development
Minister Smriti Irani. The survey
also flagged the fact that IIT
Kharagpur has a higher
proportion of PhDs among its
staff than any university in
BRICS.

• Other educational institutions
from India in the list include the
University of Mumbai, Univer-
sity of Madras, Banaras Hindu
University, Manipal University,
Birla Institute of Technology
and Science, University of
Pune, Indian Institute of Infor-
mation Technology, Calcutta
University, Delhi University,

Allahabad, Amity University,
Anna University and Panjab
University.

Japan disappointed as ModiJapan disappointed as ModiJapan disappointed as ModiJapan disappointed as ModiJapan disappointed as Modi
postpones visitpostpones visitpostpones visitpostpones visitpostpones visit

• In another example of his
“direct letter diplomacy”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi wrote
to Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe express his regret
over having to put off his visit
scheduled for July 3 to 5 due
to the budget session.

• In the letter, that was handed
over personally by Indian Am-
bassador to Japan, Deepa
Gopalan Wadhwa, Mr. Modi

spoke of India and Japan’s
“shared interests” as two “Asian
democracies” and looked for-
ward to visit Japan at the “earli-
est opportunity”.

• The postponement of Mr.
Modi’s visit was one of two dis-
appointments to the
government’s plans for a big
splash in Japan. The India-U.S.-
Japan trilateral meeting, that
had been scheduled for June
23-24 was also postponed un-
til further notice because of
last-minute scheduling issues
with the Japanese delegation.

• The decision of Mr. Modi to call
off a visit that requires
considerable arrangements,
given Japanese penchant for
meticulous attention to detail,
has been received with some
disappointment at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) in
Tokyo.

Global recognition for Bengal’s girl child schemeGlobal recognition for Bengal’s girl child schemeGlobal recognition for Bengal’s girl child schemeGlobal recognition for Bengal’s girl child schemeGlobal recognition for Bengal’s girl child scheme

• Kanyashree Prakalpa, a West Bengal government scheme that provides
scholarship to girls from economically-backward backgrounds, has
been given international recognition by the United Kingdom’s
Department for International Development (DFID) and UNICEF. State
representatives have been invited to the Girl Summit 2014 in London,
in June, and to talk about the scheme to a global audience.

• The conditional cash transfer scheme for school girls was inaugurated
by the Trinamool Congress government on October 1, 2013, with the
express purpose of ensuring the education of girls and thereby
preventing forced child marriage.
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• Under the scheme, the
government provides an annual
scholarship of Rs. 500 to girls
between 12 and 18 years (class
eight to class 12) to continue
with their studies, provided
they are unmarried. A one-time
grant of Rs.25,000 is also
provided to the girl, once she
reaches the age of 18, to pursue
higher studies.

Switzerland to share list ofSwitzerland to share list ofSwitzerland to share list ofSwitzerland to share list ofSwitzerland to share list of
Indian account holder withIndian account holder withIndian account holder withIndian account holder withIndian account holder with
Indian govtIndian govtIndian govtIndian govtIndian govt

• In a major boost to India’s fight
against black money,
Switzerland has prepared a list
of Indians suspected to have
stashed un-taxed wealth in
Swiss banks and the details are
being shared with Indian
government.

• The names of these Indian in-
dividuals and entities have
come under the scanner of the
Swiss authorities during an on-
going exercise to identify real
beneficiary/owners of funds
held in various banks operating
in Switzerland, a senior Swiss
government official said.

• These individuals and entities
are suspected to have held un-
taxed money in Swiss banks
through structures like trusts,
domiciliary companies and
other legal entities based out
of countries other than India.

Vice President’s visit toVice President’s visit toVice President’s visit toVice President’s visit toVice President’s visit to
strengthen Sino-Indian tiesstrengthen Sino-Indian tiesstrengthen Sino-Indian tiesstrengthen Sino-Indian tiesstrengthen Sino-Indian ties

• Vice President Hamid Ansari’s
visit to China to mark the 60th
anniversary of Panchsheel on

June 28 will set the ball rolling
for a series of high-level
bilateral visits to strengthen the
strategic and cooperative
partnership between the two
countries.

• India, which will roll out the red
carpet for Chinese President Xi
Jinping later this year, is
expecting substantive
outcome from the visit.

• Trilateral talks are also
scheduled between China,
India and Myanmar. The visit is
expected to add new
substance to bilateral relations
with substantial outcomes.

• In Xian, Vice President Ansari
will visit the Wild Goose Pagoda,
which holds the sutras and
figurines of the Buddha that
were brought to China from
India by the Buddhist translator
and traveller Hiuen Tsang.

• The fact that Panchsheel
continues to remain relevant for
India, China and Myanmar can
be gauged by the fact that the
three countries are jointly
celebrating the 60th
anniversary.

MoU for India-China industrialMoU for India-China industrialMoU for India-China industrialMoU for India-China industrialMoU for India-China industrial
parkparkparkparkpark

• After deciding to sign the
Additional Protocol with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), the
Government has sought to
pluck another low-hanging fruit
at the international level by
approving the signing of an
MoU with the Chinese for
setting up industrial parks here.

• Briefing reporters after the
Cabinet meeting, Law and
Justice and Telecom Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad said that
details would be disclosed
after the MoU is signed with
China.

• The subject will be discussed
in greater depth by Vice
President Hamid Ansari who
leaves for Beijing to meet his
Chinese counterpart.

• The trajectory of discussions
has led to the Chinese agreeing
to allow India to set up industrial
parks there as well but officials
said this is a futuristic proposal
and could take a couple of
years to materialise.

• Then Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh took up the proposal
during his visit to Beijing in
October last year and agreed
with the Chinese leadership
that inward investments would
be the best way to bridge the
widening trade deficit from
India’s point of view.

Government began planningGovernment began planningGovernment began planningGovernment began planningGovernment began planning
for the possible evacuationfor the possible evacuationfor the possible evacuationfor the possible evacuationfor the possible evacuation
Indians from IraqIndians from IraqIndians from IraqIndians from IraqIndians from Iraq

Days after the government
began planning for the possible
evacuation of 10,000 or more
Indians who may be in Iraq,
Minister of External Affairs
Sushma Swaraj is seeking help
from other Gulf countries as
well.

• Ms. Swaraj along with Minister
of State for Overseas Indian
Affairs Gen. V.K. Singh chaired
a meeting of Indian envoys to
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six Gulf countries: Kuwait,
Bahrain, Qatar, UAE, Oman,
Saudi Arabia to discuss
assistance to Indians in Iraq.

• Later Ms. Swaraj met
Ambassadors of the Gulf states
in India, where she requested
them to suggest ways to
evacuate Indians, especially if
the conflict in Iraq worsens.

• Meanwhile, the government
has stepped up efforts to
ensure that all Indians working
in Iraq are registered, in case
they need to be evacuated at
short notice. Camp offices have
been set up in Najaf, Karbala
and Basra, cities that haven’t
seen the spread of violence.

China has invited India toChina has invited India toChina has invited India toChina has invited India toChina has invited India to
participate in the Asianparticipate in the Asianparticipate in the Asianparticipate in the Asianparticipate in the Asian

Infrastructure InvestmentInfrastructure InvestmentInfrastructure InvestmentInfrastructure InvestmentInfrastructure Investment
BankBankBankBankBank

• China has invited India to
participate in the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB) — Beijing’s brainchild to
steer development along the
ancient “silk route” free from
the influence of western-

backed lenders such as the
World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB).

• China had sought India’s
participation during the visit to
New Delhi by Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi soon after the
Modi government assumed
office. “It is clear that the
Chinese will not tie the lending
from the investment bank to
non-economic issues, such as
human rights, which western-
backed lenders have often
leveraged as instruments of
political influence and control.

• India is yet to make up its mind
on Beijing’s offer, though
partnership in the bank could,
eventually, facilitate New
Delhi’s access to infrastructural
funding.
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Balancing act of RBIBalancing act of RBIBalancing act of RBIBalancing act of RBIBalancing act of RBI

• The Reserve Bank of India’s
credit policy review, will be the
first after the new government
has taken charge. It is also the
second bi-monthly policy for
the current year (2014-15).
The RBI has switched to the
system of reviewing credit
policy once in two months from
the earlier once in 45 days or
so following the
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
recommendation of the Urjit
Patel committee.

• Fortunately, very few expect
the government to interfere,
certainly not so soon after
taking office. Moreover, there
has been a positive message
from the meeting RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan had with new
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
on May26. In this very first
meeting with a senior
government official, Mr. Jaitley
has listed out his priorities —

• The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) recently told several large
lenders that they are free to
carry out foreign exchange
proprietary trades in which
bank treasuries bet on the
dollar-rupee movement.

• The move will deepen the
currency market and offer finer
foreign exchange rates to
customers, particularly large
corporates with regular
exports, imports and dollar
borrowings.

• The RBI allows each bank a
certain net open position
(NOP) limit for prop (or,
proprietary) trades; the limit
varies from $20 million to $100
million, depending on a bank’s
size and level of treasury
activity.

• In 2013, when the rupee
buckled under speculators’
attack, the limits were whittled
down by banks to $5 million

price stability, stimulate growth
and fiscal consolidation — and
said he is keenly aware of the
need to do a tough balancing
act in reconciling the several
policy oblectives.

• India’s inflation problems are
structural in nature. The RBI
cannot influence supply-side
factors, which are responsible
for food inflation. Supply side
pressures on prices will be felt
when investment picks up
consequent on the new
government’s initiatives.

• Balance sheet problems of
public sector banks are another
reason standing in the way of
lower interest rates. The com-
bination of bad and restruc-
tured loans means little room for
banks to lower interest rates.

• The policy document will stress
the obvious point that inflation
is a problem for the government
and the RBI.

Restrictions on foreignRestrictions on foreignRestrictions on foreignRestrictions on foreignRestrictions on foreign
exchange proprietary tradesexchange proprietary tradesexchange proprietary tradesexchange proprietary tradesexchange proprietary trades

• A stronger rupee has paved the
way for high-street banks to
have a greater play in the
currency market, with last
year’s unnerving choppiness
suddenly looking like a thing of
the past.
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and even zero at the RBI’s
instruction.

Key policy rates unchangedKey policy rates unchangedKey policy rates unchangedKey policy rates unchangedKey policy rates unchanged
by RBIby RBIby RBIby RBIby RBI

• Despite intense pressure and
widespread anticipation, the
Raghuram Rajan-led Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has
decided to keep the policy rate
unchanged.

• In doing so, it has indicated that
it is prepared for a wait-and-
watch approach.

• Perhaps, it has chosen to await
the maiden budget of the
Narendra Modi Government at
the Centre so as to get a sense
of direction of the new fiscal
managers.

• The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has kept the policy repo
rate under the liquidity
adjustment facility (LAF)
unchanged at 8.0 per cent. It
has also decided to keep the
cash reserve ratio (CRR) of
scheduled banks unchanged
at 4.0 per cent of net demand
and time liabilities (NDTL).

• However, it has reduced the
statutory liquidity ratio (SLR) of
scheduled commercial banks
by 50 basis points from 23.0 per
cent to 22.5 per cent.

• The apex bank has also
decided to continue to provide
liquidity under 7-day and 14-
day term repos of up to 0.75
per cent of NDTL of the
banking system.

• Consequently, the reverse repo
rate under the LAF will remain
unchanged at 7.0 per cent, and

the marginal standing facility
(MSF) rate and the Bank Rate
at 9.0 per cent.

Core sector growth at 4.2 %Core sector growth at 4.2 %Core sector growth at 4.2 %Core sector growth at 4.2 %Core sector growth at 4.2 %

• Helped by healthy growth in
electricity, fertilizers, cement
and coal, the output of eight
core industries increased 4.2
per cent in April, up from 2.5
per cent in the previous month.

• The growth of the eight core
sector in April, 2013, was 3.7
per cent.

• Electricity production
increased 11.2 per cent in
April this year from 3.5 per cent
in the same month last year.

• Similarly, fertilizers, cement and
coal registered higher growth
during the month under review.

• Fertilizers, cement and coal
recorded a growth 11.1 per
cent, 6.7 per cent and 3.3 per
cent, respectively, in April,
according to the data released
by Commerce and Industry
Ministry .

• Coal, crude oil, natural gas,
refinery products, fertilizers,
steel, cement and electricity
sectors had expanded 2.7 per
cent in 2013-14. The eight
industries have a combined
weight of about 38 per cent in
the Index of Industrial
Production. Steel production
increased 3.1 per cent
compared with 10.1 per cent
in the same month last year.
Crude oil, natural gas and
petroleum refinery product
sectors contracted 0.1 per
cent, 7.7 per cent and 2.2 per
cent, respectively, in April.

FDI restrictions on onlineFDI restrictions on onlineFDI restrictions on onlineFDI restrictions on onlineFDI restrictions on online
retailers to be easedretailers to be easedretailers to be easedretailers to be easedretailers to be eased

• India could allow global online
retailers such as Amazon.com
to sell their own products as
early as next month, removing
restrictions that have held back

competition in one of the
world’s biggest, and most
price-sensitive, retail markets.

• The decision, which is likely to
be announced in or alongside
the budget, is one of the first
tangible signs of economic
reform by the business-friendly
government of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

• The move could allow the
government to circumvent
political opposition to opening
up India’s $500 billion retail
sector to global retail giants
such as Wal-Mart Store.

China urged to reduceChina urged to reduceChina urged to reduceChina urged to reduceChina urged to reduce
finance riskfinance riskfinance riskfinance riskfinance risk

• The World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund
are urging China to focus on
controlling risks from rapidly
rising debt due to its reliance
on credit-fuelled growth.

• The World Bank said Beijing
should pay close attention to
rising credit, especially in its
largely unregulated informal
lending market, and reduce
debts owed by local
governments.

• Rising debts owed by local
governments and uncertainty
about informal lending have
fuelled concerns China’s
economic slowdown might
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cause a rise in defaults and hurt
its financial system.

• Chinese regulators have taken
steps to cool credit growth but
still are allowing a relatively fast
expansion to support eco-
nomic growth that slowed to 7.4
percent in the three months
ending in March.
By the country’s broadest mea-
sure, total outstanding debt
rose from the equivalent of 124
percent of gross domestic
product in 2007 to more than
200 percent in 2013, accord-
ing to the World Bank.

• Corporate debt in Chinese
economy , at the equivalent of
125 percent of GDP, is “among
the highest in Asia.

Subsidised seedsSubsidised seedsSubsidised seedsSubsidised seedsSubsidised seeds

• Shortage of seeds is staring in
the face of the farmers ahead
of kharif season in Srikakulam
district, notwithstanding the
tall claims by the government
on making seed distribution a
smooth affair.

• It is estimated that over 1.5 lakh
quintals of seeds of all varieties
are needed for the farmers who
cultivate 2 lakh hectares in 38
mandals. But the government
is unlikely to supply the seeds
in the required quantity, with
the shortage of supply by the
AP Seeds and other
organisations.

• The supply for the kharif sea-
son is expected to be around
49,000 quintals this time of
which around 33,000 quintals
have been sent to the 67 sale
points set up at various places
in the district.

May’s exports up by 12.4%May’s exports up by 12.4%May’s exports up by 12.4%May’s exports up by 12.4%May’s exports up by 12.4%

• India’s trade deficit rose to a
10-month high of USD 11.23
billion in May even as exports
grew by 12.4 per cent, highest
rate in six months, on
improvement in the global
demand.

• Trade deficit, the difference
between earnings from
exports and outflow on
account of imports was USD
10.09 billion in the previous
month. It was however, lower
than USD 19.37 billion in May
2013.

• Helped by healthy growth in
key sectors such as
engineering, petroleum
products and garments,
exports during the month
increased USD 28 billion from
USD 24.9 billion in May 2013.
However, imports dipped by
11.4 per cent at USD 39.23
billion.

• Gold imports in May dipped by
72 per cent to USD 2.19 billion,
as against USD 7.7 billion in May
2013.

• In the April-May period of this
fiscal, exports grew by 8.87 per
cent to USD 53.63 billion.
Imports during the period
dipped by 13.16 per cent to
USD 74.95 billion, leaving a
trade deficit of USD 21.3
billion.

Insider trading schemeInsider trading schemeInsider trading schemeInsider trading schemeInsider trading scheme

• Three Indian-Americans and
their associate have been
charged by federal regulator in
an insider trading scheme

where they reaped $12 million
in illegal profits by trading in
shares of a discount clothing
chain.

• The U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission alleged
that Saleem Khan was routinely
tipped by his friend Roshanlal
Chaganlal, who was a director
in the finance department at
Ross headquarters in California.

• Mr. Khan used the confidential
information to illegally trade on
more than 40 occasions ahead
of the company’s public
release of financial results.

• The SEC’s complaint charges
Mr. Khan, Chaganlal,
Mendonsa, and Akbari with
violating the antifraud
provisions of the federal
securities laws.

The target for installing ATMThe target for installing ATMThe target for installing ATMThe target for installing ATMThe target for installing ATM

• Eighteen public sector banks,
including SBI and PNB, failed
to fulfil the target for installing
ATMs during 2013-14, leaving
more than over 9,300 branches
without cash vending
machines. As part of the target,
a total of 34,668 onsite ATMs
were to be installed by PSU
banks during the last fiscal.

• However, they could set up
only 25,331 such machines by
March 2014, thus falling short
by 9,337, as per Finance Minis-
try data. Installation of Auto-
matic Teller Machines (ATMs),
especially by public sector
lenders, has been a major pri-
ority for the government’s ef-
forts to ensure financial inclu-
sion.
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• Pursuant to Budget 2013-14
announcement, public sector
banks were required to ensure
an onsite ATM in ever branch.
As on March 2014, Allahabad
Bank was yet to set up 1,950
ATMs, Central Bank of India
1,620, Syndicate Bank 1,085,
Bank of India 7,44, State Bank
of India (SBI) 696, Indian
Overseas Bank 553 and Punjab
National Bank (PNB) 499. On
the other hand, Bank of
Baroda, Bank of Maharashtra,
Canara Bank, IDBI Bank and the
four associates of SBI managed
to meet the targets given to
them.

• There are roughly about 1.4
lakh ATMs of public and private
sector banks in the country.
Financial inclusion aims to
extend financial services to the
large hitherto un-served
population of the country. In
addition, it strives towards a
more inclusive growth by
making financing available to
the poor in particular.

Inflation hits five month highInflation hits five month highInflation hits five month highInflation hits five month highInflation hits five month high

• Even before the effect of
deficient monsoons begins to
kick in, wholesale price inflation
hit a five-month high of 6.01
per cent in May with the rate of
rise of food prices running at
9.5 per cent. The bad news
came after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi warned: “To
improve the economic health
of India, pull the country out of
the current mess shouldn’t we
take some bitter decisions?”

• In April, the rate of growth of

the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) was 5.2 per cent; food
price inflation had risen at the
rate of 8.6 per cent. The pick-
up in food inflation was led
primarily by higher poultry and
milk prices, according to the
official data released here on
Monday. Wholesale prices of
potato are up more than 40 per
cent since March. The build up
in wholesale inflation in
vegetables since March is
touching 18 per cent.

• Fuel inflation climbed to 10.5
per cent in May largely on the
back of the Rs.1.3 a litre hike in
diesel prices and the lagged
revision in the electricity index.
In April, the fuel price rate of
inflation was 8.9 per cent.

• The wholesale price data
dampened the feel-good that
the easing of retail price
inflation in May to 8.3 per cent
from 8.6 per cent in the previous
month had generated. The
official release also said that the
rate of WPI rise for March has
been revised up to 6 per cent
from 5.7 per cent.

RBI said avoid excessive legalRBI said avoid excessive legalRBI said avoid excessive legalRBI said avoid excessive legalRBI said avoid excessive legal
supervision on financialsupervision on financialsupervision on financialsupervision on financialsupervision on financial
regulatorsregulatorsregulatorsregulatorsregulators

• The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Governor, Raghuram
Rajan, warned against
excessive legal supervision on
financial regulators as it would
hamper policy-making and
increase systemic risks.

• “The broader point is that a lot
of regulatory action stems from

the regulator exercising sound
judgment based on years of
experience. In doing so, it fills
in the gaps in laws, contracts,
and even regulations. Not
everything the regulator does
can be proven in a court of
law,” said Dr. Rajan while
addressing State Bank of India
Banking Conclave 2014.

• Talking on the suggestions ade
by the Financial Sector
Legislative Reforms Committee
(FSLRC), Dr. Rajan said that the
creation of a Financial Sector
Appellate Tribunal would
hamper the policy decisions
taken by the regulator. He
asked, “How much checking
and balancing is enough? Do
we want even policy decisions
to be appealable? Can legal
oversight become excessive?”

• The FSLRC had recommended
several measures to reform the
country’s financial sector.
However, Dr. Rajan said that
some of the recommendations
seemed somewhat
“schizophrenic” while still
others ‘faddish and
impressionistic” rather than
based on deep analysis.

• He warned that because of the
tendency of any new
organisation to overreach to
justify its existence, one should
be careful about tying the
financial regulator with further
judicial oversight.He also
criticised the suggestion to
merge all regulation of trading
under a new Unified Financial
Agency, so that the Forward
Markets Commission, as well as
the bond regulation activities
now undertaken by the RBI,
would move under a new roof,
as would the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI).
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U.S. push to tag India asU.S. push to tag India asU.S. push to tag India asU.S. push to tag India asU.S. push to tag India as
emerging economyemerging economyemerging economyemerging economyemerging economy

• The crisis at the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) talks in
Geneva has deepened with the
United States demanding that
India and China be categorised
as ‘emerging’ rather than as
‘developing economies’. India
is resisting the move which, if it
materialises, will halve WTO
caps applicable to India’s food
subsidies. It will also require
India to grant market access to
the U.S. The U.S. is insisting that
India meet its food security law
obligations with American
imports.

• “The U.S. insists that economies
such as India and Indonesia
with high rates of growth can
no longer be categorised as
developing countries,” the
sources said. “India’s stand is
that going by per capita income,
it is actually the world’s largest
Least Developed Country
where about 600 million live at
less than $2 a day,” the sources
said.

• The U.S. has also tabled a study
in Geneva, produced by its
allies Pakistan and Canada, that
claims food subsidies in India
and China exceed those in the
U.S. and the EU.India has
countered the study, with data
to show that the U.S. farm
subsidies to its corporate
sector are to the tune of
$20,000 to $30,000 per capita
per year against India’s mere
$200.

• At the Geneva talks, the U.S. has
so far successfully thwarted
India’s efforts aimed at finding
a permanent protection against
even the WTO’s agriculture
caps currently applicable to its
food subsidies. America’s own
agenda of an agreement on
Trade Facilitation, however, is

well on track for the July 31
deadline as laid down at the
Bali Ministerial.

Reliance would start offeringReliance would start offeringReliance would start offeringReliance would start offeringReliance would start offering
4G broadband service in 20154G broadband service in 20154G broadband service in 20154G broadband service in 20154G broadband service in 2015

• Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL)
has announced plans to invest
Rs. 1.80 lakh crore ($30 billion)
in three years in
petrochemicals, refining, retail
and broadband businesses
with an aim to be among the
Fortune 50 companies by the
time it completes 40 years of
corporate journey in 2017.

• RIL Chairman and Managing
Director Mukesh Ambani said
this while unveiling his vision for
the company at the annual
general meeting .”In the past
37 years, we invested Rs.2.40
lakh crore, and in this current
three years’ investment cycle,
we will be investing over
Rs.1.80 lakh crore. We are
currently at the mid-point of
largest investment programme
in Reliance’s history,” Mr.
Ambani told shareholders..

• RIL, which is at present debt-
free, would raise debt of
Rs.60,000 crore in the next two
years and by the time this
investment cycle was finished,
it would once again be debt-
free in 2017-18 on a much
larger basis.

• Reliance Jio would start offering
4G broadband service in 2015,
and it would be one of the
largest job-creating and wealth-
creating business initiatives in
India. About Rs.70,000 crore

had already been invested in
this business, and 10,000
people were working across
the country.

SEBI Initiating a wide rangeSEBI Initiating a wide rangeSEBI Initiating a wide rangeSEBI Initiating a wide rangeSEBI Initiating a wide range
of measures of reformof measures of reformof measures of reformof measures of reformof measures of reform

• Initiating a wide range of
measures, Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) asked all listed public
sector undertakings (PSUs) to
ensure at least 25 per cent
public shareholding within
three years and unveiled new
norms for research analysts,
employee stock option
schemes as well as reforms to
boost the primary market.

• Besides, the capital market
watchdog has decided to
share know your client (KYC)
information with entities
regulated by other financial
sector watchdogs, a move
aimed at having common norms
across the financial market.

• Approving a slew of reform
measures, the SEBI board said
that all listed PSUs should
achieve a minimum public
shareholding of 25 per cent
within three years.

• The decision, aimed at
ensuring uniformity among
listed entities irrespective of
their promoters, would also
help the government raise close
to Rs.60,000 crore from the sale
of shares in around 36 listed
PSUs where the public
shareholding is less than 25 per
cent.



EconomyEconomyEconomyEconomyEconomy

 http://www.civilservicesmentor.com 4040404040 http://www.iasexamportal.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

• Under current norms,
government undertakings
should have at least 10 per cent
public shareholding whereas
for non-PSU firms the minimum
level is 25 per cent. Looking to
revive the primary market, the
market regulator has eased
norms related to the size of an
initial public offer (IPO) and
pricing of preferential shares
while allowing anchor investors
to have a greater exposure to
the offering.

FMC stop futures trading inFMC stop futures trading inFMC stop futures trading inFMC stop futures trading inFMC stop futures trading in
potatopotatopotatopotatopotato

• The Forward Markets
Commission (FMC) has curbed
futures trading in potato
contracts for July, August and

Karnataka will receive
widespread rains, while the rest
of the country will get either
scattered or isolated rain.

Over 10 % foreign investmentOver 10 % foreign investmentOver 10 % foreign investmentOver 10 % foreign investmentOver 10 % foreign investment
in listed firms treat as FDI:in listed firms treat as FDI:in listed firms treat as FDI:in listed firms treat as FDI:in listed firms treat as FDI:
Mayaram panelMayaram panelMayaram panelMayaram panelMayaram panel

• Seeking to simplify norms, a
government panel has
suggested that foreign
investment of over 10 per cent
in a listed company be treated
as FDI and the one from NRIs
on a non-repatriable basis be
deemed as domestic
investment.

• The panel on rationalising defi-
nitions of FDI and FII, headed
by Finance Secretary Arvind
Mayaram, said foreign invest-
ment in an unlisted company
should be treated as FDI.It aims
at removing ambiguities over
clear demarcation between
FDI and foreign institutional in-
vestment.

• The report also says an investor
may be allowed to invest be-
low the 10 per cent threshold,
and “this can be treated as FDI,
subject to the condition that
the FDI stake is raised to 10 per
cent or beyond within one year
from the date of the first pur-
chase.’’

• If the stake is not raised to 10
per cent or above, then the in-
vestment can be treated as
portfolio investment.Foreign
direct investment is subject to
sectoral caps.

• FDI reflects a lasting interest
and long-term relationship,
while under portfolio invest-
ment, the relationship between
the investor and the company
remains largely anonymous, the
report says.

India should roll out theIndia should roll out theIndia should roll out theIndia should roll out theIndia should roll out the
Goods and Services Tax:Goods and Services Tax:Goods and Services Tax:Goods and Services Tax:Goods and Services Tax:
World BankWorld BankWorld BankWorld BankWorld Bank

• Ahead of the Modi-

September to check prices by
disallowing fresh positions and
hiking the deposit amount on
buyers.

• The FMC has taken this deci-
sion in the backdrop of rising
prices of potato and other es-
sential commodities, which
could be aggravated by the
likelihood of a sub-normal mon-
soon.

Kharif sowing trailing by 17.64%Kharif sowing trailing by 17.64%Kharif sowing trailing by 17.64%Kharif sowing trailing by 17.64%Kharif sowing trailing by 17.64%

• The overall 45 per cent deficiency in the southwest monsoon so far has
impacted kharif sowing, which is lagging by 17.64 per cent over the
previous year. Sowing of rice, pulses, coarse cereals, oilseeds,
sugarcane, cotton, jute and mesta is lower compared to the
corresponding period last year.

• An Agriculture Ministry-headed inter-ministerial group reviewed the
crop and weather situation on Friday. It was informed that rainfall is
deficient in the country as a whole. The deficiency is 62 per cent in
the east and northeast region, 40 per cent in the northwest, 38 per
cent in south Peninsula and 32 per cent in central India.

• Of the 36 met sub-divisions, rain has been deficient in over 14 and
scanty in 13 sub-divisions. It was normal in only five sub-divisions and
excess in four, according to the India Meteorological Department. The
forecast is that till June 26, north-eastern States as well as coastal
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government’s first budget, the
World Bank, suggested that
India should roll out the Goods
and Services Tax (GST),
reduce subsidies, and broaden
tax base to promote growth,
projecting it to be lower at 5.5
per cent for 2014-15, from the
earlier forecast of 5.7 per cent.

• “Implementing the Goods and
Services Tax (regime),
targeting subsidies better, and
broadening the tax base will
help create the fiscal space for
supporting accelerated growth
and poverty reduction,” said
Onno Ruhl, World Bank’s
Country Director-India.

• He was speaking at a function
here to release the World Bank’s
report on Global Economic
Prospects (GEP) 2014. Lead
author of the report Andrew
Burns, too, was present at the
launch of the report in India.

• The report, which was released
globally earlier, has scaled
down economic growth
projection for the current
financial year to 5.5 per cent
from 5.7 per cent estimated in
April.

• “The growth in India is
projected at 5.5 per cent in
2014-15, accelerating to 6.3
per cent in 2015-16 and 6.6
per cent in 2016-17,” the GEP
2014 report says.

SEBI consider level tax fieldSEBI consider level tax fieldSEBI consider level tax fieldSEBI consider level tax fieldSEBI consider level tax field
for investors in bondsfor investors in bondsfor investors in bondsfor investors in bondsfor investors in bonds

• Suggesting uniform tax
treatment for all investors,

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) Chairman
U. K. Sinha, said the
government needed to come
out with a detailed policy on
the matter to remove the
existing ‘anomalies’ in the bond
market.

• At present, tax rates vary for
entities making investments in
bonds.Mr. Sinha said the more
difficult issue pertained to tax
treatment or the withholding
tax for investors in bond market.

• Noting that there were ‘certain
anomalies’, the SEBI chief said
the level of withholding tax for
an FII investing in infrastructure
bonds was different from that
of others.

• Emphasising that procedures
had been simplified for the
corporate bond market, he said
SEBI was in dialogue with
industry to encourage them to
come out with more
issuances.At present, $10
billion is the maximum
investment limit allowed for
entities such as sovereign
wealth funds in government
securities.

• On e-voting facility for
shareholders, Mr. Sinha said
listed companies had to follow
SEBI norms. Recently, the
Corporate Affairs Ministry
extended the time till
December this year for
companies to mandatorily have
e-voting facility under the new
Companies Act.

Centre accepts MayaramCentre accepts MayaramCentre accepts MayaramCentre accepts MayaramCentre accepts Mayaram
panel reportpanel reportpanel reportpanel reportpanel report

• Foreign investment of 10 per
cent or more in a listed company
will now be treated as foreign
direct investment (FDI) as the
government has accepted the
report of a committee on
rationalising definitions of FDI
and FII.

• The Finance Ministry in a
statement said the government
had accepted the report of the
committee headed by Finance
Secretary Arvind Mayaram.

• It said an investor may be
allowed to invest below 10 per
cent and “this can be treated
as FDI subject to the condition
that the FDI stake is raised to
10 per cent or beyond within
one year from the date of the
first purchase”.

• If the stake is not raised to 10
per cent or above, then the
investment can be treated as
portfolio investment.

• Among various
recommendations, the panel
has suggested that foreign
investment in an unlisted
company, irrespective of the
threshold limit, may be treated
as FDI.

India has moved up to 58thIndia has moved up to 58thIndia has moved up to 58thIndia has moved up to 58thIndia has moved up to 58th
rank in terms of foreign moneyrank in terms of foreign moneyrank in terms of foreign moneyrank in terms of foreign moneyrank in terms of foreign money
lying with Swiss bankslying with Swiss bankslying with Swiss bankslying with Swiss bankslying with Swiss banks

• India has moved up to 58th
rank in terms of foreign money
lying with Swiss banks, but it
accounts for a meagre 0.15 per
cent of an estimated $1.6 trillion
total global wealth held in
Switzerland’s banking system.

• The U.K. has retained its top
position with highest share of
close to 20 per cent of global
wealth in Swiss banking
system, followed by the U.S.,
West Indies, Germany and
Guernsey in the top-five in
terms of exposure to banks in
Switzerland.
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• Amid much hue and cry over
huge amounts of illicit wealth
stashed by Indians in Swiss
banks, the latest official data
released by Switzerland’s
central banking authority SNB
shows that Indian money in
Swiss banks rose by 43 per cent
during 2013 to close to Rs.
14,000 crore (2.03 billion Swiss
francs), pushing its global
ranking up from 70th at the end
of 2012.The rankings are based
on the direct client exposure
as also the funds held through
‘fiduciaries’ or wealth
managers with a total of 283
banks in Switzerland.

RBI fixed schedules forRBI fixed schedules forRBI fixed schedules forRBI fixed schedules forRBI fixed schedules for
regulatory approvalsregulatory approvalsregulatory approvalsregulatory approvalsregulatory approvals

• Moving to a time-defined pro-
cess, the Reserve Bank of In-
dia, fixed schedules for various
regulatory approvals, including
grant of private bank licence,
and also released a citizens’
charter for its various services
such as clearing of transactions.

• The release of ‘Timelines for
Regulatory Approvals’ and
’Citizens’ Charter’ for delivery
of services on the RBI’s website
is a part of implementation of
n o n - l e g i s l a t i v e
recommendations of the
Financial Sector Legislative
Reforms Commission (FSLRC),
the central bank said in a
notification.

• In case an applicant does not
get a response within the
indicated timeline, they can
approach the head of the
department, who will respond
with status of the application,
the reason for delay, request for
additional information and
likely time for disposal of the
application, it added.

• As per the citizens’ charter for
RBI’s departments which have
public interface, deposit
accounts department should
issue cheque book within 20
minutes and demand draft
should be issued in an hour,
among others.

• Besides, refinance facility and
disbursement of loans should
take place in the same day of
application while clearing
should be completed by three
days.

• Similarly, timelines have been
fixed for in principle approval
to banks for IPO, preferential
issues of capital and qualified
institutional placements (30
days) and authorisation for
import of gold and silver by
banks (60 days).

• As per one recommendation of
the FSLRC, all regulators are
required to move to a time-
defined approval process,
subject to applicable laws, for
all permissions including
licence to do business, as well
as launch of products and
services.

Sugar prices rises on importSugar prices rises on importSugar prices rises on importSugar prices rises on importSugar prices rises on import
duty hikeduty hikeduty hikeduty hikeduty hike

• Sugar prices jumped by at least
Rs. 10 per kg in the market after
the government decided to
increase import duty on the
sweetener and continue with
the export subsidy to give relief
to the industry that owes Rs.
15,000 crore to sugarcane
growers.

• Market sentiment was affected
as the government announced
a slew of measures for millers,
including an additional
interest-free loan of up to Rs.
4,400 crore.

• At a meeting convened by
Union Food Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, it was decided to raise
sugar import duty to 40 per
cent from 15 per cent and
provide export subsidy of Rs.
3,300 per tonne till September
this year.

Disinvestment target likely toDisinvestment target likely toDisinvestment target likely toDisinvestment target likely toDisinvestment target likely to
be revisedbe revisedbe revisedbe revisedbe revised

• With stock markets on an upturn
and SEBI pushing for minimum
25 per cent public holding in
PSUs, the Disinvestment
Department is likely to revise
upwards from the Rs.51,925
crore PSU stake sale target for
the current fiscal.

• The new government is eyeing
higher funds from PSU stake
sales. There will be some
companies which will be fast
tracked for stake sale in the
current fiscal in view of 25 per
cent public holding norm.

Centre to collaborate withCentre to collaborate withCentre to collaborate withCentre to collaborate withCentre to collaborate with
States to fight inflationStates to fight inflationStates to fight inflationStates to fight inflationStates to fight inflation
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• To keep a check on inflation in
the wake of a weak monsoon,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pushed for “proactive”
coordination between the
Centre and States in
implementing contingency
plans and asked the States to
set up fast-track courts to
sternly deal with hoarders.

• At a high-level inter-ministerial
meeting convened by him to
discuss food security and
monsoon situation, the Prime
Minister reviewed the
availability of water and seeds
and directed that fodder grids
be formed for a long-term
solution to the problem of
drying grazing lands for
livestock in rain-fed areas.
The meeting, attended among
others by Union Ministers
Rajnath Singh, Arun Jaitley, Ram
Vilas Paswan, Radha Mohan
Singh and Uma Bharti, decided
to extend by three months the
period till when States should
implement the National Food
Security Act, which provides
for concessional foodgrains to
75 per cent identified
beneficiaries. Earlier, State
governments had to implement
the Act by July 4, 2014, within
365 days of it coming into force
(on July 5, 2013). Only five
States are ready for
implementation of the Act.

• It gave a go-ahead for setting a
minimum export price of $450
per tonne for potato to
discourage exports and check
the rising price of the tuber.
Onion supplies have improved
over the last week easing
prices, but the price of potato
has gone up by about 30 per
cent compared to last year.
India exports between one to
two lakh tonne potatoes
annually.

• Monsoon has so far been

delayed in parts of Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Gujarat, hitting kharif
sowing in paddy and cotton.It
was informed at the meeting
that monsoon will revive by July
7 and the El-Nino effect in
August-September will be
lower than initially expected.

• Steps to tackle inflation were
yielding results and the
Agriculture Ministry was ready
with a contingency plan for 500
districts in case the monsoon
failed to revive, the Prime
Minister was informed.

• The government announced
only a modest hike in the
minimum support price of
paddy and pulses to contain
inflation.

Ranbaxy gets FDA nodRanbaxy gets FDA nodRanbaxy gets FDA nodRanbaxy gets FDA nodRanbaxy gets FDA nod

• Ranbaxy Laboratories has re-
ceived approval from the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to launch a cheaper
copy of Novartis AG’s blood
pressure pill Diovan, bolstering
its outlook after a raft of regula-
tory bans for poor production
quality at its India facilities
dented investor sentiment.

• Ranbaxy, which is in the
process of being acquired by
Sun Pharmaceutical Industries
for $3.2 billion, will be the first
rival drugmaker to launch a
copy of Diovan in the United
States, and will be entitled to
six months of exclusivity to sell
it.

• The drug, whose chemical
name is valsartan, should add
about $200 million to Ranbaxy’s

sales and $100 million to its
profit after tax during the
exclusive sale period, said
Praful Bohra, a senior research
analyst at Mumbai-based
brokerage Nirmal Bang.

• Swiss firm Novartis’s once-best
selling drug Diovan lost patent
protection in September, 2012,
but it has been spared generic
competition because Ranbaxy,
which holds the right to launch
the first generic of Diovan, was
struggling with quality control
issues at its manufacturing sites.

• The FDA has banned all of
Ranbaxy’s India-based plants
under a wider scrutiny of the
country’s $15-billion
pharmaceutical industry, which
is the largest supplier of
medicines to the United
States.

ONGC plans to investONGC plans to investONGC plans to investONGC plans to investONGC plans to invest
Rs.5,700 crRs.5,700 crRs.5,700 crRs.5,700 crRs.5,700 cr

• Oil and Natural Gas Corp
(ONGC) said it would invest
over Rs.5,700 crore in re-
development of its giant
Mumbai High (North) oil and
gas field off the west coast. The
project will yield an
incremental 6.997 million
tonnes of crude oil and 5.253
billion cubic metres of gas by
2030, the company said in a
statement here.

• The board of ONGC approved
the proposal for re-
development of its giant
offshore field, Mumbai High
(North), involving a capital
investment of Rs.5,706.47
crore, including foreign
exchange component of
Rs.4,421.76 crore.

• The project is designed to
carry forward the success of the
previous two editions of re-
development projects of the
fields that were discovered
four decades ago. This will give
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a new lease of life to the giant
field.

Price Stabilisation FundPrice Stabilisation FundPrice Stabilisation FundPrice Stabilisation FundPrice Stabilisation Fund
Scheme may be modifiedScheme may be modifiedScheme may be modifiedScheme may be modifiedScheme may be modified

• The Union Commerce Ministry
is trying to modify the Price
Stabilisation Fund Scheme so
as to lower the price threshold
at which the fund gets
activated. The Rs.500-crore
Fund, which lapsed in 2013, is
being re-launched, according
to a Union Commerce Ministry
official.

• The commodity fund was
established in 2003 to help
industries engaged in
producing four commodities
—- tea, coffee, tobacco and
natural rubber. The idea behind

setting up the fund was to help
the trade stay in business by
extending them support if
there is a drop in their
commodity prices… the idea
was to establish India as a
reliable supplier in the
international markets.

• As per current rules, prices of
certain commodities have to
drop 20 per cent in
international markets for the
fund to kick in.This was
considered stringent, and the
Commerce Ministry has never
had to operate the fund.Now a
move is afoot to revive the fund
and lower the threshold to 10
per cent.

American pharma companiesAmerican pharma companiesAmerican pharma companiesAmerican pharma companiesAmerican pharma companies
favour dialogue with Indiafavour dialogue with Indiafavour dialogue with Indiafavour dialogue with Indiafavour dialogue with India

• Top executives of American
pharma companies favour
‘dialogue’ with India and ‘not
confrontation’ to address their
concerns on key issues like the

protection of intellectual
property (IP) and clinical trials.

• Arguing that global pharma
companies share the same goal
of ‘patient first’ with that of the
Indian government, corporate
executives attending the day-
long ‘U.S.-India BioPharma and
Healthcare Summit’, organised
by the USA-India Chamber of
Commerce.

• While asserting there can be no
compromise on IP protection
issues, executives from top U.S.
pharma companies said that
they were willing to work with
India like — tier pricing — to
come out with a solution, which
is acceptable to both parties.
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Sun-observing IRISSun-observing IRISSun-observing IRISSun-observing IRISSun-observing IRIS

• Nasa’s sun-observing IRIS (In-
terface Region Imaging Spec-
trograph) spacecraft has cap-
tured its first stunning close-up
of a colossal coronal mass
ejection(CME) erupting from
the sun.

• The field of view for this imag-
ery is about five times the width
of earth and about seven-and-
half times its length, a tremen-
dous sheet of solar material can
be seen erupting in a latest
video released by Nasa.

• The view is unprecedented for
IRIS which was launched in
June last year to observe the
lowest levels of the sun’s atmo-
sphere with better resolution
than ever before.

• IRIS must commit to pointing
at certain areas of the sun at
least a day in advance, so
catching a CME in the act in-
volves some educated guesses
and a little bit of luck.

• Kepler-10c was originally spot-
ted by NASA’s Kepler space-
craft. Kepler-10c was known to
have a diameter of about 18,000
miles, 2.3 times as large as Earth.
This suggested it fell into a cat-
egory of planets known as mini-
Neptunes, which have thick,
gaseous envelopes. The team
used the HARPS-North instru-
ment on the Telescopio
Nazionale Galileo (TNG) in the
Canary Islands to measure the
mass of Kepler-10c. They found
that it weighed 17 times as
much as Earth – far more than
expected. This showed that
Kepler-10c must have a dense
composition of rocks and other
solids.

New supercomputer unveiledNew supercomputer unveiledNew supercomputer unveiledNew supercomputer unveiledNew supercomputer unveiled
by IIT-Kanpurby IIT-Kanpurby IIT-Kanpurby IIT-Kanpurby IIT-Kanpur

• One of India’s top educational
institutes, the Indian Institute
Of Technology at Kanpur

Kepler -10cKepler-10cKepler-10cKepler-10cKepler-10c

• Astronomers have discovered
the “Godzilla” of all Earths – a
new type of rocky planet that
weighs 17 times as much as our
planet and is more than twice
as large in size, a surprising find
that could change scientists’
understanding of the origins of
the universe.

• The newly found mega-Earth,
Kepler-10c, circles a Sun-like
star once every 45 days. It is
located about 560 light-years
from Earth in the constellation
Draco. Theorists believed such
a world could not form because
anything so hefty would grab
hydrogen gas as it grew and
become a Jupiter-like gas giant.
This planet, though, is all solid
and much bigger than previ-
ously discovered “super-
Earths,” making it a “mega-
Earth.”
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(IIT-K) has unveiled a new
supercomputer recently.

• It is the second supercomputer
that has been developed by
the prestigious institute. The
computer has been ranked fifth
in the country in terms of per-
formance and 130th in the list
of world top 500
supercomputers.

• According to Srivastava , the
machine operate at a peak per-
formance of 307.2 Terra Flops
(TF) and a realised perfor-
mance of about 249 TF.

• They said the new machine
would be used for regular edu-
cation, research and training
purposes.

• The machine has been
launched after extensive re-
search by a seasoned team and
the engineers behind the
project felt that this is one of
the best supercomputers.

• The project cost Rs 48 crore to
the institute.

Renewable power in GermanyRenewable power in GermanyRenewable power in GermanyRenewable power in GermanyRenewable power in Germany

• May 11, 2014 was a red letter
day for renewable power in
Germany. The biggest clean
energy market reached an en-
viable record of almost 75 per
cent renewable market share
for several hours that day. Ger-
many faces its own travails over
its chosen path.

• Germany is indeed avoiding
blackouts-by opening new coal
and gas fired plants. Renew-
able electricity is proving so un-
reliable and chaotic that it is
starting to undermine the sta-
bility of the European grid and
provoke international inci-
dents.

• The spiraling cost of the
renewables surge has sparked
a backlash, including govern-
ment proposals to slash subsi-
dies and deployment rates.

• For all modes of power genera-
tion, capacity factor — CF (the

amount of electricity, a genera-
tor produces in a year divided
by the amount it will produce
if it ran at full capacity for all
8,760 hrs a year) — is impor-
tant. Typically during 2012, CFs
(per cent) in Germany were, for
solar: 11; wind: 17; fossil fuel:
80 and for nuclear: 94.

• Since India has in place an am-
bitious renewable energy
programme, we must learn from
the experiences of other coun-
tries particularly Germany;
Germany’s tryst with renew-
able power is often taken as a
model.

• India must promote all modes
of power generation including
solar and wind. Copious sun-
shine and abundant wind may
lead to over production in the
grid. Balancing the grid may be
a challenge. Central Govern-
ment must organise a system-
atic review of the challenges to
arrive at India- centric solu-
tions.

Scientists develop water-Scientists develop water-Scientists develop water-Scientists develop water-Scientists develop water-
based organic batterybased organic batterybased organic batterybased organic batterybased organic battery

• Scientists have developed a
water-based organic battery
that is long lasting and built from
cheap, eco-friendly
components.The new battery
- which uses no metals or toxic
materials - is intended for use
in power plants, where it can
make the energy grid more re-
silient and efficient by creating
a large-scale means to store
energy for use as needed.

• “The batteries last for about
5,000 recharge cycles, giving
them an estimated 15 year
lifespan,” said Sri Narayan, pro-
fessor of chemistry at the Uni-
versity of Southern California
Dornsife College of Letters, Arts
and Sciences and the corre-
sponding author of the
study.”Lithium ion batteries
degrade after around 1,000
cycles, and cost 10 times more
to manufacture,” Narayan said.

• Narayan collaborated with
Surya Prakash, professor of
chemistry and director of the
USC Loker Hydrocarbon Re-
search Institute, as well as USC’s
Bo Yang, Lena Hoober—
Burkhardt, and Fang
Wang.”Such organic flow bat-
teries will be game-changers
for grid electrical energy stor-
age in terms of simplicity, cost,
reliability and sustainability,”
said Prakash.

• Solar panels and wind turbines
are inherently unreliable which
makes it difficult for power
companies to rely on them to
meet customer demand.With
batteries to store surplus en-
ergy and then dole it out as
needed, that sporadic
unreliability could cease to be
such an issue, researchers said.

• “Mega-scale energy storage is
a critical problem in the future
of the renewable energy, re-
quiring inexpensive and eco—
friendly solutions,” Narayan
said.The new battery is based
on a redox flow design — simi-
lar in design to a fuel cell, with
two tanks of electroactive ma-
terials dissolved in water.

• The solutions are pumped into
a cell containing a membrane
between the two fluids with
electrodes on either side, re-
leasing energy.The design has
the advantage of decoupling
power from energy.The tanks
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of electroactive materials can
be made as large as needed —
increasing total amount of en-
ergy the system can store — or
the central cell can be
tweaked to release that energy
faster or slower, altering the
amount of power (energy re-
leased over time) that the sys-
tem can generate.

• While previous battery designs
have used metals or toxic
chemicals, Narayan and Prakash
wanted to find an organic com-
pound that could be dissolved
in water.Such a system would
create a minimal impact on the
environment, and would likely
be cheap, they figured.

• They found that certain natu-
rally occurring quinones —
oxidised organic compounds
— fit the bill. Quinones are
found in plants, fungi, bacte-
ria, and some animals, and are
involved in photosynthesis and
cellular respiration.The re-
search was published in the
Journal of the Electrochemical
Society.

New algae species couldNew algae species couldNew algae species couldNew algae species couldNew algae species could
provide valuable biofuelprovide valuable biofuelprovide valuable biofuelprovide valuable biofuelprovide valuable biofuel

• The discovery of a new species
of macro algae along the coast
at south Goa could open up
vast reserves of biofuel besides
providing raw material for anti-
cancer drugs.A variety of
macro algae was last discov-
ered some 45 years back in the
coastal region of Chennai.

• Such macro algae can be a rich
source of biomass,” said Felix

Bast, principle investigator and
scientist at the Centre for Bio-
sciences, Central University of
Punjab. “Macro algae or sea-
weed changes its morphology
frequently and hence it is ex-
tremely tough to record or find
out about various species.

• Algae larger than 100
micrometre in size is termed a
macro algae, or seaweed, in
layman’s language. The new
species has been named
Cladophora goensis Bast after
the researcher who found it.
Green marine algae is respon-
sible for the phenomenon of
the massive green tides occur-
ring in Goa, due to the explo-
sive growth of seaweeds.

• This is a rapidly growing algae
which cultivates in marine ar-
eas only and in water with sa-
linity greater than 30ppm,” said
Bast. Apart from the possibility
of this being used as a raw ma-
terial for biofuel, it can be cul-
tivated and used in the pro-
duction of FDA-approved anti-
cancer drugs.

• The team of researchers in-
cluding Felix Bast and his stu-
dents Aijaz Ahmad John and
Satej Bhushan used DNA se-
quencing techniques to estab-
lish their findings.The research-
ers said this bloom forming al-
gae needs some hard sub-
strata or rock-like substance to
grow on and was seen to be
growing on mooring lines,
buoys, hulls of wooden din-
ghies and intertidal substrata,
including natural rocks and
concrete breakwaters. Its mor-
phological characters distin-
guish it from its earlier species
including the green pigment-
chloroplast- containing organic
cell.

El Niño in 2014El Niño in 2014El Niño in 2014El Niño in 2014El Niño in 2014

• The El Niño weather phenom-

enon, which can cause global
famines, floods and even wars,
has a 90 per cent chance of
striking this year, according to
the latest forecast released .

• El Niño begins as a giant pool
of warm water swelling in the
eastern tropical Pacific that sets
off a chain reaction of weather
events around the world, some
devastating and some benefi-
cial.

• India is expected to be the first
to suffer, with weaker monsoon
rains, followed by further
scorching droughts in Austra-
lia and collapsing fisheries off
South America. But some re-
gions could benefit, in particu-
lar the U.S., where El Niño is
seen as the “great wet hope”,
bringing rains that could break
the searing drought in the west.

• The knock-on effects can im-
pact even more widely, from
cutting global gold prices to
making England’s World Cup
footballers sweat a little more.

Earth size white dwarf starEarth size white dwarf starEarth size white dwarf starEarth size white dwarf starEarth size white dwarf star
found in spacefound in spacefound in spacefound in spacefound in space

• A team of astronomers has iden-
tified possibly the coldest,
faintest white dwarf star ever
detected. This ancient stellar
remnant is so cold that its car-
bon has crystallised, forming, in
effect, an earth-sized diamond
in space.

• It is likely its age is the same as
of the Milky Way, approximately
11 billion years old.It is a really
remarkable object,” said David
Kaplan, professor at University
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of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in the
US.These things should be out
there, but because they are so
dim they are very hard to find.

• Kaplan and his colleagues
found this stellar gem using the
National Radio Astronomy
Observatory’s (NRAO) Green
Bank Telescope (GBT) and
Very Long Baseline Array
(VLBA), as well as other
observatories.White dwarfs are
extremely dense end-states of
stars that have collapsed.

• The researchers calculated that
the white dwarf would be no
more than a comparatively cool
3,000 degrees Kelvin (2,700
degrees Celsius).Astronomers
believe that such a cool, col-
lapsed star would be largely
crystallised carbon, not unlike
a diamond.The findings were
published in the Astrophysical
Journal.

‘Super-adapted’ chikungunya‘Super-adapted’ chikungunya‘Super-adapted’ chikungunya‘Super-adapted’ chikungunya‘Super-adapted’ chikungunya
virus a possibilityvirus a possibilityvirus a possibilityvirus a possibilityvirus a possibility

• The chikungunya virus circulat-
ing in parts of India as well as
Sri Lanka and South-East Asia
could gain the ability to spread
more efficiently by combining
mutations, becoming ‘super-
adapted’ for transmission by
the Asian tiger mosquito,
Aedes albopictus, according to
research published recently.

• The virus has been primarily
transmitted by the Aedes
aegypti mosquito. However, ten
years back, a novel form of the
virus emerged in coastal Kenya,
which then spread to countries

around the Indian Ocean, in-
cluding India, causing huge
outbreaks.

• Strains of this virus found in is-
lands off Africa, states in India
such as Kerala, Sri Lanka and in
countries in South-East Asia
had a mutation that allowed it
to be passed on by the A.
albopictus mosquito as well.
The mutation changed the vi-
rus’ E1 protein.

• Subsequently, an additional
mutation was discovered in a
virus isolated in Kerala in 2009
and from Orissa a year later that
altered the viral E2 protein.The
mutation, known as ‘E2-
L210Q,’ further enhanced the
virus’ ability to replicate in the
A. albopictus mosquito and
thereby increase its circulation
among humans.

• A team of scientists led by Scott
C. Weaver of the University of
Texas Medical Branch at
Galveston in the U.S. has iden-
tified more E2 mutations, each
of which, along with the
change in the E1 protein, made
the virus more efficient in es-
tablishing itself in A. albopictus.

• One of these mutations, ‘E2-
K252Q,’ first turned up in a vi-
rus isolated in Kerala in 2007
and later in viruses from South-
East Asia.More ominously, their
paper published recently in
Nature Communications also
provided experimental evi-
dence that a ‘super-adapted’
form of the virus could poten-
tially emerge by combining E2
mutations.

• A lab-created virus with both
the E2-L210Q and E2-K252Q
mutations was far more effec-
tive than either one of those
mutations at colonising A.
albopictus.The findings indi-
cated that even more efficient
chikungunya virus transmission
by A. albopictus “will likely

evolve when combinations of
these second-step mutations
occur in their current ranges of
endemic circulation in India
and Southeast Asia, followed
by their likely global spread,”
the scientists noted in the pa-
per.

Full capacity attained inFull capacity attained inFull capacity attained inFull capacity attained inFull capacity attained in
Kudankulam reactorKudankulam reactorKudankulam reactorKudankulam reactorKudankulam reactor

• The Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Project crossed the
much-awaited milestone as the
first reactor of the upcoming
nuclear park attained its maxi-
mum capacity of 1,000 MW.

• The Nuclear Power Corporation
of India Limited (NPCIL) engi-
neers were operating 1,000
MWe reactors built with VVER
technology, supplied by
Atomstroyexports, Russia.

• When the reactor reached 90
per cent of its capacity on May
5 last, it was expected that the
first unit would attain the maxi-
mum power generation capac-
ity within a week or so.

• Though the NPCIL had origi-
nally planned to commission
the first of the 2 X 1,000 MWe
reactor within five years from
the date of ‘first pouring of con-
crete’, the completely new
technology for the NPCIL tech-
nocrats, a range of technical is-
sues, delayed supply of com-
ponents, incorporation of ad-
ditional safety measures, anti-
KKNPP struggle and other rea-
sons delayed its completion.
Finally, the reactor is now ready
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for commercial power genera-
tion 11 months after it attained
criticality last year.

PSLV C23 successfully putPSLV C23 successfully putPSLV C23 successfully putPSLV C23 successfully putPSLV C23 successfully put
five foreign satellitesfive foreign satellitesfive foreign satellitesfive foreign satellitesfive foreign satellites

• India’s Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle C-23 successfully put
five foreign satellites into orbit
in the presence of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi at the Indian
Space Research Organisation’s
spaceport in Sriharikota.

• In a smooth 20-minute mission,
the ISRO launched the 714-kg
French earth observation satel-
lite SPOT-7, the 14-kg German
AISAT, the two 15-kg Canadian
NLS7.1 (CAN-X4) and NLS7.2
(CAN-X5) and the 7-kg
Singapore VELOX-1. Following
a “perfect” lift-off at 9.52 a.m.,
the PSLV-C23’s four stages
came to life and fell off as pro-
grammed — the 4-storey heat
shield which protected the sat-
ellites from turbulence, split in
two and fell into the Bay of Ben-
gal. Soon, all five were in their
slots at a height of more than
660 km.

• Observing that 40 of the 67
PSLV satellites were put into
orbit from 19 foreign countries,
Mr. Modi said it was “a global
endorsement of India’s capa-
bilities”.

ISRO must develop SaarcISRO must develop SaarcISRO must develop SaarcISRO must develop SaarcISRO must develop Saarc
satellite- PMsatellite- PMsatellite- PMsatellite- PMsatellite- PM

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi

asked India’s space community
to take up “the challenge of de-
veloping a Saarc satellite”
which can be dedicated to
“our neighbourhood, as a gift
from India”.

• He suggested that the Saarc
satellite could provide a full
range of applications and ser-
vices to all neighbours of India.
He also asked the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
“to enlarge the footprint of our
satellite-based navigation sys-
tem to cover all of South India.”

• Mr. Modi, who addressed the
ISRO employees from the Mis-
sion Control Centre (MCC) at
Sriharikota after the Polar Sat-
ellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-
C23) successfully put five for-
eign satellites into orbit, wanted
the ISRO to develop more ad-
vanced satellites with higher
degree of computation, imag-
ing and transmission. “We must
expand our satellite footprint
in terms of frequency and qual-
ity.”

• The Prime Minister praised
India’s space scientists for help-
ing the country become a self-
reliant space power. India
could be proud that its space
programme was indigenous
and the country developed it
despite international hurdles.

Akash ready for induction intoAkash ready for induction intoAkash ready for induction intoAkash ready for induction intoAkash ready for induction into
ArmyArmyArmyArmyArmy

• The DRDO-developed air de-
fence missile system was suc-
cessfully test-fired by the Army
and hit an unmanned aerial

vehicle.The Army on Wednes-
day fired a surface-to-air Akash
missile, which intercepted a
fast-moving, small unmanned
aerial vehicle called Banshee at
an altitude of 30 metres above
the sea level.

• The interception proved the
missile’s capability against sub-
sonic cruise missile, said offi-
cials from the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO) which
developed Akash.
Wednesday’s launch was the
last among the validation trials
done by the Army on the
missile’s production model.

• A modern radar, which forms
part of the entire Akash system,
continuously tracked the low-
flying target. Special tech-
niques developed by the
DRDO for overcoming the re-
flections of the target vehicle
Banshee coming from the sea
worked perfectly in the mis-
sion. With this flight trial, the
Army had accomplished all the
validation trials on the missile’s
production model and the
Akash system was being deliv-
ered for induction into the
Army.

• Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL), Hyderabad, is produc-
ing the missile for the Army, the
Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL) is the production agency
for the Air Force. BEL and BDL
were executing production
orders for more than Rs.23,000
crore of the Akash missile sys-
tem.
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Ceat AwardsCeat AwardsCeat AwardsCeat AwardsCeat Awards

• India’s top batsman Virat Kohli
has won the Ceat International
Cricketer of the Year award
while off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin, the fastest player from
the country to pick 100 Test
wickets, bagged the Indian
Player of the Year award for
2013-14.

• Left-handed opener Shikhar
Dhawan was named the Inter-
national Player of the Year while
Robin Uthappa, who was part
of the triumphant Karnataka
Ranji Trophy team, clinched the
Domestic Cricketer of the Year
honour.

• Kohli had won the best player
award in 2011-12 too. India’s
under-19 cricketer Vijay Zol got
the Young Player of the Year
award while yesteryear
stumper Syed Kirmani, one of
the finest behind the stumps
who was also part of the 1983

• McAfee, part of Intel Security,
has brought out ‘Red Card
Club’ list showcasing the top 11
Brazil-bound football players
whose web pages are consid-
ered to be risky for fans to
search for online.

• Other names in include Spain’s
Iker Cassillas, Karim Ziani (Al-
geria), Karim Benzema
(France), Paulinho (Brazil),
Edinson Cavani (Uruguay),
Fernando Torres (Spain), Eden
Hazard (Belgium) and Gerard
Pique (Spain).

National Sports Talent SearchNational Sports Talent SearchNational Sports Talent SearchNational Sports Talent SearchNational Sports Talent Search
SystemSystemSystemSystemSystem

• Government has promised to
facilitate development and
promotion of sports, particu-
larly rural sports, and said it will
launch a National Sports Talent
Search System.

• Addressing the first joint sitting
of Parliament after the recent
Lok Sabha polls, President
Pranab Mukherjee said the new

World Cup winning team, was
honoured with the Lifetime
Achievement Award. Kirmani
played in 88 Tests and 49 ODIs.

• Australian Mitchell Johnson,
who was instrumental in his
country winning the Ashes Se-
ries in overwhelming fashion
against England at home, and
compatriot Glenn Maxwell re-
ceived the Test Player of the
Year and Popular Choice
awards respectively, while
Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib
Al Hasan got the T20 Player of
the award.

Riskiest online searches listRiskiest online searches listRiskiest online searches listRiskiest online searches listRiskiest online searches list
for footballersfor footballersfor footballersfor footballersfor footballers

• Cybercriminals are most likely
to use names of famous
footballers like Cristiano
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi to lure
netizens to malicious
webpages designed to infect
them with malware, cyber se-
curity firm McAfee said.



SportsSportsSportsSportsSports

http://www.iasexamportal.com 5151515151  http://www.civilservicesmentor.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

government will also formulate
a National Education Policy and
set up IITs and IIMs in every
State. Maintaining that India is
the world’s oldest civilisation
and today it is also a country
with the largest population of
the youth, the President said
government must equip and
nurture the youth with the right
kind of education, skill-set and
opportunity to reap this demo-
graphic dividend.

Nadal’s ninth titleNadal’s ninth titleNadal’s ninth titleNadal’s ninth titleNadal’s ninth title

• After all the consecutive victo-
ries and the confidently
clenched fists, after the new
hires and the new attitude, the
2014 French Open was just
another red-clay rerun for
Novak Djokovic.

• He arrived in Paris full of fresh
and legitimate hope.

IOA seeks views on AsiadIOA seeks views on AsiadIOA seeks views on AsiadIOA seeks views on AsiadIOA seeks views on Asiad

• The Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (IOA) has sought the views
of its members about submit-
ting a bid for hosting the Asian
Games in 2019.

• With the deadline for submit-
ting the bid being July 1, the
secretary general of the IOA,
Rajeev Mehta, has written to the
members, stating that there was
not enough time to call a gen-
eral body meeting.

• “The Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports has already shown
its keenness in supporting a bid
from IOA to host the Games.

ViswanathanViswanathanViswanathanViswanathanViswanathan
Anand joint ninthAnand joint ninthAnand joint ninthAnand joint ninthAnand joint ninth

• Five-time world champion
Viswanathan Anand got off to
a sedate start with two draws
and ended up joint ninth after
the end of the fifth round of
World Rapid Chess Champion-
ship .

• A couple of draws at the be-
ginning against Ivan Salgado
Lopez of Spain and Maxim
Matlakov of Russia in the first
two rounds for Anand were fol-
lowed by a couple of victories
coming at the expense of his
new full time ‘second’
Sandipan Chanda and Russian
Vladimir Fedoseev.

• But a draw in the fifth round
with Viktor Laznicka of Czech
Republic saw the Indian ace
slump a little in the strongest
ever rapid chess tournament of
the world.

He will depart again without
the trophy, which is officially
called the Coupe des
Mousquetaires but which is
clearly in need of a name
change at this belief-beggaring
stage of the tournament’s his-
tory.

• In the modern era, no man has
had a tighter grip on a Grand
Slam event than Rafael Nadal,
whose 3-6, 7-5, 6-2, 6-4 victory
over Djokovic allowed him to
win his ninth French Open by
the age of just 28.

Seventh women’s hockey World Cup titleSeventh women’s hockey World Cup titleSeventh women’s hockey World Cup titleSeventh women’s hockey World Cup titleSeventh women’s hockey World Cup title

• Olympic gold medallists The Netherlands defeated Australia 2-0 in the
title showdown to clinch the women’s hockey World Cup .

• This was the fourth time these two nations met in the women’s World
Cup final and The Netherlands has won three of them. Out of 13
women’s World Cups since its inception in 1974, the Dutch have won
it seven times.

• Captain Maartje Paumen, one of the four Dutch players winning her
second World Cup gold, put her team ahead in the 12th minute with a
penalty stroke conversion. The penalty stroke was awarded when Ross
Dross was brought down by the goalkeeper and a defender inside the
circle.
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India fifth in the shootingIndia fifth in the shootingIndia fifth in the shootingIndia fifth in the shootingIndia fifth in the shooting
World CupWorld CupWorld CupWorld CupWorld Cup

• National champion Sanjeev
Rajput shot 1160 to take the
26th spot in the men’s free rifle
3-position event, but India had
the honour of finishing fifth in
the medals table, in the shoot-
ing World Cup at Maribor,
Slovenia.

• Rajput shot 386 in kneeling, 394
in prone and 380 in standing,
16 points short of his national
record 1176, and missed the
final by 10 points.

• Gagan Narang was in awful
form, finished second from last
among 52 shooters with a score
of 1141. It was his third lowest
total in an international compe-
tition in the event.

• India was fifth out of 14 coun-
tries that won at least one
medal, in an overall field of 59
countries, thanks to a gold and
silver by Jitu Rai and a bronze
by Ayonika Paul.China (7) and
Germany (4) finished in that
order with three gold medals.

Amla named South Africa testAmla named South Africa testAmla named South Africa testAmla named South Africa testAmla named South Africa test
captaincaptaincaptaincaptaincaptain

• South African cricket broke
new ground with the appoint-

ment of Hashim Amla as test
captain, the first black cricketer
to hold the post permanently
in a sport long seen to be domi-
nated by whites.

• Cricket South Africa (CSA) had
identified Amla, one-day skip-
per AB de Villiers and
Twenty20 leader Faf du Plessis
as the potential successors to
Graeme Smith, who retired from
the international game in
March.

• Having initially ruled himself
out, Amla had a change of heart
in recent weeks and will now
lead the side to Sri Lanka for a
two-match series next month.

• Amla believes it is the right time
for him to take over after the
loss of senior players Smith and
Jacques Kallis in the past six
months.

Srinivasan set to take over asSrinivasan set to take over asSrinivasan set to take over asSrinivasan set to take over asSrinivasan set to take over as
chairman of ICCchairman of ICCchairman of ICCchairman of ICCchairman of ICC

• BCCI’s president-in-exile N.
Srinivasan is set to take over as
the chairman of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) at
this week’s annual conference
in Melbourne.

• BCCI secretary Sanjay Patel
confirmed that Srinivasan was
going to Melbourne. “By the
month-end, India will take a
leading role in the ICC.

Sourav Ganguly joined Mudgal CommitteeSourav Ganguly joined Mudgal CommitteeSourav Ganguly joined Mudgal CommitteeSourav Ganguly joined Mudgal CommitteeSourav Ganguly joined Mudgal Committee

• Sourav Ganguly, the former Indian cricket captain, joined the Mudgal
Committee on IPL spot-fixing as an expert on cricketing affairs.The
Mudgal committee headed by Justice (retired) Mukul Mudgal is prob-
ing IPL betting and spot fixing scandals of 2013.

• It is investigating on the 13 names submitted by it to Supreme Court in
a sealed envelope in February 2014 after a preliminary inquiry. It was
appointed in October 2013 by the Supreme Court to investigate the
fixing allegations that took place during the IPL’s 2013 season.

• The Supreme Court in its direction asked the probe committee to
select a cricketer of impeccable repute and integrity to help the com-
mittee on the cricketing matters related to IPL betting and spot fixing.
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Saina Nehwal won AustralianSaina Nehwal won AustralianSaina Nehwal won AustralianSaina Nehwal won AustralianSaina Nehwal won Australian
Open Super Series titleOpen Super Series titleOpen Super Series titleOpen Super Series titleOpen Super Series title

• Saina Nehwal, Indian badmin-
ton ace, on 29 June 2014 won
750000 US dollar Australian
Open Super Series by defeat-
ing Carolina Marin of Spain in
straight-game 21-18, 21-11 in
final played at Sydney.

• This is the second title win of
the year for sixth-seeded, Saina
Nehwal. The previous title for
her was Indian Open
Grandprix Gold in Delhi. On the
other hand, this was first World
Super Series final for World
Number 11, Carolina Marin.

35th National Games to be35th National Games to be35th National Games to be35th National Games to be35th National Games to be
held in Keralaheld in Keralaheld in Keralaheld in Keralaheld in Kerala

• 35th National Games dates
were announced at

Thiruvananthapuram by Indian
Olympic Association (IOA).
The games will be held at 32
different venues across seven
districts of Kerala from 31 Janu-
ary to 14 February 2015. The
dates for the games were for-
mally approved by Union Min-
ister for Sports and Youth Af-
fairs Sarbanand Sonowal on
behalf of Government of India.

• The 35th National Games will
be held in 36 disciplines and
will see a total of 11641 partici-
pants that includes 7744 ath-
letes. The participants will
compete for a total of 365 gold
and silver medals as well as 477
bronze medals.This is for the
second time Kerala will be host-
ing the National Games. For the
first time, Kerala conducted the
27th National Games in 1987.
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Russian mathematician receives the 2014 Abel PrizeRussian mathematician receives the 2014 Abel PrizeRussian mathematician receives the 2014 Abel PrizeRussian mathematician receives the 2014 Abel PrizeRussian mathematician receives the 2014 Abel Prize walk, Sinai-Ruelle-Bowen
measures, and Pirogov-Sinai
theory.

Salman Rushdie wins the 2014Salman Rushdie wins the 2014Salman Rushdie wins the 2014Salman Rushdie wins the 2014Salman Rushdie wins the 2014
Pen / Pinter PrizePen / Pinter PrizePen / Pinter PrizePen / Pinter PrizePen / Pinter Prize

• Salman Rushdie has been
awarded the 2014 Pen / Pinter
Prize. Established in 2009 by
English Pen, the worldwide
writers’ association and
freedom of expression charity,
it celebrates the memory of the
playwright and Nobel Laureate
Harold Pinter     and is awarded
annually to a British writer of
outstanding literary merit who
casts an “unflinching,
unswerving” gaze upon the
world and shows a “fierce
intellectual determination to
define the real truth of our lives
and our societies”.

• Rushdie is best known for his
acclaimed novels such as
Midnight’s Children, Shame and

• The Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters has de-
cided to award the Abel Prize
for 2014 to Yakov G. Sinai (78)
of Princeton University, USA,
and the Landau Institute for
Theoretical Physics, Russian
Academy of Sciences,”for his
fundamental contributions to
dynamical systems, ergodic
theory, and mathematical phys-
ics”. The President of the Nor-
wegian Academy of Science
and Letters, Nils Chr. Stenseth,
announced the winner of the
2014 Abel Prize at the Acad-
emy in Oslo today, 26 March.
Yakov G. Sinai will receive the
Abel Prize from His Royal High-
ness The Crown Prince at an
award ceremony in Oslo.

• The Abel Prize recognizes
contributions of extraordinary
depth and influence to the
mathematical sciences and has
been awarded annually since
2003. It carries a cash award of
NOK 6,000,000 (about EUR
750,000 or USD 1 million).

• Yakov Sinai is one of the most
influential mathematicians of
the twentieth century. He has
achieved numerous
groundbreaking results in the
theory of dynamical systems, in
mathematical physics and in
probability theory. Many
mathematical results are named
after him, including
Kolmogorov–Sinai entropy,
Sinai’s billiards, Sinai’s random
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The Satanic Verses. Much of his fiction is set in India and Pakistan, and
combines magical realism with historical fiction to explore the
relationship between East and West.

• He has received the     Booker Prize (with Midnight’s Children also
winning the one-off Best of Booker prize in 2008) and the Whitbread
Prize for Best Novel (twice) among many other accolades.

Booktrust Best Book Awards 2014 winners announcedBooktrust Best Book Awards 2014 winners announcedBooktrust Best Book Awards 2014 winners announcedBooktrust Best Book Awards 2014 winners announcedBooktrust Best Book Awards 2014 winners announced

• John Green’s YA novel ‘The
Fault In Our Stars’ has been
chosen as one of the winning
titles in the first ever Booktrust
Best Book Awards.The novel,
which has been made into a
successful Hollywood film
starring Nat Wolff, Shailene
Woodley and Ansel Elgort, is a
moving tale about teenagers
with cancer.

• Green beat a strong shortlist
that included CJ Skuse for Dead
Romantic,Phil Earle for Heroic
and Sophia Bennett for You
Don’t Know Me.The Booktrust
Awards with Amazon Kindle
are part of Children’s Book
Week 2014. A shortlist for
several categories was selected
by judges and then 12,000
schoolchildren nationwide
voted in a poll for their favourite
books.
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Ratan TataRatan TataRatan TataRatan TataRatan Tata

• Former TATA Group Chairman
Ratan Tata on 21 June 2014
received an honorary doctor of
laws degree from York
University in Toronto, Canada.
The award was given for his
achievements in promoting
innovations, exemplary
leadership and corporate social
responsibility.

• The honour was conferred at
the 2014 spring convocation of
York University’s Schulich
School of Business by
Chancellor of the varsity
Gregory Sorbara.Tata was
among the 12 recipients of
honorary doctorate from York
University.

Sanjay RajaramSanjay RajaramSanjay RajaramSanjay RajaramSanjay Rajaram

• India-born Mexican plant
scientist, Sanjaya Rajaram will
be honoured with the World
Food Prize for the year 2014. It
was announced by the World
Food Prize Foundation . The

award will be presented to
Rajaram in Des Moines, Iowa in
October 2014.

• He won the prize for his
outstanding work in the
improvement of wheat crop.
He is credited with increasing
world wheat production by
more than 200 million tons
during the 25-year-period
known as the golden years of
wheat – building upon the
successes of the Green
Revolution.  It had a far-
reaching impact in alleviating
world hunger.

Abhijit GuhaAbhijit GuhaAbhijit GuhaAbhijit GuhaAbhijit Guha

• Lieutenant General (retired)
Abhijit Guha of Indian Army
was on 5 June 2014 appointed
as member of a UN Expert
Panel on Technology and Inno-
vation in UN peacekeeping.
 Abhijit Guha is a member of
the five-member expert panel.

• The five-member Expert Panel
was appointed by Under-Sec-
retaries- General for Peace-
keeping Operations and for
Field Support Herve Ladsous
and Ameerah Haq.

• The panel is headed by Ms.
Jane Holl Lute (United States)
who is currently the Secretary-
General’s Special Adviser for
Relocation of Camp Hurriya
Residents Outside of Iraq. The
other members of the panel are
Major General Michael Fryer of
South Africa, Major General Ib
Johannes Bager of Denmark
and Walter Dorn of Canada.  

V K RajahV K RajahV K RajahV K RajahV K Rajah
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• Indian-origin judge V K Rajah
on 25 June 2014 was
appointed as 8th Attorney-
General of Singapore. President
of Singapore Tony Tan Keng
Yam presided at the swearing-
in of Justice V K Rajah.

• He will succeed Steven Chong.
Steven Chong will return to the
Supreme Court.VK Rajah was
also appointed as a member of
the Presidential Council for
Minority Rights for a three-year
term. 17-member council
reports on matters, including
Bills or other legislation.

Sujit ChoudhrySujit ChoudhrySujit ChoudhrySujit ChoudhrySujit Choudhry

• Sujit Choudhry became the first
Indian-American dean of the
Berkeley Law School,
University of California. He is the
12th dean of the famed Law
school and he will serve the
institution for five years starting
from 1 July 2014.

• He relieved Interim Dean Gillian
Lester, and replaces
Christopher Edley, who
stepped down in December
2013 after nearly ten years as
dean.

• He is a noted expert in
comparative constitutional law
and his core work addresses
basic methodological
questions in comparative
constitutional law. He also
studied constitutional design
as a way for states to transition
from civil war to peaceful
democracies, especially in
ethnically divided societies.

Sumitra MahajanSumitra MahajanSumitra MahajanSumitra MahajanSumitra Mahajan

• Eight-term member Sumitra
Mahajan was unanimously
elected Speaker of the 16th
Lok Sabha, becoming the
second woman presiding
officer of the Lower House after
her predecessor Meira Kumar.

• 71-year-old Mahajan, the
longest-serving woman MP,
was elected after a motion
moved by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and seconded
by BJP veteran L K Advani was
adopted by voice vote called
by Protem Speaker Kamal Nath.

K Chandrashekhar RaoK Chandrashekhar RaoK Chandrashekhar RaoK Chandrashekhar RaoK Chandrashekhar Rao

• Telangana Rashtriya Samiti
(TRS) chief K Chandrashekhar

Rao was sworn in as the first
Chief Minister of Telangana,
which became the 29th state
of India.

Prince Zeid al HusseinPrince Zeid al HusseinPrince Zeid al HusseinPrince Zeid al HusseinPrince Zeid al Hussein

• U.N. secretary-general Ban Ki-
moon has announced that
Prince Zeid al Hussein, a long-
time diplomat and former U.N.
peacekeeper, has been
nominated as as the new high
commissioner for human rights.

Virat KohliVirat KohliVirat KohliVirat KohliVirat Kohli

• India's top batsman Virat Kohli
has won the Ceat International
Cricketer of the Year award
while off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin, the fastest player from
the country to pick 100 Test
wickets, bagged the Indian
Player of the Year award for
2013-14.
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SELECTED ARTICLES FROM VARIOUS
NEWSPAPERS & JOURNALS

Britain considering ban onBritain considering ban onBritain considering ban onBritain considering ban onBritain considering ban on
Muslim Brotherhood : reportMuslim Brotherhood : reportMuslim Brotherhood : reportMuslim Brotherhood : reportMuslim Brotherhood : report

Britain’s government is
considering banning the Egyptian
Muslim Brotherhood over concerns
the group is behind terrorist attacks
in Egypt. Brotherhood leader
Mohamed Morsy was ousted as
Egypt’s first democratically elected
President last year by the military and
the group has since been blamed by
Cairo for a wave of attacks. The
Brotherhood insists it is a peaceful
organization with no links to violence.
Egyptian authorities have launched
a crackdown on Islamists since July,
during which hundreds were killed
and thousands injured.

A court in southern Egypt
handed down death sentences to
529 alleged backers of Morsy over
rioting and killing a police officer in
August, drawing strong
condemnations from human rights
organizations. Since being banned in
Egypt, the Brotherhood has moved
some of its operations to Britain. The
British review is being handled by the
country’s top diplomat in Saudi
Arabia. Riyadh, historically hostile to
organized political Islamic
movements, this year declared the
Muslim Brotherhood to be a terrorist
organization and the monarchy has
supported Egypt’s military rulers.

Meanwhile, al—Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula — the networks’s
Yemen—based branch — released
a new video in which they mocked
the Saudi government as being a
pawn of the United States.

AQAP condemned the ban on
the Brotherhood and said it was a sign
the Saudi government would never
tolerate Islamist groups.

AQAP has hundreds of Saudi
and other foreign fighters in its ranks
and is considered one of the most
dangerous branches of al—Qaeda.

No sign of troop pullback :No sign of troop pullback :No sign of troop pullback :No sign of troop pullback :No sign of troop pullback :
NATONATONATONATONATO

Even as NATO saw no sign of
tangible Russian force pullback from
the Ukrainian border, Russia has hiked
the price of natural gas for Ukraine.
The Russian gas monopoly Gazprom
has withdrawn the 30 per cent
discount, thereby increasing the
price of gas for Ukraine from $268.5
to $385.5 per 1,000 cubic metres.
The discount was part of a financial
bailout package Russia’s President
Vladimir Putin extended to Ukraine’s
President Viktor Yanukovych in
December following his refusal to sign
a free trade pact with the European
Union. At the same time Russia has
not acted on its threat to cancel
another gas price discount Ukraine
received in 2010 under an
agreement to extend the Russian
lease of a naval base in Crimea. Had it
done so, the price would have soared
to $480 per 1,000 cubic metres of
gas. The International Monetary Fund
has agreed a $14-18 billion standby
credit for Ukraine, in exchange for
painful economic reforms that are
expected to be launched after the
presidential elections scheduled for
May 25. In Ukraine, the authorities
have moved to crack down on far right
militants who helped them topple
the Yanukovych government.

The Ukrainian Parliament
directed the security services to
disarm the illegal self-defence groups
that sprang up during the protests
against the previous government. The
move came a day after a shooting in
the capital Kiev involving activists of
the extreme nationalist Right Sector
group in which three people were
wounded, including a deputy Mayor
of Kiev.

Russia has accused Ukrainian
nationalists of intimidating ethnic
Russians living in Ukraine. Russian
immigration authorities said on

Monday that hundreds of Russians
have fled Ukraine for Russia in recent
weeks.

Japan allows evacuees back toJapan allows evacuees back toJapan allows evacuees back toJapan allows evacuees back toJapan allows evacuees back to
no-go zone around Fukushimano-go zone around Fukushimano-go zone around Fukushimano-go zone around Fukushimano-go zone around Fukushima
plantplantplantplantplant

For the first time since Japan’s
nuclear disaster three years ago,
authorities are allowing residents to
return to live in their homes within a
tiny part of a 20-kilometre (12-mile)
no-go zone around the Fukushima
plant. The decision, which took
effect, applies to 357 people in 117
households from a corner of Tamura
city after the government determined
that radiation levels are low enough
for habitation. But many of those
evacuees are still undecided about
going back because of fears about
radiation, especially its effect on
children. Visits inside the zone had
previously been allowed, and about
90 people already live in the area with
special permission, according to
Tamura city hall.

The March 11, 2011 nuclear
disaster, when a huge earthquake
and ensuing tsunami led to
meltdowns at the Fukushima Dai-ichi
plant, displaced more than 100,000
people. Many of them are still living
in temporary housing or with relatives,
and some have moved away to start
life over elsewhere. Areas within the
evacuation zone have become ghost
towns, overgrown with weeds.
Evacuees now receive government
compensation of about 100,000 yen
($1,000) each a month. Those who
move back get a one-time 900,000
yen ($9,000) as an incentive. The
monthly compensation will end
within a year for residents from areas
where the government decides it is
safe enough to go back and live. New
stores and public schools are planned
to accommodate those who move
back.

The radioactive plume from the
Fukushima plant did not spread
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evenly in a circle and so some areas
outside the 20-kilometre zone are still
too unsafe to live. Decontamination
on an unprecedented scale is
ongoing in Fukushima. Some places
may not be safe to live for decades.

India poses barriers toIndia poses barriers toIndia poses barriers toIndia poses barriers toIndia poses barriers to
American trade : USTRAmerican trade : USTRAmerican trade : USTRAmerican trade : USTRAmerican trade : USTR

Indian policies pose barriers to
American trade and the US will keep
pressing India to remove obstacles
to smoothen business relation, says a
USTR report. Noting that it is holding
talks with India both at bilateral and
the World Trade Organisation level,
the 2014 report of the UN Trade
Representative (USTR) on “Technical
Barriers to Trade” listed out some of
the issues obstructing trade relations.

Indian policies on wholesale
foods labelling, security regulations
on telecom equipment, safety testing
requirements for electronics and IT
equipment and proposed
amendment to the hazardous waste
act as trade barriers, the report said.
US electronics and IT goods
manufacturers have raised concerns
about the Indian Department of
Electronics and Information
Technology’s (DEITY) September
2012 order that mandates compulsory
registration for 15 categories of
imported electronic and IT goods, it
said. The policy, originally set to take
effect from April 2013, mandates
exporters to register their products
with laboratories affiliated or certified
by the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS).

“Although US industry would
ultimately like to see the entire policy
repealed, an important first step is to
seek an exemption for Highly
Specialised Equipment (HSE),
including servers, storage, printing
machines, and IT products that are
installed, operated, and maintained
by professionals who are trained to
manage the product’s inherent safety
risks,” the report said. USTR said the
United States will continue to seek
clarification on the scope and
application of the revised Preferential
Market Access (PMA) policy for

domestically manufactured
telecommunications equipment and
closely monitor its implementation in
2014.

The United States, it said, has
detailed concerns about ‘onerous’
India-specific labelling issues in
previous TBT Reports since the FSSR
were published in India’s Gazette in
2011. India’s responses have failed
to provide additional or reliable
information with regard to how the
elements of this measure advances
safety or efficacy or quality of the
products in question or meets the
specific needs of India, the report
said.

UN asks Sri Lanka toUN asks Sri Lanka toUN asks Sri Lanka toUN asks Sri Lanka toUN asks Sri Lanka to
cooperate with UNHRCcooperate with UNHRCcooperate with UNHRCcooperate with UNHRCcooperate with UNHRC

UN chief Ban Ki-moon has asked
Sri Lanka to engage “constructively”
and cooperate with its human rights
body to implement a resolution calling
for an international inquiry into
alleged war crimes committed during
the final stages of the country’s civil
war. Mr. Ban has “consistently
underlined the importance of an
accountability process for addressing
violations of international
humanitarian and human rights law in
Sri Lanka,” the UN Secretary General’s
Deputy Spokesman Farhan Haq told
reporters. The Council had on March
27 voted to open an international
inquiry into alleged war crimes
committed by the Sri Lankan
government and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the final
stages of a decades-long conflict that
ended in 2009.

India had abstained from voting
on the resolution which was adopted
by a vote of 23 in favour to 12 against.
The Geneva-based Council
requested the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) to undertake a
“comprehensive investigation” into
alleged serious violations and abuses
of human rights and related crimes
by both parties, and to establish the
facts and circumstances of such
alleged violations “with a view to

avoiding impunity and ensuring
accountability.”

Mr. Haq said Mr. Ban recalled
the commitments made to him on
accountability by the President of Sri
Lanka in their joint statement of 2009.
The United Nations will remain
engaged with Sri Lanka to support Sri
Lanka’s efforts to make progress in
accountability, reconciliation and a
lasting political solution,” Mr. Haq
added. The resolution had also called
on the Sri Lankan government to
release publicly the results of its
investigations into alleged violations
by security forces, including the
attack on unarmed protesters in
Weliweriya in August 2013, and the
report of 2013, by the court of inquiry
of the Sri Lanka Army. UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Navi
Pillay had stressed the need to ensure
justice and accountability, including
through the establishment of an
independent and credible
investigation, saying: “This is essential
to advance the right to truth for all in
Sri Lanka and create further
opportunities for justice,
accountability and redress.”

RBI adopts new CPI as keyRBI adopts new CPI as keyRBI adopts new CPI as keyRBI adopts new CPI as keyRBI adopts new CPI as key
measure of inflationmeasure of inflationmeasure of inflationmeasure of inflationmeasure of inflation

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor, Raghuram Rajan said that
the central bank had adopted the
new Consumer Price Index (CPI)
(combined) as the key measure of
inflation. Earlier, RBI had given more
weightage to Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) than CPI as the key measure of
inflation for all policy purposes.
“Some recommendations of Urjit R.
Patel Committee report have been
implemented, including adoption of
the new CPI (combined) as the key
measure of inflation,” said Dr. Rajan,
while addressing a press conference
here to announce the first bi-monthly
monetary policy for 2014-15. This also
includes explicit recognition of the
glide path for disinflation, transition
to a bi-monthly monetary policy cycle,
progressive reduction in access to
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overnight liquidity at the fixed repo
rate, and a corresponding increase
in access to liquidity through term
repos, and introduction of longer-
tenor term repos as well as, going
forward, term reverse repos.

Following on the
recommendations of the high-level
advisory committee chaired by Bimal
Jalan, and after consulting the
Election Commission, the RBI will
announce in-principle approval for
new bank licences. In order to
expand the market for corporate
bonds, banks would be allowed to
offer partial credit enhancements to
them. He also said that the feasibility
of limited re-repo/re-hypothecation
of “repoed” government securities
was being explored.

The RBI, he said, would
continue to work to ease entry costs
for foreign investors. It would also
strive to reduce risk for investors and
the volatility of flows. Towards this
end, the RBI Governor said that
modalities for allowing foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) to hedge
their currency risks through
exchange-traded currency futures
were being worked out in consultation
with the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI). Further, he said
that FPIs would be allowed to hedge
their coupon receipts falling due
during the next 12 months. To
encourage longer-term flows and
reduce volatility, FPI investments in
G-Secs would, henceforth, be
permitted only in dated securities of
maturity of one-year and above, and
existing investment in T-bills would
be allowed to taper off on maturity/
sale. Any investment limits vacated
at the shorter end would be available
at longer maturities, “so that overall
FPI limits will not be diminished.”

The RBI Governor further said
that banks should not levy penal
charges for non-maintenance of
minimum balance in ordinary savings
bank account and inoperative
accounts, “but instead curtail the
services accorded to those accounts
until the balance is restored.”

India needs multi-prongedIndia needs multi-prongedIndia needs multi-prongedIndia needs multi-prongedIndia needs multi-pronged
approach to eradicateapproach to eradicateapproach to eradicateapproach to eradicateapproach to eradicate
poverty: Reportpoverty: Reportpoverty: Reportpoverty: Reportpoverty: Report

A multi-pronged approach with
focus on inclusive economic
growth would help eradicate
poverty, which is increasingly getting
concentrated in a few geographical
areas, says a research report. The
observations are part of the India
Public Policy Report (IPPR) 2014
jointly published by O P Jindal Global
University and Oxford University
Press. “Overcoming poverty requires
a context specific multi-pronged
strategy that includes: a basic needs
approach, a human rights entitlement
approach, a natural resource
management approach and a focus
on inclusive economic growth,” the
report released said. Poverty in India
is getting increasingly concentrated
in a few geographical areas, among
specific social groups and is
increasing in urban areas, it said. It
also noted that access to a diverse
food basket alone may not help in
effectively overcoming malnutrition.

The report’s Policy
Effectiveness Index (PEI) showed
that at all India level there is a gradual,
but only a marginal, improvement in
the policy effectiveness index over
the three decades - period from 1981
to 2011. The index is based on four
factors - livelihood opportunity, social
opportunity, rule of law and physical
infrastructure development.

Russia for federalism inRussia for federalism inRussia for federalism inRussia for federalism inRussia for federalism in
UkraineUkraineUkraineUkraineUkraine

Russia’s Foreign Minister has
called on reluctant Western nations
to push Ukraine towards a “genuine,
not cosmetic” constitutional reform
to grant autonomy to its Russian-
speaking regions. “It is necessary to
pursue genuine, rather than cosmetic
constitutional reform and to stop
meddling in Ukraine’s internal affairs,”
said Sergei Lavrov. “Otherwise it looks
like the West has taken up the role of
arbiter of Ukraine’s fate, while its
current authorities lack any significant

independence.” Mr. Lavrov stated
that the Ukrainian new leadership
shows no intention of transforming
the country’s unitary state into a
federation. Kiev has arrested activists
in the Russian-speaking regions who
demanded local referendums on
greater autonomy from the centre.
The Russian Parliament accused the
Ukrainian authorities of committing
“political reprisals” and resorting to
“physical violence” against
“hundreds” of detained pro-
autonomy activists.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
earlier this week denounced
Ukraine’s reported plans to hire
foreign private militaries to suppress
protest movements in eastern and
southern regions. It cited reports that
Kiev planned to recruit the notorious
Greystone Ltd to police Russian-
speaking regions. Some reports said
Greystone mercenaries had been
deployed in Donetsk to control pro-
Russian demonstrators last month.
Greystone Ltd were contracted by
the Pentagon for security duties in
Iraq and were accused of committing
atrocities.

IRNSS-1B orbit raisedIRNSS-1B orbit raisedIRNSS-1B orbit raisedIRNSS-1B orbit raisedIRNSS-1B orbit raised

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) successfully
boosted the apogee and the perigee
of its navigation satellite, the Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite System
(IRNSS-1B), by firing the propulsion
system on board the satellite for
seven minutes and a half. Mission
controllers at the ISRO’s Master
Control Facility (MCF) in Hassan,
Karnataka, gave the command for the
propulsion system, called the Liquid
Apogee Motor (LAM), aboard the
IRNSS-1B to kick-start it. At the end
of 450 seconds of firing, the satellite’s
apogee was boosted from 20,630 km
to 24,760 km and the perigee went
up from 283 km to 299 km, said M.
Nageswara Rao, Project Director,
IRNSS. The IRNSS-1B is India’s
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second navigation satellite and it was
put into its initial orbit of 20,630 km x
283 km by the ISRO’s Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C24) on April
4 evening. A PSLV had put the first
navigation satellite called the IRNSS-
1A into orbit on July 1, 2013. A total
of seven satellites will form the IRNSS
constellation. The ISRO will put into
orbit two more IRNSS satellites
before the end of 2014 and another
three by the end of 2015, thus
completing the constellation.

ISRO scientists said India had
become a member of the club of the
U.S., Russia, Europe, Japan and China
by building these satellites. While the
U.S’ GPS, the Russian GLONASS and
the European Galileo are global
navigation satellites which can be
used by anybody anywhere in the
world with the help of a receiver, the
IRNSS-1B forms part of the regional
navigation system which will provide
positional information to users only in
India and the region extending 1,500
km from its borders. In aerial
navigation, aircraft will use the IRNSS
satellites when they are cruising,
approaching an airport to land or
during landing. During these phases,
the aircraft will know their position
and flight direction accurately. The
satellites will help the aircraft land on
runway with an accuracy of 20
metres. The IRNSS constellation will
help ships navigate towards their
destination through safe and short
routes and in guiding them to enter
harbours. In land navigation, drivers
of cars and trucks, with a receiver in
their mobile phone, can reach their
destination through the shortest route
In defence, the IRNSS will help
missiles in accurately reaching their
targets — be it a town or installation.
They help missiles in “way-pointing”
towards their target. If there are hills
on a missile’s flight path, it will help
the missiles circumvent the hills with

the information received from the
IRNSS. Air-launched missiles will use
these satellites to know where they
are and head towards their targets.

Long-billed vultures sighted inLong-billed vultures sighted inLong-billed vultures sighted inLong-billed vultures sighted inLong-billed vultures sighted in
the Nilgiristhe Nilgiristhe Nilgiristhe Nilgiristhe Nilgiris

Wildlife officials and volunteers
of Arulagam, a Coimbatore-based
NGO involved in vulture
conservation, sighted five long-billed
vultures in the north-eastern slopes
of the Nilgiris. Sharing the
experience, S. Bharathidasan of
Arulagam said his team received
specific information about the
presence of long-billed vultures in
the area. It took more than two hours
for the team to reach a cliff from
where, using a binocular, it recorded
the presence of the vultures on
another cliff. Long-billed vultures are
found only in the north-eastern slopes
of the Nilgiris. White-backed, King
and Egyptian vultures are the other
three species found in the Nilgiris and
the Moyar valley, its adjoining area,
Mr. Bharathidasan said. Huge cattle
population is found in the Nilgiris and
its surrounding areas. This could be
one of the reasons the vultures thrive
here. Diclofenac, an anti-inflammatory
drug used for both animals and
humans, poses a major threat to the
survival of vultures. Diclofenac-based
drugs should be banned in the
region, Mr. Bharathidasan said.

Iran, six powers push forIran, six powers push forIran, six powers push forIran, six powers push forIran, six powers push for
nuclear deal by Julynuclear deal by Julynuclear deal by Julynuclear deal by Julynuclear deal by July

Senior envoys from Iran and six
world powers met for a new round of
negotiations, in an effort to reach a
broad agreement on scaling back
Iran’s nuclear programme and lifting
sanctions by July. Iran’s President
Hassan Rowhani is under pressure to
see the crippling sanctions against his
country lifted, while US Republicans
gearing up for Congressional mid—
term elections in November are
pushing President Barack Obama to
take a tough stance on the issue.
Adding more urgency is the
expected end—of—year departure

of EU foreign policy chief Catherine
Ashton, the chief negotiator for
Britain, China, France, Russia, the
United States and Germany.
However, Iran and the six powers
have yet to agree on the limits that
Tehran will have to accept on its
enrichment programme, and on the
future of the plutonium—producing
Arak reactor, Iranian and Western
diplomats have said.

The six powers are concerned
that Iran could use enriched uranium
or plutonium to make nuclear
weapons. Iranian leaders insist they
are only interested in nuclear energy
and scientific applications. Western
officials have said one option would
be to convert Arak into a type of
reactor that does not produce
plutonium as a side product. Iranian
officials have proposed instead that
countries such as Germany, France,
Japan, Brazil or Argentina join the
Arak research reactor project, to
guarantee that it serves peaceful
purposes. Iran and the six powers
have been implementing a
preliminary agreement since January,
under which Tehran has slowed
down its drive to enrich uranium and
halted construction at Arak, while
some Western sanctions have been
suspended.

A significant capabilityA significant capabilityA significant capabilityA significant capabilityA significant capability

India’s Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV) mared its 25th
consecutive successful mission by
lofting he second spacecraft required
for the Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite System (IRNSS). The IRNSS
will function much like America’s
widely-used Global Positioning
System (GPS), albeit on a regional
scale. The GPS is based on a
constellation of 24 satellites that
transmit signals, which suitably
equipped receivers pick up and
utilise to establish their position with
a great level of accuracy. Originally
intended for the U.S. armed forces,
the use of unencrypted GPS signals
have spawned a wide range of civilian
applications. Vehicles, aircraft and
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ships increasingly rely on equipment
with satellite navigation capability.
Smartphones and other mobile
devices providing map and location-
based services too take the aid of GPS
signals. Russia has a similar satellite
system in place, called GLONASS.
Europe is in the process of
establishing a navigation satellite
system of its own, named Galileo.
China’s BeiDou Navigation Satellite
System began offering regional
services in December 2012 and is
expected to achieve global coverage
by around 2020. Japan wants to
create a satellite system to improve
GPS coverage over that country.

The IRNSS, being wholly under
Indian control, serves an important
security requirement — making sure
that so critical a service is available at
all times. Military operations have
come to rely on satellite navigation
and there is no guarantee that another
country’s system will be accessible
during a crisis situation. To keep costs
down, the Indian Space Research
Organisation has opted for a
constellation of just seven satellites
to provide accurate navigation signals
over India and up to 1,500 km from
its borders. The first of those
satellites, IRNSS-1A, was launched in
July last year. The performance of that
satellite has been extensively
analysed and found to be very
satisfactory.

The second satellite, IRNSS-1B,
has now been put into orbit, and two
more will follow later this year. Once
the four IRNSS satellites are up and
functioning, it will be possible to
ascertain whether the system’s signals
provide the required positional
accuracy. The remaining three
satellites are to be launched by the
middle of next year. The option exists
to extend the coverage area by
adding four more satellites. ISRO is
working with industry so that
receivers that utilise the IRNSS signals
become available. Some of these
receivers will be capable of taking
signals from other navigation satellite

systems as well, like the GPS. The use
of IRNSS must extend well beyond
India’s security services, and ISRO
will need to take the lead in
promoting the widespread utilisation
of the system.

Developing countriesDeveloping countriesDeveloping countriesDeveloping countriesDeveloping countries
concerned about U.S.-EUconcerned about U.S.-EUconcerned about U.S.-EUconcerned about U.S.-EUconcerned about U.S.-EU
economic treatyeconomic treatyeconomic treatyeconomic treatyeconomic treaty

Even as a fourth round of
negotiations on the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership
between the U.S. and European
Union was concluded recently,
experts from developing countries as
well as within the U.S. have
underscored concerns emerging
from the powerful trade bloc that this
new treaty would represent, if
successful.

Speaking at a roundtable event
here organised by the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation and Just Jobs Network,
Bruce Stokes, Director of Global
Economic Attitudes at the Pew
Research Center and Pradeep Mehta,
Secretary-General, CUTS
International, India, said the TTIP was
“creating a model of ‘mega-trade
agreements’ [and] would encompass
approximately a third of all
international trade flows and
establish new benchmarks for global
trade regulations.” Mr. Stokes argued
that the US may use trade as a means
of national security objectives, and
in this context the TTIP “could be
seen as a counter measure against
increasing growth in Asia… a measure
against China, [or, as] Secretary
General of NATO, Anders Fogh
Rasmussen, remarked recently
[about] NATO, [it could be seen] as a
strategic initiative, especially in light
of the crisis in Ukraine. Mr. Stokes
added that in terms of the U.S.
public’s attitude toward the TTIP, the
majority expressed support for it,
even if they however have less
understanding on the specifics of the
agreement. “Americans are more in
favor of common standards promoted
in the TTIP than Europeans,” he said,

noting that although EU standards
were typically higher than in the U.S.,
it is uncertain how common standards
will impact business and labour for
the negotiating parties. Commenting
on the viewpoint of developing
countries Mr. Mehta said preliminary
research showed that in aggregate, a
third of India’s exports go to the TTIP-
Trans-Pacific Partnership region and
a fourth of India’s imports come from
there. “TTIP is likely to have a higher
negative impact on India’s trade than
TPP,” he cautioned.

The forward momentum on the
TTIP comes even as India and the U.S.
find themselves enmeshed in an ever-
deepening cycle of trade disputes,
on everything from solar panel
manufacturing to compulsory
licensing in pharmaceuticals and
telecommunications sectors.

Japan’s new energy policyJapan’s new energy policyJapan’s new energy policyJapan’s new energy policyJapan’s new energy policy
supports nuclear usesupports nuclear usesupports nuclear usesupports nuclear usesupports nuclear use

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s government approved a new
energy policy that sees nuclear
power as an important source of
electricity, and reversing the previous
administration’s plan to phase out
nuclear power.

The Basic Energy Plan
describes nuclear power as an
“important base-load power source”
that is cheap in terms of operation
costs and can generate electricity
continuously through the day. The
move comes as Mr. Abe has moved
to reactivate idled reactors. All of the
nation’s 48 reactors have been
suspended amid public fears about
nuclear power following the 2011
atomic accident at the Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear Power Station.

Japan’s new energy policy
nullifies a nuclear phase-out plan
approved by the previous
government following the disaster at
Fukushima, which was caused by the
2011 earthquake and tsunami.
Environmentalists criticised the
reassertion of the role of nuclear
energy in Japan’s power mix.
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Triumph for the Afghan publicTriumph for the Afghan publicTriumph for the Afghan publicTriumph for the Afghan publicTriumph for the Afghan public

Afghanistan’s presidential
election, held on April 5 with over
350,000 security personnel on duty,
marks the country’s first potential
democratic transfer of power. The
Independent Election Commission
put the turnout at about 60 per cent
of a 12-million electorate. Three
million more people voted than did
in 2009, which shows public
confidence in the electoral process
itself; the previous election was
deeply flawed. This time, although
the Electoral Complaints Commission
has received over 1,200 allegations
of malpractice, the poll was better
run than the previous one. Afghans
of all ethnic groups turned out, and
women made a strong showing; the
figure was estimated at 35 per cent
of the turnout. One candidate, Daoud
Sultanzoy, voted along with his wife,
the first time an Afghan politician
appeared in public with a spouse.
Over 86 per cent of the 20,000
polling stations opened; most of
those which stayed closed were in
the southern and southeastern
provinces, where the army said it
could not provide security.
According to defence ministry
spokesman General Zahir Azimy, the
Taliban made about 700 attacks in
various areas, but none was serious
enough to disrupt the election, which
was also the first in recent times to
take place without foreign help. The
counting process is being managed
better than it was in 2009, with
duplicated teams so as to limit fraud.
Every polling station is required to
post its results for the public to read
or photograph.

The overall result is to be
announced in a fortnight’s time, but
uncertainties remain. The Taliban,
who will lose most by the
consolidation of democracy, have
not succeeded in derailing the
election, but their ranks number as
many as 30,000 and they may be

waiting for other chances to wreck
the political process. A second issue
has to do with the candidates’ own
attitudes; none of them is likely to
obtain the 50 per cent plus one vote
needed for outright victory, and of
the eight who contested, only three
stand a realistic chance of going into
the May 28 runoff. These are former
foreign ministers Abdullah Abdullah
and Zalmai Rassoul, and former
finance minister Ashraf Ghani
Ahmadzai (the incumbent, Hamid
Karzai, has completed the two five-
year terms the Constitution allows).
Mr. Rassoul trails the others, as his
largely educated supporters are
based around Kabul and other cities,
and the two front-runners are
claiming victory. Squabbling, or
delays in the runoff, could let the
Taliban to exploit the vacuum. The
politicians owe it to the Afghan
public, who have shown courage and
commitment to the ballot box, to
ensure a prompt and smooth
handover of power.

Two new banks on the horizonTwo new banks on the horizonTwo new banks on the horizonTwo new banks on the horizonTwo new banks on the horizon

A day after reviewing the credit
policy statement on April 1, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
announced its decision to award ‘in-
principle’ approval to two applicants,
IDFC Limited and Bandhan Financial
Services Private Ltd., to set up banks.
These two successful applicants will
now proceed to set up full-fledged
banks under guidelines issued by the
RBI on February 22, 2013. They have
18 months to comply with the
requirements under the guidelines
and any other stipulations that RBI
might prescribe. Senior officials from
both the institutions have been keenly
aware of the tasks on hand. They have
very different profiles at present. In
their march to full banking status, they
would naturally leverage on their
existing strengths — infrastructure in
the case of IDFC and micro finance
for Bandhan. The tasks look daunting
but achievable within the given

timeframe. The last private bank
licences were awarded ten years ago
in 2004. Kotak Mahindra Bank and
Yes Bank came into being. At the start
of the reform era, several licences
were given to private players to set
up “new generation private banks”.
These were expected to be very
different from the already existing
private banks, in terms of technology,
capitalisation and so on. However, in
the reform context, it is easy to see
that these new banks were licensed
specifically to be a model for the
public sector banks, which continue
to be the dominant force till date.

It is difficult to generalise but
the performance of the new private
banks as a class did not match the
expectations of them. More
significantly, only a few of them have
survived, the others being gobbled
up by stronger private banks. One
high-flier, Global Trust Bank, had to
be rescued by the government-
owned Oriental Bank of Commerce.
And the CRB fiasco, when a totally
undeserving non-banking finance
company was given an in-principle
clearance to start a bank, is still fresh
in our minds. One message from the
more successful ones is that their
model has not been inclusive. Using
technology and starting with a clean
slate they have created a new
paradigm essentially for the well
heeled. How far their success in
niche areas is relevant to bank
licensing today —with its emphasis
on financial inclusion — is to be seen.
Interestingly, the more successful
banks set up in the 1990s and
thereafter are those with good
pedigree. All the above provide an
explanation as to why the process of
issuing private bank licences has
taken so long. The RBI has, for very
valid reasons, been conservative.
Bank licensing is a sensitive subject
always. More so when private players,
including corporates, were to be
considered. In fact, the suggestion
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to include corporates among those
who can bid has been the most
controversial. The RBI itself was
opposed to it and most of the
responses to the discussion papers
were not in favour.

Those who oppose granting
bank licences to corporates are on a
sound wicket. Recent economic
history is on their side. Banks were
nationalised in two phases beginning
1969 to end the corporate owners’
stranglehold over major banks.
Whatever else might have been the
pitfalls of nationalisation, it ended the
cosy relationship between bank
managements and corporates. It was
in 2010 that the then Finance
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee, first
mooted the proposal to issue a few
private bank licences in his budget
speech. The RBI circulated
discussion papers and elicited
responses from a wide range of
people. Guidelines were framed after
that. After two of them withdrew, 25
were considered. The first round of
scrutiny was done at RBI. To further
vet the applicants who meet the
eligibility criteria and also to avoid any
bias, the RBI appointed a High Level
Advisory Committee (HLAC) headed
by former RBI Governor Bimal Jalan.
It is on the basis of this committee’s
recommendations that the first two
licences were awarded. The RBI has
done everything right. The two
successful applicants are non-
controversial. As to the criticism that
the RBI could have waited until after
a new government is formed, the
Governor had said that the entire
process might have had to be
revisited in that case. Considerable
ground had been covered and the
whole procedure has been above
board. Despite some big names
among the corporate applicants, the
RBI has played it safe by giving in
principle clearances to entirely non-
controversial non-banking finance
companies.

UN Security Council meets onUN Security Council meets onUN Security Council meets onUN Security Council meets onUN Security Council meets on
Ukraine crisisUkraine crisisUkraine crisisUkraine crisisUkraine crisis

The U.N. Security Council met
in emergency session amid growing
violence in eastern Ukraine, with
Western powers and Russia blaming
each other for the deepening crisis.
Russia called the meeting hours after
Ukrainian special forces exchanged
gunfire with a pro-Russia militia in an
eastern city, and at least one security
officer was killed and five others
wounded. Ukraine’s president
accused its powerful neighbour of
fomenting unrest, and announced
that it would deploy armed forces to
quash an increasingly bold pro-
Russian insurgency.

Russian Ambassador Vitaly
Churkin denied Western and
Ukrainian claims that Moscow was
behind the violence, and told U.N.
diplomats that Ukraine has been
using radical neo-Nazi forces to
destabilize its eastern region.U.S.
Ambassador Samantha Power said the
protesters in eastern Ukraine were
well-organised and had military
equipment, and accused Russia of
spreading fiction. Russia has tens of
thousands of troops massed along
Ukraine’s eastern border, and there
are fears that Moscow might use the
violence in the mainly Russian-
speaking region as a pretext for an
invasion, in a repeat of events in
Crimea earlier this year.

Global trade to rise by 4.7 %Global trade to rise by 4.7 %Global trade to rise by 4.7 %Global trade to rise by 4.7 %Global trade to rise by 4.7 %
in 2014: WTOin 2014: WTOin 2014: WTOin 2014: WTOin 2014: WTO

Global trade is expected to
increase by 4.7 per cent in 2014,
better than the average of 2.2 per
cent in the past two years, on the back
of projected improvements in the
developed economies, the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) said. The
world trade growth is projected to
accelerate to 5.3 per cent in 2015
said WTO Director General Roberto
Azevedo.

Although the 2014 forecast of
4.7 per cent is more than double the

2.1 per cent increase of last year, it
remains below the 20-year average
of 5.3 per cent. For the past two years,
growth has averaged only 2.2 per
cent. The sluggish pace of trade
growth in 2013 was due to a
combination of flat import demand
in developed economies (0.2 per
cent) and moderate import growth
in developing economies (4.4 per
cent). On the export side, both
developed and developing
economies only managed to record
small, positive increases (1.5 per cent
for developed economies and 3.3
per cent for developing economies).
In 2013, the dollar value of world
merchandise exports rose 2.1 per
cent to $18.8 trillion, while the value
of world commercial services exports
rose 5.5 per cent to $4.6 trillion. The
trade forecast for 2014 is premised
on an assumption of 3 percent
growth in world GDP growth at
market exchange rates, while the
forecast for 2015 assumes output
growth of 3.1 percent. “Risks to the
trade forecast are still mostly on the
downside, but there is some upside
potential, particularly since trade in
developed economies is starting
from a low base,” the WTO said.
However, volatility is likely to be a
defining feature of 2014 as monetary
policy in developed economies
becomes less accommodative, it said.

Kiev launches armed offensiveKiev launches armed offensiveKiev launches armed offensiveKiev launches armed offensiveKiev launches armed offensive

Ukraine has launched a military
operation to crush anti-government
protests in the Russian-speaking
eastern part of the country, deploying
thousands of troops, armour and
aircraft to Donetsk region where
protesters seized government
buildings in a dozen cities and towns.
The military, in armoured personnel
carriers backed by aircraft, on
Tuesday afternoon stormed a small
airfield near Kramatorsk.
Unconfirmed reports said between
four and 11 protesters had been killed
in the attack. Following the attack,
hundreds of unarmed Kramatorsk
residents drove to the airfield to



Selected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & Journals

http://www.iasexamportal.com 6565656565  http://www.civilservicesmentor.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

protest against the killing of civilians.
Acting President Oleksandr
Turchynov told the Ukrainian
Parliament that an “anti-terrorist
operation” in the east had begun
during the night. In Kiev, two
presidential candidates representing
eastern Ukraine were attacked by
armed far right radicals. Oleg Tsarev,
an independent, was severely beaten
after appearing in a TV show called
“Freedom of Speech.” The mob
demanded that he and the other
candidate, Mikhail Dobkin, withdraw
from the elections scheduled for May
25.

Ukrainian authorities confirmed
that a battalion of newly formed
“National Guard” made up of “Maidan
activists” had been deployed for
action against pro-Russian protesters
in the east.

Supreme Court recognisesSupreme Court recognisesSupreme Court recognisesSupreme Court recognisesSupreme Court recognises
transgenders as third gendertransgenders as third gendertransgenders as third gendertransgenders as third gendertransgenders as third gender

A Bench of Justices K.S.
Radhakrishnan and A.K. Sikri, in
separate but concurrent judgments,
said “eunuchs, apart from the binary
gender, be treated as a “third gender”
for the purpose of safeguarding their
rights under our Constitution and the
laws made by Parliament and the
State Legislature.” The ruling came on
a petition filed by the National Legal
Services Authority. The Bench
directed the Centre and States to take
steps to treat them as socially and
educationally backward classes and
extend reservation for admission in
educational institutions and for public
appointments. The Bench said
“recognition of transgenders as a third
gender is not a social or medical issue
but a human rights issue.
Transgenders are also citizens of
India. The spirit of the Constitution is
to provide equal opportunity to every
citizen to grow and attain their
potential, irrespective of caste,
religion or gender.” By virtue of this
verdict, all identity documents,
including a birth certificate, passport,
ration card and driving licence would
recognise the third gender. The

Bench said gender identification is
essential. It is only with this
recognition that many rights such as
the right to vote, own property and
marry will be meaningful.

Reining in cancerReining in cancerReining in cancerReining in cancerReining in cancer

Grim statistics present the
deadly reality of the spread of cancer
in India: one million new cases of
different cancers are diagnosed
every year in the country; an
estimated 600,000 to 700,000
people were killed in 2012. The fact
that tobacco was singularly
responsible for nearly 40 per cent of
all cancers is also painfully
underlined again. A few papers
published recently in the
journal Lancet Oncology point out
that men were the most affected by
tobacco, with the commonest
cancers being those of the lung and
of the lip and oral cavity. Tobacco
companies continue to have a
stranglehold over nearly 275 million
tobacco-users in India — 35 per cent
of the adult population and about 14
per cent of children in the age range
13 to 15. All this reflects the miserable
failure of the government in
implementing tough and effective
measures to counter the tobacco
companies’ devious ways of
attracting and trapping young minds.
Though it would take 10 to 20 years
for the benefits to show, half the
battle against cancer would be won
if only tobacco consumption can be
reined in. In the case of women,
breast cancer is the most common,
followed by cervical cancer.
Changed lifestyle is one of the reasons
for the increase in breast cancer
incidence — the incidence of this
cancer type in rural areas is one-third
of the total in urban areas, and the
big metros have higher numbers than
non-metro cities. India’s cancer
burden is projected to increase to 1.7
million by 2035. Mortality will double
to 1.2 million a year by 2035.

There is a need to take remedial
steps, and quickly too. More cancer

registries are needed to cover a
greater percentage of the population.
Those in place today cover less than
10 per cent of India’s population.
However, each registry has good
incidence data as it has its own
methods of capturing them. But
cancer mortality data are at best
sketchy and not quite reliable. The
three pillars of reducing the mortality
are prevention, early detection and
more effective treatment. Concerted
efforts with respect to the first two
have been found wanting, and there
are several challenges even in
providing effective treatment. With
only one cancer specialist for every
5,000 new cases, the total number of
oncologists in India is frighteningly
low in proportion to the increasing
population of cancer victims. The
availability of doctors and facilities is
skewed — the urban areas are better
served than rural areas. There is also
an imbalance in the distribution of
cancer facilities and doctors: the
south and the west of the country
have about 60 per cent of the
facilities.

Boko Haram abducts 100Boko Haram abducts 100Boko Haram abducts 100Boko Haram abducts 100Boko Haram abducts 100
school girls in Nigeriaschool girls in Nigeriaschool girls in Nigeriaschool girls in Nigeriaschool girls in Nigeria

At least 100 school girls were
abducted by suspected members of
Islamist extremist sect Boko Haram in
northern Nigeria. The insurgents
arrived in the early morning with a
large truck at the girls’ school, located
in the village of Chibok, and forced
the pupils inside, according to local
police spokesman Gideon Jibrin,
who noted that some were able to
escape. Boko Haram, which means
“Western education is sinful”, has
been active in the Muslim north of
the West African country, carrying
out attacks against government
institutions and civilians.

Earlier, a major bomb blast,
allegedly orchestrated by Boko
Haram, killed scores of people in the
capital, Abuja, while last week, more
than 100 people were killed during
Boko Haram attacks in Maiduguri.
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Since 2009, more than 6,000 people
have been killed in the violence.

Iran has cut stock closest toIran has cut stock closest toIran has cut stock closest toIran has cut stock closest toIran has cut stock closest to
nuke-arms grade: IAEAnuke-arms grade: IAEAnuke-arms grade: IAEAnuke-arms grade: IAEAnuke-arms grade: IAEA

Iran has converted most of a
nuclear stockpile that it could have
turned quickly into weapons—grade
uranium into less volatile forms as part
of a deal with six world powers, the
U.N. atomic agency.

The development leaves Iran
with substantially less of the 20—per
cent enriched uranium that it would
need for a nuclear warhead. Iran
denies any interest in atomic arms. But
it agreed to some nuclear
concessions in exchange for a partial
lifting of sanctions crippling its
economy under the deal, which took
effect in January. Uranium at 20 per
cent is only a technical step away from
weapons—grade material. By the
time the agreement was reached late
last year, Iran had amassed nearly 200
kg. With further enrichment, that
would have yielded almost enough
weapons—grade uranium for one
atomic bomb.

Under its agreement, Iran
agreed to stop enriching to grades
beyond 5 per cent, the level most
commonly used to power reactors. It
also committed to neutralizing all its
20—per cent stockpile half by
diluting to a grade that is less
proliferation—prone and the rest by
conversion to oxide used for reactor
fuel Iran has until July to fulfill all of its
commitments under the deal. But it
has to show progress in exchange for
sanctions relief, and it is eager to get
its hand on the next tranche of some
$4.2 billion of oil revenue funds
frozen under international sanctions
meant to force it into nuclear
compromise.

The November agreement
between Iran and the six the United
States, Russia, China, Britain, France
and Germany is meant to lead to a
comprehensive deal placing long—
term caps on Iran’s enrichment
program and other atomic activities
in exchange for full sanctions relief.

The two sides hope to reach
agreement by July but can extend
negotiations if both agree to do so.
Beyond its commitments to neutralize
its 20—per cent uranium stock, the
IAEA report said that Iran also was
complying with other obligations
under the six—month interim plan,
which restricts Tehran from
expanding any activities that could
be turned toward making a nuclear
weapon.

Haunted by inflationHaunted by inflationHaunted by inflationHaunted by inflationHaunted by inflation

Price rise is one of the key issues
in this election, and the latest data on
inflation spell bad news for the
incumbent UPA government; the
monster is rearing its head again after
lying low over the last three
months. Retail inflation, specifically
food price inflation, has rebounded
in March on the back of rising prices
of vegetables and fruits. Wholesale
food prices rose 9.9 per cent with
rice shooting up 12.6 per cent and
vegetable prices showing an inflation
of 8.6 per cent in March. As a whole,
retail inflation was higher at 8.31 per
cent compared to 8.1 per cent in
February, while wholesale price
inflation hit 5.7 per cent in March
compared with 4.68 per cent in the
previous month. After a period of soft
prices for vegetables and fruits,
courtesy the winter season, prices
have started moving up again. Given
that we are still in early summer, food
prices are bound to shoot further
upwards, as they always do during
the season. With unseasonal rains and
hailstorm in parts of
the country during spring, it is
feared that the rabi crop may have
suffered damage. This means that
foodgrain prices will join the inflation
party, cutting deep into people’s
pockets. The rebound in inflation
only serves to underline the problem
of rising prices half-way through the
election season, and it spells trouble

at the hustings for the UPA
government.

The current dispensation will
be handing over a troubled legacy to
the new government in the form of
inflation caused largely by structural
problems, especially in agriculture.
Food prices have been rising
inexorably in the last few years, save
brief and intermittent spells of
softness due to seasonal factors. It is
clear that there are serious issues on
the supply side when it comes to
food commodities, which the
government has failed to address.
Tackling these issues will obviously
be a priority for the new government.
The inflation in respect of
manufactured products is a matter of
concern indeed, coming as it does
on the back of a persisting weakness
in industrial output. The latest data
have obvious implications for
monetary policy, and the Reserve
Bank of India, which has now shifted
to the consumer price inflation as its
benchmark, will be watching closely
indeed. It is logical to expect that
rates will be on hold until the
underlying trend manifests itself
clearly. The coming monsoon will be
critical in determining near-term
inflationary trends, but there are
worries there as well with experts
talking about the El Nino effect this
year. In the past, El Nino has resulted
in sub-optimal monsoons in India and
policymakers must be hoping that the
predictions are wrong. What all this
means is that the new government will
not have much time to settle down in
managing the economy and will need
to hit the ground running.

Improving western economiesImproving western economiesImproving western economiesImproving western economiesImproving western economies
to drive Indian ITto drive Indian ITto drive Indian ITto drive Indian ITto drive Indian IT

Things are certainly looking up
for the information technology (IT)
sector in 2014 and this was evident
last week when industry
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heavyweights like TCS, Wipro, HCL
Technologies and Infosys announced
their fourth quarter and full year
earnings. Fourth quarter sales growth
over the year-ago period ranged from
31 per cent for TCS to 21.3 per cent
for Wipro. Net profit growth ranged
from 59 per cent for HCL
Technologies to 25 per cent for
Infosys, although analysts felt the
quarter was muted compared to the
preceding quarter. “The prospects
though, are good and improving. The
revival in the US, UK and European
economies is promising,” Dipen Shah,
Head – Private Client Group Research,
Kotak Securities said.

IT firms are well-equipped to
cater to the increased demand and
are venturing deeper into markets in
Asia Pacific and Latin America. They
are all present in the fast-growing
social mobility, analytics and cloud
(SMAC) space and have developed
good competencies in it. Importantly,
according to Mr. Shah, the
companies have recognized very
early the huge opportunity that digital
presents. TCS indicated that going
forward, increasing discretionary
spend towards digital presents a $3-
5 billion opportunity over the next
few years. “Globally, consumer-
oriented companies are being forced
to accept going digital with several
of them having to reconfigure their
entire organization,” said Mr. Shah
adding, “this could be the next big
wave and demand is picking up fast.”
The last few years were challenging
due to poor demand and low
expenditure. But now with
companies increasingly going digital,
it could well be a growth driver for IT
companies, Daljit Singh Kohli, Head-
Research, IndiaNivesh Securities told
this correspondent. The IT sector is
expected to surpass the guidance
given by National Association of
Software and Services Companies
(NASSCOM) of a 13 per cent growth
rate in FY’15. Wipro and Infosys as
per their own guidance may not find
it so easy to surpass the NASSCOM
guidance, the industry is poised to

surpass that figure, Mr. Kohli said,
adding that prospects in terms of
India business “continue to hinge on
the poll prospects, as government
spending has been slack but a clear
mandate will shore up IT spend.”

China’s ‘maritime Silk Road’ toChina’s ‘maritime Silk Road’ toChina’s ‘maritime Silk Road’ toChina’s ‘maritime Silk Road’ toChina’s ‘maritime Silk Road’ to
focus on infrastructurefocus on infrastructurefocus on infrastructurefocus on infrastructurefocus on infrastructure

China has for the first time
released details of its recently
announced “maritime Silk Road” plan,
announcing that the Indian Ocean-
focused initiative will prioritise
building ports and improving
infrastructure in littoral countries like
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.China is also
planning to establish free trade zones
in Indian Ocean countries as part of
the plan — a move that will reinforce
China’s deepening economic
presence in the Indian Ocean Region
and in India’s neighbourhood. The
maritime Silk Road plan was unveiled
in October last year when President
Xi Jinping travelled to Southeast Asia.
Since then, Chinese officials have
highlighted the initiative as a key
diplomatic priority for Mr. Xi’s
government.

Nations from Malaysia and
Singapore to India, Sri Lanka and the
Gulf countries have all been sounded
out about the plan. It had, however,
remained unclear what the plan
would actually entail.

In the first official details of the
plan, a report in the China Securities
Journal said a “priority” of the
initiative was “port construction” and
free trade zones. China hopes to
“coordinate customs, quality
supervision, e-commerce and other
agencies to facilitate the scheme”, as
well as set up free trade zones, the
official Xinhua news agency said,
citing the report. China’s southern
provinces of Yunnan — which
borders Myanmar and is at the centre
of another economic plan to build a
Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar
(BCIM) corridor — and Guangxi
Zhuang may be tasked with pushing
the plan. The initiative was first

proposed by Mr. Xi when he visited
Southeast Asia in October last year.
The plan was reinforced by Premier
Li Keqiang, who also visited Asean
countries last year and announced
the setting up of a 3 billion Yuan
(around $500 million) maritime
cooperation fund.

The initiative, which will
deepen Chinese economic and
maritime links with both Southeast
Asia and Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
countries, is being seen by some
analysts as to assuage regional
anxieties about China’s growing
military and naval presence amid a
number of disputes.

Zhou Bo, a strategic scholar at
the Academy of Military Science, said
in a recent article the “maritime Silk
Road” may be a response to the
“string of pearls” theory — a
suggestion that China intended to
build military bases in littoral
countries, from Sri Lanka to Pakistan
and Bangladesh.

Pakistan tests Ghaznavi missilePakistan tests Ghaznavi missilePakistan tests Ghaznavi missilePakistan tests Ghaznavi missilePakistan tests Ghaznavi missile

Pakistan conducted a
successful training launch of the short
range surface-to-surface ballistic
missile Hatf III (Ghaznavi), which can
carry nuclear and conventional
warheads to a range of 290 km. The
successful launch concluded the
field training exercise of the strategic
missile group of the Army Strategic
Forces Command, a statement from
the Inter Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said.

UN condemns ethnic killingsUN condemns ethnic killingsUN condemns ethnic killingsUN condemns ethnic killingsUN condemns ethnic killings
in South Sudanin South Sudanin South Sudanin South Sudanin South Sudan

U.N. human rights investigators
have confirmed that hundreds of
civilians were killed because of their
ethnicity after rebel forces seized a
disputed town in South Sudan last
week. The U.N. Mission in South
Sudan condemned what it called
“the targeted killings of civilians
based on their ethnic origins and
nationality” in Bentiu, the capital of
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oil-producing Unity state, on April 15-
16. It also condemned the use
o f  Radio Bentiu FM by some
individuals “associated with the
opposition” to broadcast hate
speech, even urging “men from one
community to commit vengeful
sexual violence against women from
another community.”

Thousands of people have
been killed in violence in South
Sudan since December, when
presidential guards splintered and
fought along ethnic lines. The
violence later spread across the
country as soldiers loyal to President
Salva Kiir, an ethnic Dinka, tried to
put down a rebellion led by Riek
Machar, the former vice president
and an ethnic Nuer.

According to human rights
investigators from the U.N. mission,
anti-government forces entered the
Kali-Ballee Mosque in Bentiu on April
15, separated civilians of certain
nationalities and ethnic groups and
escorted them to safety while the
others were killed. Individuals from
other South Sudanese communities
as well as people from Darfur were
specifically targeted and killed at the
hospital, the statement said. At the
Catholic church and the vacated U.N.
World Food Program compound,
rebels similarly asked people who
had sought shelter to identify their
ethnic group and nationality “and
proceeded to target and kill several
individuals,” Dujarric said. The U.N.
has been warning of mounting
evidence of ethnically-targeted
killings in the world’s newest nation
as both government troops and rebel
forces lose and gain territories in
sporadic clashes. Despite a ceasefire
signed earlier this year, both sides
continue to trade allegations over
rights violations and civilian abuses.

CAG scan of the private sectorCAG scan of the private sectorCAG scan of the private sectorCAG scan of the private sectorCAG scan of the private sector

The Supreme Court’s ruling
that the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India can audit private
telecom firms that share their

revenues with the government is a
landmark one. The ruling has, at one
stroke, extended the reach of the
CAG from government and public
sector companies to any entity that
may be using a public resource in its
business and sharing revenue with
the government. The ostensible
principle behind the ruling is that
when the Executive deals with
natural resources, such as spectrum,
which belong to the people,
Parliament should know how the
nation’s wealth has been dealt with.
The quantum of revenue generated
from the resource has to be verified;
whether the revenue has been
properly accounted for by the
government and the private licensee
also needs to be ascertained. The
principle behind the ruling is
unexceptionable and gains
resonance in the context of scams in
spectrum and coal blocks allocations
that were unearthed by the CAG.
Politicians are not beyond colluding
with private firms to extract rent from
their control of public resources, and
the latter have been happy to play
along. The origins of the case that has
led to the Supreme Court ruling lie in
a dispute between a couple of
telecom companies and the
government over accounting of
revenues, which is crucial to
determining the licence fee payable
to the government. The government
suspected that the companies were
accounting for revenues in a manner
that would lower their fee liability.

The fact is that companies that
use public resources have a
responsibility to bear, and if they play
true and fair they have nothing to fear
from an audit, including one by the
CAG. A CAG audit can be an irritant
in the conduct of daily business as
records need to be produced and
queries answered, especially
because this will be in addition to the

statutory audit under the Companies
Act. If governments and the CAG
ensure that there is no harassment,
there would be no cause to protest
against the audit itself, as industry
associations are now doing. After all,
the ruling is a direct result of proven
misdemeanour by some entities in
recent times. That said, the challenge
for the CAG will be in deploying
adequate resources and talent in
such audits when called upon by the
government or the regulators. These
need to be completed and the
reports submitted in good time unlike
traditional CAG audits of public
sector entities that are invariably
delayed. The government and the
regulators should resort to CAG audits
sparingly and only under exceptional
circumstances where they suspect
serious wrongdoing by a player.
Turning to CAG audits routinely will
only increase the regulatory burden
and turn away private investors.

Panel to frame norms for rulingPanel to frame norms for rulingPanel to frame norms for rulingPanel to frame norms for rulingPanel to frame norms for ruling
party adsparty adsparty adsparty adsparty ads

The Supreme Court constituted
a three-member committee to
suggest guidelines to regulate ruling
party advertisements on the birthdays
of political leaders and to highlight
the government’s achievements. The
committee would be headed by N.R.
Madhava Menon, former director,
National Judicial Academy, Bhopal.
A Bench of Chief Justice P.
Sathasivam and Justices Ranjan Gogoi
and N.V. Ramana, acting on writ
petitions filed by Common Cause and
others, asked the committee to submit
its report in three months after an
intricate study of all best practices in
public advertisements in different
jurisdictions. The petitioners said
advertisement campaigns were
undertaken ostensibly to promote
certain public works.  “Almost all
these advertisements contain
photographs of Ministers and
important political personalities of
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the government, which clearly show
that these advertisements are framed
for the purpose of highlighting the
achievements of the incumbent
government and aim to create an
impression that those particular
political personalities were directly
responsible for providing public
benefits to the people. In succinct,
the use of public office and public
funds for personal, political or
partisan purposes is clearly mala fide,
illegal and not permissible under the
Constitution. .”

On behalf of the Centre and
various States, it was submitted that
the purpose was not to give personal
publicity to leaders or to their parties,
but to let the people about the
progress of programmes/
performance of the government.

BCCI and a credibility deficitBCCI and a credibility deficitBCCI and a credibility deficitBCCI and a credibility deficitBCCI and a credibility deficit

Once again, the credibility
deficit of the Board of Control for
Cricket in India stands underlined. A
three-member committee
recommended by the BCCI to hold
an investigation into charges
concerning the Indian Premier
League matches last year has not
found favour with the Supreme Court.
Instead, the Court has, in a welcome
move, chosen to request Justice
Mukul Mudgal, who headed a Court-
appointed panel that came out with
an insightful report earlier, to hold a
full-fledged investigation. The probe
will cover allegations contained in a
sealed cover against 12 persons,
including some cricketers, besides N.
Srinivasan, related to the IPL spot-
fixing and betting scandal. It has
suggested that Mr. Justice Mudgal
could also take the assistance of
investigative agencies. Going by the
manner in which the Board
responded to the Court’s suggestion
at an earlier hearing that it should
spell out how it proposed to conduct
an internal inquiry, it is clear that the
cricket body is more worried about
the fallout of a probe than getting at
the truth. When the Supreme Court

itself was against any police agency
probing the matter — so that the
players’ reputation and the Board’s
autonomy were not undermined —
all it had to do was come up with a
panel comprising members with no
obvious conflict of interest. Yet, what
the Board proposed was a committee
comprising a former CBI Director with
some connection to a team in the
Tamil Nadu Cricket Association
league, a retired Calcutta High Court
Chief Justice related to the court-
appointed BCCI president Shivlal
Yadav, and a former cricketer with a
lucrative commentating contract
with the Board.

While all of them — former CBI
director R.K. Raghavan, Justice J.N.
Patel and Ravi Shastri — are
individuals of undoubted personal
integrity, experience and
understanding of the issues involved,
the BCCI could not have lost sight of
the need for an investigation of some
of the leading personalities in Indian
cricket to appear to be fair and free
of any conflict of interest or
connection with the BCCI. There can
only be one explanation for the Board
not coming up with a plan for a
credible investigation by a
completely independent panel: it
does not want a fair inquiry even if in
the process its credibility takes a
beating. It reveals an unwillingness
to shed its image as an opaque clique.
What cricket fans and the public need
now is reassurance that the
glamorous flagship tournament of the
BCCI is not yielding illegal spin-off
benefits to punters, bookies, fixers
and assorted operators seeking to
capitalise on the popularity of the
sport. Apart from a thorough clean-
up of the game, the Indian cricket
board needs to win back the trust of
the game’s fans, and the public at
large.

China pledges support for SriChina pledges support for SriChina pledges support for SriChina pledges support for SriChina pledges support for Sri
LankaLankaLankaLankaLanka

Amid growing concern in New

Delhi over the increasing presence
of China in Sri Lanka, visiting Vice
Foreign Minister of China Liu Zhenmin
said: “Sri Lanka will always find a
friend in China.” At a meeting with
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, Mr. Liu
said: “We will continue to support Sri
Lanka in the [United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC)] and the
[United Nations Security Council
(UNSC)].”

A statement from the
President’s office said Mr. Rajapaksa
thanked China for its support in the
past decades, and particularly to some
of the landmark infrastructure
projects coming up in Sri Lanka
currently.

China, in the last decade, has
invested heavily in Sri Lanka’s
infrastructure. In August 2013, a
massive Chinese-built port, at a cost
of $ 500 million, opened in Colombo,
about a year after another deep-sea
port in Hambantota, funded and built
by the Chinese became operational.

S&P cuts Russia’s credit ratingS&P cuts Russia’s credit ratingS&P cuts Russia’s credit ratingS&P cuts Russia’s credit ratingS&P cuts Russia’s credit rating

The Standard & Poor’s credit
agency has cut Russia’s credit rating
for the first time in more than five
years, citing the capital flight and risk
to investment in the wake of the
Ukraine crisis. Russia’s economic
growth slowed to 0.8 percent in the
first quarter — sharply worse than
earlier forecast — while spooked
investors pulled about $70 billion out
of the country in 2013. However, the
cut in Russia’s rating from BBB to BBB-
is the most tangible economic result
of Russia’s policies toward Ukraine so
far. BBB- is just a step above a
speculative or non-investment grade.
S&P said in a statement that they
revised Russia’s rating because the
tense situation “could see additional
significant outflows of both domestic
and foreign capital from the Russian
economy.” Rating agencies had not
cut Russia’s sovereign rating since



Selected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & Journals

 http://www.civilservicesmentor.com 7070707070 http://www.iasexamportal.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

December 2008. Moscow in March
recognized a hastily called
referendumin Ukraine’s Black Sea
peninsula of Crimea and annexed it
weeks later, attracting condemnation
of the West as well as sanctions
targeting indviduals. Secretary of
State John Kerry on Thursday warned
Moscow that unless it took immediate
steps to de-escalate the situation,
Washington would impose additional
sanctions. A senior official traveling
with President Barack Obama said he
is likely to call European leaders on
Friday to discuss the possibility of
further sanctions. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity because
there had been no official
announcement.

Sustainable miningSustainable miningSustainable miningSustainable miningSustainable mining

The Supreme Court’s verdict
permitting resumption of iron-ore
mining in Goawith a temporary cap
of 20 million tonnes per annum is
welcome for more reasons than one.
First, the lifting of the mining ban will
restore livelihoods to a vast number
of people in a State whose economy
is powered by the twin engines of
mining and tourism. By the Court’s
own finding, more than 1.5 lakh Goans
depend on the mining industry
directly, and then there are
downstream beneficiaries such as
truck operators and other service
providers. The State’s economy has
suffered, as indeed the country’s
exports, due to the 18-month ban.
The verdict represents an
acknowledgement that the problem
with mining is not the activity itself;
rather, it is illegal and unregulated
mining that needs to be clamped
down upon. The problem in Goa, as
also in Karnataka, began with the
unscrupulous activities of some
mining companies which pushed the
boundaries of their operations,
literally and figuratively, beyond legal
limits. Mining in areas outside the

lease territory, under-reporting
production both in quantitative and
qualitative terms and showing scant
regard for the environment were the
reasons that attracted action from the
NGOs and the public and caused the
courts to step in with a ban. It is
shocking that the exports of iron ore
exceeded official production figures
in each of the five years between
2006-07 and 2010-11. This is
evidence of illegal mining.

The Supreme Court has now
defined the framework, inclusive of
directions to the Centre and the State
government over the promulgation of
rules and adherence to them. It has
also acknowledged the concerns
of environmentalists by prohibiting
mining within a kilometre of the
boundaries of national parks and
sanctuaries in Goa. By directing the
Centre to notify eco-sensitive zones
around national parks and sanctuaries
within six months, the Court has
ensured that the mining industry’s
territory is clearly marked out and
there is no possibility of harm being
caused to the ecology and
environment. The interim solution of
allowing up to 20 million tonnes of
ore to be mined per annum until the
expert committee appointed by the
Supreme Court comes up with its final
report in the next 12 months, is a fair
one as it takes into account the
interests of both the mining industry
and the environment. With the State
government now being permitted to
grant fresh leases as per its own
policy, whether by auction or other
means, the onus is now clearly on it
to move quickly in framing a
transparent policy in this regard. A
well-regulated mining industry that is
also environmentally sustainable is not
a difficult goal to achieve if the
government sets its mind to it.

FinMin appoints Ila Patnaik asFinMin appoints Ila Patnaik asFinMin appoints Ila Patnaik asFinMin appoints Ila Patnaik asFinMin appoints Ila Patnaik as
Principal Economic AdvisorPrincipal Economic AdvisorPrincipal Economic AdvisorPrincipal Economic AdvisorPrincipal Economic Advisor

Even as the BJP approached

the Election Commission to stop the
UPA government from appointing a
new Navy Chief and Lokpal mid-
way into elections, the Centre has
appointed columnist and RBI Chair
Professor at the National Institute of
Public Finance and Policy, Ila Patnaik,
as Principal Economic Advisor, a post
that had been vacant since
November 2013.

The appointment assumes
significance as Dr. Patnaik has in her
columns by-and-large concurred
with Reserve Bank Governor
Raghuram Rajan’s policy stances.
“The most important factor that
favours success this time is Governor
Raghuram Rajan,” Dr. Patnaik wrote
days after Dr. Rajan’s appointment in
a column on an RBI proposal about
interest rate futures. More recently,
in April she wrote: “His strategy of an
aggressive attack on inflation, despite
the scepticism often voiced in the
Indian monetary policy debate about
the effectiveness of monetary policy,
was the right strategy and is yielding
results.”

This is in sharp contrast to the
BJP’s stated position on Governor
Rajan. BJP treasurer Piyush Goyal
recently said in an interview to a
business newspaper: “I think
Governor Rajan is only aggravating
problems and is making it worse by
increasing interest rates….”Delhi’s
bureaucratic and political circles are
rife with speculation that if the BJP is
voted to office in the Lok Sabha
elections it could even “sack”
Governor Rajan. Days before bagging
the Reserve Bank’s governorship Dr.
Rajan had as the head of a UPA
Government-appointed committee
on evolving a composite
development index of states ranked
Gujarat 12th out of 28 and
categorised it as “less developed”.
The report challenges BJP’s prime
ministerial candidate Narendra Modi’s
projection of Gujarat as a model state.
“Heavens would not have fallen if a
post that had been vacant for six
months could have been left for the



Selected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & JournalsSelected Articles from Various Newspapers & Journals

http://www.iasexamportal.com 7171717171  http://www.civilservicesmentor.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

new finance minister to take a
decision on,” said a top Finance
Ministry source not wanting to be
quoted adding that Union Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram had
presented the Interim Budget in
February without a Chief Economic
Advisor or a Principal Economic
Advisor. Ms. Patnaik did her Ph.D. in
Economics from the University of
Surrey, Guildford, U.K. The post of
the Principal Economic Advisor was
last held by Dipak Dasgupta, a former
Lead Economist for India and South
Asia at the World Bank.

Muslim women entitled toMuslim women entitled toMuslim women entitled toMuslim women entitled toMuslim women entitled to
maintenance even aftermaintenance even aftermaintenance even aftermaintenance even aftermaintenance even after
divorce: Supreme Courtdivorce: Supreme Courtdivorce: Supreme Courtdivorce: Supreme Courtdivorce: Supreme Court

In a significant verdict, the
Supreme Court has held that a Muslim
woman will be entitled to
maintenance from her husband even
after divorce and she can file an
application before a magistrate court.
Quoting an earlier Constitution Bench
verdict, a Bench of Justices Dipak
Misra and Vikramajit Sen said: “A
Muslim husband is liable to make a
reasonable and fair provision for the
future of the divorced wife which
obviously includes her maintenance
as well.” Such a reasonable and fair
provision extending beyond
theiddat period must be made by
the husband within
the iddat period. His liability, arising
from Section 3 of the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act
to pay maintenance, “is not confined
to the iddat period.” ( Iddat is the
waiting period after a declaration of
divorce.)

Writing the judgment, Justice
Misra said: “A divorced Muslim
woman who has not remarried and
who is not able to maintain herself
after the iddat period can proceed
as provided under Section 4 of the
Act against his relatives, who are
liable to maintain her.” The Bench
said: “An aspect which has to be kept
uppermost in mind is that when the
marriage breaks up, a woman suffers
emotional fractures, fragmentation of

sentiments, loss of economic and
social security and, in certain cases,
inadequate requisites for survival. A
marriage is fundamentally a unique
bond between two parties. When it
perishes like a mushroom, the dignity
of the female fame gets corroded. It
is the law’s duty to recompense, and
the primary obligation is that of the
husband. Needless to emphasise, the
entitlement and the necessitous
provisions have to be made in
accordance with the parameters of
law.”

In the instant case, Shamim
Bano and Asraf Khan were married
on November 17, 1993 in
accordance with the Sharia law. But
Shamim left his house alleging cruelty
by him. Even as her application for
grant of maintenance was pending,
divorce took place on May 5, 1997. A
magistrate, while rejecting her plea
for maintenance taking into
consideration that during the
pendency of the case, the couple
were granted divorce, directed Khan
and others to pay her Rs.11,786
towards mahr (a form of dowry), to
return goods and ornaments and
Rs.1,750 towards maintenance only
for the iddat  period. This was
upheld by the Chhattisgarh High
Court. Allowing her appeal against
this order, the Supreme Court Bench
held that Shamim was entitled to
maintenance even after divorce. It
remitted the matter back to the trial
court for fresh disposal in the light of
this judgment.

Two Akash missiles testedTwo Akash missiles testedTwo Akash missiles testedTwo Akash missiles testedTwo Akash missiles tested

The Indian Air Force
successfully test-fired two Akash, the
ground-to-air missiles, which hit their
targets flying 25 km away. While one
missile tore apart an incoming target
towed by Lakshya, a pilotless target
aircraft (PTA), another took apart a
receding target, again trailed by
Lakshya. The IAF personnel operated
the entire Akash system including the
targets. The Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO)
has developed Akash, which is
already under production for the IAF

and the Army. Akash Project Director,
G. Chandramouli of the DRDO, said
the missiles intercepted their targets
at high altitudes and when they were
travelling fast. “We destroyed both
the targets. The second one was a
far-boundary, receding target and so
difficult to intercept”, he said. On
April 23 also, the IAF had successfully
test-fired an Akash. All the trials took
place from the Integrated Test Range
at Chandipur, Odisha. Mr.
Chandramouli called it “a notable
achievement” that the entire
equipment of radars, launchers,
ground support systems and control
centres for the Akash missile system
for the IAF were realised and
produced in less than two years,
indicating the integrated capability
of the DRDO, the Department of
Defence Production, the Missile
System Quality Assurance Agency
and the Indian industry. Avinash
Chander, Scientific Advisor to the
Defence Minister, congratulated the
teams from the DRDO, the IAF, the
production agencies and the
industries for the coordinated
demonstration. S. Som, Director,
Defence Research and Development
Laboratory, Hyderabad, S. Ravind,
Director, Electronics and Radar
Development Establishment,
Bangalore and M.V.K.V. Prasad,
Director, ITR, witnessed the flights
from Chandipur.

Ravi Gupta, DRDO spokesman,
called the Akash project “a great
success story.” The IAF had placed
orders for eight squadrons of the
Akash missile system. The Army has
placed orders for two regiments of
the system. “The total production
orders placed by the IAF and the
Army for the Akash missile system is
about Rs.23,000 crores. Already, the
missile system worth Rs.3,500 crores
have been delivered to the Services,”
Mr. Gupta said.

G-7 agrees on more sanctionsG-7 agrees on more sanctionsG-7 agrees on more sanctionsG-7 agrees on more sanctionsG-7 agrees on more sanctions

The United States and its allies
have agreed to ramp up pressure on
Russia over Ukraine as Kiev’s military
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crackdown on pro-Russian protesters
in the east has stalled. In a joint
statement the Group of Seven nations
said they would “move swiftly” on
new sanctions against Russia, which
“has taken no concrete actions” to
implement the Geneva agreement on
defusing the Ukraine crisis.

The statement was released by
the White House when it became
clear that Kiev’s “anti-terrorist
operation” in Ukraine’s southeast had
bogged down.

Ukrainian authorities had called
off an assault on the insurgents-held
city of Sloviansk after Russia launched
large-scale war games near the
Ukrainian border, vowing to “stop the
Ukrainian war machine” from
attacking civilians. U.S. President
Barack Obama had a conference call
with European leaders in an effort to
marshal their support for broader
sanctions against Russia, but their
joint statement said the new sanctions
would be “targeted,” that is, targeting
individuals, rather than sections of the
Russian economy. Moreover, the
sanctions will not necessarily be
identical. A senior U.S. official said
each G7 country will determine itself
which targeted sanctions they will
impose. The G7 statement came as
the Pentagon said Russian fighter jets
ventured into Ukrainian airspace
several times over the last 24 hours.

Ukraine’s Security Service said
that the military had set up four
roadblocks near Sloviansk in order to
prevent protesters from receiving
reinforcements. However, the
measures failed to stop leaders of the
self-proclaimed “Donetsk Republic”
from travelling to the besieged city
from Donetsk 130 km away.
Addressing a press conference at the
local government headquarters in
Sloviansk leaders of the “Donetsk
Republic” said they had drawn up
plans to coordinate resistance tactics
and that self-defence forces in

Donetsk would shortly send
reinforcements to Sloviansk. Self-
proclaimed Mayor of Slovyansk
Vyacheslav Ponomaryov confirmed
that his people had detained a group
of international observers in Sloviansk
on suspicion that they were gathering
intelligence on protesters’ positions.

Mr. Ponomaryov said the group,
which is in Ukraine on a military
verification mission under the 2011
Vienna Document, had not notified
him about their visit to Sloviansk. He
said the protesters planned to
exchange the observers for activists
detained by Ukrainian security
services.

AFP reports from Siauliai: U.S.
troops arrived on Saturday in
Lithuania, part of a U.S. contingent of
600 sent to the region to reassure
NATO allies. Lithuanian President
Dalia Grybauskaite hailed the arrival
of American forces as a “deterrence
measure.”

Obama warns N Korea againstObama warns N Korea againstObama warns N Korea againstObama warns N Korea againstObama warns N Korea against
nuclear threatsnuclear threatsnuclear threatsnuclear threatsnuclear threats

President Barack Obama
warned North Korea that the United
States “will not hesitate to use our
military might” to defend allies, as he
sought to showcase U.S. power in
the region amid China’s growing
influence and Pyongyang’s
unpredictable nuclear threats. Mr.
Obama’s visit to Seoul comes as North
Korea has threatened to conduct its
fourth nuclear test, leading the U.S.
President to raise the possibility of
further sanctions. “The commitment
that the United States of America has
made to the security of the Republic
of Korea only grows stronger in the
face of aggression,” Mr. Obama said
in a speech to some of the 28,000
American service members stationed
in South Korea to keep watch on its
northern neighbour. “Our alliance
does not waiver with each bout of

their attention seeking. It just gains
the support of the rest of the world.”
The website 38 North, which closely
monitors North Korea, said
commercial satellite imagery from
Wednesday showed increased
movement of vehicles and materials
near what are believed to be the
entrances to two completed tunnels
at Punggye-ri nuclear test site. The
movements could be preparations
for an underground atomic
explosion, although predicting
underground tests is notoriously
difficult.

Mr. Obama ridiculed North
Korea’s attempt to show force.
“Anybody can make threats,” he said.
“Anyone can move an army. Anyone
can show off a missile. That doesn’t
make you strong.” “We don’t use our
military might to impose these things
on others, but we will not hesitate to
use our military might to defend our
allies and our way of life,” Mr. Obama
said to cheers from the uniformed
troops who filled a field house at
Yongsan Garrison, headquarters for
U.S. forces in South Korea. Mr.
Obama’s 10-minute speech followed
a rare joint defence briefing with
South Korean President Park Geun-
hye that focused on efforts to counter
the North’s nuclear ambitions.

OPCW says over 90 per centOPCW says over 90 per centOPCW says over 90 per centOPCW says over 90 per centOPCW says over 90 per cent
chemical weapons destroyedchemical weapons destroyedchemical weapons destroyedchemical weapons destroyedchemical weapons destroyed
in Syriain Syriain Syriain Syriain Syria

The head of an international
mission to Syria charged with
destroying the country’s chemical
weapons called on President Bashar
Assad’s government on Sunday to
ensure it meets a deadline to destroy
all its toxic chemicals amid a raging
civil war. Sigrid Kaag of the
Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) told
reporters in Damascus that 92.5
percent of Syria’s chemical materials
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had been removed from the country
and destroyed. She called it
“significant progress,” although she
called on Syria’s government to
ensure remaining materials would be
eradicated by the end of April. Syria
missed an April 13 deadline to
destroy all its chemical weapons in
accessible locations. International
experts say that could impact on
reaching a June 30 deadline to
remove all Syria’s chemical weapons.
Another 12 chemical weapons
production facilities are still being
reviewed by the OPCW to see how
they will be destroyed, she said.

She said the timely removal of
toxic chemicals had become even
more pressing to ensure “none of the
chemical weapons material falls in the
wrong hands,” referring to rebels
trying to overthrow Mr. Assad who
include the increasingly influential al-
Qaeda-linked Nusra Front. She said
fighting in areas where sensitive sites
were located could rapidly
deteriorate, making a “timely and
swift extraction even more”
important.

EU bans Indian AlphonsoEU bans Indian AlphonsoEU bans Indian AlphonsoEU bans Indian AlphonsoEU bans Indian Alphonso
mangoes, 4 vegetables frommangoes, 4 vegetables frommangoes, 4 vegetables frommangoes, 4 vegetables frommangoes, 4 vegetables from
May 1May 1May 1May 1May 1

The 28-member European
Union has temporarily banned the
import of Alphonso mangoes, the
king of fruits, and four vegetables from
India from May 1, sparking protests
from the Indian community,
lawmakers and traders. The recent
decision by the grouping’s Standing
Committee on Plant Health came after
207 consignments of fruits and
vegetables from India imported into
the EU in 2013 were found to be
contaminated by pests such as fruit
flies and other quarantine pests. The
temporary ban, proposed by the
European Commission, includes
mangoes, eggplant, the taro plant,
bitter gourd and snake gourd, and
prohibits the import to tackle the
“significant shortcomings in the
sanitary certification system of such

products exported to the EU”.
Though the prohibited commodities
represent less than 5 per cent of the
total fresh fruits and vegetables
imported into the EU from India, the
potential introduction of new pests
could pose a threat to EU agriculture
and production, the committee
noted. UK’s Defra (the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs) that is backing the ban said it
was necessary due to pests which
could threaten the country’s GBP 321
million salad crop industry of tomato
and cucumber.

The UK imports nearly 16 million
mangoes from India and the market
for the fruit is worth nearly GBP 6
million a year. A revision of the ban
will take place before December 31,
2015. Businesses claimed they will
lose hundreds of thousands of
pounds due to the ban. Wholesalers
and retailers in Indian-dominated
regions of the UK have opposed the
ban, which comes into effect on May
1, saying it will hit them hard.
Meanwhile, an e-petition titled
‘Reverse Mango Import Ban’ has
gathered hundreds of signatures over
its warning that: “The ban will severely
impact importers and distributors in
the UK and for some it will render
their entire trade unfeasible. The ban
has been undertaken hastily. Proven
treatments have not been considered
before an outright ban e.g. hot water
treatment, irradiation which is
approved for import into the USA and
vapour heat treatments,” adds the
petition created by Monica Bhandari,
who runs the London-based Fruity
Fresh (Western) Limited import firm.

New Foreign Trade Policy toNew Foreign Trade Policy toNew Foreign Trade Policy toNew Foreign Trade Policy toNew Foreign Trade Policy to
focus on ways to boostfocus on ways to boostfocus on ways to boostfocus on ways to boostfocus on ways to boost
exportsexportsexportsexportsexports

The new Foreign Trade Policy
will focus on ways to boost India’s
exports and reduce dependence on
imports, a government official said.

“India — being part of WTO —
cannot only think in terms its export
promotion without equally

supporting import substitution.
“Therefore, the focus of the new
policy would be to vigorously
promote both exports and imports
with significantly substantial focus on
exports,” industry body PHDCCI said,
quoting Additional Director General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT) Sumeet
Jerath. Mr. Jerath said the policy (FTP
2014—19), to be announced by the
new government post general
elections next month, will lay greater
thrust on engaging with the rest of
the world particularly in sectors such
as pharma and engineering. He said
old procedures and regulations
governing exporters will be trimmed
and pruned to suit the export
requirements of the modern times so
that the realistic targets are made
achievable.

India’s overall exports fell short
of the $325 billion target in 2013—
14. They touched $312.3 billion.

India seeks crucial reforms ofIndia seeks crucial reforms ofIndia seeks crucial reforms ofIndia seeks crucial reforms ofIndia seeks crucial reforms of
U.N. security institutionsU.N. security institutionsU.N. security institutionsU.N. security institutionsU.N. security institutions

India, which has contributed
1.7 lakh peacekeepers to U.N.
missions, has told the U.N. Security
Council that it wants crucial reforms
of security institutions to facilitate
peace-building in the conflict-hit
nations. India’s Permanent
Representative to the U.N.
Ambassador Asoke Mukerji said in a
U.N. Security Council debate on
’Security Sector Reform (SSR):
Challenges and Opportunities’ on
Monday that security sector reform is
an “important element of post-
conflict peace-building” and should
be part of the internal political
process of a nation emerging from
conflict. “It was only a few days ago
that two Indian Peacekeepers
donning the blue helmet were
injured while protecting civilians at
the UNMISS base at Bor in the South
Sudan. “This attack is another
example of unresolved political issues
in South Sudan which also reflects
the importance of understanding the
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complex political environment of
these peacekeeping missions, where
security sector reform has to take root
as part of the internal political process
of the concerned member state,” Mr.
Mukerji said.

Mr. Mukerji said India has
experience relevant to reform of a
country’s security sector, having
played an active role in 43 U.N.
peacekeeping missions in which
almost 170,000 Indian peacekeepers
have participated so far. Six
peacekeeping operations and eight
Special Political Missions have been
mandated to do SSR. He said in many
of these peacekeeping operations,
troops from India are directly
involved. Outlining a few principles
that must guide security sector
reform, he said the most sustainable
way for effective reforms is by
ensuring national ownership of the
process. Noting that establishment
and maintenance of public order is
important, Mr. Mukerji said a security
vacuum after a peace agreement is
dangerous. The focus has to be on
what is do-able and not on an agenda
driven by priorities of donor
countries. He cautioned against an
over reliance on “innovative”
approaches, in instances when there
is need to cut costs. He urged
Member-States to be pragmatic by
only including mandates that are
deliverable and for which resources
are available.

“Security sector capacity
building needs to necessarily occupy
centre-stage in security sector reform.
Such an approach would be both
cost-effective and sustainable,” he
said.

TDSAT allows 3G roamingTDSAT allows 3G roamingTDSAT allows 3G roamingTDSAT allows 3G roamingTDSAT allows 3G roaming
pactpactpactpactpact

The Telecom Disputes
Settlement and Appellate Tribunal
(TDSAT) allowed three top mobile
operators — Bharti Airtel, Vodafone
India and Idea Cellular — to continue
with their 3G intra-circle roaming
(ICR) pact and provide roaming
services to their customers. It quashed

a cumulative penalty worth Rs.1,200
crore imposed on the three operators
by the Department of Telecom for
violating a licence agreement. In its
order, the TDSAT bench headed by
Justice Aftab Alam ruled that the 3G
ICR agreement signed by Airtel,
Vodafone and Idea Cellular was not
in violation of the licence agreement.
It allowed them to continue providing
roaming services to their 3G
customers as per the agreement
signed between them. After winning
the 3G spectrum in 2010 auction,
Airtel, Vodafone and Idea Cellular
had signed the ICR pact. While Airtel
had won 3G-spectrum rights in 13 of
the 22 telecom circles, Idea Cellular
and Vodafone had bagged the rights
for 11 and 9 circles respectively. As
per the ICR pact, Airtel had sought
access to Vodafone’s 3G network in
four circles — Maharashtra, Kolkata,
Haryana and UP-East. Similarly,
Vodafone got access to six 3G circles
of Airtel — Assam, Bihar, Karnataka,
North-East, Rajasthan and UP-West —
besides seven circles of Idea Cellular
— Andhra Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, UP-West and
Punjab. Idea Cellular also got access
to provide 3G service using
Vodafone’s network in Delhi, Tamil
Nadu, Chennai and Kolkata.

The three operators first moved
TDSAT challenging the DoT notice
in December 2011. In July 2012,
TDSAT gave a split verdict where one
of the bench members ruled in favour
and another member was against it.
Soon DoT issued notice to telecom
operators asking them to stop 3G ICR
service and imposed a Rs.1,200 crore
penalty. The three operators moved
the Delhi High Court that ruled in
DoT’s favour. They then filed case in
the Supreme Court, which again
ordered the case to be transferred to
TDSAT in September 2013.

Welcoming the TDSAT order,
the Cellular Operators Association of
India (COAI) said it would benefit
3G customers. “TDSAT had

recognised the stand of telecom
operators on the basis of which they
made aggressive bids for 3G
spectrum...They can now invest in
network coverage,” said COAI
Director General Rajan S. Mathews.

Fiscal deficit control makesFiscal deficit control makesFiscal deficit control makesFiscal deficit control makesFiscal deficit control makes
higher growth challenging:higher growth challenging:higher growth challenging:higher growth challenging:higher growth challenging:
CrisilCrisilCrisilCrisilCrisil

The government’s efforts to
narrow fiscal deficit since last two
years by expenditure cuts has
resulted in lower productive
spending, and the new government
would find it challenging to give it a
boost, says a report by Crisil. A
reduced fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio in
FY14, for the second year in a row,
has come at the cost of lower
productive spending. In his interim
budget, Union Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram had said that the FY14
fiscal deficit would be at 4.6 per cent,
below the red line of 4.8 per cent he
had set in the beginning of the year.
In FY13, fiscal deficit was contained
at 5.2 per cent as against 5.3 per cent.

“The cost of this compromise
will be felt in the years to come since
the government’s productive
spending has a multiplier impact on
the economy in subsequent years,”
Crisil said in a report. “The new
government that will take charge next
month must aim to reverse this trend
and raise the government’s
productive spending,” the report
said. The 13th Finance Commission
had last year set a capital
expenditure-to-GDP target of 4.5 per
cent by FY15. However, the report
said the ratio for FY14 was 1.7 per
cent and the same is budgeted for
FY15. In the last two years,
productive spending — which is
capital expenditure and the revenue
grants for capital creation in critical
areas such as public infrastructure,
education and health care — has
been lower than budgeted by nearly
Rs. 1.8 trillion.

In terms of per person
spending, the government only spent
an incremental Rs. 110 on productive
spending, while it spent an additional
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over Rs. 1,900 per person on other
expenditure over the last two
financial years, the Crisil report said.

It said the government could
limit fiscal deficit within the target,
either by raising revenues or by
cutting spending. The report said
while large part of the current
expenditure is sticky — salaries,
pensions, and interest payments —
cutting unproductive spending on
subsidies, mainly on fuels such as
kerosene and liquefied petroleum
gas, would be necessary.

The road to safetyThe road to safetyThe road to safetyThe road to safetyThe road to safety

India’s roads have acquired a
reputation, quite deservedly, of being
the most dangerous in the world.
Rapid motorisation and fast-paced
economic activity over several years
have been accompanied by an
annual toll of nearly 140,000 accident
fatalities; injuries are estimated to be
15 to 20 times the number of deaths.
In absolute numbers, more people
die in road accidents in India than in
any other country. Apart from the
human dimension of the tragedy,
avoidable death and disability
seriously affect economic progress
— by some estimates, 3 per cent of
GDP is lost in a year due to the
carnage. The recent decision of the
Supreme Court to appoint a three-
member committee to suggest ways
to prevent road accidents and ensure
accountability offers some hope that
a new government at the Centre will
be compelled to address the issue as
an emergency. It is not as if
suggestions for improvements for
enhanced safety have not been
proposed earlier. The Sundar
Committee constituted by the Centre
called for an apex agency to be
created to assess all aspects of road
safety, and to address the lacuna in
scientific accident investigation.
Although the recommendation was
made seven years ago, it has failed to
take off. Indians are travelling more
miles per capita today, and are at

high risk for injury or worse.
Unsafe transport, including

services operated by government
agencies, are a major part of the
problem. Several ghastly accidents
involving public transport vehicles
have been reported, but the State
governments involved have shown
little sense of accountability. They
routinely challenge even claims for
compensation. Their response to the
need for improved infrastructure has
been woefully weak. In its recent
report, the National Transport
Development Policy Committee
headed by Rakesh Mohan suggested
that national, State and local-level
institutions be set up, with
responsibility to address the issue of
safety. There is an urgent need to
form these committees, and appoint
professionals to them. They must be
empowered to upgrade driver-
licensing practices, road systems,
public lighting and signage. Accident
investigation, which remains a
neglected area, requires a thorough
overhaul, and CCTVs can help
determine the cause of mishaps. Also,
the neglect of the public district
hospital network in most States, and
the high cost of treatment at private
hospitals affect access to good
trauma care for accident victims. The
right to life demands that the Central
and State governments provide
medical facilities at a proximate
institution free of cost to all. The
Supreme Court panel must give road
accidents the status of a public
health issue that has acquired alarming
proportions. Reform to improve road
safety cannot be delayed any longer.

Douse the sparks on ArticleDouse the sparks on ArticleDouse the sparks on ArticleDouse the sparks on ArticleDouse the sparks on Article
3 7 03 7 03 7 03 7 03 7 0

In the week since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was sworn in, a
succession of controversies have
threatened to overshadow his core
agenda of growth and governance
reform. None, however, threatens to

erupt into so great a conflagration as
the bitter exchanges over Article 370
of India’s Constitution. Ever since
Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s
Office, Jitendra Singh, was reported
to have said that the process of
abrogating Article 370 had begun,
the Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh have been
locked in aggressive polemical
exchanges. Dr. Singh has clarified —
correctly — that he only spoke of
initiating a debate on abrogating
Article 370, a commitment made in
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s election
manifesto, rather than of the actual
process of removing it from the
Constitution. The rancour isn’t
surprising, though: just as many Hindu
nationalists oppose Article 370 as a
barrier to the full integration of Jammu
and Kashmir, many in the State see it
as their only protection against
existential threat. Fears of being
swamped by a hostile majority remain
a powerful motif in Kashmir politics
— last erupting into large-scale street
battles in 2008.

Little understood outside
Jammu and Kashmir, Article 370 lies
at the heart of the State’s
constitutional relationship with India.
It makes six special provisions, all
emerging from the Instrument of
Accession of Jammu and Kashmir.
They include allowing the State its
own Constitution, and limiting
Parliament’s authority to legislate for
it. In 1954, with Sheikh Abdullah in
prison, Syed Mir Qasim’s regime
expanded Parliament’s powers, and
extended the Constitution’s
Fundamental Rights to the State. In
the years since, other Constitution
Orders have given the Supreme Court
jurisdiction over the State, and
extended to it the supervisory power
of the Election Commission of India.

In 2001, the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly passed a resolution seeking
the restitution of the original, pristine
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Article 370; the BJP and some
Congress leaders from the Hindu-
majority Jammu province wanted it
overturned altogether. The National
Democratic Alliance flatly refused to
discuss the Assembly’s demand.
There is no doubt that there will have
to be a debate on Jammu and
Kashmir’s constitutional status at some
point, especially if there is a final
resolution of the India-Pakistan
dispute over the State. The debate
must be had in a calm frame of mind,
though — and this is not the time to
have it. Prime Minister Modi, who
spoke in measured and open terms
on the issue during the election
campaign, would do well to douse
the sparks his junior Minister has let
fly, before a fire breaks out.

Thimphu beginningThimphu beginningThimphu beginningThimphu beginningThimphu beginning

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
choice of Bhutan as his first foreign
destination may have come as a
surprise to some, but it sends out
significant signals. This visit will help
build on the message from the
swearing-in ceremony of the new
government, which was attended by
leaders of SAARC states. That
unexpected and well-received
invitation helped address some
concerns in the neighbourhood,
where the decisive verdict for the
Modi-led BJP had stoked concerns
about a new muscularity of India’s
foreign policy. The PM’s decision to
prioritise the immediate
neighbourhood also underscores his
understanding that foreign policy
begins at the nation’s borders — that
if India cannot reclaim its primacy in
the subcontinent, it will not see the
rest of the world taking it seriously.

Till recently, the intimacies
between New Delhi and Thimphu
had allowed India a large footprint in
Bhutan. There is coordination still,
between the two nations, on several
matters, including foreign policy. But
with Bhutan steadily democratising,

the rise of competitive politics poses
a challenge, requiring Delhi to make
its diplomacy towards the Himalayan
nation more transparent. Bhutan’s
nearly $2 billion economy is closely
linked to India’s, and Thimphu has
largely resisted pressures to take any
decision inimical to Delhi. However,
as China’s overtures to Bhutan over
the last few years have shown, the
distance between Thimphu and
Beijing is narrowing. Now, Delhi will
have to engage more intensely with
Thimphu.

Paternalism only breeds
resentment, and Delhi’s ham-fisted
decision — reversed soon — last year
to cancel the supply of subsidised
gas was insensitive to the aspirations
of a changing Bhutan. Prime Minister
Modi must take relations with
neighbours to the next level, so that
Delhi can discard the tradition of
offering economic sops and subsidies
and instead concentrate on enabling
agreements that allow market forces
to leverage the economic and
geographic complementarities across
borders.

Modi’s predecessor, Manmohan
Singh, rightly saw India’s destiny as
inextricably tied up with the
subcontinent’s. But Singh was unable
to cross India’s borders as often as he
should have, barring the odd regional
summit. Modi should make contact
with India’s neighbours a matter of
routine and follow up his Bhutan visit
with trips to Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and Nepal at the earliest.
Routinisation will not solve all
problems, but the conducive
environment thus created may put
the subcontinent on the road to
economic integration through trade
liberalisation and trans-border
connectivity. Delhi’s ability to deal
with a Beijing or a Washington will
improve only when it reconstitutes
the subcontinent’s geo-political
unity. It is time to build on India’s
natural geographic advantages.

The end of American worldThe end of American worldThe end of American worldThe end of American worldThe end of American world
orderorderorderorderorder

Domestic critics in America
blame the Russian annexation of
Crimea on Obama’s weak foreign
policy. Republican Senator John
McCain calls Obama the “most naive
[U.S.] president in history.” But
outside the beltway, a different
perception is rapidly emerging,
which sees Ukraine not so much a
failure of Obama’s foreign policy, but
as a sign of general U.S. decline. As
Maleeha Lodhi, a former Pakistani
ambassador to the U.S. says: “Much
of this criticism [of Obama] shows
wilful ignorance of the limits of U.S.
power in a transformed international
environment where no single state is
able to achieve outcomes by itself or
prevail over others, even by using
overwhelming hard power.”

In his January 2012 State of the
Union address, U.S. President Barack
Obama asserted that that “anyone
who tells you that America is in
decline or that our influence has
waned doesn’t know what they’re
talking about.” But in a December
2012 report, the U.S. National
Intelligence Council argued that
while America will remain the “first
among equals with the rapid rise of
other countries…the era of American
ascendancy in international politics
that began in 1945 is fast winding
down.” Ukraine offers further
evidence of that.

Rising powersRising powersRising powersRising powersRising powers
And the report of the World

Bank-supported International
Comparison Program — that China is
set to overtake the U.S. with India
coming third by the end of this year
— sends the same message. It means
that for the first time since World War
II, the leading military power is not
the largest global economy.

Perhaps the most important
lesson of Ukraine is that U.S. cannot
co-opt the rising powers to support
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its own strategic vision and approach.
In his influential 2010 book, Liberal
Leviathan , American political
scientist John Ikenberry argues that
whether America is in decline or not,
the liberal world order it had created
and dominated since World War II
would persist and might even co-opt
its main challengers including China.
As he put it, “The rise of non-Western
powers and the growth of economic
and security interdependence are
creating new constituencies and
pressures for liberal international
order.”

But Ukraine shows the limits of
this argument. Not only did Russia
threw a frontal challenge to the U.S.
and NATO, but the rest of the BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa) abstained in the U.N. General
Assembly resolution rejecting
Crimean referendum that formed the
basis of Russian annexation of Crimea.
Russia regarded this as a victory.

The message is clear and simple.
Just because these rising powers have
benefitted from the American-
dominated international order does
not mean they would leave it intact
and follow America’s lead.

Initial hints are that the new
Modi government in India might see
New Delhi pursuing a more assertive
foreign policy point in the same
direction.

An important question is what
comes after the unipolar moment?
The conventional wisdom has been
that we are entering a multipolar
world. A few have predicted a U.S.-
China bipolar order. But the emerging
world order is likely to be neither
bipolar nor multipolar, but a
multiplex world order.

The multiplex world implies a
world of multiple great and regional
powers bound together in complex
forms of interdependence. It can also
be likened to a multiplex theatre in
which one can see a variety of shows,

directors and actors under one roof.
In a multiplex world, while the

U.S. will remain a major force in world
affairs, it would lack the ability to
shape world order after its own
interests and image. As a result, the
U.S. will be one of a number of
anchors including emerging powers,
regional forces, and a concert of the
old and new powers shaping a new
world order.

Will the multiplex world be less
stable than the unipolar moment or
America’s hegemony in world affairs?
No one can predict the future. The
Economist magazine bemoans the
loss of U.S. authority as a “decline of
deterrence,” implying that it will
embolden America’s enemies and
demoralise its allies. But America had
plenty of enemies and the American-
led global deterrence failed to
prevent rise of powerful enemies
such as the al-Qaeda terrorist network.

At the same time, it is important
not to dismiss new ways of ensuring
stability available to America and the
rising powers.
Global interdependenceGlobal interdependenceGlobal interdependenceGlobal interdependenceGlobal interdependence

One crucial difference
between the multipolar world of the
19th Century and the multiplex world
of the future is the huge growth of
global interdependence. European
interdependence in the 19th Century
was mainly based on trade but was
undermined by competitive search
for foreign colonies by the major
European nations. Today’s global
interdependence is both broader
and deeper, covering not only trade,
but also finance, production
networks and global economic
arrangements that did not exist then.

Stability of a multiplex would
require new forms of international
cooperation where leadership is
shared rather than monopolised by a
single nation. This would require
meaningful reform of global

institutions and encouraging more
institutions like G20. Also crucial are
regional mechanisms for peace and
stability.

To maintain stability and its own
influence, the U.S. would need to
share power. General Martin
Dempsey, Chairman of the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff, has said in a recent
interview that in the changing
international strategic environment,
the U.S. would find increasingly
“harder to articulate the proper use
of military power” and have to rely
less on direct military action and more
on “building partnership capacity and
enabling other actors.” This is more
in keeping with the onset of the
multiplex world.

Five-point strategy of theFive-point strategy of theFive-point strategy of theFive-point strategy of theFive-point strategy of the
Modi govt.Modi govt.Modi govt.Modi govt.Modi govt.

Modi has the opportunity to
transact much economic and political
business in his five-year tenure as
prime minister of India. Modi’s
determination to pursue a vigorous
regional diplomacy appears to rest on
five foundations.

For one, Modi has appreciated
the much-neglected fact that foreign
policy begins at the nation’s borders.
India’s traditional diplomatic
discourse is obsessed with grand
concepts such as non-alignment and
the elusive quest for the leadership
of the global South.

It has been rather easy for the
Indian strategic community to forget
the critical importance of tending
one’s own neighbourhood in the
subcontinent and the Indian Ocean.
Worse still, Delhi has been unwilling
to confront and address the reasons
for the steady loss of Indian influence
in the region over the last many
decades. An India that fails to reclaim
its primacy in the subcontinent, Modi
can now see, can’t really make a
lasting impression on the world
beyond.
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Second, Modi has understood
the importance of discarding the
diplomatic formalism that has
bedevilled India’s engagement with
the region. Consider, for example,
Manmohan Singh’s legacy on
regional diplomacy. In his decade-
long tenure as PM, Singh was either
unwilling or unable to step across the
borders to catch up with the leaders
next door. Singh travelled for regional
summits once each in Dhaka,
Colombo, Thimphu and Male. He
travelled twice to Kabul and once
each to Dhaka and Thimphu on
bilateral business. By any measure,
this is a dismal diplomatic record.

In inviting the regional leaders
for his inauguration, Modi is
suggesting that contacts with the
neighbours should be made a matter
of routine rather than treated as
exceptional occasions. In his
interactions with the South Asian
leaders after the swearing in, Modi
must tell them he is ready to visit all
neighbouring countries, including
Pakistan, at the earliest and will order
his cabinet colleagues to do the
same. There is some speculation that
Modi might respond positively to the
request of Sheikh Hasina, the premier
of Bangladesh, to make Dhaka his first
foreign destination as India’s prime
minister.

Third, at the level of substance,
Manmohan Singh had a clear vision
that India’s destiny is inextricably
linked with that of her neighbours.
He articulated the case for regional
economic integration and took some
important initiatives on trade
liberalisation and trans-border
connectivity. He was also ready to

address long-standing issues with
neighbouring countries. He came
close to signing agreements with
Pakistan on the Siachen and Sir Creek
disputes and resolving the land
boundary agreement with
Bangladesh. He also oversaw the
back-channel negotiations with
Pakistan that apparently produced a
framework accord on Kashmir.

But Manmohan Singh was
unable to overcome the political
resistance within the Congress party
to clinch any of these agreements.
The Congress leadership would not
let the PM travel to Pakistan even
once. It caved to pressures from West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and compelled Manmohan
Singh to pull back on the very
consequential agreements with
Dhaka. Yielding to pressures from
Tamil Nadu, the Congress leadership
prevented the PM from even
travelling to Colombo last year for a
multilateral summit.

If the Congress put narrow
electoral considerations above India’s
national interests in the region, Modi
seems ready to uphold the Central
government’s responsibility to
conduct foreign policy. He can easily
follow through by clinching the
agreements with neighbours that
have already been negotiated and are
ready for signature. Modi’s rejection
of the protests from the BJP’s allies
and others in Chennai against the visit
of Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapaksa not only underlines India’s
new resolve but also improves Delhi’s
negotiating leverage with Colombo
on the question of Tamil minority
rights in Sri Lanka.

Fourth, in inviting the prime
minister of Mauritius to the swearing
in ceremony, Modi is acknowledging
Delhi’s special relationship with the
island nation and its Indian diaspora.
The new PM is acutely aware of the
urgent need to reverse the UPA
government’s wanton destruction of
this relationship at the very moment
when Mauritius was re-emerging as
the strategic pivot of the Western
Indian Ocean.

Finally, Modi appears to have
recognised that India’s ability to deal
with great powers like the United
States and China will significantly
improve only if and when Delhi can
reconstitute the geopolitical unity of
the subcontinent. For decades, India
has complained about US and
Chinese strategic partnerships with
Pakistan. More recently, India has
watched warily as China’s political
influence rose rapidly in the
subcontinent. Delhi must accept a
large portion of the blame for making
it easier for outsiders to limit its
influence in the region.

Instead of whining about
external intervention in the
subcontinent, Delhi needs a strategy
that builds on India ’s natural
geographic advantage, economic
complementarity, historic role as the
regional security provider and a
shared cultural inheritance. If
Manmohan Singh talked the talk on
restoring India’s regional primacy,
Modi might have the political will to
walk the walk by resolving long-
standing political disputes and
promoting economic prosperity
across the subcontinent.
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India on 30th June, 2014,
successfully launched five foreign
satellites from four countries on board
PSLV C 23 rocket which placed them
in orbit, an achievement described
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi as
an ‘endorsement’ of the country’s
space capabilities. After a perfect lift
off from the First Launch Pad in Satish
Dhawan Space Centre here at 9.52
AM, Indian Space Research
Organisation’s workhorse Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle PSLV-C23
placed all five satellites into their
intended orbits, one after the other
between 17 and 19 minutes after
liftoff, in textbook precision.

The PSLV-C23 carried a 714 kg
French Earth Observation Satellite
SPOT-7 as its main payload while a
14 kg satellite called AISAT of
Germany, two 15 kg satellites from
Canada CAN-X4 and CAN-X5 and
seven kg Singapore satellite called
VELOX-1 as piggy back payload on
the flight.

Primary SatellitePrimary SatellitePrimary SatellitePrimary SatellitePrimary Satellite

SPOT-7: SPOT-7: SPOT-7: SPOT-7: SPOT-7: It is a French earth
observation satellite and identical to

SPOT-6 launched earlier on-board
 PSLV C21 during September 2012.
It will be launched into a 655km Sun
Synchronous Orbit (SSO) will be
phased and placed diametrically
opposite to SPOT-6 and will form part
of the existing earth observation
constellation. Satellite mass is 714 Kg
with a mission life of 10 years, build
by Airbus Defence & Space.

Co-passenger SatellitesCo-passenger SatellitesCo-passenger SatellitesCo-passenger SatellitesCo-passenger Satellites

AISAT: AISAT: AISAT: AISAT: AISAT: It is a global sea traffic
monitoring satellite with special
emphasis on high traffic zones using
AIR signals. Satellite mass is 14 kg,
build by DLR Germany.

NLS 7.1 & NLS 7.2: NLS 7.1 & NLS 7.2: NLS 7.1 & NLS 7.2: NLS 7.1 & NLS 7.2: NLS 7.1 & NLS 7.2: It is a two-
spacecraft precision formation flying
using different GPS with cm-level
relative position and sub-metre level
accurate position control
system. Satellite mass is 15 kg each,
build by UTIAS/SFL Canada.

VELOX-1: VELOX-1: VELOX-1: VELOX-1: VELOX-1: It is a technology
demonstrator for in-house design of
image sensor, MEMS-based attitude
determination and control system,
inter-satellite RF-link.

The five satellites were
launched under commercial
arrangements that ANTRIX (ISRO’s
commercial arm) entered with the
respective foreign agencies.

PSLV C23

PSLV- C23 Stages at a Glance

 STAGE-1 STAGE-2 STAGE-3 STAGE-4
Nomenclature PS1 PS2 PS3 PS4
Propellant Solid(HTPB Liquid (HTPB Liquid MMH +

Based) (UH25+N
2
O

4
) Based) MON-3)

Mass (Tonne) 138 41 7.6 2.5
Max Thrust (kN) 4787 804 242 7.3 X 2
Burn Time (sec) 102 148 110 526
Stage Dia (m) 2.8 2.8 2.0 2.8
Stage Length  (m) 20 12.8 3.6 3.0

HTPB: HTPB: HTPB: HTPB: HTPB: Hydroxyl Terminated Poly Butadine·
UH 25: UH 25: UH 25: UH 25: UH 25: Unsymmetrical di-methyl hydrazine + 25% Hydrazine Hydrate·
MMH: MMH: MMH: MMH: MMH: Mono Methyl Hydrazine·
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MON-3: MON-3: MON-3: MON-3: MON-3: Mixed Oxides of
Nitrogen·

SITVC: SITVC: SITVC: SITVC: SITVC: Secondary Injection
Thrust Vector Control

Till April 2014, there had been
25 consecutive successful flights of
PSLV and this is the 26th such launch.
Meanwhile, PSLV-C23 is the 10th
flight of PSLV in ‘core-alone’
configuration, which means a
configuration without the use of solid
strap-on motors.

After an estimated time of 20
minutes, Isro’s workhorse PSLV
separated all five satellites — one by
one into their intended orbit. All the
satellites were separated as planned,
Isro said in a statement.

SPOT-7 is a French optical earth
observation satellite identical to
SPOT-6 launched earlier on-board
PSLV-C21 in September 2012. SPOT-
7, after its injection into the SSO, will
be phased and placed diametrically
opposite to SPOT-6 and will form part
of the existing earth observation
constellation.

The commercial launch comes
nearly 16 months after ISRO
launched six small foreign satellites
on board the PSLV C-20 in February
2013. There had been 26
continuously successful flights of
PSLV, till June 2014. PSLV has
repeatedly proved its reliability and
versatility by launching 70 satellites /
spacecrafts (30 Indian and 40
Foreign Satellites) into a variety of
orbits so far. Some notable payloads
launched by PSLV include India’s
Chandrayaan-1 lunar probe and the
Mars Orbiter Mission.

The Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle, usually known by its
abbreviation PSLV is the first
operational launch vehicle of ISRO.
PSLV is capable of launching 1600
kg satellites in 620 km sun-
synchronous polar orbit and 1050 kg
satellite in geosynchronous transfer
orbit. Until the advent of the PSLV,
this service was commercially

available only from Russia.
 Launch Vehicles are used to

transport and put satellites or
spacecrafts into space. In India, the
launch vehicles development
programme began in the early 1970s.
The first experimental Satellite
Launch Vehicle (SLV-3) was
developed in 1980. An Augmented
version of this, ASLV, was launched
successfully in 1992. India has made
tremendous strides in launch vehicle
technology to achieve self-reliance
in satellite launch vehicle programme
with the operationalisation of Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle (GSLV).

Vehicle descriptionVehicle descriptionVehicle descriptionVehicle descriptionVehicle description
The PSLV has four stages using

solid and liquid propulsion systems
alternately. The first stage is one of
the largest solid-fuel rocket boosters
in the world and carries 138 tonnes
of Hydroxyl-terminated
polybutadiene (HTPB) bound
propellant with a diameter of 2.8 m.
The motor case is made of maraging
steel. The booster develops a
maximum thrust of about 4,430 kN.
Six strap-on motors, four of which are
ignited on the ground, augment the
first stage thrust. Each of these solid
propellant strap-on motors carries
nine tonnes of HTPB propellant and
produces 677 kN thrust. Pitch and
yaw control of the PSLV during the
thrust phase of the solid motor is
achieved by injection of an aqueous
solution of strontium perchlorate in
the nozzle to constitute Secondary
Injection Thrust Vector Control
System (SITVC). The injection is
stored in two cylindrical aluminum
tanks strapped to the solid rocket
motor and pressurized with nitrogen.
There are two additional small liquid
engine control power plants in the
first stage, the Roll Control Thrusters
(RCT), fixed radially opposite one on
each side, between the triplet set of
strap-on boosters. RCT is used for roll

control during the first stage and the
SITVC in two strap-on motors is for
roll control augmentation.

The second stage employs the
Vikas engine and carries 41.5 tonnes
(40 tonnes till C-5 mission) of liquid
propellant– Unsymmetrical Di-Methyl
Hydrazine (UDMH) as fuel and
Nitrogen tetroxide (N2O4) as
oxidizer. It generates a maximum
thrust of 800 kN (724 till C-5 mission).
Pitch & yaw control is obtained by
hydraulically gimbaled engine (±4°)
and two hot gas reaction control for
roll.

The third stage uses 7 tonnes of
HTPB-based solid propellant and
produces a maximum thrust of 324
kN. It has a Kevlar-polyamide fiber
case and a submerged nozzle
equipped with a flex-bearing-seal
gimbaled nozzle (±2°) thrust-vector
engine for pitch & yaw control. For
roll control it uses the RCS (Reaction
Control System) fourth stage.

The fourth and the terminal
stage of PSLV has a twin engine
configuration using liquid propellant.
With a propellant loading of 2 tonnes
(Mono-Methyl Hydrazine as fuel +
Mixed Oxides of Nitrogen as
oxidiser), each of these engines
generates a maximum thrust of 7.4
kN. Engine is gimbaled (±3°) for
pitch, yaw & roll control and for
control during the coast uses on-off
RCS. PSLV-C4 used a new lightweight
carbon composite payload adapter
to enable a greater GTO payload
capability

HISTORY OF PSLVHISTORY OF PSLVHISTORY OF PSLVHISTORY OF PSLVHISTORY OF PSLV

The Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle,usually known by its
abbreviation PSLV is the first
operational launch vehicle of ISRO.
PSLV is capable of launching 1600
kg satellites in 620 km sun-
synchronous polar orbit and 1050 kg
satellite in geo-synchronous transfer
orbit. In the standard configuration,
it measures 44.4 m tall, with a lift off
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weight of 295 tonnes. PSLV has four
stages using solid and liquid
propulsion systems alternately. The
first stage is one of the largest solid
propellant boosters in the world and
carries 139 tonnes of propellant. A
cluster of six strap-ons attached to
the first stage motor, four of which
are ignited on the ground and two
are air-lit.

The reliability rate of PSLV has
been superb. There had been 26
continuously successful flights of
PSLV, till June 2014. With its variant
configurations, PSLV has proved its
multi-payload, multi-mission
capability in a single launch and its
geosynchronous launch capability. In
the Chandrayaan-mission, another
variant of PSLV with an extended
version of strap-on motors, PSOM-XL,
the payload haul was enhanced to
1750 kg in 620 km SSPO. PSLV has
rightfully earned the status of
workhorse launch vehicle of ISRO.
PSLV has repeatedly proved its
reliability and versatility by launching
70 satellites / spacecrafts ( 30 Indian
and 40 Foreign Satellites) into a
variety of orbits so far.

Typical Parameters of PSLV Typical Parameters of PSLV Typical Parameters of PSLV Typical Parameters of PSLV Typical Parameters of PSLV 
Lift-off weight 295 tonne 

1600 kg in to 620 km
Polar Orbit,

Pay Load 1060 kg in to
Geosynchronous
Transfer Orbit
(GTO) 

Height 44 metre

PSLV MilestonesPSLV MilestonesPSLV MilestonesPSLV MilestonesPSLV Milestones

• PSLV-C23 launched SPOT 7
and four co-passenger satel-
lites on June 30, 2014 (Suc-
cessful)

• PSLV-C24 launched IRNSS-1B
on April 04, 2014 (Successful)

• PSLV-C25 launched Mars Or-
biter Mission Spacecraft on No-
vember 05, 2013 (Successful)

• PSLV-C22 launched IRNSS-1A
on July 01, 2013 (Successful)

• PSLV-C20 launched SARAL

and six commercial
payloads on February 25, 2013
(Successful)

• PSLV-C21 launched SPOT
6 and PROITERES on Sep-
tember 09, 2012 (Successful)

• PSLV-C19 launched RISAT-
1 on April 26, 2012 (Success-
ful)

• PSLV-C18 launched Megha-
Tropiques, SRMSat, VesselSat-
1 and Jugnu on October 12,
2011 (Successful)

• PSLV-C17 launched GSAT -
12 on July 15, 2011 (Success-
ful)
•PSLV-C16 launched
RESOURCESAT - 2,
YOUTHSAT and X-SAT on
April 20, 2011 (Successful)

• PSLV-C15 launched
C A R T O S A T - 2 B ,  A L S A T -
2A, NLS 6.1 & 6.2 and
STUDSAT on July 12, 2010
(Successful)

• PSLV-C14 launched Oceansat
- 2 and Six Nanosatellites on
September 23, 2009 (Success-
ful)

• PSLV-C12 launched RISAT-
2 and ANUSAT on April 20,
2009 (Successfully)

• PSLV-C11 launched
CHANDRAYAAN-I, on October
22, 2008 (Successful)

• PSLV-C9 launched
CARTOSAT-2A, IMS-1 and
Eight nano-satellites on April
28, 2008 (Successful)

• PSLV-C10 launched
TECSAR on January 23, 2008
(Successful)

• PSLV-C8 launched AGILE on
April 23, 2007 (Successful)

• PSLV-C7 launched
CARTOSAT-2, SRE-1, LAPAN-
TUBSAT and PEHUENSAT-
1 on January 10, 2007 (Suc-
cessful)

• PSLV-C6 launched
CARTOSAT-1 and HAMSAT on
May 5, 2005 (Successful)

• PSLV-C5 launched

RESOURCESAT-1(IRS-P6) on
October 17, 2003 (Successful)

• PSLV-C4 launched KALPANA-
1(METSAT) on September 12,
2002 (Successful)

• PSLV-C3 launched TES on
October 22, 2001 (Successful)

• PSLV-C2 launched
OCEANSAT(IRS-P4), KITSAT-
3 and DLR-TUBSAT on May
26, 1999 (Successful)

• PSLV-C1 launched IRS-1D on
September 29, 1997
(Successful)

• PSLV-D3 launched IRS-P3 on
March 21, 1996 (Successful)

• PSLV-D2 launched IRS-P2 on
October 15, 1994 (Successful)

• PSLV-D1 launched IRS-1E on
September 20, 1993 (Unsuc-
cessful)

PSLV “global endorsement ofPSLV “global endorsement ofPSLV “global endorsement ofPSLV “global endorsement ofPSLV “global endorsement of
India’s space capability”India’s space capability”India’s space capability”India’s space capability”India’s space capability”

The Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi witnesses successful
launch of PSLV-C23 in Sriharikota
Calls for maximizing use of space
science in governance and
development. Speaking of India’s
age-old ethos of the whole world
being one family, the Prime Minister
said India’s space programme is
driven by a vision of service to
humanity, not a desire of power. He
said India has a rich heritage of
science and technology, including
space. Shri Modi said the works of
our ancestors, who included
visionaries like Bhaskaracharya and
Aryabhata, still continue to inspire
generations of scientists. He added
that India must share the fruits of its
advancement in space technology
with the developing world, and
neighbours in particular. He called
upon the space community to take
up the challenge of developing a
SAARC satellite that can be
dedicated to our neighbourhood as
a gift from India.

Shri Modi said we can be proud
of the Indian space programme,
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which is fully indigenous, developed
in the face of great international
pressure and hurdles. He described
it as a domain where “we have
pushed beyond mediocrity to
achieve excellence.” He said the
moon mission was inspired by the
vision of former Prime Minister, Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Among ongoing
projects, Shri Modi referred to the
Mars Mission, and the satellite-based
navigation system.Referring to the
benefits of space technology for the
common man, the Prime Minister said
it drives modern communication,

empowers children in remote villages
with quality education, and ensures
quality healthcare to all, through
telemedicine. He said it has a critical
role in realizing the vision of a Digital
India – the power of 125 crore
connected Indians.The Prime
Minister said continued progress in
space must remain a mission of high
priority. He called for developing
more advanced satellites and
expanding our satellite footprint. He
said India has the potential to be the
launch service provider of the world
and must work towards this goal.

The Prime Minister called for
involving India’s youth with space.
Shri Modi said he was pleased to have
met the young scientists as
Sriharikota, and admired their work
and their achievements. He
commended Dr. K. Radhakrishnan for
his leadership, and said India’s space
programme is the best example of his
vision of scale, speed and skill. He
wished the team of scientists the best
as they prepare to insert our
spacecraft into the orbit of Mars in a
few months.

Rohit SinghRohit SinghRohit SinghRohit SinghRohit Singh
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Breaking the Delhi/NCR Myth:Breaking the Delhi/NCR Myth:Breaking the Delhi/NCR Myth:Breaking the Delhi/NCR Myth:Breaking the Delhi/NCR Myth:

Civil Services Examination is a
respectable career option. Thus, a
large number of candidates take the
examination every year, to enter the
IAS, IPS, IFS and other Allied Ser-
vices. Most of the aspirants choose to
come to the major cities for their
preparations and coaching. How-
ever, a large number of aspirants are
not able to reach out to the urban
centers- like Delhi- which has be-
come the hub of coaching and study
material. These candidates face the
challenge of preparing for the IAS
exam, without a developed market
and coaching. Therefore, through this
article, we try to discuss and guide
the candidates, who are unable to
come to the big cities for prepara-
tions.

It is an unfortunate fact that most
of our rural and remote areas lack in
the availability of sufficient resources
and coaching institutions, for the
preparation of civil services
examination. However, still, a serious
aspirant shall not let his confidence
fall. Though the avenues of traditional
coaching are not available for the

aspirants residing in the rural and
remote areas of India, but, there are
many other options that such
candidates might choose.

The Silver Lining for the Rural/The Silver Lining for the Rural/The Silver Lining for the Rural/The Silver Lining for the Rural/The Silver Lining for the Rural/
Remote Area StudentsRemote Area StudentsRemote Area StudentsRemote Area StudentsRemote Area Students

Understand one thing, there is
no correlation between the
possibility of attaining success at the
IAS exam and not living in 'Delhi/
NCR'. What matters is your preparation
and dedication towards the exam
preparation. If you are able to focus
on your goal and keep your mind
away from the various distractions,
nothing can stop you from touching
success.

You must understand that the
main reason a candidate comes far
from his home is to be able to focus
better. However, for a serious
aspirant, it should not be of much
value. A serious candidate can
prepare for the exams from
anywhere. Also, it is a great myth that
an aspirant is able to put all of his focus
on his preparations, when studying
away from his home. In reality, living
outside is not easy. Away from your

home, you'll have to look after a whole
lot of necessities and make
arrangements for yourself. This takes
a great amount of mind and time.

Thus, a candidate, living in his
native town, should make himself
understand that there is no extra edge
for the people preparing from
outside the home. Instead, a person
living in a family environment can fall
back to the family support, in times
of depression and stress. This acts as
a silver lining for the candidates,
hailing from rural/remote areas.

The only factor that matters for
such aspirants is the availability of
quality study material and guidance
channel. Through the various
initiatives of the UPSCPORTAL, we
ensure that these concerns are also
met adequately.

Express Points:
1. The most important thing that

matter in determining your suc-
cess at the IAS exam is your
dedication and commitment. If
your are serious enough, the
closeness of the market and
coaching does not matter
much. So do not get bogged

IAS PREPARATION FOR RURAL/REMOTE AREAS STUDENTS
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down By the myths and beliefs
of the orthodox groups.

2. It is not necessary to use the
Conventional methods of
study. If you unable to ap-
proach the market, the Market
can come to you in the form of
online resources.

3. Living at your home, and in the
native place, has other added
plus points. You can always
count on the family support In
times of distress and tension.

Resources for the Rural/Resources for the Rural/Resources for the Rural/Resources for the Rural/Resources for the Rural/
Remote Area Students: ThankRemote Area Students: ThankRemote Area Students: ThankRemote Area Students: ThankRemote Area Students: Thank
You IT Revolution!You IT Revolution!You IT Revolution!You IT Revolution!You IT Revolution!

Thanks to the IT revolution, that
people are now able to transcend the
limitations posed by distance and
time. Through smartphones and
tablet revolution, even the people
living in the rural areas are able to reap
the advantages of the internet. It is
high time that the rural masses should
start utilizing the internet facilities for
their good. To guide the efforts of the
rural/remote area students,
UPSCPORTAL has come up with a
comprehensive package for the
student community, with
differentpackages and offers, made
with a concern for your interest.

In today's age, it has become
possible for the aspirants to pursue
their dreams through the means of
information technology. We provide
different types of coaching and guid-
ance, to the students, as per your in-
terest. As a mark of our good-will, the
UPSCPORTAL has started an initiative
to provide guidance to the different
sections of the student community.
see the Integrated Guidance
Programme (IGP) Considering the
difficulties faced by the student re-
siding in the rural and remote areas,
we have come up with an integrated
guidance programme (IGP) to deal
with the difficulties and challenges
faced by such students, and a ratio-
nal approach to deal with it.

Coming over to the main

problem that confronts the rural/
remote area students:

If Internet is easilyIf Internet is easilyIf Internet is easilyIf Internet is easilyIf Internet is easily
Available: Available: Available: Available: Available: if you are able to manage
an internet connection near your
place, nothing can impede your
chances of success. Having an
internet access opens the floodgates
of information and online market, that
is ever-present to serve you. Thus, do
not feel demotivated by the useless
thoughts, and put your efforts in your
preparations. You may select the
material from the online market, or
through the UPSCPORTAL products
(Study Material, Books, Online
Coaching) and prepare thereafter.

If Internet is not Available:If Internet is not Available:If Internet is not Available:If Internet is not Available:If Internet is not Available:
A serious problem emerges for those
students, who does not have the
internet access in their area. For that,
we would recommend a little extra
effort, in order to fetch the maximum
possible output with a minimal effort.
You might visit the nearest place,
where internet facility is available,
and buy the appropriate study mate-
rial for yourself, along with the prints
of the resources you find useful on
the internet. However, this would re-
quire a prior planning of what you in-
tend to do/study for the coming
weeks. This approach would help
you to spend minimal time in search
of the study material, while giving you
an adequate time for studying.

Further, you should subscribe
to a good newspaper, and read it
carefully on regular basis. Again, as
some recommended newspapers
might not be available in some areas,
you might choose to read it online,
and save the important articles. This
would keep you abreast with the
developments taking place in the
country and the world. See how to
study a newspaper

Express Points:
1. If you are unable to get access

to the internet and study mate-
rial in your area, try to visit the
nearest internet access point
And buy the study material

from a good source. You might
also subscribe to guidance
programme that suits your
needs.

2. Rely on the newspapers for
keeping up with the latest de-
velopments in the nation and
world.

3. Planning is most important for
the aspirant living in rural/re-
mote areas. Plan ahead and you
shall have no problem..

The Right ApproachThe Right ApproachThe Right ApproachThe Right ApproachThe Right Approach

An aspirant of the civil services
examination should focus on studying
quality material available online and
in newspapers. Do not get bogged
down by the unavailability of books
or coaching institutes in your area.
The Online markets compensate for
these facilities, very adequately.

However, before starting to go
deep into the studies, plan your
course of action, and execute it in
stages. Do not let anything for the last
moment. Since the distance from the
market, adds a time lag to your
preparations, you must compensate
for that by preparing you plans in
advance.

Even if you are not able to get
access the online coaching and study
material, do not feel demotivated.
Instead take the correspondence
courses offered by a good institute.
UPSCPORTAL gives you the oppor-
tunity to subscribe to our study ma-
terial and guidance programme, with-
out opting the online options.

Thus, do not fear the market-
myths, and just concentrate on your
efforts and 'karma'. UPSCPORTAL is
soon coming with its Android
Application, to help the candidates
in their search of quality
resources.You may contact us
through any means for any further
support and advice.

We wish the candidates All the
Best!!

Team UPSCPORTAL
© UPSCPORTALCOM
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• The prehistoric period in the
history of mankind can roughly
be dated from 200000 BC to
about 3500-2500 BC, when the
first civilisations began to take
shape. The first modern human
beings or the Homo sapiens set
foot on the Indian subcontinent
anywhere between 200000
BC and 40000 BC and they
soon spread throughout a large
part of the subcontinent, in-
cluding peninsular India.

• Man is said to have appeared
on the earth in the early Pleis-
tocene i.e. between 2,000,000
and 10,000 years before the
present.

• It is now well established that
the ear-liest human fossils
found in Africa dates back to
about 42 lakhs years. These
specimens show that the earli-
est human beings were shorter
in height and had a smaller
brain. The humans evolved over
a period of these 42 lakhs years
and the present form reached
about 50,000 years ago.

• The regular use of tools, begin-
ning 26 lakhs years ago in east
Africa is well attested and ac-
companies many earlier and
later hominid fossils.

• Except the solitary find of a
hominid fossil from Hathnaura
in the Narmada Valley, no early
human fossils have been found
in India, due to the climatic
conditions. According to the
estimation of experts cranial
capacity of this fossil is equal to
that of homo erectus.

• The various strata of the Shivalik
hills containing stone tools have
been dated between 20 lakhs

years and 12 lakhs years. An-
other scientific date for the
early stone tools came from the
archaeological site of Bori in
Pune district of Maharashtra
which is 13 lakhs and 80000
years old.

STONE AGESTONE AGESTONE AGESTONE AGESTONE AGE

• The age when the prehistoric
man began to use stones for
utilitarian purpose is termed as
the Stone Age. On the basis of
the specialization of the stone
tools, which were made during
that time the Stone Age is
divided intog three broad
divisions —

1. Paleolithic Age or the Old
Stone Age (from unknown till
8000 BC),

2. Mesolithic Age or the Middle
Stone Age (8000 BC-4000 BC)
and

3. Neolithic Age or the New
Stone Age (4000 BC-2500 BC)

1. Paleolithic Age1. Paleolithic Age1. Paleolithic Age1. Paleolithic Age1. Paleolithic Age

• Paleolithic Culture of India de-
veloped in the Pleistocene pe-
riod of the ice-age.

• Animal remains found in the
Belan Valley in Mirzapur district
in Uttar Pradesh show that
goats, sheep and cattle were
exploited in Paleolithic age.

• The human beings living in the
Paleolithic Age were essentially
food gatherers and depended
on nature for food. The art of
hunting and stalking wild ani-
mals individually and later in
groups led to these people
making stone weapons and
tools.

• Crudely carved out stones were
used in hunting, but as the size
of the groups began to increase
and there was need for more
food, these people began to
make “specialized tools” by flak-
ing stones, which were pointed
on one end. These kind of tools
were generally used to kill small
animals and for tearing flesh
from the carcass of the hunted
animals.

• The basic technique of making
these crude tools was by tak-
ing a stone and flaking its sides
with a heavier stone. These
tools were characteristic of the
Paleolithic Age and were very
rough.

• Human beings had come to
make and use fire by this time.

• Based on tool technology the
Palaeolithic Age in India is di-
vided into three phases.These
phases are:

(i) Lower Palaeolithic Culture(i) Lower Palaeolithic Culture(i) Lower Palaeolithic Culture(i) Lower Palaeolithic Culture(i) Lower Palaeolithic Culture
• Dates available from various

sites indicat that the Lower
Palaeolithic culture or the early
Stone Age was quite wide-
spread phenomenon be-tween
5,00,000 and 50,000 B.C.Its
characteristic features - use of
hand axes, cleavers and chop-
pers.

• The raw materials used for mak-
ing these stone tools are of vari-
ous kinds of stone, like quartz-
ite, chert and sometimes even
quartz and besalt, etc.

• The Lower Palaeolithic tools
have been found over a large
area, virtually from all over In-
dia, except the plains of the
Indus, Saraswati. Brahmputra

ANCIENT HISTORY
THE PREHISTORIC PERIOD
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and Ganga where raw material
in the form of stone is not avail-
able.

• Some of the important sites of
Lower Palaeolithic culture are
Pahalgam in Kashmir, Belan val-
ley in Allahabad district (Uttar
Pradesh) Bhimbetka and
Adamgarh in Hoshangabad
district, (Madhya Pradesh), 16
R and Sinsgi Talav in Nagaur
district (Rajasthan), Nevasa in
Ahmadnagar district
(Maharashtra),Hunsgi in
Gulburga district (in Karnataka)
and the famous site of
Attirampakkam (Tamil Nadu).

(ii) Middle Palaeolithic(ii) Middle Palaeolithic(ii) Middle Palaeolithic(ii) Middle Palaeolithic(ii) Middle Palaeolithic
CultureCultureCultureCultureCulture

• The Middle Palaeolithic Culture
can be dated between  50,000
B.C. and 40,000 B.C. or even
slightly later on the basis of sci-
entific dates. Its characteristic
features are industries mainly
based on flakes.

• The Middle Palaeolithic tools
technology is characterized ba-
sically by the flake tool indus-
try. The tools are made on flakes
obtained by striking them out
from pebbles or cobbles.

• The tool types include small
and medium-sized handaxes,
cleavers and arious kinds of
scrapers, borers, and knives.
The tools show regional varia-
tions both in terms of available
raw materials as well as shapes
and sizes.

• Some of the most important
sites of Middle Palaeolithic pe-
riod are Bhimbetka, Nevasa,
Pushkar, Rohiri hills of upper
Sind, and Samnapur on
Narmada.

(iii) Upper Palaeolithic(iii) Upper Palaeolithic(iii) Upper Palaeolithic(iii) Upper Palaeolithic(iii) Upper Palaeolithic
CultureCultureCultureCultureCulture

• The Middle Palaeolithic Culture
slowly evolved into the Upper
Palaeolithic Culture. From the
scientific dates available from

the various sites one may safely
say that Upper Palaeolithic
Culture lasted from about
40,000 B.C to 10,000 B.C.

• Upper Palaeolithic Culture is
characterised by use of blades
and burins. It appears that the
concept of composite tools
start developing during this
cultural period.

• One of the most remarkable
discovery of the Upper
Palaeolithic period is that of a
rubble built, roughly circular
platform of about 85 cm in
diameter.

• The Upper Palaeolithic tools
have been found in Rajasthan,
parts of the Ganga and Belan
valleys, Central and Western
India, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka. The main tool
types are scrapers, points, awls,
burins, borers, knives, etc.

2. Mesolithic Age2. Mesolithic Age2. Mesolithic Age2. Mesolithic Age2. Mesolithic Age

• Paleolithic age came to an end
with the end of the Ice Age
around 9000 B.C.An
intermediate stage in Stone
Age culture began in 9000 B.C,
called Mesolithic Age or Middle
Stone Age.

• The simple handheld stone
tools were now attached to
thick branches from trees with
rope made from animal skin and
sinew. These tools are known
as hand axes, which could be
flung at fast-moving animals
from a distance. Apart from
hand axes, they also produced
crude stone-tipped wooden
spears, borers, and burins.

• The characteristic tools of
Mesolithic Age are Microliths.
The microlithic tools are
characterised by parallel-sided
blades taken out from
prepared cores of such fine
material as chert, chalcedony,
crystal, jasper, carnelian, agate,
etc. Bagor in Rajasthan is the

type site of Microlith
excavations.

• These Microlithic  tools are
generally 1 to 5 cm. long and
the types include smaller
verision of upper Palaeolithic
types such as points, scrapers,
burins, awls, etc., besides some
new tool-types like lunates,
trapezes, triangles,
arrow-heads, of various shapes
and sizes.

• Bhimbetka near Bhopal
presents the art of painting
practiced by Paleolithic and
Mesolithic people. It contains
more than 500 painted rock
shelters, distributed in an area
of 10 sq. km.The exact date of
these paintings is not certain,
but some of the paintings are
as old as 12,000 years. The
prehistoric artist used natural
white and red pigments in
depicting the various themes,
which were close to his heart
and sustenance.

• Some of the most important and
extensively studied sites of
Mesolithic culutre are Bagor in
Rajasthan, Langhnaj in Gujarat,
Sarai Nahar Rai, Chopani
Mando, Mahdaha and
Damdama in Uttar Pradesh and
Bhimbetka and Adamgarh in
Madhya Pradesh.

• We get the evidence of the
association of sheep and goat
with the Mesolithic people from
Bagor and Adamgarh, around
sixth millennium B.C. This
suggests that they may have
partly adopted the settled way
of life. We come to know that
these communities were
essentially hunters, food-
gatherers and fishermen, but
also practised some form of
agriculture.

3. Neolithic Age3. Neolithic Age3. Neolithic Age3. Neolithic Age3. Neolithic Age

• Approximately 10,000 years
ago at the end of the
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Pleistocene Age, climatic
conditions more or less similar
to those of today were
established in western and
southern Asia.   The most
fundamental advance that has
affected the course of human
life was the domestication of a
large number of animals and
plants. The present evidence
suggests that in west Asia,
wheat and barely were
domesticated by 7000 B.C.

• The Neolithic Age (9000 BC-
2500 BC) or the New Stone
Age was the last phase of the
Stone Age and is characterised
by very finely flaked, small
stone tools, also known as
blades and burins.

• Neolithic (New Stone) Age
began in 9000 B.C. in the world
context. The only Neolithic
settlement in the Indian
subcontinent attributed to
7000 B.C. lies in Mehrgarh,
which is situated in Baluchistan,
a province of Pakistan.

• The archaeological sites of Kili
Ghul Mohammad, Gumla, Rana
Ghundai, Anjira, Mundigak, and
Mehrgarh in the Kacchi plain
give evidence of a date
between 7000-5000 B.C. Of
these Mehrgarh has been most
extensively examined. The
evidence shows that the
habitation here began in about
7000 B.C. but in the early
period no use of ceramic is
seen. However, in about a 1000
years time i.e. around 6000 B.C.
earthen pots and pans come in
use : first handmade and then
wheel-made.

• The beads found with burial
remains show that people used
beads made of lapis lazuli,
carnelian, banded agate and
white marine shell. A single
copper bead has also been
found. The occurrence of shell
bangles and pendants made of

mother-of-pearl indicates long-
distance trade.

• Some of the most important
Neolithic sites are Gufkaral and
Burzahom in Kashmir, Mahgara,
Chqpani Mando and Koldihwa
in Belan valley in Uttar Pradesh
and Chirand in Bihar.Besides
rice, evidence for barley
cultivation is attested at
Mahgarah. They built houses of
wattle-and daub, with rammed
floor. tended cow, bull, goat,
sheep, and cultivated horse
gram, millet and ragi.

• The early Neolithic settlers in
the north-west in Burzahom
lived in pit dwell-ings, rather
than building houses over the
ground settlement at Chirand
in Bihar is relatively late.

• The Neolithic Age also saw the
domestication of cattle, horses,
and other farm animals. which
were used for dairy and meat
products. An important
invention of this time was the
making of the wheel.

• The people of Gufkaral, a
Neolithic site 41 km south-west
of Srinagar, practised both
agriculture and domestication
of animals.

• It is interesting that the
Burzahom domestic dogs and
were buried with their masters
in their graves. The placing of
domestic dogs in the graves of
the masters do not seem to be
the practice with Neolithic
people in any other part of
India.

• We have the most decisive
evidence of new patterns of
subsistence in south India,
almost contemporary with the
Harappan culture. Some of the
most important sites in southern
India are Kodekal, Utnur, and
Andhra Pradesh: Tekkalkolta,
Maski. T. Narsipur. Sangankullu,
Hallur and Brahmagiri in
Karnataka and Paiyampalli in

Tamil Nadu.

PREHISTORIC ROCK ARPREHISTORIC ROCK ARPREHISTORIC ROCK ARPREHISTORIC ROCK ARPREHISTORIC ROCK ARTTTTT

• Some of the important rock-
painting sites are Murhana
Pahar in Uttar Pradesh.
Bhimbetka, Adamgarh, Lakha
Juar in Madhya Pradesh and
Kupagallu in Karnataka.

• The colours used in making
these drawings are deep red,
green, white and, yellow.

• The distribution of these rock-
paintings is very wide. They
have been found in Chargul in
north-west Pakistan to Orissa in
the east, and from the Kumaon
hills is in the north to Kerala in
the south.

• Depiction of human figures in
rock paintings is quite common.
The humans are shown in
various activities, such as
dancing, running, hunting,
playing games and engaged in
battle.

• Animals are the most frequently
depicted subjects either alone
or in large and small groups and
shown in various poses. There
are also some hunting scenes,
of which the rhinoceros hunt
from the Adamgarh group of
rock-shelters is indicative of the
joining of large number of
people for the hunt of bigger
animals.

halcolithic  Farming Cultureshalcolithic  Farming Cultureshalcolithic  Farming Cultureshalcolithic  Farming Cultureshalcolithic  Farming Cultures
of Indianof Indianof Indianof Indianof Indian
SubcontinentSubcontinentSubcontinentSubcontinentSubcontinenthalcolithichalcolithichalcolithichalcolithichalcolithic
Farming Cultures of IndianFarming Cultures of IndianFarming Cultures of IndianFarming Cultures of IndianFarming Cultures of Indian
SubcontinentSubcontinentSubcontinentSubcontinentSubcontinent

• The Neolithic Age quickly gave
way to a number of small
“’cultures” that were highly
technical. These people used
copper and bronze to make a
range of utilitarian tools. This
phase or period is termed as the
Chalcolithic Age’(1800 BC-
1000BC).
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• The Chalcolithic cultures
flourished during the third
millennium and second
millennium B.C.

• End of Neolithic period saw
the use of metals. First metal to
be used was copper and
culture based on the use of
stone and copper implements
was called chalcolithic (i.e.
copper stone).Some cultures
determined by their uses of
poteries or waresare as follows:

• NBPW: NBPW: NBPW: NBPW: NBPW: The Northern black
polished ware, characteristic of
the urban centres of the Ganga
plain, is thought to have
developed from high
temperature firing techniques
used in smelting iron and from
the use of local hematite soil.
Its extensive distribution as a
luxury ware helps the tracking
of exchange and trade in
various parts of the sub-
continent.

• OCP: OCP: OCP: OCP: OCP: The period covered by
the Occur Coloured Pootery
culture may roughly be placed
between 2000 and 1500 B.C.
on the basis of a series of eight
scientific datings. In the upper
portion of the Doab, settlement
begins with the advent of the
ochre-coloured pottery
people.

• PGW: PGW: PGW: PGW: PGW: The Painted Grey Ware
culture, of which some sites are
located in the Hakra plain in a
post-Harappan context, was
predominant in the western
Ganga plains in the first
millennium B.C., spreading
from the Indo-Gangetic
watershed to the confluence
of the Ganga and Yamuna.
Important settlements of the
PGW include Roper (Punjab),
Bhagwanpura (Haryana) and
Atranji Kheda, Hastinapur,
Ahichhatra and Jakhera (Uttar
Pradesh).

• They are all characterised by

painted ceramic, usually black-
on-red, a specialised blade and
flake chalce-dony and chert,
and copper and bronze tools,
though on a restricted scale.
Their economy was based on-
subsistence agriculture, stock-
rais-ing and hunting and fishing.
Some important Chalcolithic
cultures are:

Malwa culture : 1900-1400 B.C.
Ahar culture : 2800-1500 B.C.
Kayatha culture : 2450-1700 B.C.
Jorwe culture : 1500-900 B.C.
Svalda cuture : 2300-2000 B.C.
Prabhas culture : 2000-1400 B.C.
Rangpur Culture : 1700-1400 B.C.

• The Kayatha culture is
characterised by a sturdy
red-slipped ware painted with
designs in chocolate colour, a
red painted buff ware and a
combed ware bear-ing incised
patterns.The Ahar people
made a distinctive black-and-
red ware decorated with white
designs.

• The settlements of Kayatha
culture are only a few in
numbers, mostly located on the
Chambal and its tributaries.
They are relatively small in size
and the biggest may be not
over two hectares. Settlements
those of Ahar Culture are big in
contrast to small Kayatha
culture.

• The Malwa ware is rather coarse
in fabric but has a thick buff
surface over which designs are
made either in red or black. The
Malwa ware - typical of the
Malwa chalcotithic culture of
central and western India is
considered the richest among
the chalcolithic ceramics.
Some of its pottery and other
cultural elements are also found
in Maharashtra.

• Navdatoli, Eran and Nagada are
the three best known
settlements of Malwa culture.It
has been seen that some of

these sites were fortified and
Nagada had been a bastion of
mud-bricks.Eran similarly had a
fortification wall with a moat.

• The Prabhas and Rangpur
wares are both derived from
the Harappan. But have a glossy
surface due to which they are
also called Lustrous Red Ware.
The Rangpur culture sites are
located mostly on Ghelo and
Kalubhar rivers in Gujarat.

• The Jorwe settlements are
comparatively larger in
number. More than 200
settlements are known from
Maharashtra. Prakash,
Daimabad nad Inamagaon are
some of the known settlements
of this culture. The largest of
these is Daimabad which
measured almost 20 hectares.

• Chronologically there are
several series of chalcolithic
settlements in India. Some are
pre-Harappan, others are
contemporaries of the
Harappan culture and still
others are post-Harappan. Pre-
Harappan strata on some sites
in the Harappan zone are also
called early Harappan in order
to distinguish them from the
mature urban Indus Civilization.
Thus the pre-Harappan phase
at Kalibangan in Rajasthan and
Banawali in Haryana is distinctly
chalcolithic. So is the case with
Kot Diji in Sindh in Pakistan.

• Excavations reveal that Balathal
was a well fortified settlement.

• The Chalcolithic people built
rectangular and circular houses
of mud wattle- and-daub. The
circular houses were mostly in
clusters. These houses and huts
had roofs of straw supported
on bamboo and wooden
rafters.

• People raised cattle as well as
cultivated both kharif and rabi
crops in rotation. Wheat and
barley were grown in the area
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of Malwa. Rice is reported to
have been found from
Inamgaon and Ahar. These
people also cultivated jowar
and bajra andd so also kutth,
ragi, green peas, lentil and
green and black grams.

Religious BeliefsReligious BeliefsReligious BeliefsReligious BeliefsReligious BeliefsReligiousReligiousReligiousReligiousReligious
BeliefsBeliefsBeliefsBeliefsBeliefs

• The worship of mother
goddess and the bull was in
vogue. The Mother Goddess is
depicted on a huge storage jar
of Malwa culture in an applique
design. She is flanked by a
woman oil the right and
crocodile on the left, by the
side of which is represented
the shrine.

• The bull cult seems to have
been predominant in Malwa
during the Ahar period. A large
number of these both
naturalistic as well as stylised
lingas have been found from
most of the sites.

• Likewise the fiddle-shaped
figurines probably resembling
srivatsa, the symbol of Lakshmi,
the Goddess of wealth in
historical period represent a
mother Goddess

• Two figurines from lnamgaon,
belonging to late Jorwe
culture, have been identified
as proto-Ganesh, who is
worshipped for success before
embarking on an undertaking.

• Fireworship seems to have
been a very widespread
phenomenon among the
Chalcolithic people. Fire-altars
have been found from a large
number of Chalcolithic sites
during the course of
excavations.

• The occurrence of pots and
other funerary objects found
along with the burials of the
Malwa and  Jorwe people
indicate that people had a
belief in life after death.

Trade and CommerceTrade and CommerceTrade and CommerceTrade and CommerceTrade and CommerceTradeTradeTradeTradeTrade
and Commerceand Commerceand Commerceand Commerceand Commerce

• Chalcolithic communities
traded and exchanged
materials with other
contemporary communities.

• Wheeled bullock carts,
drawings of which have been
found on pots, were used for
long distance trade, besides
the river transport.
It appears that Ahar people,
settled close to the copper
source, supplied copper tools
and objects to other
contemporary communities in
Malwa and Gujarat.

• It has been suggested that most
of the copper axes found in
Malwa, Jorwe and Prabhas
cultures bear some
identification marks, which are
almost identical suggesting that
they may be the trademarks of
the smiths who made them.

• Gold and ivory may have come
form Tekkalkotta (Karnataka) to
Jorwe people who in turn
traded these to their
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .
Similarly,conch shell for
bangles were traded from the
Saurashtra coast to various
other parts of the Chalcolithc
regions.The semiprecious
stones may have been traded
to various parts from Rajpipla
(Gujarat).

• It is interesting to note that the
Jorwe people traded even the
pottery to distant places, as
Inamgaon pottery has been
found at several sites located
away from it.

TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology

• The Chalcolithic farmers had
made considerable progress in
ceramic as well as metal
technology. The painted
pottery was well made and well
fired in kiln. It was fired at a

temperature between 500-
700°C.

• We find axes, chisels, bangles,
beads, hooks etc. which were
mostly made of copper in metal
tools. The copper was
obtained, perhaps, from the
Khetri mines of Rajasthan.

• Lime was prepared out of
Kankar and used for various
purposes like painting houses
and lining the storage bins, etc.

• The find of crucibles and pairs
of tongs of copper at Inamgaon
shows the working of
goldsmiths.

Copper Hoard CultureCopper Hoard CultureCopper Hoard CultureCopper Hoard CultureCopper Hoard CultureCopperCopperCopperCopperCopper
Hoard CultureHoard CultureHoard CultureHoard CultureHoard Culture

• Since the first reported
discovery of a copper harpoon
from Bithur in Kanpur district
in 1822, nearly one thousand
copper objects have been
found from almost 90 localities
in various parts of India.

• The largest hoard from
Gungeria (Madhya Pradesh)
comprises 424 pieces of
copper objects and 102 thin
sheets of silver. The main types
of objects are various kinds of
celts, harpoons, antennae
swords, rings and
anthropomorphs.

• The source of metal for these
copper hoards appears to be
the Khetri copper mines as well
as hilly regions of Almora
District in Uttarakhand.

• The Copper Hoards include
weapons and tools as well as
objects of worship. The
harpoons and antennae swords
are likely to have been used as
weapons, while various kinds of
celts and axes may have been
used as tools. Bar celts appear
to have been used for mining
ores.
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OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS 

1. Earliest human fossils were
found from which of the
following places ?
(a) Africa
(b) North America
(c) Asia
(d) Europe

2. (The fossils of various periods
and stages of human
development have been found
from which parts of the world ?
(a) Africa
(b) China, Java, Sumatra
(c) Southern Europe
(d) All of the above

3. Early human fossils have been
found in India from where ?
(a) Langhnaj
(b) Bagor
(c) Rojadi (d) Hathnaura

4. According to the experts the
estimated cranial capacity of
Hathnaura fossil is equal to that
of which  of these ?
(a) Homoerectus
(b) Ramapithecus
(c) Australopithecus
(d) None of the above

5. It is well attested that the
regular use of tools in East
Africa began from-
(a) 1300000   years ago
(b) 10000000 years ago
(c) 5000000   years ago
(d) 26000000 years ago

6. In case of Indonesia several
homi-nid remains have recently
been dated between
(a) 1800000 and 1000000

years
(b) 2500000 and 1500000

years
(c) 1800000 and 1600000

years
(d) 3300000 and 1300000

years
7. Which of the following is

assessed age of earth ?
(a) 1250000000 years

     (b) 4600000000 years
     (c) 3600000000 years

(d) 1700000000 years
8 In China the early stone tools

are associated with human
fossils dated between
(a) 1300000 - 1100000 years
(b) 1900000 - 1700000 years
(c) 2100000 - 1100000 years
(d) 2700000 - 1900000 years

9. The various strata of the Shivalik
hills containing stone tools have
been dated between which of
the following ?
(a) 5000000 - 4000000 years
(b) 2000000 - 1200000 years
(c) 3000000 - 2700000 years
(d) None of the above

10. In India 1300000 years old
early stone tools found from
which of  the following
archaeological site ?
(a) Bori in Maharashtra
(b) Birbhanpur in Orissa
(c) Hunsgi in Karnataka
(d) All Palaeolithic above

11. The main tool types in Lower
Palaeolithic phase were
(a) Tools made on flakes
(b) Handaxes and Cleavers
(c) Chopper-Chopping tools
(d) Both (b) and (c)

12. The raw materials used for
making stone tools in lower
Palaeolithic were of which
stone ?
(a) Quartzite and Chert
(b) Quartz (c) Besalt
(d) All of the above

13. The lower Palaeolithic tools
have been found over a large
area, virtually from all over India
except
(a) The plain of Kaveri
(b) The plain of Mahanadi
(c) The plain of Narmada
(d) The plains of Indus,

Saraswati, Brahmputra and
Ganga

14. The Lower Palaeolithic famous
site of Attirampakkam is situated
in
(a) Karnataka
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Kerala (d) Tamil Nadu

15. Which of the following sites is/
are the important site of lower
Palaeolithic cultures?
(a) Adamgarh
(b) Belan valley and

Bhimbetka
(c) Nevasa
(d) All of the above

16. Which of the following sites is/
are not correctly matched ?
(a) Erana - Nagpur
(b) Bhimbetka - Hoshangabad
(c) Nevasa -Ahmadnagar
(d) All of the above

17. Three radio carbon dates from
Koldihwa provide the earliest
evidence for the domesticated
variety of rice going back to
about:
(a) C. 4,000 B.C.
(b) C.3,000 B.C.
(c) C. 6,500 B.C.
(d) C.10,000 B.C.

18. Which of the following
neolithic sites is/are correctly
matched:
(a) Gufkral-Kashmir
(b) Chopani Mando - Uttar

Pradesh
(c) Koldihwa - Uttar Pradesh
(d) All of the above

19. Besides rice, evidence for
barley cultivation is attested at:
(a) Koldihwa
(b) Chirand
(c) Mahgara
(d) Chopani Mando

20. In the North-West early
neolithic settlers lived in pit
dwelling in:
(a) Chopani Mando
(b) Sarai Khola
(c) Burzahom
(d) Chirand

21. In southern Neolithic age is
dated between:
(a) 1,000 - 800 B.C.
(b) 1,500 - 500 B.C.
(c) 2,600 - 800 B.C.
(d) 800 - 100 B.C.

22. The Palaeolithic age in India is
divided into how many
phases?
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(a) Three phase
(b) Four phase
(c) Six phase
(d) Ten phase

23. Which of the following
Neolithic site is/are correctly
matched?
(a) Utnur - Andhra Pradesh
(b) T. Narsipur - Karnataka
(c) P iyampalli - Tamil Nadu
(d) Kidekal - Andhra Pradesh

24. They (the people of South
India) cultivated
(a) Horse gram and millet
(b) Wheat and barley
(c) Ragi
(d) Both (a) and (c)

25. The earliest Neolithic
settlement in the Indian
subcontinent first developed in
(a) The north of the Ganga
(b) The south of the Narmada
(c) The west of the Indus
(d) The east of the Brahmputra

26. Which of the following
chalcolithic cultures is/are
correctly matched?
(a) Ahar Culture - C. 2800 -

1500 B.C.
(b) Kayatha Culture - C. 2450 -

1700 B. C.
(c) Malwa Culture - C. 1900 -

1400 B.C.
(d) All of the above

27. Whick of the following
chalcolithic cultures is/are
correctly matched-
(a) Sayalda Culture-  2300-

2000 B.C.
(b) Jorwe Culture -  1500 - 900

B.C.
(c) Prabhas Culture -  2000 -

1400 B.C.
(d)A ll of the above

28. The most distinguishing feature
of these chalcolithic cultures is
their distinct
(a) Agriculture (b) Trade
(c) Urbanisation
(d) Painted pottery

29. The middle Palaeolithic tool
technology is characterised
basically by the

(a) Handaxe and Cleaver
Industries

(b) Flake tool industry
(c) Tool made on flakes and

blades
(d) All of the above

30. The Middle Palaeolithic tool
types include of which of these
?
(a) Small and medium sized

hand axes
(b) Cleaver and various kinds

of scrapers
(c) Borers and knives
(d) All of the above

31. Lower Palaeolithic culture was
quite wide spread
phenomenon between
(a) 6,00,000 and 60,000 B.C. .
(b) 1,00,000 and 10,000 B.C.
(c) 5,00,000 and 50,000 B.C.
(d) 5,000 and 1,000 B.C.

32. Middle Palaeolithic tools have
mostly been found from which
of these areas?
(a) Central India and Deccan
(b) Rajasthan and Maharashtra
(c) Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and

Orissa
(d) All of the above

33. Which of among Some of the
most important sites of Middle
Palaeolithic period ?
(a) Pahalgam and Belan valley
(b) Pushkar and Rohiri hills of

upper Sind
(c) Bhimbetka and Nevasa
(d) (b) and (c)

34. On the basis of scientific dates
the middle Palaeolithic can be
dated between which of the
following ?
(a) 50,000 B.C. and 10,000

B.C.
(b) 10,000 B.C. and 5,000 B.C.
(c) 50,000 B.C. and 40,000

B.C.
(d) 40,000 B.C. and 10,000

B.C.
35. The main tool types in upper

Palaeolithic culture were -
(a) Tool made on flakes
(b) Handaxe and cleaver

(c) Tool made on flakes and
blades

(d) None of the above
36. The upper Palaeolithic tools

have been found in which of
these areas ?
(a) Rajasthan and part of the

Ganga
(b) Belan valley central and

western India
(c) Gujarat and Andhra

Pradesh
(d) All of the above

37. The tool types of upper
Palaeolithic culture were -
(a) Borers and knives
(b) Awls and burins
(c) Scrapers and points
(d) All of the above

38. Which one of the following
chalcolithic cultures is
characterised by a sturdy red
slipped ware painted with
designs in chocolate colour, a
red painted buff ware and a
combed ware bear-ing incised
patterns?
(a) Ahar Culture
(b) Kayatha Culture
(c) Malwa Culture
(d) Savalda Culture

39. Concept of composite tools
started developing during
which of the following period?
(a) Lower palaeolithic culture
(b) Upper palaeolithic culture
(c) Middle palaeolithic culure
(d) None of the above

40. Upper Palaeolithic period
lasted from which period ?
(a) 1,00,000 B.C. and 50,000

B.C.
(b) 80,000 B.C. and 40,000

B.C.
(c) 60,000 B.C. and 30,000

B.C.
(d) 40,000 B.C. and 10,000

B.C.
1.Which of the following sites has

yielded evidence of rice :
(about 7,000 B.C.)?
(a) Chirand
(b) Barudih



The Prehistoric PeriodThe Prehistoric PeriodThe Prehistoric PeriodThe Prehistoric PeriodThe Prehistoric Period

 http://www.civilservicesmentor.com 9 29 29 29 29 2 http://www.iasexamportal.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

(c) Koldihwa
(d) Daojali-Hoding

42. Kupruk in Afghanistan suggests
that wild precursors of
domesticated sheep, goat and
cattle were being exploited by
man about:
(a) 5,000 years back
(b) 10,000 years back
(c) 16,000 years back
(d) 26,000 years back

43. In the Indian context, the
Neolithic agriculture based
region can roughly be divided
into
(a) Two groups
(b) Six groups
(c) Four groups
(d) Eight groups

44. One of the most remarkable
discovery of the upper
Palaeolithic period is
(a) Fire
(b) A Rubble build
(c) An Iron blade
(d) Wheel

45. The microlithic tools are
characterised by parallel sided
blades taken out from
prepared cores of such fine
material as:
(a) Chert and chalcedony
(b) Crystal and jasper
(c) Carnelian and agate
(d) All of the above

46. Most of these chalcolithic
cultures-flourished in
(a) Semi-arid regions of

Rajasthan
(b) Madhya Pradesh and

Gujarat
(b) Maharashtra
(d) All of the above

47. The settlements of Kayatha
culture are only a few in
number, mostly located on the
(a) Yarnuna and its tributaries
(b) Chambal and its tributaries.
(c) Sindhu and its tributaries
(d) All of the above

48. Which of the following (Ahar
Culture) sites was a well
fortified settlement?

(a) Gilund
(b) Ahar
(b) Balathal
(d) None of the above

49. The people of Malwa Culture
settled mostly on the
(a) Ganga and its tributaries
(b) Narmada and its tributaries
(c) Godavari and its tributaries
(d) Kosi and its tributaries

50. Navdatoli, Eran and Nagada are
the three best known
settlements of
(a) Ahar culture
(b) Rangpur culture
(c) Savalda culture
(d) Malwa culture

51. Navdatoli (one of the largest
chalcolithic settlements in the
country) measures almost
(a) 50 hectares
(b) 100 hectares
(c) 30 hectares
(d) 10 hectares

52. The economy of the earliest
neolithic culture was based on
(a) Industrial economy
(b) Agricultural economy
(c) Animal Husbandry

economy
(d) All of the above

53. The Rangpur culture sites are
located mostly on
(a) Chambal river in Madhya

Pradesh
(b) Mahanadi in Orissa
(c) Ghelo and Kalubhar river in

Gujarat
(d) Krishna river in Karnataka

54. Prakash, Daimabad and
Inamgaon are some of the best
known settlements of:
(a) The Rangpur Culture
(b) The Kayatha Culture
(c) The Jorwe Culture
(d) The Prabhas Culture

55. The largest of these (Jorwe
culture) is Daimabad which
measured almost
(a) 50 hectares
(b) 20 hectares
(c) 80 hectares
(d) 30 hectares

56. More than 200 settlements of
Jorwe culture are known from:
(a) Uttarakhand
(b) Jharkhand
(b) Maharashtra
(d) Nagaland

57. The C-14 dates available for the
mesolithic culture from various
sites show that this industry
began around
(a) 18,000 B.C. and survived

upto 10,000 B.C.
(b) 12,000 B.C. and survived

upto 2,000 B.C.
(c) 20,000 B.C. and survived

upto 8,000 BC.
(d) All of the above

58. From the sites in Rajasthan..
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh we
come to know that these
communities were essentially
(a) Hunters
(b) Food-gatherers
(c) Fishermen
(d) All of the above

59. Which of the following
mesolithic communities were in
touch with people of the
Harappan and other
chalcolithic cultures?
(a) Bagor
(b) Langhnag
(c) Rerigunta
(d) Both (a) and (b)

60. Three copper arrowheads,
typical of the Harappan
civilisation have been found
from
(a) Manda (b) Bagor
(c) Mahdaha
(d) Bhimbetka

61. The pleistocene age ended
approxima-tely:
(a) 50,000 years ago
(b) 30,000 years ago
(c) 10,000 years ago
(d) 3,000 years ago

62. Some of the most important and
extensively studied site of
mesolithic culture are:
(a) Bagor and Langhnaj
(b) Sarai Nahar Rai and

Chopani Mando
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(c) Mahdaha and Damdama
(d) All of the above

63. Which of the following
mesolithic sites is are correctly
matched ?
(a) Adamgarh - Madhya

Pradesh
(b) Damdama - Uttar Pradesh
(c) Bagor - Rajasthan
(d) All of the above

64. We get the evidence of the
association of sheep and goat
with the mesolithic people in
six millennium B.C. from:
(a) Mahadha and Bhimbetka
(b) Bagor and Manda
(c) Sarai Nahar Rai and

Langhnaj
(d) Adamgarh and Bagor

65. Almost all the rock-shelters in
India were occupied by
(a) The upper palaeolithic

people
(b) The lower palaeolithic

people
(c) The mesolithic people
(d) Both (a) and (c)

66. Rice is reported to have been
found from:
(a) Inamgaon
(b) Ahar
(c) Navadatoli
(d) Both (a) and (b)

67. Prehistoric art, the rock-
paintings have been found
from
(a) Noh (b) Dabarkot
(c) Ghazi Shah
(d) All of the above

68. Several headless figurines have
been compared with Goddess
visira of the Mahabharat found
at:
(a) Rajpipla
(b) Inamgaon
(c) Khetri
(d) Gungeria

69. during:
(a) The Fifth Millennium and

Fourth Millennium B.C.
(b) The Third Millennium and

Second Millenniun B.C.

(c) The Fourth Millennium and
Third Millemnium B.C.

(d) None of the above
70. It has been postulated that

these cultures declined due to:
(a) Decline in rainfall
(b) Foreign invasion
(c) The rise of Harappan

civilisation
(d) None of the above

71. The painted pottery was well
made fired in kiln. It was fired
at a temperature between:
(a) 100 - 200°C
(b) 200 - 300°C
(c) 400 - 500°C
(d) 500 - 700°C

72. Copper was obtained from:
(a) Tekkalkotta (Karnataka)
(b) Prakash (Maharashtra)
(c) Khetri (Rajasthan)
(d) Chunar (Uttar Pradesh)

73. Gold ornaments were
extremely rare and have been
found only in:
(a) The Ahar Culture
(b) The Kayatha Culture
(c) The Jorwe Culture
(d) The Prabhas Culture

74. Crucibles and pairs of tongs of
copper have been found at:
(a) Mahadaha
(b) Chirand
(c) Navdatoli
(d) Inamgaon

75. Some of the important rock-
painting sites are
(a) Bhimbetka and Adamgarh
(b) Lakhajuar and Kapuagalla
(c) Murhana Pahar
(d) All of the above

76. Which of the following
rock-painting sites is/are
wrongly matched?
(a) Murhana Pahar – Uttar

Pradesh
(b) Bhimbetka - Madhya

Pradesh
(c) Kupagulla - Kerala
(d) All of the above

77. Which one of the following was
not frequently depicted in rock
paintings?

(a) Animals(b) Birds
(c) Fishes (d) God

78. In making these Rock-paintings
which colours were used ?
(a) Black and Magenta
(b) White and Yellow
(c) Deep Blue and Green
(d) Both (a) and (c)

79. Which of the following was/
were depicted in rock-
paintings:’
(a) Human(b) Birds
(c) Fishes
(d) All of the above

80. The present evidence suggests
that in west Asia, wheat and
barley were domesticated by:
(a) 10,000 B.C.
(b) 1.000 B.C.
(c) 7,000 B.C.
(d) 15.000 B.C.

81. Rice seems to have been
domesticated in India by about:
(a) 10,000 B.C

. (b) 1,000 B.C.
(c) 7,000 B.C.
(d) 15,000 B.C.

82. Which of the following indicate
that people had a belief in life
after death?
(a) Malwa peop

83. Which one of the following
neolithic sites shows that the
habitation here began in about
7000 B.C. but in the early
period no use of ceramic is
seen?
(a) T. Narssipur
(b) Barudih
(c) Mehrgarh
(d) Sangana Kallu

84. The subsistence of early
inhabitants was focussed
primarily on:
(a) Hunting
(b) Food gathering
(c) A g r i c u l t u r e

(Supplimentary)
(d) All of the above

85. Which of the following
potteries came first into use
(with the onset of the sixth
millennium B.C.)?
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(a) Handmade Pottery
(b) Wheel-made Pottery
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of the above

86. The beads found with burial
remains show that people used
beads made of
(a) Lapis lazuli and carnelian
(b) Banded agate
(c) White marine shell
(d) All of the above

87. Some of the most important
neolithic sites are?
(a) Gufkral and Burzahom
(b) Mahgara and Chopani

Mando
(c) Koldihwa and Chirand
(d) All of the above

88. The Ahar people made a
distinctive black and red ware
decorated with
(a) Black designs
(b) White designs
(c) Red designs
(d) Yellow designs

89. Which among the following
wares is rather coarse in fabric,
but has a thick buff surface
over which designs are made
either in red or black?,
(a) Rangpur ware
(b) Malwa ware
(c) Savalda ware
(d) None of the above

90. The Prabhas and Rangpur
wares are both derived from
the Harappan, but have a glossy
surface due to which they are
also called
(a) Lustrous Black ware

        (b) Lustrous Red ware
(c) Lustrous Yellow ware
(d) None of the above

91. Which domesticated animals
bone have been found in
neolithic age?
(a) Sheep and Goat
(b) Pig (c) Cattle
(d) All of the above

92. Jorwe ware is painted
(a) Black or Red
(b) Red or Black

(c) White or Black
(d) All of the above

93. Almost all these chalcolithic
cultures flourished in the
(a) Wheat soil zone
(b) Black cotton soil zone
(c) Tea soil zone
(d) All of the above

94. We find that harpoons,
antennae swords and
anthropornorphs are basically
confined to
(a) Haryana
(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Bihar
(d) Jharkhand

95. Even today all over nortern
India tiny anthropomorphs of
the size of 4-10 cm. are
worshipped as
(a) The Goddess
(b) Shani Devata
(c) Indra Devata
(d) Hanuman

96. The OCP people used copper
tools and cultivated
(a) Rice
(b) Barley and gram
(c) Khaseri
(d) All of the above

97. This (O.C.P.) pottery has been
found all over
(a) Upper Narmada plains
(b) Upper Sindhu plains
(c) Upper Krishna plains
(d) Upper Gangetic plains

98. Copper hoard objects were
found in association with OCP
deposits at
(a) Kalsi in Dehradun
(b) Saipai in Etah
(c) Bithur in Kanpur
(d) Sarnath in Banaras

99. Which of the following
settlements would have served
as major centres of trade and
exchange? –
(a) Ahar, Gilund and Nagda
(b) Navdatoli, Eran and

Prabhas
(c) Rangpur, Prakash and

Daimabad

(d) All of the above
100. Which of the following sites

people settled close to the
copper source, supplied
copper tools and objects to
other contemporary
communities in Malwa and
Gujarat?
(a) Navdatoli
(b) Daimabad
(c) Ahar
(d) Rangpur

ANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERS

1. (a) 2. (d) 3. (d)
4. (a) 5. (b) 6. (c)
7.(b) 8. (b) 9. (b)

10. (a) 11. (d) 12. (d)
13. (d) 14. (d) 15. (d)
16. (a) 17. (c) 18. (d)
19. (c) 20. (c) 21. (c)
22. (a) 23. (d) 24. (c)
25. (c) 26. (d) 27. (d)
28. (d) 29. (b) 30. (d)
31. (a) 32. (d) 33. (d)
34. (c) 35. (c) 36. (d)
37. (d) 38. (b) 39. (b)
40. (d) 41. (c) 42.(c)
43. (c) 44. (c) 45. (d)
46. (d) 47. (d) 48. (c)
49. (b) 50. (d) 51. (d)
52. (b) 53. (c) 54. (c)
55. (b) 56. (c) 57. (b)
58. (d) 59. (d) 60. (b)
61. (c) 62. (d) 63. (d)
64. (d) 65. (d) 66. (d)
67. (d) 68. (b) 69. (b)
70. (a) 71. (d) 72. (c)
73. (c) 74. (d) 75. (d)
76. (c) 77. (a) 78. (a)
79. (d) 80. (c) 81. (b)
82. (d) 83. (c) 84. (c)
85. (a) 86. (d) 87. (d)
88. (b) 89. (b) 90. (b)
91. (d) 92. (a) 93. (b)
94. (b) 95. (b) 96. (d)
97. (d) 98. (b) 99. (d)

100. (c) 101. (b)  102. (c)
103. (a) 104. (d) 105. (a)
106. (a) 107. (b) 108. (a)
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Archaeological DiscoveriesArchaeological DiscoveriesArchaeological DiscoveriesArchaeological DiscoveriesArchaeological Discoveries

• Harappa was the first site to be
discovered by Alexander
Cunningham in as early as 1875.
He was the first Director-
General of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), often
called the father of Indian
Archaeology. Harappan site
was badly destroyed by brick
robbers.

• The Harappan civilisation was
discovered in 1920-21
following the excavations by
R.D. Banerjee at Mohenjodaro
and by D.R. Sahni at Harappa.

• Primarily this civilization was
named after Harappa, the first
site where this unique culture
was discovered. But later
termed as the ‘Indus Valley
Civilisation’ due to the
discovery of more and more
sites in the Indus Valley.
Alternatively it has also come
to be called the ‘Harappan
civilisation’ after the name of its
first discovered site, because
more and more sites were
discovered far away from the
actual river valley.

• On the basis of the findings of
Harappan seals in Ur and Kish
in Mesopotamia, Marshal
suggested that Harappan
civilisation flourished between
3250 and 2750 B.C. Wheeler
dated it to 2500–1500 B.C. But
according to C – 14 system
mature Harappan Civilisation
was prevalent during 2350 –
1750 B.C.

• The cities were far more
advanced than their
counterparts in prehistoric
Egypt, Mesopotamia or
anywhere else in Western Asia.

• There were earlier and later
cultures, often called Early
Harappan and Late Harappan,

in the same area. The Harappan
civilisation is sometimes called
the Mature Harappan culture to
distinguish it from these
cultures.On the basis of
radiocarbon dating of this
civilisation following
chronology emerges:

Early Harappan Phase: 3500-2600 B.C.
Mature Harappan Phase: 2600-1900 B.C.
Late Harappan Phase: 1900- 1300 B.C.

• Those cultures which precede
Harappan culture are pre-
Harappan cultures, while proto-
Harappan cultures are those
pro-Harappan cultures which
have some close similarities

with the Harappan culture or
which may be said to have
anticipated certain essential
elements of Harappan culture.

• There is every chance that it
was in Ghaggar-Hakra system in
Cholistan that transition from
early Harappan ‘culture’ to ma-
ture Harappan ‘civilization’ was
achieved.

• Early Harappan settlements
were located in Kirthar pied-
mont and Kohistan; it is only
during mature Harappan ‘civi-
lized’ phase that we find settle-
ments, one of which was
Mohenjodaro, in floodplain.

HARAPPAN  CIVILISATION

itesitesitesitesites RiverRiverRiverRiverRiver  Location Location Location Location Location Discovered byDiscovered byDiscovered byDiscovered byDiscovered by YearYearYearYearYear

Harappa Ravi Dayaram Sahani 1921
Mohenjodaro Indus R.D. Bannerjee 1922
Lothal Bhogwa S.R. Rao 1957
Kalibangan Ghaggar A. Ghosh 1955
Chanhudaro Indus N.G. Majumdar 1935
Suktagendor Arabian Sea Aurel Stein
Banawali Saraswati R.S. Bisht 1973
Kot Diji Indus Ghurye 1935
Ropar Sutlej Y.D. Sharma 1953
Alamgirpur Hindan Punjab University 1958
Balakot Coastal George F. Dales 1979

AREAAREAAREAAREAAREA

• Harappan Civilisation covers an
area of 12,50,000 sq. km. Most
of these sites are located on
river banks.

• Distribution pattern of these
settlements in terms of rivers
are,that (i) only 40 settlements
are located on the Indus and
its tributaries and (ii) as many
as 1,100 (80%) settlements are
located on the vast plain be-
tween  the Indus and the
Ganga, comprising mainly the
Saraswati river system which is
dry today, and (iii) about 250
settlements are found in India
beyond the Saraswati river sys-
tem a number of them in
Gujarat, and a few in
Maharashtra.

• Its known extent in the west is
upto Sutkagendor in
Baluchistan. Alamgirpur in
(Meerut in Uttar Pradesh) in the
east; Daimaba Ahmadnagar in
Maharashtra) in south: and
Manda (Akhnoor in Jammu and
Kashmir) in the north.

• It covers an area of almost 1600
km. east-west and 1400 km.
north-south.

TOWN PLANNINGTOWN PLANNINGTOWN PLANNINGTOWN PLANNINGTOWN PLANNING

• Harappan Civilisation’s Town
Planning was very well planned.
If you look at the plan of the
Lower Town you will notice that
roads and streets were laid out
along an approximate “grid’
pattern intersecting at right
angles.
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• The towns were well planned
and the streets cut each other
at the right angles. Even the
width of these streets was in set
ratio. Lanes were considerably
narrower. Inner lanes seldom
rats straight but often twisted
and turned.

• One of the most distinctive
features of Harappan cities was
the carefully planned drainage
system. It seems that streets
with drains were laid out first
and then houses built along
them. If domestic waste water
had to flow into the street
drains, every house needed to
have at least one wall along a
street.

• Small drains made of burnt
bricks were connected with
bathing platforms and latrines
of private houses joined the
medium sized drains in the side
streets. These drains ran into
larger sewers in the main streets
which were covered with
bricks or dressed stone blocks.
Corbelled-arch drains have
also, been found. One of then
is almost 6 ft. deep which
functioned as main drain taking
all the waste water out of the
town.

• Most distinctive feature is
number of burnt-brick drains at
Mohenjodaro and Lothal.There
are drains in all larger streets and
smaller lanes also.There is no
system of street drainage at
Kalibangan.

• The average size of brick used
for houses was 7 × 15 × 30 cm.
but forth construction of
fortification walls the size of the
brick was of buyer size viz 10 ×
20 × 40 cm. Both sizes of bricks
have identical proportions 1 : 2
: 4, that the width is double the
thickness and the length four
times, the thickness.

• Doorways and windows rarely
opened out into the main street,

but faced side lanes.Some
houses have remains of
staircases to reach a second
storey or the roof. Often in a
room that could be reached
from the outside and perhaps
used by passers-by. Almost
every house had a bathroom
and in some cases there is
evidence of bathrooms on the
first floor.

• Earlier it was thought that all
cities were having a standard
division into high in western
citadel and a lower town to the
east reflecting the division o the
cities into rulers and the service
communities with the crafts
workshop located in the lower
city. But this interpretation is
not correct because large
public buildings market areas
large and small private houses
as well as crafts workshops have
been found in all areas.

• While most Harappan
settlements have a small high
western part and a larger lower
eastern section, there are
variations. At sites such as
Dholavira and Lothal (Gujarat),
the entire  settlement was
fortified, and sections within
the town were also separated
by walls. The Citadel within
Lothal was not walled off, but
was built at a height.

• Perhaps the most remarkable
feature of the citadel mound at
Mohenjodaro is the Great Bath.
This finely built brick structure
measures 12m, by 7m. and is
nearly 3m deep from the
surrounding pavement. It is
approached at either end by
flights of steps. The floor of the
bath was constructed of sawn
bricks set on edge in gypsum
mortar with a layer of bitumen
sandwiched between the inner
outer brick layers.

• Immediately to the west of the
Great Bath at Mohenjodaro is a

group of 27 blocks of bricks
work criss-crossed by narrow
lanes. Overall it measures 50 m.
east-west and 27 m. north-
south. Somewhat similar
structures have been found at
Harappa, Kalibangan and
Lothal, These structures have
been identified as granaries
which were used for storing
grains.

• An important structure is the
dockyard found at Lothal. It is a
large structure measuring 223
m. in length, 35 m. in width and
8 m. in depth, provided with
an inlet channel (12.30 m.
wide) in the eastern wall and a
spillway. The inlet channel was
connected to a river. By its side
is a 240 m. long and 21.6 in.
wide wharf.

Social and Political SystemSocial and Political SystemSocial and Political SystemSocial and Political SystemSocial and Political System

• The Harappan society seems to
have been divided into three
sections, viz. an elite class
associated with the Citadel, a
well-to-do middle Class, and a
relatively weaker section,
occupying the dower town
which were generally fortified.

• Whether these divisions were
based purely on economic
factors or had a socio-religious
basis it cannot be defined.
Some visualized transform-ation
of petty chiefdoms into
organized states.

• The Lower Town was also
walled. Several buildings were
built on platforms, which
served as foundations. It has
been calculated that if one
labourer moved roughly a cubic
metre of earth daily, just to put
the foundations in place it
would have required four
million person-days, in other
words, mobilising labour on a
very large scale.

• At Kalibangan it appears that
the priests resided in the upper
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part of the citadel and
performed rituals on fire altars
in the lower part of it.

ReligionReligionReligionReligionReligion

• It can be said from the available
evidence, that the religion of
the Indus people comprised:
(i) the worship of the Mother
Goddess (ii) the worship of a
male deity, probably of Shiva;
(iii) worship of animals, natural,
semi-human; (iv) worship of
trees in their natural state or of
their indwelling spirit; (v)
worship of inanimate stones or
other objects, of linga and yoni
symbols; (vi) chrematheism as
illustrated in the worship of the
sacred “incense-burners”; (vii)
faith in amulets and charms
indicative of demono-phobia;
and (viii) practice of yoga.

• These were regarded as mother
goddesses. Rare stone statuary
of men in an almost
standardised posture, seated
with one hand on the knee -
such as the “priest-king” was
also similarly classified. In other
instances, structures have been
assigned ritual significance.
These include the Great Bath
and fire altars found at
Kalibangan and Lothal.

• A male deity, “the protoype of
the historic Shiva. “ is portrayed
on a seal with three faces,
seated on low throne in the
typical posture of Yogi, with
two animals on each side -
elephant and tiger on right and
rhinoceros and buffalo on left,
and two deer standing under
the throne. The depiction
shows Shiva as pasupati

• Some animals - such as the one-
horned animal, often called the
“unicorn”-dipictid on seals
seem to be mythical, composite
creatures. In some seals, a figure
shown seated cross-legged in
a “yogic” posture, sometims

surrounded by animals has
been regarded as a depiction
of “proto-Shiva” that is an early
form -of one of the major deities
of Hinduism Besides conical
stone objects have been
classified as lingas.

• There is sufficient evidence for
the prevalence of phallic
worship. Numerous stone
symbols of female sex organs
(yoni worship), besides those
of the phallus, have been
discovered.

• The worship of fire is proved
by the discovery of fire altars at
Lothal. Kalibangan and
Harappa. At Kalibangan, Lothal,
and Banawali a number of ‘fire-
altars’ lave been found which
seim to have been used as
sacrificial altars.

• Indus people also worshipped
Gods in the form of trees
(piapal, etc.) and animals
(unicorn etc)

• Further they believed in ghosts
and evil forces and used
amulets as protection against
them.

Trade and CommerceTrade and CommerceTrade and CommerceTrade and CommerceTrade and Commerce

• Inter regional trade was carried
on with Rajasthan, Saurashtra,
Maharashtra. South India, parts
of Western Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. Foreign trade was
conducted mainly with
Mesopotamia and Bahrain.
Trade was carried on by
overland as well as overseas
transport. Bullock carts and
pack-oxen were employed for
land transport.

• Agricultural produce, industrial
raw material like copper ores,
stone, semiprecious shells, etc.
were traded. Besides the raw
material, finished products of
metals (pots and pans,
weapon, etc.), precious and
semi-precious stones (beads,
pendants. amulets etc.)

ornaments of gold and silver
were also traded to various
areas.

• In Indus area seals of
Mesopotamia, Iran and central
Asia occur at Mohenjodaro and
Kalibangan. ‘Gulf’ seal was
found at Lothal and seal with a
‘Gulf’ motif was also found at
Bet Dwaraka.

• There is evidence of sea and
river transport by ships and
boats in several seals and
terracotta models, apart from
the dockyard at Lothal. The
Sumerian texts refer lo trade
relations with Meluha’ which
was the ancient name given to
Indus region and they also
speak of two intermediate
stations called Dilmun
(identified with Bahrain) and
Makan (Makran coast).

• The occurrence of mature
Harappan seals and other
artefacts in contemporary
Mesopotamian civilisation, and
some of the Mesopotamian and
Egyptian objects in Harappan
civilization, and the evidence
of Mesopotamian documents.
establish that the Harappans
had trading relationship with
that land.

• The weights proceed in a
series, first doubling, from 1, 2,
4, 8, to 64 then going to 160;
and from then on in decimal
multiples of sixteen. 320, 640,
1600, 6400 (1600 × 4). 8000
(1600 × 5 and 128,000 (i.e.
16000 × 8).

• Some are suggestive of
Mesopotamian mythology, like
Gilgamesh.

Craft Production, Industries &Craft Production, Industries &Craft Production, Industries &Craft Production, Industries &Craft Production, Industries &
TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology

• Basic tool-types were made by
simple casting. Bronze is
present from the lowest levels,
but is more common in upper
levels.
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• Although the Harappan
civilisation is referred to as a
bronze age civilization, mostly
unalloyed copper was used for
manufacturing artefacts, and
only rarely tin was alloyed in
copper to make bronze.

• Objects of gold are reasonably
common. Silver makes its
earliest appearance in India. It
is more common than gold.
Lead was imported and
occasionally used.

• People also made copper and
bronze vessels. They made
small plates and weights of lead
and gold and silver jewellery
of, considerable sophisti-
caion.

• The variety of materials used to
make beads is remarkable;
stones like carnehain (of a
beautiful red colour-), jasper,
crystal, quartz and steatite;
metals like copper, bronze and
gold; and steatite; metals like
copper, bronze and gold; and
shell, faience and terracotta or
burnt clay. Some beads were
made of two or more stones,
cemented together, some of
stone with gold caps. The
shapes were numerous —
discshaped, cylindrical,
spherical, barrel-shaped,
segmented. Some where
decorated by incising or
painting, and some had designs
etched into them.

• Steatite was used for making a
variety of objects like seals,
beads bracelets, buttons
vessels etc: but its use in making
faience (a form of glass) is
particularly noteworthy. In this
material beads, amulets,
sealings and even animal
models have been found.

• They established settlements
such as Nageshwar and Balakot
in areas where shell was
available. Other such sites were
Shortughai, in far-off

Afghanistan, near the best
source of lapis lizuli. a blue
stone that was apparently very
highly valued, and Lothal which
A as near sources of carnelian
(from Bharuch in Gujarat),
steatite (from south Rajasthan
and north Gujarat) and metal
(from Rajasthan).

Transport and TravelTransport and TravelTransport and TravelTransport and TravelTransport and Travel

• A terracotta model of a ship or
a boat, with stick impressed
socket for the mast and
eyeholes for fixing oars has
been found from Lothal. The
boats depicted on seals and
pottery resemble the ones
used today in Sindh and Punjab
areas.

• The terracotta models of
bullock cart and cart tracks
found on roads from various
sites indicate that carts used in
those days were in size and
shape practically like the
present day ones.

AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture

• Most Harappan sites are
located in semi-arid lands,
where irrigation was probably
required for agriculture. Traces
of canals have been found at
the Harappan site of Shortughai
in Afghanistan, but not in
Punjab or Sind. It is possible
that ancient canals silted up
long ago. It is also likely that
water drawn from wells was
used for irrigation. Besides,
water reservoirs found in
Dholavira (Gujarat) may have
been used to store water for
agriculture.

• The principal cereals seem to
have been wheat and barley.
Rice, though known, was a
favoured grain. Six varieties of
millets including ragi, kodon,
sanwa, and jowar were
cultivated, as also peas and
beans Remains of rice have

been found mainly from Gujarat
and Haryana areas. Other crops
include dates, varieties of
legumes, sesame and mustard.

• Fragments of cotton cloth
found at Mohenjodaro and
other sites show that cotton
was also grown.Cotton has
been found at Mehrgarh at least
2000 years before the mature
phase of the Civilisation. This is
the oldest evidence of cotton
in the world.

• The cultivated field excavated
at Kalibangan (Rajasthan)
crisscross furrowmarks
indicating that two crops were
grown simultaneously. For
tilling fields, wooden plough
with a copper or wooden
ploughshare was used
Terracotta models of the plough
have been found at
Mohenjodaro and Banawali.

Script and LanguageScript and LanguageScript and LanguageScript and LanguageScript and Language

• Harappan script is regarded as
pictographic since its signs
represent birds, fish and a
variety of human forms. The
script was boustrophedon,
written from right to left. When
the inscription was of more
than one line it could be first
line from right to left and
second from left to right.

• The number of signs of the
Harappan script is known to be
between 400 and 600, of
which about 40 or 60 are basic.

• Most inscriptions are short, the
longest containing about 26
signs. Although the script
remains undeciphered to date,
it was evidently not
alphabetical (where each sign
stands for a vowel or a
consonant) as t has just too
many signs-somewhere
between 375 and 400.

• The language of the Harappans
is still unknown and must
remain so until the Harappan
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script is deciphered.
• Number of inscribed objects is

around 3675. They consist of
seals, copper tablets,
implements, pottery and other
miscellaneous objects. About
50 per cent of these objects are
found at Mohenjodaro.

Evidences of Domesticated &Evidences of Domesticated &Evidences of Domesticated &Evidences of Domesticated &Evidences of Domesticated &
wild Animalswild Animalswild Animalswild Animalswild Animals

• Animal bones found at
Harappan sites include those of
cattle, sheep, goat, buffalo and
pig. Studies done by archaeo-
zoologists or zooarchaeoloists
indicate that these animals
were domesticated. Bones of
wild species such as boar deer
and gharial are also found. We
do not know whether the
Harappans hunted these
animals themselves or obtained
meat from other hunting
communities.Bones of fish and
fowl are also found.

• Bones of several animals have
been found in excavations.
Skeletan remains include
sheep, goat, bull, buffalo,
elephant, camel, pig, dog and
cat, which were all
domesticated.

• Bones of wild animals like
spotted deer, sambhar deer,
hog deer, wild pig, etc. are also
found which evidently were
hunted for food. Several types
of birds as well as fishes were
also hunted for food.

• Bones of horses have been
reported from Lothal.
Surkotada. Kalibangan and
several other sites.Terracotta
figurines of the horse have
been found at Nausharo and
Lothal But no unambiguous
depiction of this animal on seals
has so far been found.

Burial PracticesBurial PracticesBurial PracticesBurial PracticesBurial Practices

• Three forms of burials are found
at Mohenjodaro, viz. complete

burials. fractional burials (burial
of some bones after the
exposure of the body to wild
beasts birds) and post-
cremation burials. But the
general practice was
extended inhumation, the
body lying on us back, with the
head generally to the north.
Cremation was also practised.

• At burials in Harappan sites the
dead were generally laid in pits.
Sometimes there were
differences in the way the
burial pit was made - in some
instances, the flooded-out
spaces were lined with bricks.
Could these variations an
indication of social differences.
We are not sure.

• Some graves contain pottery
and ornaments, perhaps
indicating a belief these could
be used in the afterlife.
Jewellery has been found in
burials of battle and women.

• Scattered burials as well as
discreet cemeteries have been
found at many major sites. The
skeletal remains are few.

MAIN REGIONSMAIN REGIONSMAIN REGIONSMAIN REGIONSMAIN REGIONS

SindSindSindSindSind

• Mohenjodaro enjoys an
agricultural advantage, but also
served as the main mercantile
center.

• Mohenjodaro is three times
larger than next largest
settlement in Sind, which is
Naru Waro Dharo.

• There are totally 174 mature
Harappan sites, the largest site
being Ganveriwala.

• Areas exclusively earmarked for
kilns and mass production of
items are recognized at 79
sites. Some of these were
involved in copper-smelting.

Rajasthan, Haryana & PanjabRajasthan, Haryana & PanjabRajasthan, Haryana & PanjabRajasthan, Haryana & PanjabRajasthan, Haryana & Panjab

• Report of 21 sites in an area of

50 by 25 km. Five of these sites
are Dhalewan, Gurni Kalan I,
Hasanpur II, Lakhmirwala,
Baglian Da Theh.

• They are massive settlements,
with four being in category of
Harappa and one
(Lakhmirwala) being as large as
Mohenjodaro.

Makran CoastMakran CoastMakran CoastMakran CoastMakran Coast

• Sutkagendor, Sotka-koh and
Khairia Kot are ports in maritime
links with Gulf and
Mesopotamia.

• Balakot in Las Bela may have a
trading component too.

BaluchistanBaluchistanBaluchistanBaluchistanBaluchistan

• Dabarkot in north possesses a
Harappan level. It may be a
trading settlement.

GujaratGujaratGujaratGujaratGujarat

• Discovery of Gulf seal at Lothal
suggests maritime contact with
Gulf.

• There is clear evidence of
centralized planning at all
major excavated sites.

MAJOR SITESMAJOR SITESMAJOR SITESMAJOR SITESMAJOR SITES

HarappaHarappaHarappaHarappaHarappa

• The first Indus site to be
discovered and excavated in
1921. The Indus Civilization
was originally called Harappan
Civilization after this site.

• The Great Granary measuring 1
69 ft × 3 5 feet is the largest
and the most remarkable
structure found at Harappa.

• Two rows of six granaries are
found here, these were the
nearest buildings to the river.

• Rows of single roomed barracks
are found here, which
considered to be houses of
labourers.

• So far 891 seals have been
recovered from Harappa, and
that is 40% of the total number
of seals belonging to Indus
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Valley Civilization that have
been found.

• A red sandstone naked male
torso has been found, which
shows traces of Jainism

• Between the granary and the
citadel, have also been found
a series of circular platforms,
probably for the pounding of
grain

• At a lower level below the
granary, platforms and the
citadel were crowded one-
room dwellings, which suggest
slave habitats.

MohenjodaroMohenjodaroMohenjodaroMohenjodaroMohenjodaro

• In Sindhi language, the word
Mohenjodaro means ‘mound of
the dead’. It is the largest of all
Indus cities

• The Great Bath is the most
important public place,
measuring 39 feet (length) × 23
feet (breadth) × 8 feet
(depth). Located at the center
of the citadel, it is remarkable
for beautiful brickwork Its floor
is made of burnt bricks set in
gypsum and mortar. It must
have served as a ritual-bathing
site.

• Remains have been found of an
oblong multi-pillared assembly
hall and a big rectangular
building, which must have
served administrative
purposes.

• Most of Mohenjodaro houses
are built of kiln-fired brick

• The major streets are 33 feet
wide and run north-south,
intersecting subordinate ones,
running east-west at right
angles.

• The evidence of Indian ships
(figured on a seal) and a piece
of woven cloth has been
discovered from here

• There is a large granary
consisting of podium of square
blocks of burnt-bricks with a
wooden superstructure

• Parallel rows of two-roomed
cottages found the workmen or
poor sections of the society
perhaps used these cottages.

• A bronze dancing girl, steatite
statue of a priest and a seal
bearing Pashupati have been
found here

• It is important to remember that
Mohenjodaro shows nine levels
of occupation towering over
300 feet above the present
flood plain

KalibanganKalibanganKalibanganKalibanganKalibangan

• Kalibangan is one of the two
Indus cities which have both
proto-Harappan and Harappan
cultural phases.

• Discovery of platforms with five
alters from here.

• Less developed compared to
Mohenjodaro.

• There is evidence of mud-brick
fortification.

• Pre-Harappan phase here
shows that the fields were
ploughed unlike the Harappan
period.

• Archaeologists have
discovered two platforms
(within the citadel) with fire
altars suggesting the practice
of cult sacrifice

• The existence of wheel
conveyance is proved by a
cartwheel having a single hub.

ChanhudaroChanhudaroChanhudaroChanhudaroChanhudaro

• Only Indus city without a
citadel.

• Existence of Pre-Harappan as
well as Harappan cultural phase

• A small pot was discovered
here, which was probably an
ink pot.

• Excavations reveal that people
of Chanhudaro were expert
craftsmen. Archaeologists have
discovered here metal-
workers’, shell-ornament
makers ’ and bead-makers’
shops

• The city was twice destroyed
by inundations.Here more
extensive but indirect
evidence of super-imposition
of a barbarian lifestyle is seen.

• Like Mohenjo-daro it was also
flooded more than once.

BanwaliBanwaliBanwaliBanwaliBanwali

• Like Kalibangan, Amri, Kot Diji
and Harappa, Banwali also saw
two cultural phases - pre-
Harappan and Harappan.

• Human and animal figures, clay
bangles and statue of mother
Goddess found here.

• Here we find large quantity of
barely, sesamum and mustard.

LothalLothalLothalLothalLothal

• Only Indus site with an artificial
brick dockyard. It must have
served as the main seaport of
the Indus people It was
surrounded by a massive brick
wall, probably as flood
protection.

• Lothal has evidence for the
earliest cultivation of rice (1800
BC) The only other Indus site
where rice husk has been found
is Rangpur near Ahmedabad.

• Fire altars, indicating the
probable existence of a fire
cult, have been found

• A doubtful terracotta figurine
of horse is found here.

Kot DijiKot DijiKot DijiKot DijiKot Diji

• Pre-Harappan and Harappan
phases found.

• According to excavations, the
city was probably destroyed
due to fire

• Wheel made painted pottery,
traces of a defensive wall and
well-aligned streets,
knowledge of metallurgy,
artistic toys etc.

• Five figurines of Mother
Goddess discovered

RoparRoparRoparRoparRopar

• The excavations have yielded
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five-fold sequence of cultures
— Harappan, PGW, NBP,
Kushana-Gupta and Medieval.

• The evidence of burying a dog
below the human burial is very
interesting

• One example of rectangular
mudbrick ‘chamber was
noticed.

DeclineDeclineDeclineDeclineDeclineDeclineDeclineDeclineDeclineDecline

v After 2000 BC, the Indus
culture slowly declined and
gradually faded out. Some
ascribe this to the decreasing
fertility of the soil t)ii account
of the increasing salinity,
caused by the expansion of the
neighboring desert. Others
attribute ii to some kind of
depression in the land, which
caused Hoods. Still others point
out that the Aryans destroyed
it.According to some scholars,
decline of trade, particularly
oceanic trade with the
Sumerians, must have
contributed partly in the
decline. Even though there are
various theories for the
downfall of this civilization, the
most accepted version is that
of ecological destruction.

• John Marshall and many other
scholars, on the basis of
evidence available from the
sites along the Indus river, felt
that this civilisation declined
due to environmental
degradation. Reference to the
destruction of forts by Aryans
in the Rig Veda; discovery of
human skeletons huddled
together at Mohen—jo-daro
indicated that it was probably
invaded by foreigners;
evidence of further
strengthening of defence at
Harappa.

• The cutting of forests for
agricultural and timber for fuel
and over-exploitation of
resources, etc. resulted in the

land to become baren and in
the silting of rivers.

• Wheeler opined that it was
destroyed by she ‘barabarian’
Aryans who came to India in
about 1500 B.C. Later
researches proved that
Wheeler’s thesis was a myth

• While in the Saraswasti region
it declined mainly due so
shifting of channels along the
Indus is declined largely due
so recurring foods.

• The rainfall declined generate
which the agriculture, the main
economic resources. With the
decline in economic
conditions, all other institutions
like trade and commerce,
administrative and political
structures, civic amenities, etc.
also declined over a period of
time.

• The Harappan civilisation was
spread over a large area, and
the causes of its decline in all
the regions can not he one and
the same. Thus, available data
suggest that, instead of coming
to an abrupt end, Indus
civilization merged into main
flow of Indian cultural
development. Archaeological
evidence shows that the
decline was gradual and slow
which is witnessed over a
period of almost six hundred
years from 1900-1300 B.C.

OBJECTIVE QUESTIONSOBJECTIVE QUESTIONSOBJECTIVE QUESTIONSOBJECTIVE QUESTIONSOBJECTIVE QUESTIONS

1. Site of Mohanjodaro was
excavated by which of the
following person ?:
(a) D.R. Sahni
(b) R.D. Banerjee
(b) H.C. Raychaudhuri
(d) John Marshall

2. The Harappan civilisation’s
known extent in the north is
Manda and which place is in
the south ?
(a) Bhagatrav

(b) Daimabad
(c) Rojdi (d) Inamgaon

3. The Harappan civilisation
covers an area of almost 1600
km. east-west and north-south
(a) 1100 km.
(b) 800 km.
(c) 1400km.
(d) 1200km.

4. Which of the following pair is/
are correctly matched ?
(a) Alamgirpur – Uttar Pradesh
(b) Daimabad – Maharashtra
(c) Manda – Jammu and

Kashmir
(d) All of the above

5. The idea of the settlement
planning did not appear
suddenly with the first large
cities but was already well
established in earlier period as
has been revealed from the
excavation at:
(a) Kot Diji and Kalibangan
(b) Harappa and Rahman

Dheri
(c) Nausharo
(d) All of the above

6. Mohanjodaro, Harappa and
Kalibangan have a high
rectangular mound on the side
of the city:
(a) North (b) South
(c) East (d) West

7. Harappa, Mohanjodaro and
Kalibangan have extensive
mound in which of these sides?
(a) East, West and North
(b) North and West
(c) East and North
(d) North, South and East

8. Which of the following sites has
a single walled mound
internally divided into three or
four walled sectors
(a) Kalibangan and

Mohanjodaro
(b) Rangpur and Kalibangan
(c) Dholavira and Banavali
(d) All of the above

9. The letters of the inscription are
the largest example of writing
ever discovered from any
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Harappan city. From which
material it was made ?
(a) Chromium paste inlay
(b) Platinum paste inlay
(c) Gypsum paste inlay
(d) None of the above

10. The average size of bricks used
for houses were -
(a) 7½ × 15 × 30 cm
(b) 5½ × 15 × 25 cm
(c) 3 ½ × 30 × 60 cm
(d) 10½ × 7 × 15 cm

11. For the construction of
fortification walls the size of the
bricks was of bigger size. The
size of such brick was
(a) 5 × 10 × 15 cm.
(b) 10 × 20 × 30 cm.
(c) 3 × 10 × 30 cm.
(d) 10 × 20 × 40 cm.

12. Perhaps the most remarkable
feature of the citadel mound is
the great bath at:
(a) Ganhwarilwala
(b) Kot Diji
(c) Mohenjodaro
(d) All of the above

13. To which side of the Great bath
is a group of 27 blocks of brick
work criss-crossed by narrow
lanes?
(a) The east(b)The west
(c) The north
(d) The south

14.  The granaries which were used
for storing grains have been
found at:
(a) Harappa
(b) Kalibangan
(c) Lothal
(d) All of the above

15. The Lothal dockyard is a large
structure measuring:
(a) 200m. × 30m. × 5m.
(b) 223m. × 35m. × 8m.
(c) 100m. × 30m. × 20m.
(d) 80m. × 70m. × 10m.

16. It has been suggested that gold
may have come to the
Harappan civilisation from
(a) Bihar
(b) Jharkhand

(c) Andhra Pradesh
(d) Karnataka

17. The pottery technology was
quite advanced as spots were
beautifully painted in black on:
(a) The bright yellow surface
(b) The bright white surface
(c) The bright red surface
(d) None of the above

8.Which of the following pairs is/are
correctly matched?
(a) Gold - Karnataka
(b) Chert blades - Rohiri hills

of Sindh
(c) Copper - Khetri mines
(d) All of the above

19. Which of the following
civilisation’s objects have been
found in the Harappan
civilisation ?
(a) Egyptian civilisation
(b) Mesopotamian civilisation
(c) Chinese civilisation
(d) Both (a) and (b)

20. Harappan weights and
measures were cubical and
spherical in shape and were
made of:
(a) Chert (b) Jasper
(c) Agate
(d) All of the above

21. A terracotta model of a ship or
a boat, with stick impressed
socket for the mast and eye
holes for fixing oars has been
found from
(a) Dholavira(b)

Kalibangan
(c) Mohanjodaro
(d) Lothal

22. The principal cereals seem to
have been?
(a) Rice and wheat
(b) Wheat and peas
(c) Wheat and barley
(d) Barley and ragi

23. Which of the following crops
was/ were cultivated in the
Harappan civilization?
(a) Barley
(b) Kodan and Sanwa
(c) Peas and beans
(d) All of the above

24. Fragments of cotton cloth have
been found at which of these
place ?
(a) Lothal
(b) Rakhigarhi
(b) Dholavira
(d) Mohanjodaro

25. Remains of rice have been
found mainly from: .
(a) Bihar and Uttarakhand
(b) Haryana and Punjab
(c) Gujarat and Haryana
(d) Gujarat and Rajasthan

26. The oldest evidence of cotton
in the world (at least 200 years
before the nature phase of the
civilisation) has been found at:
(a) Sanghao Caves
(b) Jerruk
(c) Didwana
(d) Mehrgarh

27. The cultivated field has been
excavated at Which of these
place ?
(a) Banawali
(b) Mohanjodaro
(c) Ganhwarilawala
(d) Kalibangan (Period I)

28. Which of the following animals
was/were domesticated in the
Harappan civilisation?
(a) Sheep, Goat, Bull
(b) Buffalo and Elephant
(c) Camel and Pig
(d) All of the above

29. Which one of the following
animals has not been depicted
on the seals?
(a) Buffalo
(b) Elephant
(c) Camel (d) Goat

30. Bones of the horse have been
reported from:
(a) Lothal
(b) Surkotada and Kalibangan
(c) Mohenjodaro
(d) Both (a) and (b)

31. The most outstanding pieces of
a yogi have been found from
which place ?
(a) Lothal (b) Banawali
(c) Mohanjodaro
(d) Kalibangan
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32. Bronze works are rare, the most
famous being a small female
statue of about 11.5 cm. in
height identified as dancing
which has been found from girl
from:
(a) Rakhigarhi
(b) Chanhundaro
(c) Dholavira
(d) Mohanjodaro

33. How many specimens of
Harappan signs are found on
seals and other materials ?
(a) Nearly 100
(b) Nearly 1,000
(c) Nearly 300
(d) Nearly 400

34. From the available evidences
we may say that the religion of
the Indus people comprised
of which of these things ?
(a) The worship of the, mother

Goddess
(b) The worship of a male

deity
(c) Worship of inanimate

stones
(d) All of the above

35. A striking oblong sealing
representing the earth or
mother goddess, has been
found at:
(a) Lothal (b) Alamgirpur
(c) Harappa
(d) Mohenjodaro

36. Which of the following animals
are depicted on the seal,
popularly known as Shiva found
at Mohenjodaro ?

(a) Camel, dog, elephant,
buffalo

(b) Elephant, rhinoceros,
buffalo, tiger

(c) Cow, rhinoceros, buffalo,
tiger

(d) Tiger, rhinoceros, camel,
rabbit

37. A remarkable seal representing
a deity, standing between two
branches, of a pipal tree has
been found at which of these
places ?
(a) Desalpur
(b) Surkotada
(c) Chanhudaro
(d) Mohanjodaro

38. Terracotta piece having linga
and yoni in one piece, like the
ones in the historical period,
show that these were lings and
yoni, meant for worship. From
where they were found at ?
(a) Chanhundaro
(b) Kalibangan
(c) Harappa
(d) Alamgirpur

39. Marshall suggested that the
Harappan civilisation flourished
between:
(a) 200 and 1500 B.C.
(b) 2500 and 2000 B.C.
(c) 3250 and 2750 B.C.
(d) 2500 and 1500 B.C.

40. When the Harappan civilisation
was first recognised in 1920
the dating was done mainly on
the basis of the finding of
Harappan seals in?

(a) Ur and Kish in
Mesopotamia

(b) Kinshasa in Jaire
(c) Shanghai in China
(d) Rome in Italy

41. The Mature Harappan phase
(on the basis of radio carbon
dating) is dated around:
(a) 2900- 1800 B.C.
(b) 1000 - 1400 B.C.
(c) 2600- 1900 B.C.
(d) 2700 - 2500 B.C.

42. Which of the following
historians opined that it (The
Harappan civilisation) was
destroyed by the ‘Barbarian’
Aryans who came to India in
about 1500 B.C.?
(a) John Marshall
(b) Wheeler
(c) M.R. Shahni
(d) Dales

     ANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERS

1. (b) 2. (b) 3. (c)
4. (d) 5. (d) 6. (d)
7. (d) 8. (c) 9. (c)

10. (a) 11. (d) 12. (c)
13. (b) 14. (d) 15. (b)
16. (d) 17. (c) 18. (d)
19. (d) 20. (d) 21. (d)
22. (c) 23. (d) 24. (d)
25. (c) 26. (d) 27. (d)
28. (d) 29. (c) 30. (d)
31. (c) 32. (d) 33. (d)
34. (d) 35. (c) 36. (b)
37. (d) 38. (b) 39. (c)
40. (a) 41. (c) 42. (b)

To be Continued ......To be Continued ......To be Continued ......To be Continued ......To be Continued ......
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UPSC PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION
PAPER–II

SOLVED PAPER
DATE: 26-05-2013

Directions (Q. 1 and 2)-ReadDirections (Q. 1 and 2)-ReadDirections (Q. 1 and 2)-ReadDirections (Q. 1 and 2)-ReadDirections (Q. 1 and 2)-Read
the following passage andthe following passage andthe following passage andthe following passage andthe following passage and
answer the two items thatanswer the two items thatanswer the two items thatanswer the two items thatanswer the two items that
follow. Your answers to thesefollow. Your answers to thesefollow. Your answers to thesefollow. Your answers to thesefollow. Your answers to these
items should be based on theitems should be based on theitems should be based on theitems should be based on theitems should be based on the
passage only.passage only.passage only.passage only.passage only.

PassagePassagePassagePassagePassage

Ecological research over the last
quarter of the century has established
the deleterious effects of habitat
fragmentation due to mining,
highways and such other intrusions
on forests. When a large block of
forests gets fragmented into smaller
bits, the edges of all these bits come
into contact with human activities
resulting in the degradation of the
entire forests. Continuity of forested
landscapes and corridors gets
disrupted affecting several
extinction-prone species of wildlife.
Habitat fragmentation is therefore
considered as the most serious threat
to biodiversity conservation. Ad hoc
grants of forest lands to mining
companies coupled with rampant
illegal mining is aggravating this
threat.

1. What is the central focus of this
passage?

(A) Illegal mining in forests
(B) Extinction of wildlife
(C) Conservation of nature
(D) Disruption of habitat

2. What is the purpose of
maintaining the continuity of
forested landscapes and
corridors?
1. Preservation of biodiversity.
2. Management of mineral

resources.
3. Grant of forest lands for

human activities
Select the correct answer
using the codes given

below:
(A) 1 only
(B) 1 and 2
(C) 2 and 3
(D) 1,2 and 3

3. In a rare coin collection, there is
one gold coin for every three
non-gold coins. 10 more gold
coins arc added to the collection
and the ratio of gold coins to
non-gold coins would be 1 : 2.
Based on the information, the
total number of coins in the
collection now becomes-

(A) 90 (C) 60
(B) 80 (D) 50

4. A gardener has 1000 plants. He
wants to plant them in such a way
that the number of rows and the
number of columns remains the
same. What is the minimum
number of plants that he needs
more for this purpose?

(A) 14 (B) 24
(C) 32 (D) 34

5. A sum of Rs. 700 has to be used
to give seven cash prizes to the
students of a school for their
overall academic performance.
If each prize is Rs. 20 less than its
preceding prize, what is the least
value of the prize?

(A) Rs. 30 (B) Rs. 40
(C) Rs. 60 (D) Rs. 80

6. Out of 120 applications for a
post, 70 are male and 80 have a
driver’s license. What is the ratio
between the minimum to
maximum number of males
having driver’s license?

(A) 1 to 2 (C) 3 to 7
(B) 2 to 3 (D) 5 to 7

7. In a garrison, there was food for
1000 soldiers for one month.
After 10 days, 1000 more soldiers

joined the garrison. How long
would the soldiers be able to
carry on with the remaining food?
(A) 25 days
(B) 20 days
(C) 15 days
 (D) 10 days

8. The tank-full petrol in Arun’s
motor-cycle lasts for 10 days. If
he starts using 25% more
everyday, how many days will
the
tank-full petrol last?

(A) 5 (C) 7
(B) 6 (D) 8

9. A person can walk a certain
distance and drive back in six
hours. He can also walk both
ways in 10 hours. How much time
will he take to drive both ways?

(A) Two hours
(B) Two and a half hours
(C) Five and a half hours
(D) Four hours

Directions (Q. 10-16)-Read theDirections (Q. 10-16)-Read theDirections (Q. 10-16)-Read theDirections (Q. 10-16)-Read theDirections (Q. 10-16)-Read the
following two passages andfollowing two passages andfollowing two passages andfollowing two passages andfollowing two passages and
answer the items that followanswer the items that followanswer the items that followanswer the items that followanswer the items that follow
each passage. Your answers toeach passage. Your answers toeach passage. Your answers toeach passage. Your answers toeach passage. Your answers to
these items should be based onthese items should be based onthese items should be based onthese items should be based onthese items should be based on
the passages only.the passages only.the passages only.the passages only.the passages only.

Passage- 1Passage- 1Passage- 1Passage- 1Passage- 1

The law in many parts of the
world increasingly restricts the
discharge of agricultural slurry into
watercourses. The simplest and often
the most economically sound
practice returns the material to the
land as semisolid manure or as sprayed
slurry. This dilutes its concentration
in the environment to what might
have occurred in a more primitive and
sustainable type of agriculture and
converts pollutant into fertilizer. Soil
microorganisms decompose the
organic components of sewage and
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slurry and most of the mineral nutrients
become available to be absorbed
again by the vegetation.

The excess input of nutrients,
both nitrogen and phosphorus-
based, from agricultural runoff (and
human sewage) has caused many
‘healthy’ oligotrophic lakes (low
nutrient concentrations, low plant
productivity with abundant water
weeds, and clear water) to change
to eutrophic condition where high
nutrient inputs lead to high
phytoplankton productivity
(sometimes dominated by bloom-
forming toxic species). This makes
the water turbid, eliminates large
plants and, in the worst situations,
leads to anoxia and fish kills; so called
cultural eutrophication. Thus,
important ecosystem services are lost,
including the provisioning ser ice of
wild-caught fish and the cultural
services associated with recreation.

The process of cultural
eutrophication of lakes has been
understood for some time. But only
recently did scientists notice huge’
dead zones’ in the oceans near river
outlets, particularly those draining
large catchment areas such as the
Mississippi in North America and the
Yangtze in China. The nutrient-
enriched water flows through
streams, rivers and lakes, and
eventually to the estuary and ocean
where the ecological impact may be
huge, killing virtually all invertebrates
and fish in areas up to 70,000 km2 in
extent. More than 150 sea areas
worldwide are now regularly starved
of oxygen as a result of
decomposition of algal blooms,
fuelled particularly by nitrogen from
agricultural runoff of fertilizers and
sewage from large cities. Oceanic
dead zones are typically associated
with industrialized nations and usually
lie off countries that subsidize their
agriculture, encouraging farmers to
increase productivity and use more
fertilizer.

10. According to the passage, why
should the discharge of
agricultural slurry into
watercourses be restricted?
1. Losing nutrients in this way

is not a good practice
economically.

2. Watercourses do not
contain the microorganisms
that can decompose organic
components of agricultural
slurry.

3. The discharge may lead to
the eutrophication of water
bodies.
Select the correct answer
using the codes given
below:

(A) 1 only (B) 2 and 3 only
(C) 1 and 3 only
(D) 1,2 and 3

11. The passage refers to the
conversion of ‘pollutant to
fertilizer’. What is pollutant and
what is fertilizer in this context?

(A) Decomposed organic
component of slurry is
pollutant and
microorganisms in soil
constitute fertilizer

(B) Discharged agricultural
slurry is pollutant and
decomposed slurry in soil is
fertilizer

(C) Sprayed slurry is pollutant
and watercourse is fertilizer

(D) None of the above
expression is correct in this
context.

12. According to the passage, what
are the effects of indiscriminate
use of fertilizers?
1. Addition of pollutants to the

soil and water.
2. Destruction of decomposer

microorganisms in soil.
3. Nutrient enrichment of

water bodies.
4. Creation of algal blooms.

Select the correct answer

from the codes given below:
(A) 1, 2 and 3 only
(B) 1, 3 and 4 only
(C) 2 and 4 only
(D) 1, 2, 3 and 4

13. What is / are the characteristics
of a water body with cultural
eutrophication?
1. Loss of ecosystem services.
2. Loss of flora and fauna.
3. Loss of mineral nutrients.

Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(A) 1 only (B) 1 and 2 only
(C) 2 and 3 only
(D) 1,2 and 3

14. What is the central theme of this
passage?

(A) Appropriate legislation is
essential to protect the
environment

(B) Modern agriculture is
responsible for the
destruction of environment

(C) Improper waste disposal
from agriculture can destroy
the aquatic ecosystems

(D) Use of chemical fertilizers is
undesirable in agriculture

Passage-2Passage-2Passage-2Passage-2Passage-2

The miseries of the world
cannot be cured by physical help
only. Until man’s nature changes, his
physical needs will always arise, and
miseries will always be felt, and no
amount of physical help will remove
them completely. The only solution
of the  problem is to make mankind
pure. Ignorance is the mother of evil
and of all the misery we see. Let men
have light, let them be pure and
spiritually strong and educated; then
alone will misery cease in the world.
We may convert every house in the
country into a charitable asylum, we
may fill the land with hospitals, but
human misery will continue until
man’s character changes.
15. According to the passage,

which of the following
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statements is most likely to be
true as the reason for man’s
miseries?

(A) The poor economic and
social conditions prevailing
in society

(B) The refusal on the part of
man to change his character

(C) The absence of physical
and material help from his
society

(D) Ever increasing physical
needs due to changing
social structure

16. With reference to the passage,
the following assumptions have
been made-
1. The author gives primary

importance to physical and
material help in eradicating
human misery.

2. Charitable homes, hospitals,
etc., can remove human
misery to a great extent.
Which of the assumptions is
/ are valid?

(A) 1 only
(B) 2 only
(C) Both 1 and 2
(D) Neither 1 nor 2

17. Consider the following figures 1,
2,3 and 4—

In the figures from 1 to 4 above,
two symbols are shown to
change their position in a regular
direction. Following the same
sequence, which one of the
following will appear at the fifth
stage?

Directions (Q. 18 and 19)- InDirections (Q. 18 and 19)- InDirections (Q. 18 and 19)- InDirections (Q. 18 and 19)- InDirections (Q. 18 and 19)- In
each item, there are two sets ofeach item, there are two sets ofeach item, there are two sets ofeach item, there are two sets ofeach item, there are two sets of
figures; first four figures namedfigures; first four figures namedfigures; first four figures namedfigures; first four figures namedfigures; first four figures named
Problem figures and next fourProblem figures and next fourProblem figures and next fourProblem figures and next fourProblem figures and next four
figures named Answer figuresfigures named Answer figuresfigures named Answer figuresfigures named Answer figuresfigures named Answer figures
indicated as (A), (B), (C) andindicated as (A), (B), (C) andindicated as (A), (B), (C) andindicated as (A), (B), (C) andindicated as (A), (B), (C) and
(D). The problem figures follow(D). The problem figures follow(D). The problem figures follow(D). The problem figures follow(D). The problem figures follow
a particular sequence. Ina particular sequence. Ina particular sequence. Ina particular sequence. Ina particular sequence. In
accordance with the same,accordance with the same,accordance with the same,accordance with the same,accordance with the same,
which one of the four answerwhich one of the four answerwhich one of the four answerwhich one of the four answerwhich one of the four answer
figures should appear as thefigures should appear as thefigures should appear as thefigures should appear as thefigures should appear as the
fifth figure?fifth figure?fifth figure?fifth figure?fifth figure?

18. Problem figures

Answer figures

19. Problem figures

Answer figures

20. Consider the following diagrams-
x men, working at constant
speed, do a certain job in y days.
Which one of these diagrams
shows the relation between x
and y?

21. Consider the following matrix-

What is tie number of ‘X’ in the
above matrix?

(A) 5 (C) 9
(B) 8 (D) 11

22. 22.Four cars are hired at the rate
of Rs. 6 per km plus the cost of
diesel at Rs. 40 a litre. In this
context, consider the details
given in the following table–

Mi leageMi leageMi leageMi leageMi leage Tota lTota lTota lTota lTota l
C a rC a rC a rC a rC a r (km/l it)(km/l it)(km/l it)(km/l it)(km/l it) HoursHoursHoursHoursHours PaymentPaymentPaymentPaymentPayment
A 8 2 0 2120
B 1 0 2 5 1950
C 9 2 4 2064

D 1 1 2 2 1812

Which car maintained the
maximum average speed?

(A) Car A
(B) Car B
(C) Car C
(D) Car D

23. Examine the following three
figures in which the number
follow a specific pattern—

The missing number (?) in the
third figure above is—

(A) 7 (B) 16
(C) 21 (D) 28

24. A Cube has six numbers marked
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 on its faces.
Three views of the cube are
shown below—

What possible numbers can exist
on the two faces marked (A) and
(B), respectively on the cube?

(A) 2 and 3 (B) 6 and 1
(C) 1 and 4(D) 3 and 1



Solved PaperSolved PaperSolved PaperSolved PaperSolved Paper

http://www.iasexamportal.com 1 0 71 0 71 0 71 0 71 0 7  http://www.civilservicesmentor.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

Directions (Q. 25-29)- StudyDirections (Q. 25-29)- StudyDirections (Q. 25-29)- StudyDirections (Q. 25-29)- StudyDirections (Q. 25-29)- Study
the two figures given belowthe two figures given belowthe two figures given belowthe two figures given belowthe two figures given below
and answer the five items thatand answer the five items thatand answer the five items thatand answer the five items thatand answer the five items that
follow-follow-follow-follow-follow-

Fig. 1: Number of Professors in
selected disciplines in a

University by sex.

Fi. 2: Age of Physics Professors
25. 25.How many Physics professors

belong to the age group 35-44 ?
(A) 18 (B) 16
(C) 14 (D) 12

26. Which one of the following
disciplines has the highest ratio
of males to females?

(A) Physics
(B) Mathematics
(C) Chemistry
(D) Economics

27. What percentage of all
Psychology professors are
females ?

(A) 40% (B) 50%
(C) 60% (D) 70%

28. If the number of female Physics
professors in the age group 25-
34 equals 25% of all the Physics
professors in that age group, then
what is the number of male
Physics professors in the age

group 25-34 ?
(A) 9 (C) 3
(B) 6 (D) 2

29. If the Psychology professors in
the University constitute 2% of
all the professors in the
University, then what is the
number of professors in the
University ?

(A) 400 (B) 500
(C) 600 (D) 700

30. Consider the following figures–

Which one of the following
figures would logically come in
the 7th position indicated above
by a question mark ?

Directions (Q. 31-38)-Read theDirections (Q. 31-38)-Read theDirections (Q. 31-38)-Read theDirections (Q. 31-38)-Read theDirections (Q. 31-38)-Read the
following four passages andfollowing four passages andfollowing four passages andfollowing four passages andfollowing four passages and
answer the items that followanswer the items that followanswer the items that followanswer the items that followanswer the items that follow
each passage. Your answers toeach passage. Your answers toeach passage. Your answers toeach passage. Your answers toeach passage. Your answers to
these items should be based onthese items should be based onthese items should be based onthese items should be based onthese items should be based on
the passages only.the passages only.the passages only.the passages only.the passages only.

Passage-1Passage-1Passage-1Passage-1Passage-1

The subject of democracy has
become severely muddled because
of the way the rhetoric surrounding it
has been used in recent years. There
is, increasingly, an oddly confused
dichotomy between those who want
to ‘impose’ democracy on countries
in the non-Western world (in these
countries’ ‘own interest’, of course)
and those who are opposed to such
‘imposition’ (because of the respect
for the countries’ ‘own ways’). But the
entire language of ‘imposition’, used
by both sides, is extraordinarily
inappropriate since it makes the
implicit assumption that democracy
belongs exclusively to the West,
taking it to be a quintessentially
‘Western’ idea which has originated
and flourished only in the West.

But the thesis and the
pessimism it generates about the
possibility of democratic practice in
the world would be extremely hard
to justify. There were several
experiments in local democracy in
ancient India. Indeed, in
understanding the roots of
democracy in the world, we have to
take an interest in the history of
people participation and public
reasoning in different parts of the
world. We have to look beyond
thinking of democracy only in terms
of European and American evolution.
We would fail to understand the
pervasive demands for participatory
living, on which Aristotle spoke with
far-reaching insight, if we take
democracy to be a kind of a
specialized cultural product of the
West.

It cannot, of course, be doubted
that the institutional structure of the
contemporary practice of democracy
is largely the product of European
and American experience over the
last few centuries. This is extremely
important to recognize since these
developments in institutional formats
were immensely innovative and
ultimately effective. There can be
little doubt that there is a major
‘Western’ achievement here.
31. Which of the following is closest

to the view of democracy a
mentioned in the above
passage?

(A) The subject of democracy
is a muddle due to a desire
to portray it as a Western
concept, ‘alien’ to non-
Western countries

(B) The language of imposition
of democracy is
inappropriate. There is,
however, a need to consider
this concept in the
backdrop of culture of ‘own
ways’ of non-Western
society
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(C) While democracy is not
essentially a Western idea
belonging exclusively to the
West, the institutional
structure of current
democratic practices has
been their contribution

(D) None of the statements (A),
B) and (C) given above is
correct

32. With reference of the passage,
the following assumptions have
been made-
1. Many of the non-Western

countries are unable to have
democracy because they
take democracy to be a
specialized cultural product
of the West.

2. Westerncountries are
always trying to impose
democracy on non-Western
countries.
Which of the above is/ are
valid assumption/
assumptions?

(A) 1 only
(B) 2 only
(C) Both 1 and 2
(D) Neither 1 nor 2

Passage-2Passage-2Passage-2Passage-2Passage-2

Corporate governance is based
on principles such as conducting the
business with all integrity and fairness,
being transparent with regard to all
transactions, making all the necessary
disclosures and decisions, complying
with all the laws of the land,
accountability and responsibility
towards the stakeholders and
commitment to conducting business
in an ethical manner. Another point
which is highlighted on corporate
governance is the need for those in
control to be able to distinguish
between what are personal and
corporate funds while managing a
company.

Fundamentally, there is a level
of company that is known to have
good corporate governance. The

presence of an active group of
independent directors on the board
contributes a great deal towards
ensuring confidence in the market.
Corporate governance is known to
be one of the criteria that foreign
institutional investors are increasingly
depending on when deciding on
which companies to invest in. It is also
known to have a positive influence
on the share price of the company.
Having a clean image on the
corporate governance front could
also make it easier for companies to
source capital at more reasonable
costs. Unfortunately, corporate
governance often becomes the
centre of discussion only after the
exposure of a large scam.
33. According to the passage,

which of the following should be
the practice / practices in good
corporate governance?
1. Companies should always

comply with labour and tax
laws of the land.

2. Every company in the
country should have a
government representative
as one of the independent
directors on the board to
ensure transparency.

3. The manager of a company
should never invest his
personal funds in the
company.
Select the correct answer
using the codes given
below:

(A) 1 only
(B) 2 and 3 only
(C) 1 and 3 only 3
(D) 1,2 and 3

34. According to the passage,
which of the following is/are the
major benefit/benefits of good
corporate governance?
1. Good corporate governance

leads to increase in share
price of the company.

2. A company with good

corporate governance
always increases its business
turnover rapidly.

3. Good corporate governance
is the main criterion for
foreign institutional investors
when they decide to buy a
company.
Select the correct answer
using the codes given
below.

(A) 1 only
(B) 2 and 3 only
(C) 1 and 3 only
(D) 1, 2 and 3

Passage-3Passage-3Passage-3Passage-3Passage-3

Malnutrition most commonly
occurs between the ages of six
months and two years. This happens
despite the child’s food requirements
being less than that of an older child.
Malnutrition is often attributed to
poverty, but it has been found that
even in households where adults eat
adequate quantities of food, more
than 50 per cent of children-under-
five do not consume enough food.
The child’s dependence on
someone else to feed him/her is
primarily responsible for the
malnutrition. Very often the mother is
working and the responsibility of
feeding the young child is left to an
older sibling. It is therefore crucial to
increase awareness regarding the
child’s food needs and how to satisfy
them.
35. According to the passage,

malnutrition in children can be
reduced-

(A) if the children have regular
intake of food

(B) after they cross the age of
five

(C) if the food needs of younger
children are known

(D) if the responsibility of
feeding younger children is
given to adults

36. According to the author, poverty



Solved PaperSolved PaperSolved PaperSolved PaperSolved Paper

http://www.iasexamportal.com 1 0 91 0 91 0 91 0 91 0 9  http://www.civilservicesmentor.com

Join Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains ExamsJoin Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams
http:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courseshttp:// iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor MagazineClick Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazinehttp://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/magazine

is not the main cause of
malnutrition, but the fact that-
1. taking care of younger ones

is not a priority for working
mothers.

2. awareness of nutritional
needs is not propagated by
the Public Health authorities.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(A) 1 only
(B) 2 only
(C) Both 1 and 2
(D) Neither 1 nor 2

Passage-4Passage-4Passage-4Passage-4Passage-4

A number of empirical studies
find that farmers are risk-averse,
though only moderately in many
cases. There is also evidence to show
that farmers’ risk aversion results in
cropping patterns and input use
designed to reduce risk rather than
to maximize income. Farmers adopt
a number of strategies to manage and
cope with agricultural risks. These
include practices like crop and field
diversification, non-farm
employment, storage of stocks and
strategic migration of family
members. There are also institutions
ranging from share tenancy to kinship,
extended family and informal credit
agencies. One major obstacle to risk
sharing by farmers is that the same
type of risks can affect a large number
of farmers in the region. Empirical
studies show that the traditional
methods are not adequate. Hence,
there is a need for policy
interventions, especially measures
that cut across geographical regions.

Policies may aim at tackling
agricultural risks directly or indirectly.
Examples of risk-specific policies are
crop insurance, price stabilization
and the development of varieties
resistant to pests and diseases.
Policies which affect risk indirectly
are irrigation, subsidized credit and
access to information. No single risk-
specific policy is sufficient to reduce

risk and is without side-effects,
whereas policies not specific to risk
influence the general situation and
affect risks only indirectly. Crop
insurance, as a policy measure to
tackle agricultural risk directly,
deserves careful consideration in the
Indian context and in many other
developing countries-because the
majority of farmers depend on rain-
fed agricultural and in many areas
yield variability is the predominant
cause of their income instability.
37. The need for policy intervention

to mitigate risks in agriculture is
because—

(A) farmers are extremely risk-
averse

(B) farmers do not know how to
mitigate risks

(C) the methods adopted by
farmers and existing risk
sharing institutions are not
adequate

(D) majority of farmers depend
on rainfed agriculture

38. Which of the following
observations emerges from the
above passage?

(A) One can identify a single
policy that can reduce risk
without any side-effect

(B) No single risk-specific
policy is sufficient to reduce
agricultural risk.

(C) Policies which affect risk
indirectly can eliminate it

(D) Government’s policy
intervention can mitigate
agricultural risk completely

39. Consider the following
statements-
(i) A primary group is relatively

smaller in size.
(ii) Intimacy is an essential

characteristic of a primary
group.

(iii) A family may be an example
of a primary group.
In the light of the above

statements, which one of the
following is true?

(A) All families are primary
groups

(B) All primary groups are
families

(C) A group of smaller size is
always a primary group

(D) Members of a primary group
know each other intimately.

40. Four friends, A, B, C and D
distribute some money among
themselves in such a manner that
A gets one less than B, C gets 5
more than D, D gets 3 more than
B. Who gets the smallest amount?

(A) A (B) B
(C) C (D) D

Directions (Q. 41-44)- Read theDirections (Q. 41-44)- Read theDirections (Q. 41-44)- Read theDirections (Q. 41-44)- Read theDirections (Q. 41-44)- Read the
following statements andfollowing statements andfollowing statements andfollowing statements andfollowing statements and
answer the four items thatanswer the four items thatanswer the four items thatanswer the four items thatanswer the four items that
follow-follow-follow-follow-follow-

Five cities P, Q, R, Sand Tare
connected by different modes of
transport as follows:

P and Q are connected by boat
as well as rail.

Sand R are connected by bus
and boat.

Q and T are connected by air
only.

P and R are connected by boat
only.

T and R are connected by rail
and bus.

Which mode of transport
would help one to reach R
starting from Q, but without
changing the mode of
transport?

(A) Boat (B) Rail
(C) Bus (D) Air

42. If a person visits each of the
places starting from P and gets
back to P, which of the following
places must he visit twice?

(A) Q (B) R
(C) S (D) T

43. Which one of the following pairs
of cities is connected by any of
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the routes directly without going
to any other city?

(A) P and T
(B) T and S
(C) Q and R
(D) None of these

44. Between which two cities among
the pairs of cities given below
are there maximum travel options
available?

(A) Q and S
(C) P and T
(B) P and R
(D) Q and R

Directions (Q. 45-47)-Read theDirections (Q. 45-47)-Read theDirections (Q. 45-47)-Read theDirections (Q. 45-47)-Read theDirections (Q. 45-47)-Read the
following passage and answerfollowing passage and answerfollowing passage and answerfollowing passage and answerfollowing passage and answer
the three items that follow:the three items that follow:the three items that follow:the three items that follow:the three items that follow:

A tennis coach is trying to put
together a team of four players for the
forthcoming tournament. For this 7
players are available: males A, Band
C; and females W, X, Y and Z. All
players have equal capability and at
least 2 males will be there in the team.
For a team of four, all players must be
able to play with each other. But, B
cannot play with W, C cannot play
with Z and W cannot play with Y.
45. If Y is selected and B is rejected,

the team will consist of which
one of the following groups?

(A) A, C, W and Y(B) A, C, X and Y
(C) A, C, Y and Z(D) A, W, Yand Z
46. If B is selected and Y is rejected,

the team will consist of which
one of the following groups?

(A) A, B, C and W
(B) A, B, C and Z
(C) A, B, C and X
(D) A, W, Y and Z

47.If all the three males are selected,
then how many
combinations of four
member teams are
possible?

(A) 1 (B) 2
(C) 3 (D) 4

48. The music director of a film
wants to select four persons to
work on different aspects of the

composition of a piece of music.
Seven persons are available for
this work; they are Rohit, Tanya,
Shobha, Kaushal, Kunal, Mukesh
and J aswant.
Rohit and Tanya will not work
together. Kunal and Shobha will
not work together. Mukesh and
Kunal want to work together.
Which of the following is the
most acceptable group of
people that can be selected by
the music director?

(A) Rohit, Shobha, Kunal and
Kaushal

(B) Tanya, Kaushal, Shobha and
Rohit

(C) Tanya, Mukesh, Kunal and
Jaswant

(D) Shobha, Tanya, Rohit and
Mukesh

49. Five people, A, B, C, D and E are
seated about a round table.
Every chair is spaced equidistant
from adjacent chairs.
(i) C is seated next to A.
(ii) A is seated two seats from

D.
(iii) B is not seated next to A.

Which of the following must
be true?

(I) D is seated next to B.
(II) E is seated next to A.

Select the correct answer
from the codes given below:

(A) I only
(B) II only
(C) Both I and II
(D) Neither I nor II

Directions (Q. 50-52)-ExamineDirections (Q. 50-52)-ExamineDirections (Q. 50-52)-ExamineDirections (Q. 50-52)-ExamineDirections (Q. 50-52)-Examine
carefully the followingcarefully the followingcarefully the followingcarefully the followingcarefully the following
statements and answer thestatements and answer thestatements and answer thestatements and answer thestatements and answer the
three items that follow:three items that follow:three items that follow:three items that follow:three items that follow:

Out of four friends A, B, C and
D,

A and B play football and
cricket,

Band C play cricket and hockey,
A and D play basketball and

football,

C and D play hockey and
basketball.
50. Who does not play hockey?

(A) D (B) C
(C) B (0) A

51. Who plays football, basketball
and hockey?

(A) D (B) C
(C) B (0) A

52. Which game do B, C and 0 play?
(A) Basketball
(B) Hockey
(C) Cricket (D) Football

53. Geeta is older than her cousin
Meena. Meena’s brother Bipin is
older than Geeta. When Meena
and Bipin visit Geeta, they like to
play chess. Meena wins the game
more often than Geeta.
Based on the above information,
four conclusions, as given below,
have been made. Which one of
these logically follows from the
information given above?

(A) While playing chess with
Geeta and Meena, Bipin
often loses

(B) Geeta is the oldest among
the three

(C) Geeta hates to lose the
game

(D) Meena is the youngest of the
three

Directions (Q. 54-57)- Read theDirections (Q. 54-57)- Read theDirections (Q. 54-57)- Read theDirections (Q. 54-57)- Read theDirections (Q. 54-57)- Read the
following passage and answerfollowing passage and answerfollowing passage and answerfollowing passage and answerfollowing passage and answer
the four items that follow. Yourthe four items that follow. Yourthe four items that follow. Yourthe four items that follow. Yourthe four items that follow. Your
answers to these items shouldanswers to these items shouldanswers to these items shouldanswers to these items shouldanswers to these items should
be based on the passage only.be based on the passage only.be based on the passage only.be based on the passage only.be based on the passage only.

PassagePassagePassagePassagePassage

Financial markets in India have
acquired greater depth and liquidity
over the years. Steady reforms since
1991 have led to growing linkages
and integration of the Indian
economy and its financial system with
the global economy. Weak global
economic prospects and continuing
uncertainties in the international
financial markets therefore, have had
their impact on the emerging market
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economies. Sovereign risk concerns,
particularly in the Euro area, affected
financial markets for the greater part
of the year, with the contagion of
Greece’s sovereign debt problem
spreading to India and other
economies by way of higher-than-
normal levels of volatility.

The funding constraints in
international financial markets could
impact both the availability and cost
of foreign funding for banks and
corporate. Since the Indian financial
system is bank dominated, banks’
ability to withstand stress is critical to
overall financial stability. Indian
banks, however, remain robust,
notwithstanding a decline in capital
to risk-weighted assets ratio and a rise
in non-performing asset levels in the
recent past. Capital adequacy levels
remain above the regulatory
requirements. The financial market
infrastructure continues to function
without any major disruption. With
further globalization, consolidation,
deregulation, and diversification of
the financial system, the banking
business may become more complex
and riskier. Issues like risk and
liquidity management and enhancing
skill therefore assume greater
significance.
54. According to the passage, the

financial markets in the emerging
market economies including
India had the adverse impact in
recent years due to-
1. weak global economic

prospects.
2. uncertainties in the

international financial
markets.

3. sovereign risk concerns in
the Euro area.

4. bad monsoons and the
resultant crop loss.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(A) 1 and 2 only
(B) 1,2 and 3

(C) 2 and 3 only
(D) 2,3 and 4

55. The Indian financial markets are
affected by global changes
mainly due to the-

(A) increased inflow of
remittances from abroad

(B) enormous increase in the
foreign exchange reserves

(C) growing global linkages and
integration of the Indian
financial markets

(D) contagion of Greece’s
sovereign debt problem

56. According to the passage, in the
Indian financial system, banks’
ability to withstand stress is
critical to ensure overall financial
stability because Indian financial
system is-

(A) controlled by the
Government of India

(B) less integrated with banks
(C) controlled by Reserve Bank

of India
(D) dominated by banks

57. Risk and liquidity management
assumes more importance in the
Indian banking system in future
due to—
1. further globalization.
2. more consolidation and

deregulation of the financial
system.

3. further diversification of the
financial system.

4. more financial inclusion in
the economy.
Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(A) 1,2 and 3
(B) 2,3 and 4
(C) 1 and 2 only
(D) 3 and 4 only

58. There are five hobby clubs in a
college viz., photography,
yachting, chess, electronics and
gardening. The gardening group
meets every second day, the
electronics group meets every

third day, the chess group meets
every fourth day, the yachting
group meets every fifth day and
the photography group meets
every sixth day. How many times
do all the five groups meet on
the same day within 180 days?

(A) 3 (B) 5
(C) 10 (D) 18

59. A, B, C, D and E belong to five
different cities P, Q, R, Sand T
(not necessarily in that order).
Each one of them comes from a
different city. Further it is given
that:
1. Band C do not belong to Q.
2. Band E do not belong to P

and Q.
3. A and C do not belong to R,

Sand T.
4. D and E do not belong to Q

and T.
Which one of the following
statements is not correct?

(A) C belongs to P
(B) D belongs to R
(C) A belongs to Q
(D) B belongs to S

60. Seven men, A, B, C, D, E, F and G
are standing in a queue in that
order. Each one is wearing a cap
of a different colour like violet,
indigo, blue, green, yellow,
orange and red. D is able to see
in front of him green and blue,
but not violet. E can see violet
and yellow, but not red. G can
see caps of all colours other than
orange. If E is wearing an indigo
coloured cap, then the colour of
the cap worn by F is-

(A) Blue (B) Violet
(C) Red (D) Orange

61. There are some balls of red,
green and yellow colour lying on
a table. There are as many red
balls as there are yellow balls.
There are twice as many yellow
balls as there are green ones. The
number of red balls-
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(A) is equal to the sum of yellow
and green balls

(B) is double the number of
green balls

(C) is equal to yellow balls minus
green balls

(D) cannot be ascertained

Directions (Q. 62 and 63)-ReadDirections (Q. 62 and 63)-ReadDirections (Q. 62 and 63)-ReadDirections (Q. 62 and 63)-ReadDirections (Q. 62 and 63)-Read
the following passage andthe following passage andthe following passage andthe following passage andthe following passage and
answer the two items thatanswer the two items thatanswer the two items thatanswer the two items thatanswer the two items that
follow. Your answers to thesefollow. Your answers to thesefollow. Your answers to thesefollow. Your answers to thesefollow. Your answers to these
items should be based on theitems should be based on theitems should be based on theitems should be based on theitems should be based on the
passage only.passage only.passage only.passage only.passage only.

PassagePassagePassagePassagePassage

Crude mineral oil comes out of
the earth as a thick brown or black
liquid with a strong smell. It is a
complex mixture of many different
substances, each with its own
individual qualities. Most of them are
combinations of hydrogen and
carbon in varying proportions. Such
hydrocarbons are also found in other
forms such as bitumen, asphalt and
natural gas. Mineral oil originates from
the carcasses of tiny animals and from
plants that live in the sea. Over
millions of years, these dead creatures
form large deposits under the sea-
bed; and ocean currents cover them
with a blanket of sand and silt. As this
mineral hardens, it becomes
sedimentary rock and effectively
shuts out the oxygen, so preventing
the complete decomposition of the
marine deposits underneath. T

he layers of sedimentary rock
become thicker and heavier. Their
pressure produces heat, which
transforms the tiny carcasses into
crude oil in a process that is still going
on today.
62. Mineral oil deposits under the sea

do not get completely
decomposed because they-

(A) are constantly washed by
the ocean currents

(B) become rock and prevent
oxygen from entering them

(C) contain a mixture of

hydrogen and carbon
(D) are carcasses of organisms

lying in saline conditions
63. Sedimentary rock leads to the

formation of oil deposits
because—

(A) there are no saline
conditions below it

(B) it allows some dissolved
oxygen to enter the dead
organic matter below it

(C) weight of overlying
sediment layers causes the
production of heat

(D)  it contains the substances
that catalyze the chemical
reactions required to
change dead  organisms into
oil

64. In a class of 45 students, a boy is
ranked 20th. When two boys
joined, his rank was dropped by
one. What is his new rank from
the end?

(A) 25th (B) 26th

(C) 27th (D) 28th

65. A thief running at 8 km/hr is
chased by a policeman whose
speed is 10 km/hr. If the thief is
100 m ahead of the policeman,
then the time required for the
policeman to catch the thief will
be–

(A) 2 min (B) 3 min
(C) 4 min (D) 6 min

66. A train travels at a certain average
speed for a distance of 63 km
and then travels a distance of 72
km at an average speed of 6 km /
hr more than its original speed. If
it takes 3 hours to complete the

total journey, what  is the original
speed of the train in km/hr ?

(A) 24 (B) 33
(C) 42 (D) 66

Directions (Q.67-74)-TheDirections (Q.67-74)-TheDirections (Q.67-74)-TheDirections (Q.67-74)-TheDirections (Q.67-74)-The
following eight items are basedfollowing eight items are basedfollowing eight items are basedfollowing eight items are basedfollowing eight items are based
on three passage in English toon three passage in English toon three passage in English toon three passage in English toon three passage in English to
test the comprehension oftest the comprehension oftest the comprehension oftest the comprehension oftest the comprehension of
English language. Read eachEnglish language. Read eachEnglish language. Read eachEnglish language. Read eachEnglish language. Read each

passage and answer the itemspassage and answer the itemspassage and answer the itemspassage and answer the itemspassage and answer the items
that follows-that follows-that follows-that follows-that follows-

English Passage-1English Passage-1English Passage-1English Passage-1English Passage-1

Seven-year-old Jim came home
from the park without” his new
bicycle. “An old man and a little boy
borrowed it,” he explained. “They are
going to bring it back at four 0' clock.”
His parents were upset that he had
given his expensive new bicycle, but
were secretly proud of his kindness
and faith. Came four O'clock no
bicycle. The parents were anxious.
But at 4:30, the door bell rang, and
there stood a happy man and a boy,
with the bicycle and a box of
chocolates. Jim suddenly
disappeared into his bedroom, and
then came running out. “All right,” he
said, after examining the bicycle.
“You can have your watch back !”
67. When Jim came home without his

bicycle, his parents-
(A) were angry with him
(B) were worried
(C) did not feel concerned
(D) were eager to meet the old

man and the little boy
68. Jim returned the watch to the

old man and the little boy
because

(A) they gave him chocolates
(B) his father was proud of him
(C) he was satisfied with the

condition of his bicycle
(D) they were late only by 30

minutes

English Passage-2English Passage-2English Passage-2English Passage-2English Passage-2

It was already late when we set
out for the next town, which
according to the map was about
fifteen kilometres away on the other
side of the hills. There we felt that we
would find a bed for the night.
Darkness fell soon after we left the
village, but luckily we met no one as
we drove swiftly along the narrow
winding road that led to the hills. As
we climbed higher, it became colder
and rain began to fall, making it
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difficult at limes to see the road. I
asked John, my companion, to drive
more slowly. After we had travelled
for about twenty kilometres, there
was still no sign of the town which
was marked on the map. We were
beginning to get worried. Then
without warning, the car stopped and
we found we had run out of petrol.
69. The author asked John to drive

more slowly because—
(A) the road led to the hills
(B) John was an inexperienced

driver
(C) the road was not clearly

visible
(D) they were in wilderness

70. The travellers set out for the town
although it was getting dark
because–

(A) they were in a hurry
(B) the next town was a short

distance away and was a hill-
resort

(C) they were in wilderness
(D) the next town was a short

distance away and promised
a good rest for the night

71. The travellers were worried after
twenty kilometres because—

(A) it was a lonely countryside
(B) they probably feared of

having lost their way
(C) the rain began to fall
(D) it was getting colder as they

drove

English Passage-3English Passage-3English Passage-3English Passage-3English Passage-3

A stout old lady was walking
with her basket down the middle of
a street in Petrograd to the great
confusion of the traffic and no small
peril to herself. It was pointed out to
her that the pavement was the place
for foot-passengers, but she replied,
“I’m going to walk where I like. We’ve
got liberty now.” It did not occur to
the dear lady that if liberty entitled
the foot-passenger to walk down the
middle of the road it also entitled the
taxi-driver to drive on the pavement,
and that the end of such liberty

would be universal chaos. Everything
would be getting in everybody else’s
way and nobody would get
anywhere. Individual liberty would
have become social anarchy.
72. It was pointed out to the lady that

“he should walk on the pavement
because she was-

(A) a pedestrian
(B) carrying a basket
(C) stout (D) an old lady

73. The lady refused to move from
the middle of the street
because—

(A) she was not afraid of being
killed

(B) she felt that she is entitled
to do whatever she liked

(C) she did not like walking on
the pavement

(D) she was confused
74. The old lady failed to realise that-

(A) she was not really free
(B) her liberty was not unlimited
(C) she was an old person
(D) roads are made for motor

vehicles only

Directions (Q. 75-80)-GivenDirections (Q. 75-80)-GivenDirections (Q. 75-80)-GivenDirections (Q. 75-80)-GivenDirections (Q. 75-80)-Given
below are six items. Each itembelow are six items. Each itembelow are six items. Each itembelow are six items. Each itembelow are six items. Each item
describes a situation and isdescribes a situation and isdescribes a situation and isdescribes a situation and isdescribes a situation and is
followed by four possiblefollowed by four possiblefollowed by four possiblefollowed by four possiblefollowed by four possible
responses. Indicate theresponses. Indicate theresponses. Indicate theresponses. Indicate theresponses. Indicate the
response you find mostresponse you find mostresponse you find mostresponse you find mostresponse you find most
appropriate. Choose only oneappropriate. Choose only oneappropriate. Choose only oneappropriate. Choose only oneappropriate. Choose only one
response for each item. Theresponse for each item. Theresponse for each item. Theresponse for each item. Theresponse for each item. The
responses will be evaluatedresponses will be evaluatedresponses will be evaluatedresponses will be evaluatedresponses will be evaluated
based on the level ofbased on the level ofbased on the level ofbased on the level ofbased on the level of
appropriateness for the givenappropriateness for the givenappropriateness for the givenappropriateness for the givenappropriateness for the given
situation.situation.situation.situation.situation.

Please attempt all the items:
There is no penalty for wrong answers
for these six items.
75. You are the head of your office.

There are certain houses
reserved for the allotment to the
office staff and you have been
given the discretion to do so. A
set of rules for the allotment of
the houses has been laid down
by you and has been made

public. Your personal secretary,
who is very close to you, comes
to you and pleads that as his
father is seriously ill, he should
be given priority in allotment of
a house. The office secretariat
that examined the request as per
the rules turns down the request
and recommends the procedure
to be followed according to the
rules. You do not want to annoy
your personal secretary. In such
circumstances, what would you
do ?

(A) Call him over to your room
and personally explain why
the allotment cannot be
done

(B) Allot the house to him to win
his loyalty

(C) Agree with the office note
to show that you are not
biased and that you do not
indulge in favouritism

(D) Keep the file with you and
not pass any orders.

76. While travelling in a Delhi-
registered commercial taxi from
Delhi to an adjacent city (another
State), your taxi driver informs
you that as he has no permit for
running the taxi in that city, he
will stop at its Transport Office
and pay the prescribed fee off
forty for a day. While paying the
fee at the counter you find that
the transport clerk is taking an
extra fifty rupees for which no
receipt is being given. You are in
a hurry for your meeting. In such
circumstances, what would you
do ?

(A) Go up the counter and ask
the clerk to give back the
money which he has illigally
taken

(B) Do not interfere at all as this
is a matter between the taxi
driver and the tax authorities

(C) Take note of the incident
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and subsequently report
the matter to the concerned
authorities

(D) Treat it as a normal affair and
simply forget about it

77. A person lives in a far off village
which is almost two hours by bus.
The villager’s neighbour is a very
powerful landlord who is trying
to occupy the poor villager’s
land by force. You are the District
Magistrate and busy in a meeting
called by a local Minister. The
villager has come all the way, by
bus and on foot, to see you and
give an application seeking
protection from the powerful
landlord. The villager keeps on
waiting outside the meeting hall
for an hour. You come out of the
meeting and are rushing to
another meeting. The villager
follows you to submit his
application. What would you do?

(A) Tell him to wait for another
two hours till you come
back from your next
meeting (B) Tell him that the
matter is actually to be dealt
by a junior officer and that
he should give the
application to him

(C) Call one of your senior
subordinate officers and ask
him to solve the villager’s
problem

(D) Quickly take the application
from him, ask him a few
relevant questions regarding
his problem and then
proceed to the meeting

78. There is a shortage of sugar in
your District where you are the
District Magistrate. The
Government has ordered that
only a maximum amount of 30 kg
sugar is to be released for
wedding celebrations. A son of
your close friend is getting
married and your friend requests

you to release at least 50 kg sugar
for his son’s wedding. He
expresses annoyance when you
tell him about the Government’s
restrictions on this matter. He
feels that since you are the
District Magistrate you can
release any amount. You do not
want to spoil your friendship with
him. In such circumstances, how
would you deal with the
situation?

(A) Release the extra amount of
sugar which your friend has
requested for

(B) Refuse your friend the extra
amount and strictly follow
the rules

(C) Show your friend the copy
of the Government
instructions and then
persuade him to accept the
lower amount as prescribed
in the rules

(D) Advise him to directly apply
to the allotting authority and
inform him that you do not
interfere in this matter

79. You are in-charge of
implementing the Family
Planning programme in an area
where there is a strong
opposition to the present policy.
You want to convince the
residents of the need for
keeping small families. What
would be the best way of
communicating the message?

(A) By logically explaining to
the residents the need for
family planning to improve
the health and living
standards

(B) By encouraging late
marriage” and pT0per
“pacing of children

(C) By offering incentives for
adopting family planning
devices

(D) By asking people who have

been sterilized or are using
contraceptives to directly
talk to the residents

80. You are a teacher in a University
and are setting a question paper
on a particular subject. One of
your colleagues, whose son is
preparing for the examination on
that subject, comes to you and
informs you that it is his son’s last
chance to pass that examination
and whether you could help him
by indicating what questions are
going to be in the examination.
In the past, your colleague had
helped you in another matter.
Your colleague informs you that
his son will suffer from
depression if he fails in this
examination. In such
circumstances, what would you
do?

(A) In view of the help he had
given you, extend your help
to him

(B) Regret that you cannot be
of any help to him

(C) Explain to your colleague
that this would be violating
the trust of the University
authorities and you are not
in a position to help him

(D) Report the conduct of your
colleague to the higher
authorities

ANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERS

1. (D) 2. (A) 3. (A)
4. (B) 5. (B) 6. (C)
7. (D) 8. (D) 9. (A)

10. (C) 11. (B) 12. (B)
13. (B) 14. (C) 15. (B)
16. (D) 17. (B) 18. (C)
19. (B) 20. (A) 21. (C)
22. (A) 23. (B) 24. (A)
25. (B) 26. (A) 27. (C)
28. (A) 29. (B) 30. (D)
31. (C) 32. (D) 33. (A)
34. (A) 35. (C) 36. (A)
37. (C) 38. (B) 39. (D)
40. (A) 41. (A) 42. (B)
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43. (D) 44. (A) 45. (B)
46. (C) 47. (B) 48. (C)
49. (C) 50. (D) 51. (A)
52. (B) 53. (D) 54. (B)
55. (C) 56. (D) 57. (A)
58. (A) 59. (D) 60. (C)
61. (B) 62. (B) 63. (C)
64. (C) 65. (B) 66. (C)
67. (B) 68. (C) 69. (C)
70. (D) 71. (B) 72. (A)
73. (B) 74. (B) 75. (A)
76. (C) 77. (C) 78. (C)
79. (A) 80. (C)

EXPLANATIONSEXPLANATIONSEXPLANATIONSEXPLANATIONSEXPLANATIONS

3. Let the number of gold coins be
x and non-gold coins be 3x.
Then as per question–

10
3

x
x
+

 = 
1
2

2(x + 10) = 3x

2x + 20 = 3x
x = 20
Now, total number of coins in
the collection
= (x + 10) + 3x
= 20 + 10 + 3 × 20
= 30 + 60 = 90

4. Required minimum number of
plants
= (32)2 – 1000
= 1024 – 1000
= 24

5. Let the least value of the prize
will be Rs. x
Then as per question–
x + (x + 20) + (x + 40) + (x + 60)
+ (x + 80) + (x + 100) + (x + 120)
= 700
7x + 420 = 700
7x = 700 - 420
7x = 280 x = 40

6. As per question–

n( A U B) = n (A) + n(B) - n (A 

B)

120 = 70 + 80 - n (A  B)

n (A B) = 150 - 120 = 30

∴ Required ratio = 30 : 70
= 3 : 7

7. Let the number of days be x.
Then as per question–
1000 × (30 - 10) = (1000 + 1000)
× x

1000 × 20 = 2000 × x

x = , x = 10

21. Since, 33 + 73

= 27 + 343= 370
and 23 + 63 = 8 + 216 = 124
Therefore,
13 + X3 = 730
X3 = 730 - 1 = 729
∴ X = (729)1/3

X = 9
23. Series,

12 ×  = 12 × 7 = 84

9 ×  = 9 × 9= 81

Similarly in figure III.

11 ×  = 88 ∴ x = 

= 8 × 2  = 16
25. Required number of Physics

professors

= (32 + 8) × 

= 40 × = 16

26. Ratio of males to females in:
Physics 32 : 8 4 : 1
Mathematics 28 : 8 7 : 2
Chemistry  16 : 22  8 : 11
Economics 24 : 8  3 : 1
Hence, Physics has the highest
ratio of males of females.

27. Required percentage

= 

=
6 100%

10
×

= 60%
28. Since, all the Physics professors

of 25-34 age group
= 30% of 40

= 
30 40
100

× = 12

Therefore, female Physics
professors in 25-34 age group
= 25% of 12

= = 3

Now, required no. of male
Physics professors in the age
group of 25 - 34
= 12 - 3 = 9

29. Let the number of professors in
the university be x
2% of x = (6 + 4)

 = 10

∴ x =  = 500

40. Let the amount distribute in four
friends A, B, C and D as follows:
A x
B x + 1
D (x + 1) + 3 (x + 4)
C (x + 4) + 5 (x + 9)
Hence, A gets the smallest
amount.

For Q. 45 - 47
If W(√) B(x)

B (√) W(x)
C(√) Z(x)
Z(√) C(x)
W(√) Y(x)
Y(√) W(x)

45. If Y(√) and B(x)
Then possible group will be A,
C, X and Y.

46. If B(√ ) and Y(x). The possible
groups are
A, B, C and X or A, B, X and Z.

47. Required possible teams are
(A, B, C), X
(A, B, C), Y

48. The most acceptable group of
people = Tanya, Mukesh, Kunal
and Jaswant.

53. Age-wise
Vipin > Geeta > Mena (cousin).
Hence, Meena is the youngest
of the three.

58. Here, every 60th day they will
meet together. So in 180 days
all the five groups can meet 3
times.

61. Let the green balls are x.
Then, yellow balls will be 2x and
also the red balls.
Hence, the number of red balls
is double the number of green
balls.
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64. Required rank
= (45 + 2) - (20 + 1) + 1
= 47 - 21 + 1
= 27th

65. Required time

=  = 3 min.

66. Let the original speed of the

train in km/hr.
Then as per question—

t1 + t2  = 
63 72

6x x
+

+

3 = 

x(x +6) = 21 (x + 6) + 24x

x2 + 6x = 21x + 126 + 24x
x2 + 6x - 45x - 126 = 0
x2 - 39x - 126 = 0
x2 - 42x + 3x - 126 = 0
x(x - 42) + 3(x – 42) = 0
(x - 42) (x + 3) = 0
∴ x = 42 and x = -3 (not possible)
Hence, the original speed of the
train 42km/hr.
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Direction: Direction: Direction: Direction: Direction: The following question
consists of two statements; one
labelled as the ‘Assertion (A)’ and the
other as ‘Reason (R)’ You are to
examine these statements carefully
and select the answers to these items
using the codes given below:
Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:

(a) Both A and R are individually
true and R is the correct
explanation of A.

(b) Both A and R are individually
true but R is not the correct
explanation of A.

(c) A is true but R is false.
(d) A is false but R is true.

1. Consider the following Mughal
nobles:
1. Afzal  Khan
2. Mahabat Khan
3. Ali Mardan Khan
4. Asaf Khan
What is the correct chronological
sequence of the above nobles ?

(a) 1 - 2 - 3 - 4
(b) 4 - 3 - 2 - 1
(c) 3 - 1 - 4 - 2
(d) 4 - 2 - 3 - 1

2. Who among the following
played an important role in
signing at the Gandhi Irwin  Pact?
1. Motilal Nehru
2. Tej Bahadur sapru
3. Madan Mohan Malaviya
4. M.R. Jayakar
5. C.Y. Chintamani
Select the correct answer using
the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 4
(c) 2 and 3 (d) 4 and 5

3. Which one of the following
statements is not true in relation
to Annie Besant ?

(a) She was an Irish Lady
(b) She was actively connected

with the theosophical society.
(c) She was connected with the

Home-Rule Movement.
(d) She was the founder of a

womens university.
4. Which comment among the

following is not true in relation to
the politics at the Muslim League
after the provincial legislative
Assembly elections of-1937 ?

(A) Muslim league was inclined to
form coalition ministries with
Indian National congress

(B) Jinnah criticised the congress
as 'drunk with power'

(C) Muslim league got a Report
prepared about
illtratement of the Mulslims in
congress government
provinces.

(D) Muslim league ministries of
Bengal, Sindh and N.W.F.P.
resigned

5. Consider the following:
1. The Amrita Bazar Patrika was

started in 1868.
2. Aruna Asaf Ali was the

founder of the congress
women volunteers corps.

3. Bina Das fired at the Governor
while reciving her degree at
the convocation.

4. Latika Ghose took part in the
chittgong armoury raid. which
of the statements given above
are correct?

(a) 1, 2 and 4 (b)1, 3 and 4
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)2 and 4 only
 6. Match List I with List II and select

the correct answer using the
code given below the lists:
List IList IList IList IList I List IIList IIList IIList IIList II
( f o u n d e r )( f o u n d e r )( f o u n d e r )( f o u n d e r )( f o u n d e r ) ( w o m e n ' s( w o m e n ' s( w o m e n ' s( w o m e n ' s( w o m e n ' s

political aspolitical aspolitical aspolitical aspolitical as
gomisa t ion)gomisa t ion)gomisa t ion)gomisa t ion)gomisa t ion)

A. Latika Ghosh 1 . Rashtriya Stree
Sangha

B. Sarojini Naidu2 . Mahila Rashtriya
Sangha

C . Krishnabai Rao3 . Nari Satyagraha
Samiti

D. Urmila Devi 4 . Desh Sevika Sangha
C o d e :C o d e :C o d e :C o d e :C o d e :

A B C D
(a) 2 4 1 3
(b) 3 4 1 2
(c) 2 1 4 3
(d) 3 1 4 2
7. Consider the following

statements:
Surendranath Banerjee Indian
Association
1. Was concerned with a plea

for the admission of Indians to
the civil service.

2. Carried on a campaign against
the Arms Act and the
Vernacular Press Act.

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

8. With reference to the
Government of India Act, 1935,
consider the following
statements:
1. As per the Act, in the

Governors provinces, diarchy
was abolished and provincial
Autonomy introduced.

2. All the provincial Legislatures
consisted of only one
chamber called Legislative
Assembly.

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

9. Which one of the following was
not actually part of the original
plan of the non-cooperation
movement, but acquired great
popularity among the movement
in many parts of the country ?

(a) Picketing of shops selling
foreign cloth

(b) Boycott of Government
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schools and colleges
(c) Picketing of  tadi shops
(d) Boycott of  public transport

and communication system.
10. Match List I with List II and select

the correct answer using the
code given below the lists:

List IList IList IList IList I List IIList IIList IIList IIList II
( F o u n d e r s )( F o u n d e r s )( F o u n d e r s )( F o u n d e r s )( F o u n d e r s ) ( j o u r n a l s )( j o u r n a l s )( j o u r n a l s )( j o u r n a l s )( j o u r n a l s )

A. Zafar Ali khan 1 . Kudi Arasu
B. B.C Horniman 2 . Kisan Bulletin
C . E.V.R. Naicker

periyar 3 . Bombay chronicle
D. Indulal Yagnik 4 . Zamindar

C o d e :C o d e :C o d e :C o d e :C o d e :
A B C D

(a) 4 2 3 1
(b) 4 3 1 2
(c) 1 3 2 4
(d) 1 2 3 4
11. 'Mitra Mela' was later on renamed

as
(a) Anushilan samiti
(b) Abhinava Bhart Samiti
(c) Jugantar
(d) Nibandhamala

12. In the context of Non-
cooperation Movement under
whose chairmanship was the All
India college student's
conference held at Nagpur in
December 1920 ?

(a) B.C. Pal (b) C.R. Das
(c) Lala Lajpat Rai
(d) Pandit Motilal Nehru

13. What is the correct chronological
order  of the Buddhist councils
held at the under mentioned four
places ?

(a) Vaishali, Rajgriha, Kundalvan,
Pataliputra

(b) Rajgriha, Vaishali, Pataliputra,
Kundalvan

(c) Pataliputra, Kundalvan,
Vaishli, Rajgriha

(d) Rajgriha, Pataliputra,
Kundalvan, Vaishli

14. Who was the first to sign the
subsidiary Alliance in India ?

(a) Peshwa
(b) Nawab of Awadh
(c) Nizam of Hyderabad
(d) Ruler of Tanjore

15. Which one was the most serious
political blunder of Dalhousie ?

(a) Prohibiting adoption
(b) Beginning of Railways
(b) Attempt to capture Burma
(d) Take over of Awadh

16. Which one of the following
statements is not true ?

(a) Nana Saheb led the revolt in
Kanpur.

(b) Tatya Tope was an associate
of Nana Saheb

(c) Nana Saheb was hanged
(d) Nana Saheb was the adopted

son of peshwa Baji Rao-II
17. Which  one of the following acts

was not done by the British after
the Revolt of 1857 ?

(a) Contemplation over the
organization of the army.

(b) Works to woo the rulers and
zamindars.

(c) Interfering in the religion and
practices in India.

(d) Demolishing the Hindu
Muslim unity.

18. Which one of the following is not
correct ?

(a) Indian National Congress,
Calcutta Session (1887)

(b) Indian National congress,
Lucknow Session (1916)

(c) Indian National Congress,
Gaya Session (1922)

(d) Indian Nationa Congress,
Tripuri Session (1939)

19. The author of "Indian
Mussalmans" is

(a) W.W. Hunter
(b) Sir Aga khan
(c) Atulanand Chakravarti
(d) Rizaul Karim

20. Who among the following
directed to throw bomb on
viceroy Lord Hardings ?

(a) Khudiram Bose
(b) Rashbihari Bose
(c) Chandrashekhar Azad
(d) Ramprasad Bismil

21. The grant of 'Diwani' in Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa was given to the
English East India company by
the Treaty in 1765 with

(a) Shah Alam II
(b) Mir Qasim

(c) Siraj-ud-daula
(d) Fran cis Josept Dupleix

22. With reference to the swadesh
movement during the indian
freedom struggle, which of the
following statement is not
correct?

(a) The theme song at swadesh
movement in Bengal was
Ravindranath's “Amar Sonar
Bangala"

(b) Sayed Haider Raza led the
swadesh movement in India

(c) The Ganpati and Shivaji
festival become a medium of
the movement.

(d) The Surat split in 1907
weakened the swadeshi
movement.

23. In which order Europeans come
to India for carrying on trade ?

(a) Portuguese, Dutch, English,
French

(b) Portuguese, English, Dutch,
French

(c) English, Portuguese Dutch,
French

(d) Dutch, Portuguese, French,
English

24. Who were the signatories of the
treaty at Salabai ?

(a) Peshwa and the East India
company

(b) Haider Ali, Peshwa and East
India company

(c) Haider Ali and Peshwa
(d) Mahadaji Sindhia and Warren

Hastings
25. What was the British policy

towards Mysore after Tipu
Sultan's death ?

(a) Establishing control over the
whole of  Mysore

(b) The whole Mysore was
handed over to the successor
of Tipu Sultan.

(c) The whole of Mysore was
handed over to the successor
of Wadyar dynasty

(d) Only the central part of
erstwhile Mysore was handed
over to the successor at
wadyar dynasty.
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26. Historians are of the view that the
British signed the Treaty of
Bassien (1802) with a 'cypher'.
Who was this 'cypher'?

(a) Baji Rao II
(b) Raghunath Rao
(c) Nana Phadanvis
(d) Daulat Rao Sindhia

27. During the Indian freedom
struggle, who of the following
started the weekly Yugantar in
April 1906?

(a) Jnanendranath Basu and
Bipin Chandra Pal

(b) Barindra Kumar Ghosh and
Bhupendranath Dutta

(c) Aswini Kumar Dutta and
Satish Chandra Mukherji

(d) Krishna Kumar Mitra and
Hemchandra Kanungo

28. In the year 1911, who of the
following founded the social
service league with its aim being
to secure for the masses at the
people better and reasonable.
Condition at of life and work ?

(a) G.K. Gokhale
(b) M.G. Ranade
(c) N.M. Joshi
(d) Srinivasa Sastri

29. Consider the following
statements:
1. The Nawab of Awadh

surrendered Allahabad and
Kada to the English company
by the treaty of Allahabad.

2. The english company sold
Allahabad and Kada to the
Nawab of Awadh for Rupees
two crores by the treaty of
Banaras.

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 or 2.

30. Who of the following was the first
president ot the Indian Trade
Union Congress in 1920 ?

(a) Bipin Chandra Pal
(b) Chittaranjan Das
(c) Lala Lajpat Rai
(d) Dr. Rajendra Prasad

31. Bal Gangadhar Tilak worked to
inspire the national sprit in
people.

(a) By publishing artrocities made
by British Government against
Indians in his paper 'Kesri'

(b) By Organizing festivals in
honour of lord Ganesh and by
reviving the cult of Shivaji

(c) By supporting the Khilafat
Movement

(d) All of the Above.
32. "A single shelf of a good

European Library was worth the
whole native literature of India
and Arabia" Who made this
statement?

(a) Raja Rammohan Roy
(b) Lord William Bentinck
(c) Sir Charles Wood
(d) Lord Macaulay

33. The name of  Foreign Journalist
who reported satyagrah at
Dharsana salt works was

(a) Mark Tully
(b) Webb Miller
(c) Philip sprat
(d) Francis Louis

34. At the beginning of  British rule
in India, Fortified Factory meant
to protect.

(a) The trading place where
officers of  the company
worked

(b) The centre of manufacturing
at goods.

(c) The godown where goods
were stored for shipment of
Europe

(d) None of the above
35. Which of the following European

wars flared up the first carnatic
war in India ?

(a) War of Spanish succession
(b) Austrian war of succession
(c) War of Devolution
(d) War of France-Prasa

 36.Consider the following
statements:
1. The 1857 Revolt against

British rule was the first mutiny
of sepoys under the British
rule of India.

2. During the Revolt of 1857
against British rule. Gulab
Singh led the multineers at
Ambala.

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 or 2.

37. Consider the following
statements.
1. Lord Irwin appointed the

Sedition committee or rowlatt
committee

2. Sir Sankaran Nair resigned his
membership of the viceroys
executive council in the
protect of Jallianwala
massacre

3. Udham Singh shot dead
Michael O’ dier

(a) All of the above
(b) Only1& 2
(c) 2 & 3 (d) 1 & 3

38. Consider the following
statements
1. October 17, 1919 was

observed as the khilafat day
at an all India scale

2. At a special session of the
Indian National Congress at
Calcutta (sep., 1920. passed
the resolution to launch the
non co-operation movement

(a) Both1& 2
(b) Only 1
(c) Only 2
(d) Neither1nor 2

39. Consider the following
statements
1. about the programme of

Non-cooperation movement
2. Surrender of titles & honorary

offices
3. Boycott of foreign goods
Which of the statements given
above is/are correct?

(a) 1 & 2
(b) All of the above
(c) 2 & 3
(d) 1 & 3

40. Consider the following
statements
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1. The Non-cooperation
movement were suspended
after the Chauri Chaura
Incident

2. Gandhi Ji faced trial (March
1922. in mumbai

3. Gandhi Ji took full
responsibility of Chauri
Chaura.

(a) All of the above
(b) 1 & 2
(c) 2 & 3 (d) 1 & 3

41. Consider the following
statements
1. The founder of the Indian

Communism was M.N. Roy
2. M.N. Roy founded communist

party of India in Kanpur.
(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

42. Match the following
P a r t yP a r t yP a r t yP a r t yP a r t y S t a t eS t a t eS t a t eS t a t eS t a t e

1 . Labour Swaraj Party
(a) Madras

2 . Kirti Kishan Party (b) Bengal
3 . Congress Labour Party(c)Punjab
4 . Labour Kisan Party (d) Mumbai

(a) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c, 4-d
(b) 1-b, 2-c, 3-d, 4-a
(c) 1-c, 2-d, 3-b, 4-a
(d) 1-d, 2-a, 3-c, 4-b

43. Consider the following
statements
1. All India trade union congress

held its first Session in Kanpur.
2. Meerut conspiracy case’s

accured were defended by
J.L. Nehru, M.A. Ansari & M.C.
Chagla

(a) Only 1 (b) Both1& 2
(c) Only 2 (d) Neither1nor 2

44. Consider the following
statements about Congress Samaj
Party (CSP)
1. Congress Socialist Party was

formed in 1934
2. J.L. Nehru & Bose did not

support CSP
3. The Cabinet Mission Plan was

rejected by CSP.
(a) All of the above
(b) 1 & 2 (c) 2 & 3
(d) 1 & 3

45. Consider the following
statements
1. Under the presidentship of

C.R. Das, Swaraj Party formed
in 1922

2. Swaraj Party win 42 out of 101
elective seats in the central
legislative assembly

(a) Both1& 2
(b) Only 1
(c) Only 2
(d) Neither1nor 2

46. Consider the following
statements
1. Hindu Mahasabha founded in

1918 under the presidentship
of Madan Mohan Malviya

2. Fazl-i-Husain was related to
Unionist Party of Punjab

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

47. Consider the following
statements
1. The Nagpur Flag Satyagraha

was started in mid-1923
2. Vaikom Satyagraha was fought

for temple only
(a) Only 1 (b) Both 1 & 2
(c) Only 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

48. Consider the following
statements
1. Simon Commission

enumerated two features of
Indian states British territory &
not British subjects

2. The Government of India Act
of 1935 proposed a system of
federation

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2
(c) Neither 1 nor 2
(d) Both 1 & 2

49. Consider the following
statements
1. The Butler Committees

report(1929. rankly said that
the princes had no sovereign
authority

2. Gandhi start Salt Satyagraha in
Aug., 1929

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) Neither1nor 2

50. Consider the following
statements about all India states
people’s conference
1. It took shape in 1927
2. Balwant Rai Mehta, Manilal

Kothari & G.R. Abhayankar
was the leader

3. Its headquarter was based in
Delhi

(a) Only 2 & 3
(b) Only1& 3
(c) Only 1 & 2
(d) All of the above

51. Consider the following
statements about Simon
Commission
1. Indian Statutory Commission

known as Simon Commission
2. Commission consisted 9

members.
3. Sir John-Simon was the Chief

of Simon Commission
(a) 1 & 2 (b) 1 & 3
(c) 2 & 3
(d) All of above

52. Consider the following
statements
1. Indian National Congress

meet in Calcutta to boycott
Simon Commission

2. Muslim League supported
Simon Commission

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2
(c) Both1& 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

53. Consider the following
statements:

1. Shah Jahan succeeded to
the throne on the death of
his father in 1628.

2. He appointed his son,
Prince Aurangzeb, as the
viceroy of the Deccan.

3. Shah Jahan had trouble with
the Portuguese who had a
settlement at Calicut.

4. Shah Jahan is known for the
tomb of Mumtaz Mahal, and.
for Shahjahanabad (new
city built.’ by him)

Which of the above statements
about. Shah Jahan is/are correct?
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(a) Only 1, 2 and 3
(b) Only 2, 3 and 4
(c) Only 1, 2 and 4
(d) All the above

54. Consider the following
statements:

1. Dara Sikoh was the son of
Shah Jahan and  brother of
Aurangzeb.

2. His best known work was A
study of Sufi and Vedanta
Philosophy.

3. He also translated the
Upnishads into Persian in
1657.

4. He was killed in the fight for
the throne between him and
his brother Aurangzeb.

Which of the above statements
about prince Dara Sikoh is/are
correct?

(a) Only 1, 2 and 3
(b) Only 2, 3 and 4
(c) Only 1, 3 and 4
(d) All the above

55. Consider the following
statements:

1. During the 18th century the
Sikhs formed themselves
into twelve small. groups
known as Misls.

2. When Ahmad Shah Abdali
invaded India, he
completely destroyed these
Misls.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) Only 1 is correct
(b) Only 2 is correct
(c) Both are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

56. Consider the following
statements:

1. Like most other Indian rulers
Hyder and Tipu sultan were
unaware of the
developments in the world.

2. ‘In religious matters,
however, they were
enlightened and
broadminded.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

(c) Both
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

57. Which among the following is
the correct chronological order
of the Peshwas?

(a) Baji Rao- Balaji Vishwanath-
Balaji Baji Rao - Madhav Rao

(b) Balaji Vishwanath-Baji Rao-
Balaji Baji Rao - Madhav Rao

(c) Balaji Vishwanath - Baji Rao-
Balaji Baji Rao - Madhav Rao

(d) Balaji Vishwanath-Balaji Baji
Rao - Baji Rao - Madhav Rao

58. Match the following List-I with
List-II and answer as per the
codes given below:

List-IList-IList-IList-IList-I List-IIList-IIList-IIList-IIList-II
A. Sindhia 1. Nagpur
B. Gaekwad2. Indore
C. Bhonsale3. Baroda .
D. Holkar 4. Gwalior

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
A B C D

(a) 4 1 2 3
(b) 4 3 1 2
(c) 3 4 1 2
(d) 1 2 3 4

59. Which of the following
statements is/are NOT correct?

1. After the advent of the
British, a few new types of
schools giving instruction in
English language and other
branches of western
learning had started
functioning first in the Bengal
and Bombay region and
then in Madras.

2. These were mostly run by
British administrators.

3. The first educational
institutions supported by
the government were the
Calcutta Madarsa and the
Banaras Sanskrit College
established in 1791 and
1781 respectively.

4. The purpose of opening
them was to give mass
education.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) All the above

60. The actual issue of the misuse
of Dastaks by the company was
that:

(a) The company was granted
permits (dastaks) for the
duty free import export-
trade; but the company was
misusing it for internal trade
- also.

(b) The dastaks were granted to
the company, but they were
being misused by the
company’s servants:

(c) The company and its
servants were selling the
dastaks even to private
merchants.

(d) All of the above.
61. Why did the trade and industries

of Bengal suffer heavily after the
battle of Plassey?

(a) Indian merchants faced stiff
competition from the
English.

(b) Indian merchants were at a
disadvantageous situation
on account of payment of
duties by them while the
English trade was duty-free.

(c) Producers were forced
through the use of violent
methods to sell their,
commodities at lower
prices.

(d) All of the above
62. The market in Britain was

completely closed for the goods
produced in India. The device
which was used by the English
for achieving the arrangement
was:

(a) Orders were issued that the
ships carrying Indian goods
would not be allowed to
touch ports in Britain.

(b) The British Indian
Government itself
purchased Indian goods
and sold them in the
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markets in Africa at fabulous
profits.

(c) The British Indian
Government imposed
restrictions on the export of
Indian goods.

(d) A heavy import duty was
imposed on Indian goods
imported into Britain with a
view to make the export and
sale of Indian goods in
Britain an uneconomic
proposition.

63. Which of the following is
incorrect?

(a) In 1859, the separate armies
of the presidencies were
unified.

(b) The entire army of the British
Government in India -was
brought under the control of
the Commander-in Chief

(c) For every three Indian
.

soldiers, there was one
European soldier.

(d) None of the above.
64. By passing the Regulating Act of

1773, the British. Parliament
tried:

(a) To exercise its own authority
on the affairs of the company

(b) To remove the evils found
under the rule of the
company

(c) To protect the Indian rulers
from the high handedness of
the officers of the company.

(d) To regulate the company’s
trade with India.

65. Which of the following was NOT
one of the effects of Nadir
Shah’s invasion?

(a) It caused an irreparable loss
to the prestige of the
empire.

(b) It exposed the hidden
weakness of the empire to
the Maratha Sardars and the
foreign trading companies.

(c) It ruined imperial finances
and adversely affected the

economic life of the
country.

(d) It destroyed all the initiative
of –the impoverished
nobles, most of whom
retired from active court life.

66. Match the following List-I with
List-II and answer as per the
code given below:

List-I List-II
A. Eka Movement 1 . N.G. Ranga
B. All India Kisan 2 . Khoodi

Sabha Mullah and
Shambhu Pal

C. Pabna Revolt 3 . Madari Pasi
D. Andhra Ryots 4 . Swami

Sahajanand
Association
Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:

A B C D
(a) 3 4 1 2
(b) 4 3 1 2
(c) 4 3 2 1
(d) 3 4 2 1

67. Consider the following
statements: .

1. The revolt of Chhatar Singh,
the governor of Multan,
precipitated the second
Anglo-Sikh war.

2. The ‘Indian War’ of
Independence’ was written
by V.D. Savarkar.

Code:
(a) Only 1 is correct (b)

Only 2 is correct
(c) Both are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 is correct

68. Match the following List-I with
List-Il and answer as per the
codes given below:

List-I List-II
A. Delhi. 1 . Colin Campbell
B. Jhansi 2 . John Nicholson
C. Lucknow 3 . Hugh Rose
D. Arra 4 . Winset Taylor

Code:
A B C D

(a) 2 3 1 4
(b) 1 3 4 2
(c) 4 1 2 3
(d) 2 3 4 1

69. Which of the following
movements can be said to have
initiated the process of
associating the workers with the

wider nationalist struggle against
British?

(a) Swadeshi Movement
(b) Home Rule Movement
(c) N o n - C o o p e r a t i o n

Movement.
(d) Anti-Simon Agitation

70. Which of the following was NOT
one of the administrative and
economic causes of the
Rebellion of 1857?

(a) The Indian aristocracy was
deprived.of power and
position since all high posts,
civil and military, were
reserved for the Europeans.

(b) The administration of
Awadh after its annexation,
received popular acclaim
and aroused the jealousy of
other ruling princes.

(c) The land revenue policy
was most popular.

(d) None of the above
71. The main motive of the British

Indian Government in
developing modern road and rail
communication was:

(a) To improve the general
communication facilities
available to the people

(b) To modernize India
(c) To improve the prospects of

the British company’s trade
and commerce in India-

(d) To improve trade. and
commerce inside India

72. Which of the following is
incorrect?

1. In 1877 the Prarthana Samaj
of Bombay was founded.

2. Two of its chief architects
were Mahadev Govind
Ranade and Ramkrishna
Bhandarkar.

3. The leaders of the Prarthana
Samaj were not influenced
by the “Brahmo Samaj.

4. The Prarthana Samaj leaders
condemned the caste
system and the practice of
untochability.
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Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 3 and 4

73. Which of the following
statement is wrong?

(a) The Hindu College of
Calcutta founded in 1817,
played an important role in
modernising the ongoing
movements in Bengal.

(b) David Hare, an associate of
Rammohan Roy, took keen
interest. in starting the
Hindu College.

(c) Henry Vivian Derozio’s
students, collectively called
the Young Bengal ridiculed
all old social traditions and
customs.

(d) The young Bengal
movement came to an end
after Derozio’s dismissal
from the Hindu College and
his sudden death in 1831.

74. Which of the following is wrong?
(a) Dayananda, whose original

name was Mula Shankara,
was born in Kathiawad in
1824.

(b) In 1863 Dayanand started
preaching his doctrine -
there was only one god who
was to be worshipped not
in the form of images but as
a spirit.

(c) In 1875 he founded the Arya
Samaj in Lahore.

(d) The Satyarth-Prakash was his
most important book.

75. Assertion (A): Assertion (A): Assertion (A): Assertion (A): Assertion (A): The early
nationalists in the initial phases
paid relatively little attention to
the question of workers.
Reason (R): Reason (R): Reason (R): Reason (R): Reason (R): The early
nationalist did not wish to, in any
way; weaken the common
struggle against British rule, by
creating any divisions within the
ranks of the Indian people.

76. Consider the following

statements:
1. The period after 1858

witnessed a gradual
widening of the gulf
between the educated
Indians and-the British
Indian administration.

2. In 1876, Dadabhai Naoroji
organized The East India
Association in London to
discuss the Indian question
and to influence British
public men to promote
Indian Welfare.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) Only 1 is correct
(b) Only 2 is correct
(c) Both are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 is correct

77. Consider the following
statements:

1. The system of Dual
Government established by
the company in Bengal
remained in operation for
five years.

2. The establishment of this
masked system was a sign of
the company’s
unwillingness to recognize
that it had ceased to be a
mere trading body and
became a ‘ruling power.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) Only 1 is correct
(b) Only 2 is correct
(c) Both are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 is correct

78. Which of the following machine
based industries were
established in India, in the
second half of the 19th century?

1. Cotton-Textile
2. Jute
3. Coal-Mining 4. Cement
Select.the answer from the
codes given below:

(a) Only 1 and 2
(b) Only 1 and 3
(c) Only l, 2 and 4
(d) All the above

79. Consider the following

statements:
1. The All India Trade Union

Congress was formed in
1920.

2. Lokamanya Tilak, played an
important role in the
formation of the AITUC

3. Lala Lajpat Rai, was
appointed as its first
president.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2 and 3
(c) Only 1 and 2
(d) All the above

80. Consider the following
statements regarding the Pitt’s
India Act 1784:

1. The Board of control was
established to control all
civil, military and revenue
affairs of the company.

2. In India, the chief
government was placed in
the hands of a Governor
General and a council of
four.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) Only 1 is correct
(b) Only 2 is correct
(c) Both are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 is correct

81. Consider the following
statements:

1. One significant
development in the second
half of the 19th century was
establishment of large scale
machine based industries in
India.

2. The first textile mill was
started in Bombay by
Cowasjee Nanabhoy in 1863
and the first jute mill in
Rishra (Bengal) in 1865.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) Only 1 is correct
(b) Only 2 is correct
(c) Both are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 is correct

82. Which of the following Acts
authorized for Governor-
General to appoint Indian Law
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Commission to study and codify
various rules and regulations
prevalent in India?

(a) Charter Act of 1813
(b) Charter Act of 1833
(c) Charter Act of 1853
(d) The Act for the better

Government of India,1858
83. Assertion (A): Assertion (A): Assertion (A): Assertion (A): Assertion (A): The

Communist Party dissociated
itself from the Quit India
Movement launched by Gandhiji
in August 1942.
Reason (R): Reason (R): Reason (R): Reason (R): Reason (R): With the Nazi
attack on the Soviet Union in
1941,: the communist argued
that character of the war had
changed from an imperialist war
to peoples war.

84. Consider the following
statements:

1. The decision to boycott
Simon Commission was
taken by the Congress in its
1927 Bombay Session.

2. Muslim League also decided
to Boycott Simon
Commission.

Which of the above statements
are correct?

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2(d) Neither 1

nor 2
85. Which of the following

statements is wrong in the
context of Karachi Congress
1931?

(a) It was presided over by
Vithalbhai Patel

(b) The congress decided to
participate in the Second
Round Table Conference.

(c) The resolution on
Fundamental Rights was
passed

(d) The future economic policy
of the Congress was also
spelt out

86. Arrange the following events
chronologically:

1. Cripp’s Mission
2. Cabinet Mission
3. Quit India Movement

4. Individual Satyagraha
5. I.N.A Mutinis
Select the correct answer from
the codes given below:
Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:

(a) 1-4-2-3-5
(b) 4-1-3-5-2
(c) 4- 1-3-2-5
(d) 4-1-2-3-5

87. Which of the following is not
correct?

(a) The decision to launch
Individual Satyagraha
Movement was taken in
Ramgarh session of the
Congress

(b) The session presided by
MaulanaAbul Kalam Azad in
1940 launched the
Individual Satyagraha
Movement

(c) The first Satyagrahi of
Individual Satyagraha
Movement was C.
Rajagopalachari

(d) Srikrishna Sinha, the premier
of Bihar during Congress rule
participated in Individual
Satyagraha Movement

88. Which of the following was not
included in the Nehru Report?

(a) India must be given
Dominion Status.

(b) The Governor General must
be only the constitutional
head.

(c) There was to be no separate
electorate

(d) Dyarchy should be
introduced both at the.
centre as well as in the
provinces

89. In the elections held in January-
February 1937, Congress failed
to emerge as a party with
absolute majority in which of the
following province?

(a) Bengal (b) Madras
(c) United Provinces
(d) Central Provinces

90. Consider the following
statements:

1. Sisir Kumar Bose formed the
Indian Independence
League.

2. A women’s regiment of
Azad Hind Fauz was formed
under the command of
Kalpana Dutta.

Codes:Codes:Codes:Codes:Codes:
(a) Only 1 is correct
(b) Only 2 is correct
(c)  Both are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

91. Match the following List-I
(Festivals) with List-II (States)
and answer as per the code given
below:

List-I List-II
A. Baisakhi 1 . Tamil Nadu
B. Bhogali Bihu2 . Kerala
C. Onam 3 . Punjab
D. Pongal 4 . Assam

Code:
A B C D

(a) 2 4 1 3
(b) 3 1 2 4
(c) 1 3 2 4
(d) 3 4 2 1

92. The Vivekananda Rock
memorial is located at:

(a) Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu
(b) Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu
(c) Dakshineshwar, West

Bengal
(d) Ajmer, Rajasthan

93. Match the following List-I
(Personality) with List-II (Dance
form) and answer as per the
code given below:

List-I List-II
A. Yamini Krishnamurthy1 . Kuchipudi
B. Swapna Sundari 2 . Bharat

Natyam
C. Shambhu Maharaj 3 . Odissi
D. Protima Bedi 4 . Kathak

Code:
A B C D

(a) 2 1 4 3
(b) 3 1 2 4
(c) 1 2 3 4
(d) 4 2 1 3

94. Match the following List-I
(Personalities) with List-II
(Intruments) and answer as per
the code given below:

List-I List-II
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A. Ali Akbar Khan 1 . Sarod
B. Alla Rakha 2 . Tabla
C. Balamurali Krishna3 . Carnatic

Vocalist
D. Bismillah Khan 4 . Shehnai

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
A B C D

(a) 1 2 3 4
(b) 3 1 2 4
(c) 2 3 1 4
(d) 1 4 3 2

95. Which of the following
statements is/are correct?

1. In the Indian classical music,
Raga is the basis of rhythm
and Tala is the basis of
melody.

2. Ragas in the Carnatic music
fall into-three categories.

3. In Hindustani music, there
are ten main forms or styles
of singing and compositions.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) Only 3
(d) Only 2

96. Match the following List-I with
List-II and answer as per the
code given below:
List-I List-II

A. Kuchipudi 1 . Nagaland
B. Mohiniattam 2 . Haryana
C. Aaluyattu 3 . Kerala
D. Khoria 4 . Andhra

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
A B C D

(a) 3 4 1 2
(b) 4 3 1 2
(c) 4 3 2 1
(d) 3 4 2 1

97. Consider the following
statements:

1. The Modern Theatre in India
developed with the advent
of the british rule and a
change in the political set
up in India.

2. The Indian theatre can be
divided into three
distinctive types.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) Only 1 is correct
(b) Only 2 is correct
(c) Both are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 is correct

98. Consider the following
statements:

1. Painting as an art form has
flourished in India from
ancient times.

2. The Guptas period is often
described as the Golden
Age of Indian Arts.

3. The Pallavas also left behind
excellent examples of
paintings in temples.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) All the above

99. Which of the following
statements is/are correct
regarding Chola society?

1. Brahmins and the merchants
class were greatly
respected.

2. Those Brahmins who were
learned were given land
and villages as gifts and wire
referred to as brahmadeya.

3. The merchants during the
Chola period joined
together in a body called
the merchant-guild, such as
the manigramam.

4. A guild usually consists of
persons working in different
professions.

Code:Code:Code:Code:Code:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only
(d) All the above

100. Which of the following
statements correctly describes,
the difference between a
Chaitya and Stupa?

(a) Chaitya is a resting place,
while Stupa is a funeral
monument.

(b) Chaitya is a place of worship
while Stupa is an
architectural term for a
mound containing the relic
of Buddha and other
leading Buddhist saints.

(c) Chaityas were constructed
by monasteries while Stupas
were constructed by kings
and rich merchants.

(d) Chaityas represents
Mahayanism while Stupas
represent Himayanism.

ANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERS

1 (d) 2 (b) 3 (d) 4 (d)
5 (c) 6 (c) 7 (c) 8 (d)
9 (c) 10 (b) 11 (b) 12 (c)

13 (b) 14 (c) 15 (a) 16 (c)
17 (c) 18 (a) 19 (a) 20 (b)

21 (A) 22 (b) 23 (a) 24 (d)
25 (c) 26 (a) 27 (b) 28 (c)
29 (d) 30 (c) 31 (b) 32 (c)
33 (b) 34 (a) 35 (b) 36 (b)
37 (c) 38 (a) 39 (a) 40 (a)
41 (a) 42 (b) 43 (c) 44 (b)
45 (c) 46 (b) 47 (b) 48 (b)
49 (a) 50 (c) 51 (b) 52 (a)
53 (c) 54 (d) 55 (a) 56 (B)
57 (b) 58 (b) 59 (d) 60 (d)
61 (d) 62 (d) 63 (C) 64 (b)
65 (d) 66 (d) 67 (c) 68 (a)
69 (a) 70 (b) 71 (c) 72 (c)
73 (d) 74 (c) 75 (a) 76 (a)
77 (d) 78 (c) 79 (d) 80 (a)
81 (a) 82 (b) 83 (A) 84 (b)
85 (a) 86 (d) 87 (c) 88 (d)
89 (a) 90 (d) 91 (c) 92 (a)
93 (a) 94 (a) 95 (c) 96 (b)
97 (c) 98 (d) 99 (c) 100 (b)
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ESSAY AND PROMO
Result for the April 2014 open Essay Competition. IASEXAMPORTAL is proud to declare Ms. Mamta, as theResult for the April 2014 open Essay Competition. IASEXAMPORTAL is proud to declare Ms. Mamta, as theResult for the April 2014 open Essay Competition. IASEXAMPORTAL is proud to declare Ms. Mamta, as theResult for the April 2014 open Essay Competition. IASEXAMPORTAL is proud to declare Ms. Mamta, as theResult for the April 2014 open Essay Competition. IASEXAMPORTAL is proud to declare Ms. Mamta, as the

winner of the essay competition. The essay by Ms. Mamta is as under:winner of the essay competition. The essay by Ms. Mamta is as under:winner of the essay competition. The essay by Ms. Mamta is as under:winner of the essay competition. The essay by Ms. Mamta is as under:winner of the essay competition. The essay by Ms. Mamta is as under:

"ESSAY TOPIC: DEVELOPMENT VS. DISPLACEMENT DEBATE IN INDIA"ESSAY TOPIC: DEVELOPMENT VS. DISPLACEMENT DEBATE IN INDIA"ESSAY TOPIC: DEVELOPMENT VS. DISPLACEMENT DEBATE IN INDIA"ESSAY TOPIC: DEVELOPMENT VS. DISPLACEMENT DEBATE IN INDIA"ESSAY TOPIC: DEVELOPMENT VS. DISPLACEMENT DEBATE IN INDIA

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

There are no free lunchesThere are no free lunchesThere are no free lunchesThere are no free lunchesThere are no free lunches
Development Vs displacement, endless debates on this topic but can we really have development

without displacement? India after independence was all sucked out by the British raj in the field of
agriculture, trade, art, handicrafts, industries etc. The nation at that time, with the population of 350
million was all torn out. The aim of achieving the self sufficiency and self esteem was paramount at
that time. Today India has overtaken Japan to become third largest economy in the world for the year
2011 as per the recent report by World Bank. India is the global leader in Information Technology.
India is respected all over the world. Indian Diaspora has earned reputation abroad and is reaching
high positions abroad. India the largest democracy was the fastest growing economy before the
recent economic crisis, touching the growth trajectory of 9 percent. India is pioneering in space

sector. India’s successful launch of Mars Orbiter Mission adds jewel to its crown of its achievements in space sector. India a nuclear
power with a great military might today is considered to be strategic partner of many world powers. India’s stand in International
matters is significantly improving (Mr. Putin calling Mr. Singh on Crimea issue & many countries supporting India’s permanent seat in
United Nations Security Council). India is the youngest country going through the phase of demographic dividend. India aspires to be
the world power in 21st century. India has developed so much since independence but are this achievements an end in itself? Is every
citizen of our country bearer of fruits of our progress? Has every citizen gained from the development? Has every citizen become
better off in term of welfare? Had India been a market economy the question of the debate arising between development and
displacement wouldn’t have arisen but we are a welfare state. All our policies and actions are supposed to promote welfare of the
citizens.

Development Vs. DisplacementDevelopment Vs. DisplacementDevelopment Vs. DisplacementDevelopment Vs. DisplacementDevelopment Vs. Displacement
In India more than nineteen lakhs people are homeless. Large numbers of people migrate from one place to another. What are

the causes of people becoming homeless? What are the causes of people migrating from one place to another? The more our country
develops more and more people are displaced. Can’t we progress without displacing people? Even if some people are displaced due
to unavoidable reasons, can’t we assure them a good deal with some policy initiatives?

After independence in initial five year plans our main focus was on agricultural and industrial development. We still after so many
decades of independence depend on monsoon for irrigation. The problem was more severe than. To increase the agricultural
production to feed the ever increasing masses, we went for constructing dams. Dams although form backbone of economy by
providing water for irrigation, electricity for industrial as well as residential purpose are notorious for displacing a huge number of
people. Many villages are submerged when dams are created then people are left with no other option except to move on to other
places. Displacement not only displaces them, it displaces their future, their expectations, and their dreams. Displacement does not
only displace people but our culture, our heritage and our values. Can we expect a tree to grow the same way after we remove it from
one place and place it at other? India a country known for its rich diversity in culture, won’t lose its reputation if we keep on destroying
our culture for short term gains?

Vedanta issue in the recent past in Odisha is the best example to show how fast paced development affects cultural values of
people. Vedanta was lobbying for the project of extracting bauxite from Niyamgiri hills in Odisha. The place is inhabited by Dongria,
Kondh and Kutia tribes. They worship Niyam Raja and consider the mining as an encroachment in their religious life, further they
believe that the mining would make Niyam raja angry and their whole tribe will vanish due to the anger of Niyam raja. If we still blindly
running after development keep on encroaching their property won’t it affect them mentally? Right to property although is not a
fundamental right in our constitution, but it surely qualifies to be a human right. Should we dishonor their right for betterment of some
others?

The red terror the most dangerous threat to our internal security, has it come from outside the country? Have we imported the
red terror? No, it has emerged on our very own soil. When we keep on encroaching the culture, land and personal lives of our tribal
people, who are part of our rich culture and keep on displacing them without any proper and just rehabilitation plan will they keep
quiet? The Naxalites, the Maoists are not terrorists rather they are terrified. They are not predator rather they are prey. The continuous
torture in the name of development by development seekers on these people has made them vulnerable. And we know from our past
experience that vulnerable people can be influenced easily by mischievous elements.

Ms. MamtaMs. MamtaMs. MamtaMs. MamtaMs. Mamta
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In economics as well we talk about Pareto optimum. An outcome is said to be efficient if it increases welfare of some person
without decreasing welfare of other. Now if the development is done by displacing people, will that be efficient? No, then why we
should the benefit accrue to some person at the cost of other?

The Amartya sen and Bhagwati debate is more or less linked to the same problem. Both renowned economists one from Harvard
University and other from Columbia University differ on the role of different classes in development process and the conduit through
which the fruits of development reach them. While Sen believes that India should invest more in its social infrastructure to boost the
productivity of its people and thereby raise growth, Bhagwati argues that only a focus on growth can yield enough resources for
investing in social sector schemes. Investing in health and education to improve human capabilities is central to Sen’s scheme of
things. Without such investments, inequality will widen and the growth process itself will falter, Sen believes. Bhagwati argues that
growth may raise inequality initially but sustained growth will eventually raise enough resources for the state to redistribute and
mitigate the effects of the initial inequality. In Indian context where a minuscule fraction of people comes in rich class and a large mass
comes in lower middle class, can we think of growing without providing them required support. Can we keep on developing to make
India represented by few Ambanis and myriad people displaced to make those Ambanis? If we keep on avoiding the lower class to
blindly reach the high growth trajectory, what the upshot is going to look like? We are a welfare state; can we keep at stake the welfare
of people to become superpower? Can we keep on frustrating marginalized class to reach our development agenda? The continuous
frustration among them may culminate in a civil war kind of situation. And do we need to actually see a civil war inside our country to
see the impacts of it? Sri Lanka, Egypt, Syria, Thailand aren’t these examples enough to make us think about the way where we are
heading?

It is argued that development displaces people. Aren’t there enough examples within our country to bolster the fact that lack of
development also causes internal displacement? People from north-eastern states and some eastern states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
as well migrate to relatively developed cities for want of better education and employment opportunity. This displacement is not result
of fast paced development rather it is a result of lack of development at those places.

Displacement if occurs for better education and employment opportunities is justified apparently, but the incidence of unjust
behavior meted out to them by the fellow citizens affects national harmony and fraternity. The recent attack in Delhi on north-eastern
students and attack on Bihar natives by Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, a political outfit laments the impact of internal displacement on
the displaced people, our national fraternity and our social structure. Further this type of displacement imbalances the demography of
the home and host states to displacement.

WWWWWhat is the way ahead now?hat is the way ahead now?hat is the way ahead now?hat is the way ahead now?hat is the way ahead now?
Displacement whether because of development or lack of development creates trauma on the evictees and excludes them from

continuing social and economic network. Construction of dams, extension of transportation corridors, improvement of urban infrastructure
etc. are some of the areas, which dislodge large number of people. But without development of infrastructure we can’t move on
growth path so the dilemma is that we have to develop and the development necessarily will cause displacement. If development
suffers on account of consideration of displacement problem then also poor growth will impact our national stand in international
community and make us vulnerable to external pressure. This lack of development will not only affect us as a nation but its brunt will
be on citizens. Lack of development creates social unrest as well and social unrest is home to many problems. Now what should be
our right course of action? The way forward is to put attention to the rehabilitation plans for the displaced people. We if for some
important reason want to shift a plant from one place to another; we can’t just throw it and let it dry for want of attention. We have to
put it at another and water it till it becomes strong enough to grow itself. The same strategy should be designed for these people. We
should have a well prepared rehabilitation plan for them and we should effectively execute it to get better results.

First of all to tackle the displacement happening due to lack of development we need to make sure that all the regions in our
country whether rural or urban, all the states of our country whether eastern or western, northern or southern should grow equally.
Every citizen no matter in which part of country he resides, whether a metropolitan city or a far remote area should have access to
better social infrastructure. He should have access to participation in developmental activities. Similarly fruits of development should
also reach him. Now this requires a lot of effort on State’s part. We are a democracy, the largest in this world. We send our politicians
to parliament to represent us, our problems, our culture and our welfare needs. We give them power to make us powerful. It is now
responsibility of our government to ensure that, the strength of democracy that is its people do not suffer due to any reason. It is a fact
that we need more and more dams to be independent in matter of irrigation and it is also a green source of power generation. We need
better roads and highways to connect trade and commerce to each part of the country. We also need to have access to mines to explore
the metal potential of our country. But it is also a fact that we are a welfare state, it is also a fact that government has moral as well as
legal duty to take care of each faction of the society. It is also a fact that the people who are displaced are our very own brothers. It is
now government’s duty to devise and implement better rehabilitation plans for the displaced people. We should respect their right to
a dignified life. We could do that by providing them with the good residential facilities elsewhere in the same kind of locality, ensuring
a better employment option for them, keeping their culture alive by moral support to them. As far as beliefs of tribal people are
concerned, we should respect their beliefs as India is country of different beliefs owned by different sections of society. We can’t take
away identity of our country in the name of development. A good rehabilitation plan is answer to all questions. It should be clear by the
fact that whenever state announces good rehabilitation plans, we see a lot of surrenders by Naxalites and Maoists.

Ms. MamtaMs. MamtaMs. MamtaMs. MamtaMs. Mamta
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Q1. I want to prepare for IPS
examination, but my height is too
short, and I might not be able to
qualify the eligibility criterion.
What should I do? I really want to
become an IPS officer. Mohit,
Shimla

A. Dear Mohit, do not feel
demotivated. If, due to some
reasons, you are not eligible for
the IPS, you may still take the civil
services examination, and pursue
other administrative services. All
the services of the civil services
exam are highly reputed, and give
you a good name. We recommend
that you should keep preparing for
the exam and pursue other
services offered by the UPSC.

Q2. Sir, I am an aspirant from
Bengal. I want to become an IAS
officer. But the problem is that this
will be my first attempt at the civil
services examination. But due to
the relaxation in the age and
number of attempts, the
competition has increased many
folds. Due to this, I feel afraid that
I would not be able to compete
in the examination, and would
waste my precious attempt. What
should I do? Should I take the
attempt or should I wait for
another year?

Dipesh Banerjee,Dipesh Banerjee,Dipesh Banerjee,Dipesh Banerjee,Dipesh Banerjee,
Kolkatta .Kolkatta .Kolkatta .Kolkatta .Kolkatta .

A. Dear Dipesh, you should
have faith in yourself. Keep
preparing for the exam with full
dedication and work hard. Do not
think that the competition would
adversaly affect you. Due to the
changed syllabus, it does not
matter whether you are taking the

exam for the first time or fifth time.
What matters is your practice and
hard work. Thus, we recommend
you to take the exam if you have
completed the syllabus properly.
You should do your best and leave
everything else aside.

Q3. Sir, I have studied most
of the topics for the Prelims but I
am unable to finish the paper in
two hours. That is why I lose
marks in the exam. Though I know
about 75-80% of the paper in
General Studies, and 90-95% of
paper in CSAT, I am unable to
fetch marks as I have no time left
to attempt all questions. What
should I do. Please help.

Shanmugam, Kerela.Shanmugam, Kerela.Shanmugam, Kerela.Shanmugam, Kerela.Shanmugam, Kerela.
A. Dear Shanmugam, you

should attempt the paper in such
a way that gives you highest
possible marks. Do not try to
attempt all the questions, if it is
taking a lot of time. You should
devote much time on questions
that are tricky and difficult. Rather,
attempt the questions that are easy
and simple. You only need about
60-65% in order to qualify for the
civil services exam. Trying to
attempt all the questions could
prove to be fatal. Thus, try to
secure the minimal required marks
and qualify the prelims.

Q4. Is competing under
general category be better than
OBC Non creamy? Will there any
consideration be given for OBC
candidates while making the final
rank list rather than providing
relaxation in age and number of
attempts only?

Rahul Ashok, via emailRahul Ashok, via emailRahul Ashok, via emailRahul Ashok, via emailRahul Ashok, via email

A. Dear Candidate
It does not matter whether

you take the exam in general list
or OBC list. the final merit list is
prepared for the different
categories on the basis of the
marks. Though the merit list for
OBC non-creamy layer category
has a lower score in merit list, but
the competition level is great. you
should take the exam in the
relevant category of your choice.
However, if you fill the form with
general category, you will not be
given any relaxation in marks or
eligibility criteria.

UPSCPORTAL StudentUPSCPORTAL StudentUPSCPORTAL StudentUPSCPORTAL StudentUPSCPORTAL Student
Queries SectionQueries SectionQueries SectionQueries SectionQueries Section

We encourage the civil
services aspirants to share and ask
their queries, confusions and
problems regarding the civil
services examination. Your
questions would be discussed by
our Expert panel, and will be
answered adequately. Your
problems will be answered to you
via mail. Also, a selected queries
would be put in the CIVIL
SERVICES MENTOR Magazine
every month.

Thus, we invite the IAS
aspirants to ask their queries and
problems to our Expert team.
UPSCPORTAL is glad to help the
budding aspirants in their quest of
CIVIL SERVICES.

You may send your queries
and questions at:

h t tp : / /upscpor ta l . com/h t tp : / /upscpor ta l . com/h t tp : / /upscpor ta l . com/h t tp : / /upscpor ta l . com/h t tp : / /upscpor ta l . com/
civilservices/contactcivilservices/contactcivilservices/contactcivilservices/contactcivilservices/contact

STUDENT QUERIES

ASK YOUR QUERIES TO EXPERTS
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