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UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT BEYOND 2014

The Background

Development is the expansion
of the human opportunities and
freedom. This is an understanding
inherent in the commitment by all the
UN member states. It represents the
shared aspirations of governments
and citizen to ensure that- all person
are free from want and fear, and are
provided with the basic
opportunities and the social
arrangements to develop their
unique capabilities; and, participate
fully in society.

In order to achieve these goals,
the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD)
was held in Cairo, Egypt, in 1994, with
some 20000 delegates from various
countries, UN agencies, NGOs and
the Media organizations.

The Conference discussed and
showed a remarkable consensus on
the issues of socio-political-economic
equality, including a comprehensive
definition of sexual and reproductive
health and rights of the Women and
children. Other issues discussed in

the conference were- population
growth, sustainable economic
growth and sustainable
development.

The Realization of Human
Rights and Development

The vision of development,
human rights and a world order based
on peace and security remains at the
foundation of the UN, since its
inception in 1945.

Article 1(3) of the UN Charter
states the main purpose of the UN-
‘to achieve international cooperation
in promoting and encouraging
respect for human rights and for
fundamental freedom of all, without
any distinction on the basis of race,
seX, language or religion’.

The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (1948); The
convention on the elimination of all
forms of discrimination against
Women (1979) and the convention
on all Rights of the Child (1989), lay
out an extensive list of civil, political
and socio-economic-cultural rights
that member states are obliged to
respect, protect and fulfill.

[ http://upscportal.com

More recently, a regional human
rights protection system has emerged
to complement the international
efforts. Such regional systems provide
human rights protection in the
context of particular regions.

After the World Conference on
Human Rights (1993), which affirmed
that- all human rights are universal,
indivisible and interdependent and
inter-related, and claimed that- ‘the
rights of the women are human rights,
and the human rights are women’s
rights’.

The ICPD brought together the
issue of development and human
rights, in a compelling and
operational manner.

International Conference on
Population and Development
(1994), Cairo

The Programme of Action of the
ICPD affirmed that the right to
development is universal and
inalienable. It was seen as an integral
part of the fundamental human rights.
The ICPD viewed the Human person
as the centre of the development.

In affirming the centrality of
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United Nations International Conference on Population and Development Beyond 2014

human rights, with regard to
population, the discussion was held
on a variety of population issues,
including- immigration, infant
mortality, birth control, family
planning and education of women,
and protection of women from
abortion services.

According to the official ICPD
release, the conference delegates
achieved consensus on the following
four qualititive and quantitative goals:

1. Universal Education-
Universal Primary Education in
all countries by 2015. It also
emphasized on urging the
countries to provide a wider
access to women for
secondary and higher
education, as well as vocational
and technical education.

2. Reduction of Infant and
Child Mortality- Countries
should strive to reduce infant
and under-5 child mortality
rates by one-third, or to 50-70
deaths per 1000 by the year
2000. By 2015, all countries
should aim to achieve a rate,
below 35 per 1000 live births,
and an under-5 morality rate of
<45 per 1000 live births.

3. Reduction in Maternal Mor-
tality- A reduction by One-
half of the 1990 level, by year
2000; and further reduction of
one-half by 2015. Disparity in
the maternal mortality rate
within the nations, and be-
tween different geographical
regions, socio-economic and
ethnic groups should be nar-

rowed.
4. Access to Reproductive
and Sexual Health

Services- including famnily
planning, family counseling,
pre-natal care, safe delivery
and post-natal care. It also
includes the prevention and
appropriate treatment of
infertility, prevention and
management of abortions,

treatment of reproductive tract
infections, sexually transmitted
diseases and other
reproductive health
conditions, sex education,
services to tackle the
occurrences of HIV/AIDS,
breast cancer, TB etc. The
report also advocated an active
discouragement of the female
genital mutilation (FGM).

Achievements:Post-ICPD
(1994-2013)

¢ The 1995, Fourth World
Conference on Women, in
Beijing, marked an important
milestone for women’s
empowerment, gender
equality and human rights.

¢ The elimination of violence
against women has also
received substantial attention
from regional commitments.
The African, Inter-American
and European Human Rights
organizations have been
developing instruments that
address violence against
women.

¢ The Programme of Action
urged the member states to
ratify the International
Convention on the Protection
of Rights of all Migrant Workers
and Their Families (1990). The
convention came into force in
2003.

¢ Advances have also been
made in the sphere of
extending human rights to
issues of dignity and non-
discrimination. The Programme
of Action affirmed the rights of
the Persons with Disabilities. In
2006, the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities was
acknowledged. Similarly, in
2007, the Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous People
was adopted by the General
Assembly.
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¢ In 1997, the international
guidelines on HIV/AIDS and
Human rights gave a framework
for promoting the rights of
persons living with HIV/AIDS.

Unequal Progress:
Some Challenges

Research suggests that a
significant positive correlation
between female education and
healthier family, and a stronger GDP
growth. The entry of women in the
export manufacturing sector of
Eastern and Southern Asia has, among
the other factors, been a key factor
of economic growth. This has largely
led to a shift of the concentration of
global exports from west to east.
However, still there is a long way to
go in the field of gender equality.

Gender discrimination and
sexual violence is still a common
problem of these countries.
Discrimination is also faced by the
disabled community, indigenous
people, racial and ethnic minorities,
and people of diverse sexual
orientation.

While the advances in the field
of maternal and child health and
family planning in the past two
decades have been considerable, yet
many women die due to neglect and
poor availability of medical facilities.

The International Conference
on Population and
Development Beyond 2014.

A General Assembly resolution
on the review of the implementation
of the programme of action of the
ICPD and its follow-up beyond 2014
undiscovered the need for a
systematic, integrative and
comprehensive approach to
population and development issues.
The approach should be one that
would respond to new challenges
relevant to population and
development and to the changing
development environment, as well as
reinforce the integration of the
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United Nations International Conference on Population and Development Beyond 2014

population of development agenda.

The finding and conclusion of
the operational review, in the context
of the resolution, suggest a new
framework for population and
development beyond 2014, based on
5 thematic pillars-

1. The Primary attention of
Dignity and Human Rights is
motivated by the assertion that
completing the unfinished agenda of
the ICPD will require a focused and
shared commitment to human rights,
to discrimination and to expanding
opportunities for the persons. Any
development agenda that aims at
individual and collective well-being
and sustainability has to guarantee
dignity and human rights to all
persons.

Principle 1 of the Programme of
Action affirmed that all human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and
rights, and are entitled to the human
rights and freedoms set forth within
the Universal Declaration of Human
rights, without the distinction of any
kind. This is similarly affirmed in
international treaties, regional human
rights instruments and national
constitutions and laws.

Every individual has the right to
highest attainable standards of health.
The Report admits the significance
of having a good health in the
enjoyment of dignity and human
rights, and the importance of human
health in contributing to economic
and human development.

A number of communicable,
maternal, nutritional and neo-natal
disorders, many of which are
preventable, have persisted in the
developing countries, particularly in

the Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern
Asia. The achievement of universal
access to sexual and reproductive
health and rights will depend on a
holistic strengthening of the health
system.

2. Place and Mobility
encompasses the social and spatial
environment, that we live in. the
importance of these factors as a
thematic pillar is in bringing the large-
scale trends and dynamics of issues
of population, household formation
and composition; internal mobility
and urbanization; international
migration and land and
displacement. This pillar discusses
the changing social and spatial
distribution of the human population
since 1994, and puts progressive
approaches to integrating these
changes into public policies, so that
they can support human needs for
both safe and secure place.

3. Governance and
Accountability is the primary
means of achieving these goals. The
world has seen important shifts in the
diffusion of authority and leadership,
since 1994, with a growing
multiplicity of national, municipal,
civil society, private sector and other
non-state actors. The ICPD created a
momentum at the national level for
the creation and renewal of
institutions, to address population
dynamics, sustainable development,
sexual and reproductive health and
concerns of equality.

The last 20 years have witnessed
a measurable increase in the formal
participation of the intended
beneficiaries in the planning and
evaluation of population and
development. As the world
community re-appraises its goals for
the future, progress in participation
has become the core concern, along
with the generation and use of
knowledge, adequate resources.

4. Finally, Sustainability

means a reaffirmed faith in the
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intrinsic linkage between the goals
elaborated in the other pillars. It
mentions that the issue of
discrimination and inequality must be
prioritized both- in pre-2014 and
post-2014 agenda, for a general well-
being of the people as well as the
planet. The current model of
development for improved living
standards has been based on
disparity and imbalance. It is also

highly exploitative of the
environment.
Environmental impacts,

including climate change, affects the
lives of the people. However, the
magnitude of impact is much greater
for the poorer and marginalized
regions. Also, the main responsibility
of the contemporary environmental
degradation falls on the developed
countries.

The poor and developing
countries contribute the least to the
environmental degradation.
However, they become the prime
victims of increasing diverse
population dynamics, and the
environmental adversities.

Conclusion

The significance of the ICPD
lies in bringing a paradigmatic change
in the model of development of the
contemporary world. It brings the
human and environment centric
model, replacing the erstwhile
exploitative model of development.

The ICPD 2014 gives the idea
of equitably expanding the human
rights and capabilities, especially for
young people. This idea is shared by
all the member states. Most of the
governments have prepared reports
and committees to address these
concerns. The main area of focus, in
this regard, are- reducing poverty;
raising the status of women;
expanding education; eradicating
discrimination; improving sexual and
reproductive health and well being;
and, embracing sustainability.
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Progress achieved, so far, is,
nonetheless, uneven, and the
presence of inequalities is very
evident.

The Millenium Development
Goals (MDGs) have been the unifying
global framework for the
development, since atleast 15 years.
As the UN considers the post-2015
development agenda, the goal and
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principles of the ICPD Programme of
Action provide important elements
to fulfill the issues of human rights,
capabilities and sustainable
development.

ICPD 2014 tries to maintain the
balance between the Population
health and rights concerns, and the
issues of human development. It
marks a breakthrough in the
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international deliberations on issues
of human rights and development.
The ICPD keeps the centrality of the
Human Dignity and Rights, and tries
to frame a sustainable approach
towards development. this is very
crucial for the contemporary society
as it directly addresses the concerns
of the marginalized and weaker
sections.

Sagar Gupta
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TWO MORE ATTEMPTS AT CIVIL SERVICES EXAMINATION

The Department of Personnel
and Training, under the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions, have released a notification
providing a relaxation in the number
of attempts and maximum age-limit
for the civil services examination.

Background

The Union Public Services
Commission has introduced a series
of changes in the Civil Services
Examination in the recent years.
Starting from the introduction of the
CSAT paper in place of the Optional
paper in the Prelims exam, the UPSC
further made a major transformation
in the Civil Services Mains
Examination in 2013. However, the
decision witnessed a major uproar
among the aspirants, who did not
welcome the changes.

Thus, the announcement of the
civil services examination witnessed
asimultaneous series of protests from
the various sections of IAS aspirants.
The main concerns of the aspirants,
for which the protests were made
were-

¢ The complete overhaul of the
Mains examination came
without any relaxation in the
attempt and maximum age-
limit criteria, to provide the
candidates an appropriate time
to adjust to the new syllabus.
Since the New syllabus was

announced late, by the UPSC,
there was little time available
for the candidates to prepare
for the Exam. Thus, the
candidates demanded
additional attempts and age
relaxations.

¢ The demands were supported
by the earlier examples when
the changes in the UPSC Mains
and Prelims were matched
with an additional number of
attempts for the candidates.

¢ some sections of the student
community also objected to
the introduction of the English
paper as a compulsory subject.
It was alleged that it was done

with an intention of sidelining
the student belonging to non-
english medium. However, later
UPSC, through its notification,
amended its decision and
made the English paper
qualifying in nature.

The Latest Notification:
A detailed Analysis

Inits latest notification, released
recently, the Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT) has
taken a major decision, announcing
additional attempts and age
relaxations for the candidates of
various communities.

The relaxations given are as follows:

Categories
Existing | Unreserved | SC/ST 0BC P. H.
No. of 04 Unlimited 0 07 for GeneralOBC

attempts Unlimited for SC/ST
Existing Wyears | ISyears | 33 years 40 years
maximum age-
limits
Consequential 06 Unlimited 09 09 for General OBC
Ne. of (4+2) (142) Unlimited for SC/ST
attempts.
Consequential | 32years | 37years | 35years | 12 additional years in each
maximum age- | (30+2) (35+2) (33+2) category (30+12 for
limits General, 35+12 for SC/ST

& 33+12 years for OBC) |
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Additional Attempts for
Various Categories

1. Unreserved/General Category-
While the earlier limit of
attempts by the candidates of
the unreserved category was 4,
the latest notification by the
UPSC has increased the same
to 6. Thus, the candidates
would be entitled to have 2
additional attempts. This also
comes with a consequential
maximum age-limit relaxation of
two years, thus making the
maximum age limit 32
years.

2. SC/ST Category- The earlier
age-limitation for the
candidates belonging to the
SC/ST category was 35
years. There was no specified
restriction on the number of
attempts available to this
category. Thus, the candidates,
hailing from the SC/ST category
are able to take the civil
services examination till they
attain the maximum age-limit.
The latest notification has
increased the age-limit for the
SC/ST category by 2 years,
making it 37 years, with a
consequential increase of 2
attempts.

3. OBC Category- While the
maximum age-limit for the
candidates coming from the
OBC section was 33 years,
and the number of attempts
being 7; the latest notification
of the UPSC has increased the
number of attempts and
maximum-age by 2
respectively. Thus the new
attempt limit is 9, with
maximum age being 35 years.

4. Physically Handicapped (P.H.)
Category- previous age-
limit for the candidates
belonging to the PH category
was 40 years, with 7 attempts
for General and OBC Category

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

PH candidates, and unlimited
attempts for the SC/ST + PH

candidates. However, the
latest notification has increased
the number of attempts to 9 for
the General/OBC PH
candidates. The age-limit has
been increased by 12
additional years to each
category, that is, for General PH
candidates= 30+12 (42); for
SC/ST PH candidates= 35+12
(47); and for OBC PH
candidates= 33+12 (45).

Rules on Age qualification for
the Civil Services Examination

The rules of the UPSC regard-
ing the age calculation of a candidate
for civil services exam are that- a can-
didate must have attained the age of
21 years and must not have attained
the maximum age-limit, as on
August 1.

The date of birth accepted by
the Commission is that entered in the
Matriculation or Secondary School
Leaving Certificate, or in a certificate
recognized by an Indian University
as equivalent to Matriculation or in an
extract from a Register of Matriculates
maintained by a University, which
must be certified by the proper au-
thority of the university or in the
Higher Secondary or an equivalent
examination certificate. These certifi-
cates are required to be submitted at
the time of applying for the Civil Ser-
vices (Main) Examination. No other
document relating to age like horo-
scope, affidavits, birth extracts from
Municipal Corporation, service
records and the like are accepted.

Thus, the calculation of the age
qualification for appearing in the civil
services is done from August 1* of
the that year, and not from January
1. The age qualification is calculated
according to the category of the can-
didate. Apart from the criterion for
Unreserved, OBC, SC, ST and PH can-
didates, there is also an age relaxation
for the candidates:

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

¢ relaxation of upto a maximum
of 5 years, is a candidate had
ordinarily been domiciled in
the state of Jammu and Kash-
mir, during the period from
January 1, 1980 to December
31, 1989.

+ relaxation of upto a maximum
of three years in case of De-
fence Services personnel dis-
abled in operations during hos-
tilities with any foreign country
or in a disturbed area and re-
leased as a consequence
thereof.

# Relaxation of a maximum of five
years in the case of ex-service-
men including Commission Of-
ficers and ECOs/SSCOs who
have rendered at least five
years military service, and have
been released- on completion
of assignment or otherwise than
by way of dismissal or dis-
charge on account of miscon-
duct or inefficiency, or on ac-
count of physical disability at-
tributable to military service, or
on invalidment.

¢ Relaxation of upto a maximum
of five years in the case of
ECOs/SSCOs who have com-
pleted an initial perid of assign-
ment of five years military ser-
vice and whose assignment has
been extended beyond five
years and in whose case the
ministry of defence issues a
certificate that they can apply
for civil employment and that
they  will be released on
three months notice on selec-
tion from the date of receipt of
offer of appointment.

Educational Qualification

The Educational Qualification
for sitting for the Civil Services
Examination is that- the candidate
must hold a degree of any of
Universities incorporated by an Act
of the Central or State Legislature in
India or other educational institutions
established by an Act of Parliament
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Two More Attempts at Civil Services Examination

or declared to be deemed as a
University under Section-3 of the
University Grants Commission Act,
1956, or possess an equivalent
qualification.

Candidates possessing
professional and technical
qualifications which are recognized
by Government as equivalent to
professional and technical degree
would also be eligible for admission
to the examination.

Further, candidates who have
passed the final professional MBBS
or any other Medical Examination but
have not completed their internship
by the time of submission of their
application for the Civil Services
(Main) Examination, will be
provisionally admitted to the
Examination provided they submit
along with their application, a copy
of certificate from the concerned
authority of the University/Institution
that they had passed the requisite

final professional medical
examination. In such case, the
candidate would be required to
produce at the time of their interview,
original degree or a certificate from
the concerned competent authority
of the University/Institution that they
had completed all requirements for
the award of the Degree.

What Counts as an Attempt?

It should be noted that, what
counts as an attempt is when the
candidate takes atleast one of the
papers of the Prelims examination.
However, successfully submitting
the form, but not sitting for the
exam, does not count as an
attempt.

Conclusion: An Analysis

The notification of the DoPt has
given hope and jubiliation to the
student community. However, any
concrete decision would be made
only after the UPSC clarifies its stand

[ http://upscportal.com

and decision. Thus, the civil services
aspirants should wait for further
notifications from the UPSC regarding
the changes in this context.

Nevertheless, the decision to
provide age and attempt relaxation
is expected to increase the
competition for the civil services
examination. The change in eligibility
criterion have definitely given a
respite to those candidates who were
unable to adjust to the new pattern
of the Civil Services Examination.

It is now expected that the
whole section of the senior players
for the civil services examination
would enter the game again. Thus,
the candidates should buckle up and
prepare for the upcoming exams
accordingly. The notification for the
civil services examination 2014 is
expected to come in May 2014, and
preliminary examination has been
scheduled for late August 2014.

Nikhil Gupta
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HIV SALVAGE THERAPY

The Menace of HIV

Human Immunodeficiency Vi-
rus (HIV) which causes the condition
of Acquired Immunodeficiency Syn-
drome (AIDS) has been a global
menace for quite some time now. The
main challenge faced by the scien-
tists in checking the spread and
threats, posed by this disease, is that
the virus could not be successfully
checked from spreading itself. No
course of medicine has been able to
restrict and counteract the growth of
the virus. That is why, there has been
much global concern regarding the
HIV/AIDS.

The life Cycle of HIV can be as
shortas about 1.5 days from viral entry
into a cell, through replication,
assembly, and release of additional
viruses, to infection of other cells. HIV
lacks proofreading enzymes to
correct errors made when it converts
its RNA into DNA via reverse
transcription. Its short life-cycle and
high error rate causes the virus to
mutate very rapidly, resulting in a high
genetic variability of HIV. As the virus
mutates, many of the cells develop
an ability to resist the human immune

system and anti-viral drugs. This makes
the development of the antivirus for
HIV difficult.

The American National Institute
of Health (ANIH) and other
organizations recommend offering
ARV treatment to all patients with
AIDS. However, because of the
complexity of selecting and following
a regimen, the severity of the side-
effects, and the importance of
compliance to prevent viral
resistance, such organizations
emphasize the importance of
involving patients in therapy choices
and recommend analyzing the risks
and the potential benefits to patients
with low viral loads.

History of HIV/AIDS
Treatment

ARV treatment guidelines have
changed over the years. Before 1987,
there were no ARV drugs available,
and the treatment consisted of
treating complications from the
immunodeficiency, while taking no
steps to restrict the growth of the viral
strains.

After ARV was introduced, most

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

medical practitioners agreed to treat
those with a very low CD4 count. CD4
isa component of the human immune
system, that is found in the White
blood cells, which help in fighting
with diseases. HIV causes a rapid fall
in the number of CD4 cells of the
blood.

In 1995, David Ho promoted a
‘Hit Hard, Hit Early’ Approach, that
had risk of increasing the side effects
and developing a multidrug
resistance. However, this approach
was soon abandoned, as it had many
side-effects and was too costly.

There were also a series of
debates about when and how to
initiate the therapy process. While
earlier the treatment was more
focused on the symptomatic
conditions associated with HIV, the
more recent developments have
shifted their focus on the
asymptomatic stage of HIV.
Asymptomatic stage refers to the
period when there are no external
signs of the HIV/AIDS.

In recent times, the scientists
have come to a consensus that the
ARV therapy should never be
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stopped. This is because the
selection pressure of incomplete
suppression of viral replication in the
presence of drug therapy causes the
more drug sensitive strains to be
selectively inhibited. This allows the
drug resistant strains to become
dominant, which, in turn, makes it
harder to treat the infected individual
as well as anyone else they infect.

The Anti-RetroViral Therapy
(ARV)

Till now, the management of
HIV/AIDS included the use of
multiple antiretroviral (ARV) drugs,
that checks the growth of the virus.
ARV combination therapy defends
against resistance by suppressing HIV
replication as much as possible. The
combinations of ARV create multiple
obstacles to HIV replication to keep
the number of offspring low and
reduce the possibility of a superior
mutation.

Since the Virus develops a
resistance to the drugs, there are
several classes of antiretroviral agents
that are used in combinations, during
the different stages of the HIV life-
cycle. ARVs are given to slow down
the HIV reproduction, which helps
to increase the quality of life and
survival. No individual ARV drug has
been effective in suppressing the HIV
infection for long. Thus, these drugs
are necessarily taken in combination.

A common combination of ARV
includes-

1. 2 NRTIs (Nucleotide Reverse
Transcritase Inhibitors) + 1 PI
(Protease Inhibitors); or,

2.2 NRTIs + 1T NNRTI (Non-
Nucleoside Reverse
Transcriptase Inhibitor).

These three drug combinations
are commonly known as a Triple
Cocktail. Further, these combinations
of ARV drugs are subject to certain
positive and negative synergies,
which limit the number of useful
combination.
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The use of multiple drugs that
act on different viral targets is known
as Highy Active Antiretrovial Therapy
(HAART). HAART process decreases
the patient’s total burden of HIV, and
maintains the function of the immune
system, thus preventing the
opportunistic infections, that might
lead to the patient’s death.

The side-effects related to ARV,
if used improperly, are- the virus
becomes resistant to the drug line
more rapidly; improper serial use of
the reverse transcriptase inhibitors-
zidovudine, didanosine, zalcitabine,
stavudine and lamivudine can lead
to the development of multi-drug
resistant mutations.

Some of the mutation-kinds, that
the HIV can develop, are- V75, F77L,
K103N, F116Y, Q151M and M184V
mutations.

The Salvage Therapy

Salvage Therapy, also known as
Third Line Therapy or Rescue
Therapy, is a term describing
treatment regimes for people who
have few or limited anti-HIV drug
options. This includes people who
have failed at least two previous anti-
HIV drug regimens and/or people
with evidence of HIV resistance to at
least one drug in each of three major
classes. Thus, this therapy has been
developed as a response to the
needs of the people who have
developed a resistance for the ARV
treatment.

Deep Salvage or True Salvage
therapy is when a person has literally
no viable treatment options. It is un-
dertaken when a regimen is deemed
to be not working.

Since the Salvage therapy has
been developed in recent years, there
is no defined meaning for it in the
HIV medicine. It is currently used to
refer to a condition where the
individual’s bodly is resisting the ARV
treatment. Such condition of the
patient is referred to as Multi-Drug
Resistant (MDR).
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HIV Salvage Therapy

Salvage therapy has come up as
a hope for the HIV+ patients, who
are not getting any relief from the
mainstream ARV combination
medicine.

Indian Initiatives to Tackle
with HIV/AIDS

India has a sizable population
of People living with HIV, with
approximately 2.39 Million people
living with HIV/AIDS. Thus, the
Government has made several steps
to tackle with the situation. India
rolled out free Anti Retroviral Therapy
(ART) in 2008, with 7.5 Lakh people
availing of it in 2014. of these, around
7500 HIV+ people were moved to
the second line regimen after
developing resistance.

National AIDS Control Organi-
zation (NACO) has been entrusted
with the task of checking the spread
of HIV, and creating an awareness
regarding HIV/AIDS. In the back-
ground of the pressing need to de-
velop the third line of treatment, due
to the resistant shown by the people
living with HIV/AIDS, the Govern-
ment has planned to launch the Third
Line of Treatment in India, to check
the spread of HIV.

NACO, apart from introducing
third line treatment, also plans to
double the existing second line treat-
ment. However, the challenge before
the government is the high cost of
the third line treatment, which costs
about Rs 15000 per person per
month; in contrast to the first line and
second line costs which amount
lesser. Indian Government has
launched the Third-line Therapy for
people living with HIV/AIDS and ex-
tended free ART to more people, by
revising the eligibility norms. The
programme was launched at the
launch of National AIDS Control
Programme Phase [V (2012-2017), by
Union Health Minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad, with an aim to enhance the lon-
gevity and improve the quality of life
of patients.
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According to the Indian
Standards, in order to receive free
ART, the minimum CD4 count had
been reduced from 500 to 350.

The Government tabled the
Human Immunodeficiency Virus
Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (Prevention and Control)
Bill, 2014, in the Rajya Sabha. It seek
to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS
and protect the Human Rights of
people living with HIV/AIDS. The bill
seek to prohibit any kind of
discrimination against the infected
person, like- denial or termination of
employment or occupation; unfair
treatment; denial of access to any
sector and forcible HIV testing.

Norms for HIV Treatment in
USA: A Comparison

The treatment guidelines
specifically for the US are set by the
US Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS). The current
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guidelines for adults and adolescents
were started on December 1, 2009.
¢ ART should be initiated in all
patients with a history of an
AIDS defining illness or with a
CD4 count of Less than 350
cells/mm3.

¢ ART should also be initiated,
regardless of CD4 count, in
patients with the conditions
like- pregnancy, HIV-
associated nephropathy, and
Hepatitis-B virus.

+ Patients initiating ART should
be willing and able to commit
to lifelong treatment and
should understand the benefits
and risks of therapy and the
importance of adherence.
Thus, we notice that the

guidelines in US take no chance in
treating the HIV. Unlike India,
treatment is given even to those with
suspected cases.

| http://Awww.civilservicesmentor.com

Conclusion

The Salvage therapy for treating
HIV/AIDS has been developed as a
means to check the worsening form
of HIV, in the human body. Since the
nature of HIV is such that it mutates
to develop a resistance to the immune
system and the medications, it is
pertinent that a mechanism be
developed that counters the growth
and spread of HIV.

However, the salvage therapy
also fails to provide a lasting solution.
It has not been able to terminate the
HIV from the human body. The value
of salvage therapy is to be realized in
the context of the more imminent
task of saving the precious human life.

The true treatment of HIV looks
a distant dreams, as of now. It can
only be expected that the
developments in the field of HIV
medication would lead to more
concrete and fruitful results in the
future.

Nikhil Gupta
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“There is only one thing
that makes a dream impossible
to achieve: the fear of failure.”

-Paulo Coelho

When I think about my nation,
India, | feel the gush of various
emotions pacing up and down my
mind and heart. Some leave me with
a big smile and some leave me
speechless and hurt at the same time.
The relationship that we share with
our country is the same that we share
with our mothers. We are blessed with
a country so diverse; which in itself
has wrapped us in her arms and
nurtures us in the most beautiful way,
right from the time we are born. India
has given us so much selflessly- only
to stand by its expectations and echo
its glory in the world.

While some of us are fortunate
enough to have experienced the love
and care of our motherland, it is
equally true that some aren’t. Looking
at the conditions prevailing in our
country today we can think of many
solutions and yes, we have seen some
people putting genuine efforts to
improve the conditions. But, the big
picture, the big question is with such
a large population, problems of
illiteracy, poverty, etc. is there any
hope for a remarkable improvement?
In the race of becoming ‘successful’,
‘updated’ and ‘modern’ do we really
bother about the unfortunate lot of
the country? Even if we do, what do
we do to help them?

These questions seem really
easy to answer when framed and
read, but once you think about it, it
seems more like a vicious circle of
questions representing the plight of
the poor and illiterate people. The
people we look up to for defending
our honour, for keeping us safe,
making us educated are themselves

no longer the epitomes of kindness.
We have witnessed many cases
where the media people,
bureaucrats, politicians, etc. are guilty
of offences harming our country’s
reputation globally.

When | dream of India, | picture
it just the way a girl pictures her life.
A life full of beauty, happiness,
success and romance just how they
manifest its idea in Hollywood movies.
It is very obvious that India has
achieved in various fields post our
independence. There is no field
where Indians haven’t imprinted their
victory and names in the hearts of
people all around the world. 1 feel
very proud to have reading
newspapers where | see names like
Mr Satya Nadela, Ms Mary Kom, Ms
Barkha Dutt, and so many more. It
gives me a feeling of ineffable
happiness to know about the people
who are standing for themselves,
working for their country’s name and
being a role model for the millions of
youth.

As | dream further [ think about
those unprivileged people for whom
the govt. should provide more
facilities and assistance. We know that
the major part of India’s population
resides in villages, what if our rural
become self — sufficient and
independent. Proper supply of
water, electricity and basic facilities
like sanitation, medicines, etc. should
be provided. Agriculture is the major
occupation of people in India. We
should use it as our strength for self-
sufficiency, increase in exports,
surplus and providing job
opportunities.

When a woman, who is
responsible for the development of
her child and family, becomes
educated it is going to affect the
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society as a whole. If women are
encouraged to study and most
importantly to speak up for
themselves, India would be in a far
better position. Just the idea of voting
for your leader is not enough for a
drastic change that we seek to take
place. It is not only an issue of rural
areas but urban areas as well. Do we
see the equal ratio of girls and boys in
our schools, at public places, driving
cars, or as professionals? It is high time
that we provide women for what they
deserve and they stand by it. Mere
thought of fear from critics of the
society or their own family makes
them take a step back and bury their
dreams and wishes themselves. Men
must begin to encourage women and
supporting them rather than acting
likes judges and mere spectators. We
have to put a lot of efforts along with
determination to convert our
patriarchal society into a society
respectful for everyone.

As people age they lose the
hope of achieving anything in life.
These are the people who could not
become something on account of the
situations they had to face when they
were younger, who chose
responsibility over their dreams. Is
that the end of the world for them?
No, it is never too late to learn. The
government should help them pursue
some kind of occupation in which
they already are interested to boost
their self-confidence. Counselling
centres should be set up so that they
do not lose the battle of life even
before participating in it.

It is also important that we
bridge the gap between the rich and
poor. The poor keeps on becoming
poorer and is exploited for fulfilling
his basic needs. The disabled
people are judged even before they
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try to speak up. The Govt. must
facilitate them with education and
some kind of work too so they find a
meaning in their lives.

There should be an increase in
the number of institutions even in the
small cities so that the people who
are not very capable would not have
to feel helpless about their higher
education. The encouragement of
just any one sector of profession leads
to demotivation of the youth. Girls are
discouraged to opt for PhD as they
think it is a waste of her time and her
parents’ resources. Why are we
discouraged from listening to our
hearts? Is this how God wanted us to
be? | do not agree when the creator
made no differences then why do we
discriminate among everybody and
belittle others? If there would be
options of institutes in various regions
people would be more serious about
their careers living with their parents
and for that matter, disciplined too.

This is not all, it would bring
about many opportunities in small
towns and cities too for the youth to
work and earn well. Just like the
people of the West, we also want to
become independent as soon as we
finish our studies so that we could
help our parents. It is important to
note that every now and then many
people migrate here and there in
search of better jobs and
opportunities. The cut-throat
competition and pressure of better
performance puts a lot of pressure
on the youth.

The Govt. has to make a number
of decisions in respect to the children
and youth. Along with free education
it should be kept in mind that India is
a place of budding writers,
sportsmen, dancers and so on. The
Govt. must provide them with more
scholarships, sponsors and facilities
to create detachable strings in their
dreams to become successful.

The Govt. that we depend
solely on so many things, should me

much more of a stronger institution.
The wise people do not wish to enter
into the ‘dirty’ politics but if they do
not, how would there be a change?
We look up to our parents because
we know they are going to stand by
us no matter what and this is the same
that we expect from our govt. but, it
has always failed to show us its
support in various cases and times.
We need young people with broad
minds and positive attitudes, there
should be a pre-decided retirement
age, and conditions to enter into
politics. The institution that runs the
country has to be free of corruption
and people with puny brains and
mind-sets. Only then the women,
poor and others would be respected
in the country.

There are many people who use
their status in a way to exploit people
for example the many ‘swamis’ who
get caught time-to-time for fooling
people. Our country is blessed with
great knowledge of astrology and
rituals but it should not be done in a
way to increase corruption and
superstition. The knowledge must be
respected as a heritage of our fore-
fathers and be carried on with
respect.

A check on control of liquor and
other available drugs which is the
cause of many accidents and deaths
is important. Even the top officials
and politicians promote its
consumption by distributing them for
free to get identity, votes, hassle-free
work in various regions. The police
should be paid well so that
corruption including bribes stops
then and there. If paid well the Indian
citizens would not choose working
in western countries over India,
putting a halt to brain-drain.

As quoted by Erasmus, “The
main hope of a nation lies in the
proper education of its youth.” Well
if that is, do we really realize our
responsibility as the youth of our
nation? The privileged and fortunate
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lot who get to study in the top
institutions are often caught in cases
of drugs, molestation, sexual
harassment and so on. If education is
the cure then why even the creamy
layer of students from best schools
and colleges are doing things least
expected from them and ruining their
parents’ and country’s name ?

The answers to everything
wrong going on in our country is very
simple - Our prejudice, upbringing,
moral values, respect towards others,
mentality and attitude. Even today
we are judged by our caste, colour,
physical appearance, sexual
orientation, etc. no matter what peaks
of achievements we have touched.
Our characters solely judged on our
personal lives, weaknesses and
behaviour in the society. Have you
ever known the life of a little rural girl?
An innocent face with infinite hopes,
dreams, eyes craving for the sight of
toys, schools and lovely pink dresses.
Yes, her favourite colour is pink too,
that we forgot fulfilling our ‘wants’.
While complaining the next time we
should for once think about that
widow who is cursed by the society
on account of her husband’s death.
The little girl who was raped even
before she could realize she was
turning into a woman. The parents
whose child got killed in the ‘city’
trying to match the standards of the
people around him.

When the morning headlines fall
short of achievements; when no
woman , no poor dies of agony and
pain; when democracy really
becomes ‘for’ the people; when the
only time tears roll down a mother’s
cheeks is when she celebrates her
child’s victory. When the little hands
get tired of writing instead of working
in homes of the rich; when women
could stand up for their rights without
being afraid of an acid-attack; when
no suicides are reported on account
of poor academic performances.
Where we learn from the Hindus and
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Muslims of Pilkhua to live together in
harmony; when the youth discuss
sense over fashion; the creamy layer
spend on charities rather than on
latest ‘status symbols’. It would be
India of my dreams. Where we could
breathe our last in peace and
contentment.

Yuttika Singh
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¢ Minister for Rural Development
Jairam Ramesh said that the
wage rate of UPA’s flagship
MGNREGA will be increased
from April this year due to
inflation. The notification will
be placed before Parliament in
the coming session scheduled
to begin this week.

Addressing the 9th MGNREGA
Divas, the Minister said
MGNREGA wage rate has
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already been linked to
Consumer Price Index and the
yearly revision follows from it.
Mr. Ramesh acknowledged
that there is need for parity in
the MGNREGA wage rate and
the minimum wage in nearly 14
States including Bihar and
Jharkhand, where the rural job
wage is lower than minimum
wage.

¢ The Minister also encouraged
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the officials to motivate and
help small and marginal farmers
to undertake land levelling and
irrigation schemes on their land
under MGNREGA and
lamented that only 10 per cent
farmers have so far benefited
from this provision.

Minister of State for Rural
Development Pradeep Jain
Aditya said that MGNREGA has
brought about a revolution in
rural India and stopped distress
migration from rural to urban
areas. He noted that this year
more than 3 crore 80 lakh
families have benefitted so far.
While Mr. Jain acknowledged
that fighting corruption in its
implementation is a big
challenge he asserted that it is
the responsibility of the State
governments.

‘High dignitaries’ term is
undemocratic: SC

¢ The Supreme Court has agreed

to review the list of ‘high
dignitaries’ who can use red
beacons. The apex court noted
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that the term high dignitaries

appears contrary to democratic
ethos.

¢ The motor vehicles carrying
high dignitaries specified by
the Central government and
their counterparts specified by
the state, may be fitted with red
lights. But the red lights with or
without the flashers can only be
used when the specified high
dignitary is on duty.

¢ Amicus curiae in the case

Harish Salve said that in a
republic everyone is public and
except for security reasons, no
one should be allowed to use
the beacons. He also added
that the beacons indicated a
sense of symbolism which is not
correct in a republic.

¢ The matter has been posted for
hearing after two weeks in the
SC.

North-East community’s

protest over Nido Taniam’s
death
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# Student organisations from the
northeast have been
protestingover the death of
Taniam. The alleged sexual
assault on the two Manipuri
women and the alleged police
apathy towards them has only
added fuel to the fire.

¢ According to them India is in
need of a strong anti-racism
law.

Bharat Ratna

¢ The northeastern student
groups say they are not
protesting merely to demand
justice for Taniam. It is for those
thousands of people from the
northeast who daily face some
or the other form of harassment.

¢ They are fighting the collective
failure of a system and society
that they actually belong to.
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¢ IsIndiain need of a strong anti-
racism law? The recent attack
on a young Arunachal boy and
the alleged sexual assault on
two Manipuri women make it

seem like the demand is
justified.
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¢ Legendary cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar and eminent
scientist Prof. C N R Rao were
conferred with the country’s
highest civilian honour, the
Bharat Ratna, by President
Pranab Mukherjee.

¢ The President presented the
honour at a brief function at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan’s Durbar
Hall attended by Vice
President Hamid Ansari, Union
ministers, Sachin’s wife Anjali,
daughter Sara and a host of
dignitaries.

¢ Master batsman Tendulkar,
who retired from international
cricket on November 16 last
yeatr, is the first sportsman to be
bestowed with the honour.

¢ Tendulkar (40) and Rao (79),
both of whom are recipients of
Padma Vibhushan — the
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¢ The

country’s second highest
civilian honour, will join a list of
41 eminent personalities who
have been conferred with the
award that is given in
recognition of exceptional
service of the highest order,
since it was instituted in 1954.

¢ An outspoken scientist, Prof

Chintamani Nagesa
Ramachandra Rao is a well
recognised international
authority on solid state and
materials chemistry who has
published over 1,400 research
papers and 45 books.

¢ Heisthe third scientist after C

V Raman and former President
A P J Abdul Kalam to be
conferred with the Bharat
Ratna.

Bharat Ratna was
announced after a gap of four
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years with Hindustani music
doyen Bhimsen Joshi being the
last recipient in 2009.

50% quota for women

¢ Making out a strong case to
formulate a National Policy and
Action Plan to end violence
against women, a government-
appointed panel has

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

to fulfil the proactive mandate
of studying, recommending
and influencing policies, laws,
programmes and budgets to
ensure full benefits to the
stakeholders.

Focussing on the need to bring
about major changes in the
criminal justice system, the
report suggests initiatives
ranging from a more gender
sensitive enforcement
machinery to greater
awareness of different
legislation and their inter-
connectedness, along with
accountability for securing
women'’s rights.

il . e
National Issues

# Justice Chelameswar, who was

the chief justice of Gauhati
High Court from 2007 to 2010,
spoke about the illegal migrant
problem in north-eastern states.
In Sarbananda Sonowal case-I
and Il, the apex court had
directed identification of
illegal migrants by setting up
tribunals under the Foreigners
Act, acknowledging that the
state of Assam and its culture
was in the throes of getting
swamped by rampant and
unabated illegal migration from
Bangladesh.

Latest evidence in Union

recommended 50 per cent ) Carbide case
reservation for women in all  1llegal migrants to be

decision-making bodiesandan ~ identified using Aadhaar

overhaul of the criminal justice
system to ensure justice for
women.

¢ Suggesting that a separate
panel be appointed by the
government to study the status
of Muslim women in the
country, the High Level
Committee on the Status of
Women in India, in its
preliminary report, said
upgrading the Minister of
Women and Child
Development to Cabinet rank
would reflect the government’s
concern on women’s issues.

¢ Calling for an increase in
resources, the panel said a large
amount of resources was being
directed towards child
development in the Ministry.

¢ It said the Parliamentary
Committee on the
Empowerment of Women must
examine the gender
implications of all proposed
legislation and the National
Commission for Women, as an
apex body responsible for and
answerable to 50 per cent of
the population, must go
beyond ‘reactive interventions’

5 i
Months after ordering tha
Aadhaar cards based on
unique identification number
could not be linked to social
welfare schemes to deprive its
benefits to those without the
cards, the Supreme Court
looked at the flip-side and said
it could be a useful tool to
identify illegal migrants.
Examining the benefits of
Aadhaar cards from a national
security aspect, a bench of
Justices B S Chauhan, J
Chelameswar and M Y Eqgbal
said, “As on date, illegal
migration to India continues
unabated. By collecting
personal details for Aadhaar
cards, at least there can be
some basis to identify an illegal
migrant.”
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¢ Plaintiffs in the case brought
against the Union Carbide
Corporation (UCC) for the 1984
poison gas disaster in Bhopal,
Madhya Pradesh, released new
evidence that was said to

demonstrate the company’s
“direct role in designing and
building the pesticide plant” in
question.

The Bhopal gas tragedy,
considered India’s worst
industrial disaster, occurred on
December 2 1984 at the UCIL
pesticide plant and in its wake,
many thousands of people were
injured from exposure to
methyl isocyanate gas and other
chemicals and several
thousands were killed.
Evidence was submitted to the
court in January in Sahu Il v.
UCC, a federal class-action
lawsuit filed by residents of
Bhopal whose land and water
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remain contaminated by waste
from the chemical plant.
¢ This evidence demonstrates
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men had been prosecuted for
entering ladies’ compartments.

Majithia wage board

that Union Carbide was
intimately involved in every
aspect of designing and
building the Bhopal plant,
including the waste disposal
systems.

Helpline for rail passengers

¢ With increased instances of

molestation on trains, the Indian
Railways has decided to launch
an all-India security helpline
number for passengers .

¢ The railways has informed the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Railways, which
enquired into the security of
women passengers in
suburban trains, that the
process of launching the four-
digit number 1322 at a cost of
Rs. 4.7 crore is on.

¢ Although it will be managed by
a professional call centre,
complaints will be monitored
by a DIG and four inspectors.
They will be transmitted to the
zones concerned for action.

¢ The report noted an increase
in the incidents of molestation
of women on suburban trains.
The committee chairman, T.R.
Baalu, said during the
members’ visit to the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminal,
Mumbai, women complained
of unauthorised entry of male

¢ In a victory for working

journalists and newspaper
employees, Supreme Court
upheld the validity of the
Majithia wage board, saying
that its recommendation are
based on genuine
consideration.

It also dismissed newspaper
organisations’ challenge to the
constitutional validity of the
working journalists and
newspaper employees act.

An apex court bench headed
by Chief Justice P. Sathasivam
also upheld the procedure
adopted by the Majithia wage
board, holding that the
variations pointed out in
procedure was not grave in
nature.

The court also upheld the
independence of the two
members, holding that their
mere association to the
government did not attribute
any bias or independence to
them.

The court held that the wage
board will be implemented
from Nov 11,2011 when it was
notified by the government and
the arrears from Nov 11, 2011
to March 2014 will be paid to
the employees in four equal
instalments spread over a
period of one year and the
revised pay scales under the
recommendation of Majithia
wage board comes into force
from April 2014.

SC says that nude picture of
woman not obscene

desire, the Supreme Court has
held.

Quashing a case against a
newspaper for publishing a
nude photo of German tennis
legend Boris Becker with his
fiancee in 1993, a bench of
justices K.S. Radhakrishnan and
A.K. Sikri said only those sex-
related materials can be held
to be obscene which have a

tendency of exciting lustful
thoughts.

Ui
Boledl

A picture of a nude/semi-nude
woman, as such, cannot per se
be called obscene unless it has

the tendency to arouse feeling
or revealing an overt sexual
desire.

Obscenity has to be judged
from an average person point
of view as the concept of
obscenity would change with
the passage of time and what
might have been obscene at
one point of time would not be
considered as obscene at a later
period.

The bench said the
photograph, in which Becker
had posed nude with his dark-
skinned fiancee Barbara Feltus
as a mark of protest against the
practice of apartheid, wants to
convey message to eradicate
the evil of racism and to
promote love.

Sanitation target achieved in
Sikkim

passengers in reserved
compartments, molestation
and harassment, and snatching
of chains and handbags. The
Railways claimed that 6,400

¢ A nude or semi-nude picture

of a woman cannot be called

obscene per se unless it is
designed to excite sexual

passion or reveal an overt sexual
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¢ Sikkim has become the only

state in the country to achieve
100 per cent sanitation in rural
and urban households,
schools, sanitary complexes
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and Aanganwadi centres.

¢ All 6,10,577 inhabitants in
Sikkim have latrines with high
sanitation and hygiene
standards.

¢ The Himalayan state has
constructed 98,043 individual
household latrines against the
target of 87,014 till January,
thus achieving 112.67 per cent
target under Nirmal Bharat
Abhiyan scheme implemented
by Union Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation.

¢ The state has also sensitised
people to adopt a holistic
approach to improve sanitation
and hygiene in a clean
environment while accelerating
its overall development.

¢ According to a survey
conducted in 20 gram
panchayats by Planning
Commission, 17 village councils
of Sikkim were declared as
‘best performance panchayats’,
which is highest in the country.
Sikkim also topped the list
among all states of the country
in net performance indicators.

Disabilities rights Bill

¢ The Rights of the Persons with
Disabilities Bill, 2014, tabled in
the Rajya Sabha, has evoked
sharp reactions from disabilities
rights activists across the
country.

¢ The government had tabled, in
a hurry, an older version of the

Bill in the Rajya Sabha as the
amendments approved by the
Cabinet late could not be
incorporated in the draft.

The Chennai-based Disability
Rights Alliance (DRA), a
conglomerate of disability
rights activists, says the Bill is
“regressive and retrograde,”
and does not adopt the United
Nations Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disability
(UNCRPD) in its true spirit.
The DRA and several other
organizations said Section 110
of the Bill provided that its
provisions shall be in addition
to, and not in derogation of, the
provisions of any other law in
force, which effectively meant
that all laws which actively
discriminated against persons
with disabilities remained
untouched. This violated the
State’s obligation under the
U.N. convention to take all
appropriate measures,
including legislation, to modify
or abolish laws, regulations,
customs and practices that
constituted such
discrimination.

In this Bill, the Right of Equality
is curtailed under Section 3(3),
which says the right against
discrimination exists ‘unless it
can be shown that the
impugned act or omission is a
proportionate means of
achieving a legitimate aim.””
The terms “proportionate
means” and “legitimate aim,” it
said, are highly subjective and
can perpetuate discrimination.

[ http://upscportal.com
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Further, the statement said, the
UNCRPD lays down specific
obligations of the State while
discussing multiple
discrimination faced by
women with disabilities. States
are obliged to take measures to
ensure that they enjoy fully and
equally all human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

Two additional attempts for
Civil service aspirants

*

Civil service aspirants are going
to get two additional attempts
at cracking the UPSC
examination along with a
relaxation in the upper age
limit.

A statement by the Department
of Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions said that the
Central government has
approved two additional
attempts to all categories of
candidates with effect from
Civil Services Examination
2014, with consequential age
relaxation of maximum age for
all categories of candidates.
As per the existing rules, a
general category candidate is
permitted a maximum of four
attempts. The maximum age
limit for such candidates is 30.
There is no restriction on the
number of attempts by
candidates belonging to the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
the Scheduled Tribes (STs).
As for aspirants belonging to
Other Backward Classes, seven
attempts are permissible,
according to a notification
issued for Civil Services
Examinations, 2013.

The relaxation comes after
months of protests, dharnas
and knocking at the doors of
politicians by the students.

130 pending Bills

¢

With only two Bills introduced
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in the middle of commotion in

the Rajya Sabha and one in the
Lok Sabha, the number of Bills
pending before Parliament has
climbed to 130.

Key social sector legislation,
including the Grievance
Redressal Bill and the
Whistleblower Protection Bill,
will lapse if they are not passed
in the next 10 days.

At the beginning of the last
session of the 15th Lok Sabha,
126 Bills were pending before
both Houses, the oldest among
them dating back to 1987,
according to data compiled by
PRS Legislative Research, an
independent, non-partisan
parliamentary research group.
Another five date back to 1990-
2000 and 30 to 2001-2010.
Some Bills have been passed
by one House but not the other,
one of the most notable of them
being the Women’s Reservation
Bill, passed in 2010 by the Rajya
Sabha. Bills introduced in the
Upper House will survive the
end of this Lok Sabha, but those
introduced in the Lok Sabha will
lapse if not passed in this
session.

Important pending Bills
include the Disabilities Bill and
the Judicial Appointments Bill.
Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi appealed to the
Opposition for cooperation in
the passage of six anti-
corruption Bills, with the
Bharatiya Janata Party insisting
that it is keen to pass legislation
if the government is able to get
the House to run.

The 15th Lok Sabha has passed
only 165 Bills so far, making it
the least deliberative full-term
Parliament ever.

In the five sittings since the
beginning of this session, the
Lok Sabha has lost 95 per cent

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

of its time to disruptions, while
the Rajya Sabha has lost 91 per
cent of its time. The session

ends on February 21.

Pepper spray incident in the
Parliament

The use of pepper spray inside
the Lok Sabha by a member
recently has prised open the
issue of security within
Parliament House, the country’s
most closely guarded building.
MPs and senior government
officers are exempt from
frisking or checking. Even their
bags and cars are not
thoroughly checked.

Security arrangements in
Parliament House were beefed
up in anticipation of trouble
over the introduction of the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
Bill, 2013, which has held up
proceedings for several
sessions now.
Watch-and-ward staff and
security personnel were on
alert and extra fire
extinguishers, ambulances and
blankets were kept ready in
case MPs took to extreme
measures. But the surprise
came in the form of a pepper
spray that L. Rajagopal sneaked
into the House.

The incident has prompted
demands from some members
for screening legislators.

President’s Rule in Delhi

It also accepted the
recommendation of
Lieutenant-Governor Najeeb
Jung for keeping the Assembly
under suspended animation.

¢ The President’s Rule will come

into effect with the
promulgation of a notification.
In his report to the Centre, Mr.
Jung did not favour dissolution
of the 70-member Delhi
Assembly as recommended by
the Council of Ministers headed
by Mr. Kejriwal who decided
to quit after being defeated in
the Assembly over introduction
of the Jan Lokpal Bill.

The LG’s move keeps the
option open for any political
party or a combination of
parties to try and form a
government in future.

Right to die with dignity

¢ The Union Cabinet has

approved the imposition of
President’s Rule in Delhi.

| http:/Amww.civilservicesmentor.com

¢ The Supreme Court reserved

verdict on a public interest
litigation (PIL) petition seeking
the “right to die with dignity”
for terminally ill patients who
are likely to go into a vegetative
state.

In its petition, Common Cause,
a non-governmental
organisation, said that when a
medical expert opined that a
person with a terminal disease
had reached the point of no
return, the patient should be
given the right to refuse life-
support systems. A three-judge
Bench, comprising Chief
Justice P. Sathasivam, Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justice Shiva
Kirti Singh, reserved verdict.
Appearing for the petitioner,
counsel Prashant Bhushan
submitted that those at the end
of their life and likely to go into
a state of terminal illness or
permanent vegetative state
were deprived of their right to
refuse unwanted treatment,
such as being fed through tubes
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and kept on ventilator and
other machines to prolong their
life artificially. A person whose
life was ebbing away should be
allowed to die.

¢ Opposing the petition,
Additional Solicitor-General
Siddharth Luthra said doctors
would be going against the
Hippocratic Oath if they
removed life support. The 16th
Law Commission was against
the proposal as it was liable to
be misused in India.

Welfare of ex-servicemen

¢ Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Virbhadra Singh has
recently promised to pursue
the “one rank, one pension”
demand of ex-servicemen.

¢ He said his government was
committed to welfare of every
section of society irrespective
of region and religion, and had
adopted the policy of zero-
tolerance towards corruption.

¢ Accordingto the CM, the 13th
Finance Commission had
grossly underestimated the
committed liabilities of the
state which “has adversely
affected the development”.
The expenditure on salary was
capped at 35 per cent of
revenue expenditure and
liability on account of interest
payment and pension was also
grossly underestimated.

Graft cases on 1AS officers

corruption cases related to

Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officers.

¢ The Department of Personnel

and Training (DoPT) has also
come up with a checklist for
authorities handling corruption
cases involving bureaucrats
and sought mandatory
compliance with the same as
part of the new system.

¢ As many as 4,737 IAS officers

occupy various state and
central posts in the country.

Inordinate and inexplicable
delays in the conduct of
disciplinary proceedings are
seen to vitiate the exercise,
sometimes leading to litigation.

the three convicts did not
deserve any mercy as they
never showed remorse for the
killing of the former Prime
Minister and they enjoyed their
prison life.

Considering the fact that the
convicts were languishing jail
for nearly 23 years, the Bench
also gave a ray of hope for their
release by saying that the State
government could exercise its
remission powers under
Section 432 and 433 and
following the due procedure in
law.

In May 2012, the apex court
had transferred to itself the writ
petitions filed by three convicts
in the Madras High Court
challenging the rejection of
their clemency plea by the
former President Pratibha Patil
after 11 years. The High Court
on August 30, 2011 stayed their
execution.

Modernisation of 1.55 lakh
post offices

¢ A single-window clearance
system has been started by the
government to avoid inordinate
delays in dealing with

Relief to Rajiv Gandhi killers’

¢ In a landmark verdict, the
Supreme Court has granted
relief to the three convicts in
the Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case — Murugan, Santhan and
Perarivalan — by commuting
their death sentence into life

term on the grounds of
inordinate delay in disposal of
their mercy petitions by the
President.

A three-judge Bench headed
by the Chief Justice P.
Sathasivam rejected the
contention of the Centre that
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¢ Union Finance Minister P.

Chidambaram said in his
interim Budget speech that
Rs.4,909 crore was being spent
on modernisation of all 1.55
lakh post offices, and the
project would be completed
by 2015.

In the budget estimates for
2014-15, of the total plan outlay
of Rs. 800 crore, Rs. 506 crore
has been allocated for
information  technology
induction in and modernisation
of postal operations.
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¢ Approved by the Cabinet
Committee of Economic Affairs
in November 2012, the
modernisation has to be
implemented through eight
projects. All rural post offices

‘Mehendi Lagao’ campaign

will be provided with handheld
devices for  financial
transactions, a solar panel for
charging it, a biometric reader
for immediate identification
and a thermal printer.

Odiya to be the sixth
“classical language”

¢ Inan attempt to strike a chord

with women voters ahead of the
general election, the woman’s
wing of Jharkhand Bharatiya
Janata Party has launched a
Mehendi Lagao (apply henna)
campaign in the pilgrim town
of Deoghar.

It is a door-to-door campaign
and mehendi is applied inthe
form of lotus, the party symbol,
on the palms of women voters
since last week to garner
support for the prime
ministerial candidate, Narendra
Modi,” Mahila Morcha
president Usha Pandey said.
The mehendi campaign would
continue across the State under
the supervision of district
committees.

Juvenile justice law for
Muslims

¢ The Supreme Court has said

that Muslims can adopt a child
under the juvenile justice law

as its enforcement could not be
impeded by the Muslim
personal law.

¢ The apex court bench headed
by Chief Justice P Sathasivam
said that the rules framed under

juvenile justice law were an
enabling provision which is
applicable to all religions and
communities and the same
could not be frustrated by
personal religious beliefs.

¢ The court said this on a petition

by a social activist Shabnam
Hashmi who had sought the
framing of guidelines by the
adoption of children by the
people belonging to all
religions and communities.
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¢ Odiya became the sixth

language of the country to get
“classical language” status after
the Union Cabinet conceded
a long-pending demand for
putting it in the same league as
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada and Malayalam.
Odiya is billed as the first
language from the Indo-Aryan
linguistic group and the case
for making it a classical
language was also premised on
the fact that it has no
resemblance to Hindi, Sanskrit,
Bengali and Telugu. The
proposal was moved by the
Culture Ministry.

Once a language is declared
classical, it gets financial
assistance for setting up a
centre of excellence for the
study of that language and also
opens up an avenue for two
major awards for scholars of
eminence. Besides, the
University Grants Commission
can be requested to create —
to begin with at least in Central
Universities —a certain number
of professional chairs for
classical languages for scholars
of eminence in the language.
The criteria for declaring a lan-
guage as classical mandates
high antiquity of its early texts/
recorded history over a period
of 1,500-2,000 years, a body of
ancient literature/texts which is
considered a valuable heritage
by generations of speakers and
a literary tradition that is origi-
nal and not borrowed from an-
other speech community. Also
since the classical language
and literature is distinct from
the modern, there can also be
a discontinuity between the
classical language and its later
forms or its offshoots.
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7,200 km of new national
highways

¢ The government decided t
convert 7,200 km of state roads
into national highways.

¢ With this the total length of the
state highways converted into
National Highways during the
UPA regime would reach
about 17,000 km.

¢ About 10,000 km of state
highways were declared
national highways during the
last 10 years.

¢ Theseroads are spread across
states including Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh besides
bordering areas such as Leh
and Laddakh regions.

¢ The present length of the

National Highways in the

country is about 80,000 km.

President’s rule in Andhra
Pradesh
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¢ The Congress’s top priority is

either to persuade the
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) to merge with it or forge
an electoral alliance. Of the 17
seats in Telangana, the
Congress currently holds 10 .

Whistleblowers’ Protection

¢ Two days after Parliament
approved the division of
Andhra Pradesh, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi set in
motion internal consultations
on the creation of separate
party units for Telangana and
Seemandhra.

¢ After Kiran Kumar Reddy
resigned as Chief Minister, the
Congress discussed the option
of forming a government with a
Chief Minister from the
Seemandhra region, but at the
time of writing, it looked
unlikely.

¢ A Bill to set up a regular

mechanism to encourage
persons to disclose information
on corruption or wilful misuse
of power by public servants,
including Ministers, was passed
by the Rajya Sabha.

The Whistleblowers’ Protection
Bill also seeks to provide for
“adequate protection to
persons reporting corruption or
wilful misuse of discretion
which causes a demonstrable
loss to the government, or
commission of a criminal
offence by a public servant.”
The Bill sets forth the
procedure for inquiring into
the disclosures and provides
for safeguards against
victimisation. At the same time,
it provides punishment for false
or frivolous complaints.

The Bill was passed by the Lok
Sabha in 2011 and was taken
up by the Rajya Sabha in 2012.
However, it could not be
passed because of the death
of Union Minister Vilasrao
Deshmukh.

Legalising euthanasia in India

¢ The Supreme Court has
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referred the issue of legalising
euthanasia in the country to a
five-judge Constitution bench,
saying there has been
“inconsistent” opinion in its
previous  verdicts on
withdrawing medical support
to terminally ill patients.

A three-judge bench headed
by Chief Justice P Sathasivam
said that it is extremely
important to have a clear
enunciation of law on this issue
and referred the matter to a
larger Constitution bench.
The court said that the
Constitution bench will go into
all aspects of the issue and take
a final decision on framing
guidelines.The Bench also
comprising justices Ranjan
Gogoi and S K Singh passed the
order on a PIL to allow a
terminally ill person not to
continue with artificial medical
support.

The Centre had vociferously
opposed the plea terming it as
“suicide” which could not be
allowed in the country.

The PIL filed by NGO
“Common Cause” had
contended that when a
medical expert opines that the
person afflicted with terminal
disease has reached a point of
no return, then he should be
given the right to refuse being
put on life support system as
otherwise it would only
prolong his agony.

The petition was filed in 2008
when the apex court had
issued notices to the Union
Ministry of Health and Law and
sought their response on the
issue.

National Lok Adalat

¢ Taking note of pendency of a

large number of cases, the
District Legal Services
Authority is organising a
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National Lok Adalat at Nagpur
on April 12.

e =
¢ The mechanism of Lok Adalats
available for disposal and
resolution of disputes will be
used to clear pending cases at
the earliest by sorting out
suitable ones. The National Lok
Adalat will be conducted at all
levels right from the Supreme
Court, High Courts, it benches
upto the Taluka Courts.
¢ Various cases in the courts at
various levels will be taken up
for disposal at the National Lok
Adalat including criminal
compoundable cases,
negotiable instrument act Cases
U/S 138, motor accident claim
petitions, accident information
report (AIR), state transport
cases and matrimonial and
family courts cases.

Highest infant
Mortality rate in India
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¢ Though the IMR has come

down to 25 per 1,000 live births
in the past months, the progress
in reduction of neo-natal
mortality rate (NMR) has been
slower, according to ‘Save the
Children’ global report ‘Ending
newborn deaths, ensuring
every baby survives’ .

In 2012, three million babies
died within the first 28 days of
their birth and a million babies
died within the first 24 hours of
their  birth, it says.
Comparatively, Chennai
recorded the lowest IMR of 15
per 1,000 live births and in
Mumbai and Kolkata it was 20
per 1,000 live births.
However, there has been
significant progress on
ensuring child survival in India,
the fact that nearly 40 per cent
of neo-natal deaths occur on
the 1st day of birth in India is
stalling progress on achieving
Millennium Development Goal-
4 (reducing IMR).

India accounts for an
astounding 29 per cent of the
global deaths of newborns on
their very first day of birth.
About half the first-day deaths
around the world could be
prevented if every mother and
baby had access to free and
quality health care and skilled
birth attendants.

PIL against Sachin

nomination of cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar as a member of the

Rajya Sabha.
The petitioner had accused the
cricketer of having

dishonoured the national flag
by cutting a cake containing the
imprint of the tricolour in
Jamaica in 2011.

¢ A Division Bench of Justices R.

Sudhakar and V.M. Velumani
held that it did not find any
reason to issue a writ of quo
warranto directing the Deputy
Chairman as well as the
Secretary General of the Rajya
Sabha to show cause on what
authority they accepted the
nomination of Mr. Tendulkar.

The judges said the petitioner
had not submitted
authenticated materials to
substantiate his accusations.

150 workdays for tribals
under MGNREGA

¢ The National Capital had the
worst Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) among the four
metropolitan cities between
2010 and 2012 with 30
newborns dying for every 1,000
live births, a new report has
said. A substantial 64 per cent
die within the first 28 days of
their birth.

/

The Madras High Court Bench
dismissed a public interest
litigation (PIL) petition filed by
a lawyer challenging the

| http:/Amww.civilservicesmentor.com

¢ Inabidtowoo tribals ahead of

Lok Sabha polls, the
government has raised the
workdays under its flagship
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) from 100 to 150 for
tribals, a move that will benefit
14 lakh families. The Union
Cabinet decision will come into
effect from April this year.

Those tribals who have
received land rights under the
Forest Rights Act, 2006, will be
eligible for additional 50 days
of wage employment under the
rural job scheme. The
beneficiaries would be those
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who have completed 100
workdays in that particular
financial year. They will be
given a job card of a different
colour to distinguish them from
other MGNREGA workers.

¢ Around 14 lakh individual and
community titles have been
distributed under FRA 2006. Of
these around 8 lakh individual
titles have been given in
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Orissa.

¢ The additional person days
through MNREGA will allow the
households to undertake
additional work on their own
land. This is one among the
several initiatives taken by the
Rural Development Ministry for
the uplift of the tribals.

Notice served on railway

¢
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the petitioner sought a ban on
the use of these materials.

The materials used in the
railway coaches emit toxic
gases much beyond the
permissible limit.

Exhumation of 1857 martyrs

safety

¢ The Supreme Court has served
notice on the Railways on a
public interest petition seeking
direction that sleeper coaches
being manufactured conform
with international safety
standards.

¢ A Bench of Chief Justice P.
Sathasivam and Justice Ranjan
Gogoi issued the notice,
returnable in four weeks, on the
writ petition filed by advocate
Abhay Singh.

¢ Pointing out that materials at
present used in cushions,
cushion covers, curtains,
flooring and wood partitioning
are substandard and do not
comply with safety standards,

L

While the Union and the State
governments have failed to act,
the management of a gurdwara
in the border town of Ajnala in
Amritsar district claimed to
have exhumed the remains and
other articles of at least 282
persons who were executed
by the British authorities for
participating in the 1857
mutiny.

They now await allocation of a
suitable site by the State
government to carry out
cremation and build a memorial
for the martyrs.

Lok Sabha polls
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from the date of
announcement.

However, the Election
Commission has ruled out
advancing the schedule or
compressing it to avoid the
summer heat, a demand put
forward at the all-party meeting
convened by the Commission
last month.

The term of the current Lok
Sabha expires on June 1 and
the new House has to be
constituted by May 31.

Along with the Lok Sabha polls,
Andhra Pradesh, including the
regions comprising the newly-
carved out Telangana, Odisha
and Sikkim will go to polls to
elect new assemblies.

Tropex war drills

L

Polling in the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections is most
probably going to commence
in the second week of April and
may be spread over seven
phases, the longest so far.

The probable dates for the
commencement of polling are
between April 7 and 10.

As of now, the plan is to have
voting, involving over 81 crore
voters, in seven phases but
efforts are on to reduce that to
six phases. The 2009 polls were
held in five phases from April
16 to May 13.

The Model Code of Conduct
for governments and political
parties will come into force

[ http://upscportal.com

¢ The Navy has successfully

completed one of its largest
war drills spread over Indian
Ocean, Arabian Sea and the
Bay of Bengal region and
involving its frontline assets
such as INS Chakra and 75
combat and surveillance
aircraft.

The Navy’s major annual exer-
cise Theatre Level Operational
Readiness Exercise (TROPEX)
was concluded recently involv-
ing large scale naval
manoeuvres in all three dimen-
sions surface, air and underwa-
ter, across the Bay of Bengal,
Arabian Sea and the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR).

The month-long exercise was
aimed at assessing the
operational readiness of naval
units, validate the Navy’s war
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fighting doctrine and integrate
newly included capabilities in
its ‘Concept of Operations’.

¢ Around 60 ships and

submarines along with 75
aircraft took part in this
exercise, which saw
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participation of units from Air
Force and Coast Guard.

¢ The exercise also saw the

maiden participation by the
newly acquired P 8] Long
Range Maritime Patrol aircraft
and the nuclear submarine,
Chakra.

¢ The exercise also provided the
Navy with an opportunity to
validate its network centric

warfare capabilities, with
effective utilization of its
recently launched satellite
GSAT-7.
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Rajapaksa slams US

gl

¢ Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapaksa criticised a US
decision to table a resolution
criticising Colombo’s post-war
reconciliation at the UN Human
Rights Council, saying such
actions undermine his country’s
hard won peace.

The US has said it would table
a resolution against Sri Lanka
over its human rights
accountability and slow pace
of reconciliation, putting new
pressure on Colombo to
address war crimes allegations.
The UN has already asked Sri
Lanka to punish army personnel
responsible for atrocities

during the civil war against the
LTTE that ended in 2009.

¢ Mr. Rajapaksa said that the

powerful nations failed to fully
understand the challenge
faced by the country in
combating the LTTE.

Mr. Rajapaksa urged powerful
nations not to be swayed by
information coming from
defeatist forces meaning the
pro-LTTE Tamil diaspora.

Sri Lanka encountered similar
UN resolutions both in 2012
and 2013, moved by US and
supported by India.

A new Afghan law

¢ A new Afghan_law will allow

men to attack their wives,
children and sisters without
fear of judicial punishment,
undoing years of slow progress
intackling violence in a country

| http:/Amww.civilservicesmentor.com
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plagued by honour killings,
forced marriage and vicious
domestic abuse.

The small but significant
change to Afghanistan’s
criminal prosecution code bans
relatives of an accused person
from testifying against them.
Most violence against women
in Afghanistan is within the
family, so the law — passed by
parliament but awaiting the
signature of the president,
Hamid Karzai — will effectively
silence victims as well as most
potential witnesses to their
suffering.

¢ “Honour” killings by fathers
and brothers who disapprove
of awoman’s behaviour would
be almost impossible to punish.
Forced marriage and the sale
or trading of daughters to end
feuds or settle debt would also
be largely beyond the control
of the law in a country where
prosecution of abuse is already
rare.

It is common in western legal
systems to excuse people from
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testimony that might
incriminate their spouse. But it
is a very narrow exception, with
little resemblance to the
blanket ban planned in
Afghanistan.

The change is in a section of
the criminal code titled
“Prohibition of Questioning an
Individual as a Witness”. Others
covered by the ban are
underage children, doctors
and defence lawyers for the
accused.

voice to the chorus of U.S.
companies speaking out
against Russia’s law restricting
gay-rights activities by updating
its iconic search page logo to
depict illustrations of athletes
skiing, sledding, curling and
skating against a rainbow-
coloured backdrop.

K

speak for itself.

But the logo clearly was meant
as a show of support for gay
rights and a rebuke of the law
that bans pro-gay
“propaganda” that could be
accessible to minors- below the
updated logo appears a two-
sentence section of the
Olympic charter that reads, in
part, “The practice of sportis a
human right. Every individual
must have the possibility of
practicing sport, without

US visa reform T iilSiFimink?tiCC;)n oflany kind.”
. . - ¢ Althoug oogle is not an

¢ India has warned the United dMB )| . ) .
States of consequences for s Ompics sponser, 1t action

companies if lawmakers tighten ¢ The company declined to camea day after three sponsors

visa rules on high-tech firms as
part of an immigration overhaul.
India would see a decision to
restrict certain temporary visas

comment on the new Google
Doodle that appeared on its
home pages worldwide, saying
it wanted the illustration to

of the U.S. Olympic Committee
AT&T, DeVry University and
yogurt maker Chobani issued
statements explicitly speaking

for skilled workers as a sign that outagainst the Russian law.

the US economy is becoming  children’s Nobel Prize
less open for business.

¢ The Republican leadership of
the House of Representatives
recently laid out general
principles for an overhaul of
immigration — whose main goal
would be to give legal status to
the estimated 11 million = . L |
undocumented foreigners in ; '
the United States.

¢ The Senate bill, while
increasing the overall number
of H-1B visas available, would
hike fees and restrict additional
H-1B visas for companies
considered dependent on
such foreign workers. The move
came after complaints by US
companies and labor groups
that Indian tech firms bring in
their own, lower-paid
employees rather than hiring
Americans.

Anti-gay google doodle ¢ The 16-year-old, who lives in
¢ With the Winter Games Britain following extensive

# Pakistani schoolgirl Malala Yousafzai has been nominated for the World
Children’s Prize in Sweden for her crusade for education rights for
girls.

+ Malala was last year nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize and won the
European Union’s Sakharov human rights prize for her fight for the
right of all children to education.

education for girls in Pakistan.
¢ The World Children’s Prize, also

underway in Sochi, Google Inc.
quietly but vibrantly added its

medical treatment, was shot by
the Taliban in 2012 for her

outspoken views supporting

[ http://upscportal.com
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Prize’, was founded in 2000
and aims to raise awareness of
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children’s rights in 60,000
schools in 110 countries
through educational
programmes.

UN Conference on Population
and Development Beyond
2014.”

According to an U.N. report,
since the adoption of the Cairo
Programme of Action at the
United Nations International
Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD) in 1994,
the status of women has
improved worldwide . But , it
also says that growing
inequalities is likely to undo the
significant gains made in health
and longevity.

Maternal mortality has come
down by half; skilled birth
attendance has increased by 15
per cent since 1990; more
women have access to
education, work and political
participation; and fewer
adolescent girls are having
babies, says the report “United
Nations International
Conference on Population and
Development Beyond 2014.”
The report is the first truly
global review of progress, gaps,
challenges and emerging issues
in relation to the landmark Cairo
ICPD. It gathers data from 176
countries, alongside inputs
from civil society and
comprehensive academic
research.

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

China in April.

The 123-km underwater tunnel
will cost around 220 billion
yuan ($36 billion).

The length of the tunnel will be
more than the combined
length of the world’s two
longest underwater tunnels —
Japan’s Seikan Tunnel and the
Channel Tunnel between
Britain and France.

Child euthanasia law in
Belgium

¢ Belgium has recently passed a

law allowing euthanasia for
children. The Low Countries
allow for suicide and doctor-
assisted suicide, but Brussels is
the first to open to door to
dealing death to children of

World’s worst for pirated goods

any age.

The law has “safeguards” to
ensure all the killing will be
purely voluntary if the prospect
of youngsters being helped to
off themselves seems
horrifying. A psychologist has
to certify that the child has
“capacity or discernment” to
understand what they are
doing.

Aside from its inherent
significance, Belgium’s move
requires us to revisit Roper v.
Simmons, the 2005 Supreme
Court case that ruled it
inherently unconstitutional to
apply the death penalty to
anyone under 18.

European nations had long
waged a moral campaign
against America’s allowance of
the death penalty for 16-18
year olds, which they called
barbaric and savage. After all,
minors are not really
responsible for their actions.
America was labelled a human
rights violator, an international
outlier.

World’s longest underwater
tunnel

¢ China plans to build the world’s
longest underwater tunnel
beneath the Bohai Sea by 2026,
connecting the port cities of
Dalian in Liaoning province and
Yantai in Shandong province.

¢ The blueprint of the ambitious
project is expected to be
submitted to the State Council
of the People’s Republic of

¢ The United States named notorious markets for pirated
Delhi’s Nehru Place and goods.
Mumbai’s Manish Market ¢ Nehru Place is an old favorite,
among the world’s most having figured in earlier lists of
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markets world over that the US
considers the worst for
Intellectual Property Rights
violations.

Gaffar Market, also in Delhi,
Manish Market and Lamington
Road in Mumbai and Chenoy
Trade Center and the Hong
Kong Bazar in Hyderabad were
the others from India.

The report said vendors in
these markets are good at
evading raids — they “are
successful at hiding illicit
merchandise prior to police
raids, and returning it to shelves
shortly after”.

Gaffar market, the report said
was rife with counterfeit
clothing, shoes, cosmetics,
electronics, and other
products, most of which are
imported into India.

Mumbai’s Manish Market and
Lamington Road were known
for pirated copies of Hindi and
English language films, sold
along side their authorized
versions.

And Chenoy Trade Center and
Hong Kong Bazar in Hyderabad
—close to India’s Silicon Valley
— were known for pirated
computer hardware and
software.

No Indian website figured
among the online pirates
named. Many websites based
in Canada, China and some
European Countries figured on
the list.

China, once again, Thailand and
Indonesia figured prominently
among physical markets named
for piracy along with the six in
India.

New Prime Minister of Nepal

instability in the Himalayan
nation.

¢ The president of Nepali

Congress party, Sushil Koirala,
76, received 405 votes in the
601-member parliament. He
was supported by the
Communist Party of Nepal
(United Marxist Leninist), the
second largest party, and some
other smaller groups.

The  declaration from
Parliament Speaker Surya
Bahadur Thapa that Koirala had
secured the simple majority to
be elected was followed by

G20’s aim of lifting global GDP

applause inside the assembly
hall. Hundreds of Koirala’s
supporters stood outside the
parliament building.

A constitution was supposed to
have been written by the last
Constituent Assembly, which
was elected in 2008 following
the end of a 10-year Maoist
insurgency and the overthrow
of the centuries-old monarchy.
But the assembly was riven by
infighting and never finished its
work.

Koirala, 76, has led his party for
the past four years. He also
spent six years in jail and nearly
20 years in exile in India
because he opposed the
autocratic rule of the king.
Politicians hope the election of
Koirala with support from nearly
two-thirds of the members of
the assembly will bring some
political stability to Nepal.

¢ The leader of Nepal’s largest

and oldest political party was
elected prime minister with
majority support in parliament
that is likely to ease the political

¢ The Finance ministers and

central bank governors of G20
nations decided to work
towards lifting their collective
GDP by more than two per cent
over the next five years and
exhorted the United States to
go ahead with the IMF quota

[ http://upscportal.com

e TS R
LERTR R o el i
e

e -~ _§ 11

reforms.

¢ The group of 20 rich and

developing nations said they
“deeply regret” the stalling of
IMF quota reforms with the
United States yet to ratify them.

¢ The IMF quota reforms, which

seek to increase the voting
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share of emerging economies
including India, had hit a
roadblock with the US
Congress refusing to increase
the American contribution to
the multilateral body.

¢ Emerging economies,
including India, have been
asking the U.S., which has
started gradual withdrawal of
its fiscal stimulus, to be more
predictable in monetary policy.
The U.S. Federal Reserve’s
tapering has caused flight of
capital out of emerging
economies and in turn
hammering their currencies.

¢ The G20 countries also
committed to develop new
measures, for maintaining fiscal
sustainability and financial
sector stability, to significantly
raise global growth.

Ukraine’s new rating - ‘CCC’

¢ Standard & Poor’s ratings
agency lowered Ukraine’s long-
term rating from ‘CCC+’ to
‘CCC’ saying the raging political
crisis has put the government’s
ability to service its debt at risk

Y, .
.
T e

¢ Russia, supported by China, has
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need help, although it is unclear
if Russia and China will support
or veto the draft.

shielded its ally Syria on the
U.N. Security Council during
the three-year-long civil war.
They have vetoed three
resolutions condemning Syria’s
government and threatening it
with possible sanctions.
During a visit to Baghdad,
Lavrov said the resolution
should spell out that cross-
border aid deliveries should be
organized in accordance with
international humanitarian law,
which requires a government’s
consent for such a move.

Google Lunar XPrize

and raised uncertainty over

Russia providing promised aid.

¢ The crisis in economically-
struggling Ukraine erupted in
November when President
Viktor Yanukovych decided
unexpectedly to reject a
European Union integration
deal years in the making in
favour of closer ties with Russia.

¢ Moscow then promised to
provide a 15 billion dollar
bailout to its former satellite and
to slash prices that Kiev paid
for energy supplies.

Syria aid resolution

¢ The U.N. Security Council will
vote on a resolution to boost
humanitarian aid access in
Syria, where the United
Nations says 9.3 million people

¢ Apoorly funded, rag-tag team

in India is now among the top
contenders for the Google
Lunar XPrize, the grand global
competition to land a robotic
spacecraft on theMoon by
December 2015.

¢ Team Indus, co-founded by

IITians Rahul Narayan and
Indranil Chakraborty, has just
been named among the five
finalists for what are called
milestone prizes, teams that

| http:/Amww.civilservicesmentor.com

have achieved certain
technological landmarks and
appear closest to reaching the
final objective.

The pioneering reality show in
space, announced in 2007 by
Google and the XPrize
Foundation, an education non-
profit, promises the world some
edge-of-the seat excitement in
the months to come. It had 33
teams participating when
registrations closed in 2011.
Since then, a number of teams
have withdrawn or merged.
Currently 18 remain, some of
which are led by world-
renowned robotics and space
researchers and super-rich folk.
The competition carries $40
million in prize money. The
organizers’ aim is to do
something humanity has never
accomplished: the safe landing
of a private craft on the surface
of the Moon, and possibly do
so at a fraction of the cost that
governmental space bodies
incur.

Of the 18 teams, six are from
the US, and others from
countries including the UK,
Germany, Japan, Israel, Brazil
and Malaysia.

‘Cyber libel’ law

¢ Philippine President Benigno

Aquino defended a
controversial cybercrime law
penalising online libel, a day
after the top court upheld its
legality in a setback for
campaigners who argue it
could curb Internet freedom.

The Cybercrime Protection Act
was passed in 2012 to stamp
out online scourges such as
fraud, identity theft, spamming
and child pornography, but its
implementation was
suspended after coming under
challenge from various groups.

¢ However the Supreme Court
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ruled that one of its most
controversial provisions, the
section which penalises cyber
libel, “is not unconstitutional”.
¢ Aquino defended the ruling,
saying the law would not be
used to stifle dissent in the
Philippines, considered to be

one of Asia’'s most
freewheeling democracies.
Third

Longest rail tunnel in China

¢ The longest railway tunnel in
China’s northwestern Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Region has
been completed which spans
across 22.449 km

¢ The tunnel is the longest of its
kind in Xinjiang and the third-
longest in China, according to
the Urumqi Railway Bureau
(URB).

¢ Undertaken by the URB and the
China Railway 18 Bureau
Group Co. Ltd, the tunnel took
about seven years to build.

¢ The tunnel is part of Nanjiang
Railway’s second trunk that
links Turpan with Korla in south-
ern Xinjiang.

Anti-gay bill controversy in
Arizona

¢ Arizona’s governor vetoed a bill
that would have protected
people who assert their reli-
gious beliefs in refusing service
to gay and lesbian customers,
ending a proposal that put
America’s deep polarisation
over gay rights on stark display.

¢

¢

¢

The
Republicans in the state’s
Legislature set off a national
debate over religion and
discrimination, and opponents
called it an open attack on gay

bill backed by

people.
Similar bills are making their way
through  several state

legislatures. Some are intended
to protect gay-marriage bans,
others to protect individuals or
businesses who, for religious
reasons, don’t want to serve
same-sex couples.

Three Republicans who voted
for the bill last week changed
course and urged Ms. Brewer
to veto it. They said in a letter
to Brewer that while the intent
of their vote “was to create a
shield for all citizens’ religious
liberties, the bill has been
mischaracterized by its
opponents as a sword for
religious intolerance.”

The Center for Arizona Policy,
a powerful social conservative
group that backs conservative
Christian legislation and is
opposed to gay marriage,
argues the law is needed to
protect against increasingly
activist federal courts and
simply clarifies existing state
law.

Arizona’s voters approved a
ban on gay marriage as a state
constitutional amendment in
2008. A lawsuit challenging the
ban is still in its early stages.
Arizona is one of 29 states with
such constitutional

[ http://upscportal.com
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prohibitions, according to the
National Conference of State
Legislatures.

UN call for probe

¢

Sri Lanka has rejected U.N.
High Commissioner for Human
Rights Navi Pillay’s call for an
international inquiry into the
allegations of rights abuse and
war crimes in the country,
saying it has a “preconceived,
politicised and prejudicial
agenda.”

In what seemed an indication
of Colombo’s strong resistance
to international intervention —
a U.S.-sponsored resolution, to
be tabled in Geneva soon, is
likely to call for an international
probe — the government
criticised her remarks as having
scant or no regard for the
country’s domestic processes.
Ms. Pillay’s report reflected
bias and was tantamount to an
unwarranted interference in
the internal affairs of a
sovereign state.

Ms. Pillay’s report — now made
public — gets into details of
allegations of war crimes, rights
abuse, state repression of the
media and attack on religious
freedom, citing emerging
evidence. The government has
termed them baseless.

Chinese man sued

Government over smog

¢

A Chinese man in a smoggy
northern city has become the
first person in the country to sue
the government for failing to
curb air pollution
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¢ Li Guixin, a resident of
Shijiazhuang, capital of Hebei
province, has submitted his
complaint to a district court,
asking the Shijiazhuang
Municipal Environmental
Protection Bureau to “perform
its duty to control air pollution
according to the law”.

¢ He is also seeking
compensation from the agency
for residents for the choking
pollution that has engulfed
Shijiazhuang, and much of
northern China, this winter.

¢ Northern China has in recent
days been suffering its worst air
pollution crisis in months.

¢ Authorities have introduced
countless orders and policies
and made innumerable vows to
clean up the environment but
the problem only seems to get
worse.

Makkah-Medina high speed
railway

Defence Minister to visit Riyadh
in 2012.

+ For now, India is setting its

sights on railways.

Anti-gay bill in Uganda

¢ Two of Islam’s holiest cities,
Makkah and Medina will now
have an Indian connection.

¢ The Indian labour force will be
roped in for the Haramain High
Speed Railway project —
Saudi Arabia’s plan to connect
the two cities by high speed
trains. The rails for the tracks will
also be supplied by Indian
companies.

¢ Till recently, Saudi Arabia was
India’s biggest crude supplier
while receiving labour for its
construction projects. These
two factors have remained
constant although there are
operational hiccups. Saudi
petro giant Aramco turned
down India’s request for more
extra light crude and withdrew
credit facilities for an Indian
public sector oil company.

¢ Thetwo sides had agreed on a
defence MoU when A.K.
Antony became the first Indian

G

. Desplte appeals from South

Africa’s retired Archbishop
and Nobel Laureate Desmond
Tutu and U.S. President Barack
Obama, Uganda’s president is
expected to sign a
controversial anti-gay bill that
allows harsh penalties for
homosexual offenses.

¢ The bill is popular in Uganda,

but rights groups have
condemned it as draconian in
a country where homosexuality
is already illegal.

¢ The law punishes first-time

offenders with 14 years in jail.
It also sets life imprisonment as
the penalty for acts of
“aggravated homosexuality.”
The bill originally proposed the
death penalty for some
homosexual acts, but that was
later removed amid
international criticism.

Heinz Awards
+ Two Indian-origin persons are

—
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among the five recipients of
this year’s prestigious Heinz
Awards. They were honoured
for their contribution in the
areas of arts, environment,
publlc policy and technology.

! - i
¢ The five recipients of the 19th

Heinz awards will be honoured
ataceremony in April. They will
receive a cash award of
$250,000 each as well as a
medallion inscribed with the
image of U.S. Senator John
Heinz on one side and a
rendering of a globe passing
between two hands on the
other.

Abraham Verghese of Stanford
has been honoured as a
critically acclaimed best-selling
author and Sanjeev Arora of
Albuquerque recognised for
revolutionising community
health care using video
conferencing technology.

Mr Verghese’s memoir, My Own
Country, about treating
patients with AIDS in rural
Tennessee, was a finalist for the
National Book Critics Circle
Award and was made into a
film.
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First Indian-American
Surgeon General of the US

[Nt e N

¢ Aninfluential group of Indian-
American doctors has
campaigned at the Capitol Hill
for Dr Vivek Murthy, who has
been nominated by President
Barack Obama for the post of
Surgeon General of the United
States.

On the eve of his confirmation,
a delegation of American
Association of Physicians of
Indian Origin (AAPI) met
eminent Senators to lobby for
the quick confirmation of 36-
year-old Murthy. If he’s
confirmed, Dr Murthy would
not only be the first-ever
Indian-American to occupy this
post, but also the youngest ever

L

Surgeon General of the US.

If confirmed, Murthy will also
become the 19th surgeon
general for an office that was
established in 1871 in the US.
As the Surgeon General,
Murthy will be the leading
spokesperson on matters of
public health in the US and the
operational head of the 6500-
strong US Public Health
Service Commissioned Corps,
one of the seven uniformed
services of the United States
that includes the army, navy, air
force and marines.

India-China border issue

¢

India and China held two
crucial meetings on the border
issue recently.

[ http://upscportal.com

¢

The fifth meeting of the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination
on India-China Border Affairs
reviewed recent
developments, especially in the
Western Sector (the Ladakh
region).

Implementation of the Border
Defence Cooperation
Agreement, additional
confidence-building measures
and further steps for
maintaining peace and
tranquillity were also discussed,
said a release from the Ministry
of External Affairs.

Unlike the Working Mechanism,
aimed at resolving day-to-day
patrolling issues, the Special
Representatives talks, pitched
on a higher level, are meant to
settle the entire boundary issue
through consultations.

The Indian delegation is led by
National Security Adviser
Shivshankar Menon and the
Chinese team by State
Councillor Yang Jiechi at the
two-day meeting.
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Trial of the two Italian
marines in India

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

¢ Meanwhile, according to
diplomatic sources , Rome
might freeze a number of
treaties being negotiated with
India.

Indian authorities have given
their nod to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
which is probing the matter, to
prosecute the marines under
the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts against Safety of Maritime

it, India is pitching for Canadian
refineries in the country to
overcome this technical glitch.
According to experts, demand
for liquids is expected to
reduce due to an increase in
energy from gas, nuclear and
renewable sources. In India,
however, the share of liquids
may remain constant but the
absolute demand may double
in 20 years.

Navigation And Fixed Platforms
on Continental Shelf Act (SUA). Death of
The SUA carries death penalty.

Indian workers in Qatar

¢ ltaly has petitioned the U.N.

over the trial of its two marines
in India under a strict anti-
piracy law for the killing of two
Indian fishermen, and said it
would exercise “all options” to
bring back the naval personnel.
Italy has “initiated contact”
with the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights over “the lack of
charges” and the “restriction of
freedom” placed on the
marines since 2012.

India- Canada to improve ties

India removed the possibility of
a death penalty but insisted
that the marines would still be
prosecuted under the anti-
piracy law. Now, they face up
to 10 years in jail.

Rome wants the marines to be
tried in Italy, claiming the
incident took place in
international waters. However,
New Delhi says it has the right
to try the Italians as the victims
were Indians on board an
Indian fishing boat.

¢ India and Canada are pressing

ahead with high level
engagements to develop
closer ties in ensuring food and
energy security besides

investing in the sub-continent.

¢ Although there has been

disappointment over sourcing
Canadian crude because not
many public sector can process

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

¢ More than 450 Indian migrant

workers have died in Qatar in
the last two years - the grim
statistics once again
underscoring the worrisome
human rights record of the Gulf
state, which is racing to
complete mega-construction
project ahead of the 2022
football World Cup.

The Indian embassy in Doha
revealed this information in
response to a Right to
Information request that was
filed by AFP.

The data showed that 237
Indian workers had died in
2012 alone, and another 218,
the following year. The
shocking numbers, compiled
till December 5, showed that
the average monthly death toll
on Indian expat workers in
Qatar is around 20. The monthly
fatalities had peaked in August
2013, when 27 people had
died.

The Indian embassy has not
provided details regarding the
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causes or the locations of the
deaths. Neither did it reveal its
correspondence with the
government in New Delhi
regarding the overall condition
of Indian nationals in the Gulf
country.

¢ In 2013, the International
Labour Organisation slammed
Qatar for failing to implement
an international convention
banning the use of forced
labour.

India and the piracy contact
group

¢ India, which has the largest
number of pirates in its custody,
is a very important member of

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses
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¢ U.S. Coordinator for Counter

Piracy and Maritime Security
Donna Hopkins said “India is a
very important member of the
Contact Group and, in fact,
chaired a plenary” and has
more pirates under its custody
than any other country.

¢ Ms. Hopkins said at present
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by
s

il . e
India & The World

about 1,430 Somali pirates —
either suspected and being
tried or convicted and in prison
in 21 countries. Somalia, after
India, has the largest number
of pirates under its custody.

¢ There has been a remarkable

drop in piracy and it was
primarily due to two things:
proactive counter-piracy
operations by the many national
navies and missions that are
preventing and disrupting
pirate attacks off the coast of
Somalia and in the eastern
Indian Ocean, and better self-
protection by commercial
ships, including the use of
embarked armed security
teams.
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9-member panel set up by
IRDA

S

Insurance regulator IRDA has
set up a nine-member
committee to review the 14
non-legislative
recommendations made by the
Financial Sector Legislative
Reforms Commission (FSLRC).
The committee will also
examine the extant legislative
and regulatory framework in
compliance 14 non-legislative
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said the committee will submit
its report by April-end.

The committee members
include C.R. Muralidharan, G.
Prabhakara, and Mathew
Varghese, all ex-Members,
IRDA and M.S. Sahoo, ex-
Member, SEBI.

The committee will identify the
gaps and possible
improvements in the extant
framework vis-a-vis the 14 NLR.
The panel will also suggest
changes or modifications to the
extant framework in
compliance with the 14 NLR.

Import tariff value of gold &
silver

D)

r

i

per kg, respectively, taking into
account the volatility in the
global prices

Import tariff value is the base
price at which customs duty is
determined to prevent under-
invoicing. The tariff value is
revised on a fortnightly basis
after analysing the global price
trend.

The notification in this regard
has been issued by the Central
Board of Excise and Customs
(CBEQ).

Gold is the second largest
import item for India after
petroleum. However, gold
imports are expected to
decline this year as government
has taken several measures to
curb shipments to address the
high current account deficit.

recommendations (NLRS).

¢ The non-legislative
recommendations are related
with consumer protection,
transparency and capacity
building, among others.

¢ The Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority (IRDA)

Interest rate futures as
hedging instrument

¢ Interest rate futures, which
were launched across three
bourses and touted as a much-
needed hedging instrument,
are seeing a sharp drop in

¢ Government slasd the import
tariff value on gold and silver to
$404 per ten grams and $635
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participation already.

IRFs are contracts, which allow
a bond investor to hedge
against interest rates, and have
the option of being settled in
cash without the physical
bond.

Volumes have slipped to as low
as Rs 476.35 crore from Rs
3,080 crore notched on their
launch day on the National
Stock Exchange (NSE).
Turnover on the MCX-SX and
BSE have seen a fall of 74% and
70%, respectively.

Banks can keep 24% of their
bond portfolio under HTM and
the portfolio is not required to
be marked to market prices.
Banks can move their bonds
from available-for-sale and
held-for-trading portfolios to
the HTM once in every financial
year.

There is also a lack of
participation from public
sector banks, the biggest
market participants of the bond
market.

Rationalising reserve prices

,-_-;" f. _

+ Rationalisation of spectrum
reserve prices has helped the
government get Rs.40,000 crore
of bids on the opening day of
the ongoing auction.
People are now expected to
realise how irrational it was at
that point in time for media and
everybody to shout that the
government is  losing
revenue,according to Mr. Sibal
said, while referring to lowering

of the base price compared to
2013 auction, which did not
evoke much response from
mobile firms.

¢ The architectural vision of ‘Gl

Cloud’ encompasses a set of
discrete cloud computing
environments spread across
multiple locations, built on
existing or augmented
infrastructure, following a set of
common protocols, guidelines
and standards issued by the
Centre.

Some of its features include
self-service portal, multiple
cloud solutions, secured VPN
access and multi location
cloud.

Output of India’s pvt sector
¢ India’s private sector output

contracted for the seventh
consecutive month in January
as services sector output
remained weak amid tough
economic conditions.

The fall was largely on account
of drop in services sector
output unlike the
manufacturing sector which
had seen acceleration in
production growth in January.
Service providers in the country
reported falling new business
orders for the seventh month
running in January, amid
increased competition for new
work, deteriorating confidence
among clients and weaker
underlying demand.

Retail or CPI inflation in
December moderated to a
three-month low of 9.87 per
cent, while the wholesale or
WPl was at 5-month low of 6.16
per cent during the month.

FlIs, NRIs to invest in
insurance

¢ The government has allowed

26 percent foreign investment
in activities related to

[ http://upscportal.com
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insurance, like broking, third
party administrators and
surveyors, and permitted FllIs
and NRIs to also invest in
insurers within the stipulated

cap.
e
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¢ Under the norms nétified, 26

percent foreign investment,
including foreign direct
investment (FDI), Foreign
Institutional Investors (FII) and
Non-Resident Indians (NRI) will
be allowed under the
automatic route in insurance
companies, insurance brokers,
Third Party Administrators
(TPAs), surveyors and loss
assessees.

¢ The decision will come into

force with immediate effect,
the note added. Insurance
brokers are entities which, for
remuneration, arrange
insurance contracts with
insurers or reinsurers on behalf
of their clients. TPAs help in
facilitating health insurance on
behalf of insurers.

+ All these entities are required

to obtain a licence from the
IRDA for undertaking specific
activities. The relaxation falls
short of the demand of
insurance industry which has
been pleading for hiking the
FDI cap in the sector to 49 per
cent, from 26 per cent at
present. The Insurance Laws
Amendment Bill, which seeks
to raise the cap, has been
pending in Parliament since
2008 and is unlikely to be taken
up in the ongoing session due
to lack of political consensus.
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¢ The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has permitted four non-
bank entities to set up white
label ATMs in India.

¢ The RBI has issued Certificate
of Authorisation to Tata
Communications Payment
Solutions Ltd., Prizm Payment
Services Pvt. Ltd., Muthoot
Finance Ltd., and Vakrangee
Ltd. for setting up and
operating white label ATMs.

¢ Of these, three have already
launched their services.
Vakrangee is likely to
commence its service shortly.

¢ The objective of permitting
non-banks to operate white
label ATMs was to enhance the
spread of ATMs in semi-urban
and rural areas, where bank-
owned ATM penetration has
not been growing.

Flls to purchase shares in
Dabur India

¢ The Reserve Bank allowed
Foreign Institutional Investors
(Flls) to purchase shares in
Dabur India up to 30 per cent
of the firm’s paid up capital.

¢ FlIs have been allowed to buy
more shares in Dabur India as
the company has passed a
special resolution to enhance

the limit for purchase of its
equity shares and convertible
debentures by Flls.

a0
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¢ Flls, through primary market
and stock exchanges, can now
purchase up to 30 per cent of
the paid up capital of Dabur
India Limited under the
Portfolio Investment Scheme

(PIS).

As per data available on the
BSE, Flls held 19.94 per cent
shares in Dabur India as of
quarter ended December
2013.

FlIs, NRIs and PIOs are allowed
to invest in the primary and
secondary capital markets in
India through PIS.

RBI monitors the ceilings on
FII/NRI/PIO investments in
Indian companies on a daily
basis.

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

¢ For effective monitoring of

foreign investment ceiling
limits, the Reserve Bank has
fixed cut-off points that are two
percentage points lower than
the actual ceilings.

The burden of interest on the
government’s borrowings

¢ The burden of interest on the

government’s borrowings is
estimated to grow at 17 per
cent this fiscal. The Finance
Ministry estimates that the
Centre’s expenditure on
interest payments will grow 17
per cent to Rs. 3,604,244 crore
in 2013-14, according to the
economic and functional
classification of the Union
Budget .

This is even greater than the
UPA government’s subsidy bill
for the year, estimated at Rs.
2,42 255 crore. A rate of growth
of interest payments that is
faster than the rate of growth
of the economy is not a good
trend.

Interest payments are growing
five percentage points faster
than GDP growth. The Central
Statistical Office estimates the
GDP growth rate for the year
will be 12.3 per cent.
Consumption expenditure,
mainly salaries, will grow at 17
per cent in 2013-14 to Rs.
3,15,318 crore as against 12 per
cent the previous year.
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# Nissan has displaced Maruti to

become the second-largest
passenger car exporter from
India. Hyundai remains the
number one car exporter.
Nissan has been shipping more
India-built cars than Maruti in
the past two months, and it has
now emerged as the second
big exporter of cars with its
total volumes standing at
94,931 units when compared
with Maruti’s exports of 79,945
units in the first 10 months of
current fiscal. In the year-ago
period, Nissan and Maruti
exported 80,867 units and
95,526 units, respectively.
Though the domestic car
market is going through its
worst phase with plummeting
sales, exports continue to
maintain some momentum with
a marginal growth. Over all
passenger vehicle exports,
however, have seen a rise of
seven per cent, driven by a
significant growth in exports of
utility vehicles.

Many global brands have made
Indian operations as their
manufacturing hub for small
cars and have been attempting
to sell India-built cars in more
markets in view of the slump in

domestic sales as also to take
advantage of weak rupee.

India to combat black money

unveiled a new “game-
changing” mechanism to
combat the menace of offshore
tax evasion, a protocol to
which India is a signatory with
the purpose of tackling black

money.
The Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development
will formally present the
standard for the endorsement
of G20 finance ministers during
a February 22-23 meeting in
Sydney in Australia,” the world
body, whose economic
policies are followed by over
120 countries..

The G20 invited the OECD to
develop a global standard on
automatic exchange of
information in 2013 and
remains the driving force
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behind the move toward
greater tax transparency
worldwide.

India has already signed the
OECD'’s global standard for
automatic exchange of
information between tax
authorities two years back and
once the new format is
implemented, the country will
follow the new protocols
envisaged in it.

OECD Secretary General Angel
Gurria called the new norms a
“game changer.”

The new standard on
automatic exchange of
information will ramp up
international tax co-operation,
putting governments back on
a more even footing as they
seek to protect the integrity of
their tax systems and fight tax
evasion.

Mor committee suggestions

¢ Reserve Bank Governor

Raghuram Rajan has termed the
changes in priority sector
lending norms suggested by
the Nachiket Mor committee as
“interesting ideas” which need
to be discussed.

¢ Among other things, the

committee on financial
inclusion headed by Mor, a
former executive director with
ICICI Bank, has suggested a
weightage-based approach to
the priority sector lending
norms, which stress leveraging
of strengths by a bank, and
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incentivizing lending to the
credit deprived sections and
regions.

¢ Through this approach, the
committee feels a bank’s
maximum priority sector
lending can touch the 50 per
cent mark, as against the
present requirement of 40 per
cent.

¢ As per the report, submitted
last month, a bank having
strength in farm credit should
leverage its strength and do
more of it, while some other
bank having a strength in small
enterprises loan should focus
on its core strength.

¢ The Mor committee also talks
of certain credit deprived areas
such as the north-east, and

storage or warehousing of
paddy was excluded from the
levy of service tax. Rice was not.
The distinction is somewhat
artificial. Hence, | propose to
exempt loading, unloading,
packing, storage and
warehousing of rice from
service tax.”

The FM’s decision comes
following pressure from Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalithaa
who had shot off a letter to
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh seeking his personal
intervention in the issue. She
had also sought to remit and
return the already levied
service tax since July 1, 2012.

China and Pakistan’s
“economic corridor”

incentivising banks to lend
more there by giving greater
weightage.

Service Tax
Exemption for Rice

i h"-'.: W " r .

¢ Finance Minister P
Chidambram has announced
that service tax would be

¢ The economic corridor,

envisages expanding road
links, building railway lines and
installing energy pipelines
linking Xinjiang with the
Gwadar port in Pakistan.

Some Chinese companies have
voiced concern about stability
and security in Pakistan, while
violent attacks in southern
Xinjiang, located next to the
PoK border, have been
blamed by local officials on
terror outfits with links to
Pakistan-based groups.

World'’s top importer of Gold

abolished on rice from the
staple’s loading to storage
stage.

¢ Rice was originally exempt from
service tax. However, later the
Finance Ministry had said that
only paddy is agri-produce,
while rice is a processed item.

¢ Presenting the interim budget
for 2014-15 fiscal, Mr.
Chidambram said that by virtue
of the definition of ‘agricultural
produce’ in Finance Act 2012,
read with the Negative List,

lIJIIIt

e

ﬁmh,,mmuhm

¢ Chinese demand for gold bars,

coins and jewelry soared by
32% to record levels in 2013,
even as the price of gold

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

¢ The surge in buying saw China

overtake India as the world’s
top consumer of physical gold,
importing 1,066 metric tons of
the metal to India’s 975 metric
tons in 2013, according to new
data from the World Gold
Council. (A metric ton is equal
to about 2,240 pounds.)

In  India, consumption
increased by 13% but further
growth was curbed by import
restrictions aimed at narrowing
the country’s current-account
deficit. The council estimates
around 200 metric tons was
smuggled into the country.
China’s lead over India as the
world’s top importer is likely to
be sustained.

Changes in excise duty
¢ The Interim Budget has some

good news and some bad for
consumers. Two-wheelers and
cars will be cheaper while low-
end mobile phones will be a
bit more expensive due to
changes in excise duty.
Auto-makers, including Tata
Motors, Hyundai, Maruti Suzuki
and Honda Cars India, have al-
ready announced that they
would be passing on the ben-
efits of the excise duty cut to
the consumer.

Mobile phones that cost less
than Rs. 2,000 are set to cost
more after Mr. Chidambaram’s
decision to levy a uniform
excise duty on phones across
price bands.

Burden of student loan eases

¢ With an eye on the country’s

youth bulge, Union Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram has
proposed a moratorium period
for all education loans taken up
to March 31, 2009, and
outstanding at the close of the
2012-13 fiscal. However, such
student-borrowers — estimated
to be in the vicinity of nine lakh

slumped 28%.
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— would have to pay interest
for the period beginning
January 1, 2014.

¢ Of the view that such students
“deserve some relief”’, the
Minister said Rs. 2,600 crore
would be set aside in the
current financial year itself for
the purpose. This will be
transferred to Canara Bank
which is the designated banker
for the Central Scheme for
Interest Subsidy (CSIS).
Dwelling at some length on the
CSIS with respect to education
loans, Mr. Chidambaram said
the Government had
introduced this in the 2009-10
Budget to take over the burden
of interest for the duration of
study and a little beyond from
Apiril 1, 2000.

Future of Telangana economy
¢ Post bifurcation of Andhra

Pradesh, the information
technology and
pharmaceuticals
manufacturing sectors may
become backbone of
Telangana economy, leaving
power production, ports and
oil and natural gas to play a
pivotal role in driving
prosperity in the residuary state.
With nearly 1,000km-long coast
line, the coastal Andhra has
major private ports such as
Krishnapatnam, Kakinada and
Gangavaram, besides state-
owned Vizag Port and can
continue to reap rich harvest
by way of export and import of

commodities such as iron ore
and coal.

¢ According to experts,

Telangana is likely to face
power shortage of up to 2,000
MW after the state is formed.
Of the 8,924.86 MW installed
capacity of state power utility
APGenco, about 54 per cent
(4,825 MW) is located in
Telangana, while 46 per cent is
in the Seemandhra region.
However, 52 per cent capacity
in Telangana lies in hydro
power, which is available only
when reservoirs receive good
inflows, while just 48 per cent
capacity is available through
coal-fired power plants.

First ‘Auto City’ in India

M

The Tamil Nadu government
will set up an ‘Auto City’,
considered a first of its kind
initiative under the automobile
and auto component policy
launched by Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa.

It will be under the theme
‘Tamil Nadu, the Partner in
Automotive Sector Investment’.
The state government would
form an Automotive Industrial
Development Centre offering
investment facilitation services
to companies willing to invest
in the automotive industry.

It said AIDC would help the
government put in place
appropriate policy framework.
It would also support and
facilitate its implementation
and interventions aimed at
making Tamil Nadu a

Economy

destination for manufacture
and export of motor vehicles.

¢ As per AIDC, the government

would set up an “Auto City”, a
state-of-the-art over 1,000
hectare industrial park as a JV
for domestic and global
automotive and auto-
component firms.

Tamil Nadu accounts for 35 per
cent of India’s auto component
production worth USD 6.2
billion.

# Aimed at making Chennai one

of the top five global auto-
clusters, the state government
unveiled the first of its kind
automobile policy, an industrial
policy and second volume of
‘Tamil Nadu Vision 2023’.

Online education category

0.. Online marketplace Snapdeal

launched by Snapdeal

=

has announced foray into
services space with the launch
of ‘online learning and
education’ category.

The platform will enable
consumers to access a wide
assortment of test preparation
material, certificate courses,
classroom training and online
coursesand it will include
preparing for the civil services
entrance examination,
certification in Java, Microsoft
or wealth management, among
others.

Brands such as Edukart,
Simplilearn, Meritnation,
EasySkillz, Practice Guru and
Test Funda have already listed
their e-learning packages on
the site.
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Economy

Bitcoin banned in Vietnam
¢ Vietnam banned the virtual

currency bitcoin, citing its ease
of use for criminal purposes and
its high risk for investors.
Transaction by bitcoin is highly
anonymous so bitcoin can
become a tool for crimes like
money laundering, drug
trafficking, tax evasion, illegal
payment.

It did not outline punishments
for violations of the ban. Online

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses
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remove interest rate ceilings on
smaller foreign-currency
deposits in Shanghai Free
Trade Zone from March 1 as
part of long-anticipated
financial reforms.

¢ Traders expect strong demand

for VIX futures, including for
speculative trading, even
though recent launches by
India’s largest exchange of
other products, such as a listing
platform for small and medium-
sized companies, failed to gain
much traction.

India’s broader VIX index,
which was launched in April
2008 under license, has
become a popular barometer
of sentiment for domestic

3 Dposits of less than. USD 3 )
million owned by businesses FY’15 growth pegged at 5.5%

access to several popular
bitcoin trading sites overseas
appeared to be blocked.

investors.

The sudden closure of one of
the largest bitcoin exchanges
this week in Japan has raised
concerns about the future of
the digital currency.

Voltas and Dow Chemical
Pacific’s Joint venture

¢ Voltas and Dow Chemical

Pacific (Singapore) Pte Ltd.
have agreed to set up a joint
venture company in India to tap
the growing water and waste
water treatment market. The
proposed new company,
Voltas Water Solutions Private
Ltd., will be an equal
partnership joint venture.

The company will market and
distribute standard packaged
water treatment systems and
waste water treatment systems
to residential and commercial
complexes and light industrial
markets.

The entity’s operations would
include designing, procuring,
testing, marketing, selling and
servicing of such standard
water treatment systems and
waste water treatment systems.

and agencies registered in the
zone or by individuals who have
worked in the zone for more
than one year will receive the
same rate of interest, the
Shanghai branch of the
People’s Bank of China.
Currently, regulatory caps apply
to one-year or other shorter-
term deposits in US dollars,
Japanese yen, euros and Hong
Kong dollars.

China launched the Shanghai
pilot free trade zone last year
as a part of its new set of fiscal
reforms to halt the economic
slowdown and revitalise the
world’s second largest
economy.

VIX futures

Foreign currency deposit
rates lifted in China

¢ The National Stock Exchange

has launched trading of futures
tied to its VIX volatility index,
known as the “fear gauge,”
providing a key hedging tool
against uncertainty ahead of
general elections and weaker
global market sentiment.

The futures are tied to VIX,
which is modeled on the
Chicago Board Options
Exchange’s popular index and
measures expected near-term

Stating that the forthcoming
elections will delay the reform
process and hurt growth,
international rating agency
Moody’s said that it expects
growth to pick up to only 5.5
per cent in FY’15.

Growth has been below the
trend for much of FY’14 and the
government’s official estimate
pegs it at 4.9 per cent, a bit
higher than 4.5 per cent
achieved in FY’13. Elections
are scheduled for April-May.
The agency also gave a
negative outlook for non-
financial corporates in 2014 on
weak economy, political
uncertainty and effects of the
US Fed’s tapering.

It specifically said domestically
focused sectors like real estate,
cement, automotive, steel,
metals and mining, and retail

¢ In a move to further liberalise
foreign currency deposits,
China’s central bank said it will

volatility for shares based on

! ) which are dependent on
prices of options.

“vagaries of regulation and
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policy-setting” have negative
outlooks.

Asia Pacific’s biggest market
for biz jets

¢ India has emerged as the
biggest fleet owner of business

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

aircraft in the Asia Pacific
surpassing China with business
houses and high net worth
individuals (HNIs) acquiring
aircraft.

Even during the economic
slowdown period of 2008- 12,
Indian businessmen purchased
38 per cent more aircraft than
the previous five years as per
estimates by Beechcraft
Corporation.

¢ As per latest data from

Beechcraft, 65 business aircraft
were delivered in India

[ http://upscportal.com

Economy

between 2008 and 2012, up
from 47 in the previous five
years. This was compared to
119 delivered in China, 19 in
Japan, 47 in Hong Kong and 10
in South Korea.

Quoting Knight Frank Wealth
Report 2013, Beechcraft said
the number of wealthy
businessmen (HNIs) in India
would double from 8,481 in
2012 to 17,032 in 2022. During
the same period, the number
of HNIs in China will grow 137
per cent from 10,849 to
25,660.
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‘Hejje’, mobile application

T W
". -

¢ Tiger-tracking and wildlife con-
servation have a new mobile
application for vigorous moni-
toring and better coordination
of anti-poaching camp person-
nel at Bandipur.
¢ For, “Hejje” (Pug mark), an in-
digenously developed An-
droid-based application, was
launched at Bandipur. It will
help coordinate foot patrolling
of forest staff apart from pro-
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viding the range forest officers
live update of their respective
anti-poaching patrolling activi-
ties such as patrol time, water
level in lakes, suspicious activi-
ties, tree population and forest
fires.

The application, launched by
Conservator of Forests and Di-
rector of Bandipur Tiger Re-
serve H.C. Kantharaj, has been
developed by KeyFalcon So-

[ http://upscportal.com

lutions of Bangalore.

Tigers in Bandipur, a prime ti-
ger habitat, are vulnerable to
poaching. Effective protection
of this habitat calls for
modernisation, and the induc-
tion of “Hejje” adds a new pro-
tocol to the monitoring system.
The adjoining BRT Wildlife
Sanctuary makes use of a simi-
lar application called “Huli”.

HIV salvage therapy

¢ India has launched third-line

drug therapy for people living
with HIV/AIDS and extended
free anti-retroviral therapy
(ART) to more of them by re-
vising the eligibility norm.

The third-line therapy, some-
times called salvage or rescue
therapy, is prescribed for
people who have limited drug
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options left — after the failure
of at least two drug regimens
and with evidence of HIV re-

sistance to at least one drug in
each line or the latter cause
alone. The highly expensive
therapy will be provided free.
Announcing these measures at
the launch of the National AIDS
Control Programme Phase IV
(2012-2017) here, Union
Health Minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad said the third-line therapy
would enhance longevity and
improve the quality of life of
patients.

For receiving free ART, the
minimum CD4-count limit had
been reduced from 500 to 350.
The count is a measure of the
viral load.

The government has tabled the
Human Immunodeficiency Vi-
rus Acquired Immune Defi-
ciency Syndrome (Prevention
and Control) Bill, 2014, in the
Rajya Sabha. It seeks to prevent
the spread of HIV/AIDS and
protect the human rights of
people living with it.

At present, India is estimated
to have 2.39 million people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS.

The Bill seeks to prohibit any
kind of discrimination against
the infected person — for in-
stance, denial or termination of
employment or occupation, un-
fair treatment, denial of access
to any sector and forcible HIV
testing.

Solar Impulse

¢ Indians are going to witness a

spectacle in the skies as
world’s first day and night fly-
ing solar-powered wide bod-
ied aircraft will fly into India as
part of its round the globe jour-
ney.

Termed as ‘Signature in the
Skies,’ the flying laboratory will
provide Indian clean energy

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

and aviation enthusiasts a life-
time experience. Switzerland
based Solar Impulse, world’s
first day and night-abled solar-
powered aircraft is all set to visit
India in April 2015.

¢ Itis for the first time in history
that an airplane has succeeded
in flying night and day without
fuel, powered by only solar
energy. It is launched by
Bertrand Piccard and Mr.
Borschberg.

Environmental clearance to
300-MW hydroelectric power
project

¢ Environmental clearance was
granted to a 300-MW hydro-
electric power project on Feb-
ruary 3 even as a Supreme Court
order dated August 13, 2013
clearly said the Union Ministry
of Environment and Forests
(MoEF) and the State govern-
ment must “not grant any fur-
ther environmental clearance or
forest clearance for any hydro-
electric power project in the
State of Uttarakhand, until fur-
ther orders.”

¢ The 300-MW Lakhwar project,
which received the clearance
from the MoEF, is located in the

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

Upper Yamuna River Basin in
Dehradun.

In 1986, a 420-MW Lakhwar-
Vyasi hydroelectric power
project was granted environ-
mental clearance. The project
was then under the Uttar
Pradesh Irrigation Department.
Work continued till about 1992.
The projects are now under the
Uttarakhand Jal Vidyut Nigam
Limited (UJVNL). Once the
projects were divided into a
120-MW Vyasi project and a
300-MW Lakhwar project, a
separate environmental clear-
ance was sought for the Vyasi
project.

For environmental clearance,
the Expert Appraisal Commit-
tee considered the Lakhwar
project in November 2010.
However, many unresolved is-
sues were raised by the EAC,
including those related to the
construction of a barrage.

Green Energy Corridors

i -

¢ The s.1,593—crore Green En-

ergy Corridors project of the
Tamil Nadu Transmission Cor-
poration (TANTRANSCO) will
be the State’s first power
project to be funded by the
KfW, a German development
bank.

¢ Announced in the State bud-

get tabled in the Assembly a
few days ago, the project will
cover essentially southern and
western districts of the State,
where most of the wind mills
have been established.

It will take care of transmitting
power from wind mills, the
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point of generation, to sub-sta-
tions.

Originally, the State govern-
ment had sought the Centre’s
support for the project. As
there was not much progress,
the authorities decided to seek
the assistance of the KfW.

World’s
largest solar power plant

¢ The Corporation is carrying out

transmission projects at a cost
of Rs.5,000 crore, with loan as-
sistance of Rs.3,572 crore from
the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency to strengthen
the transmission network, espe-
cially in Chennai.

¢ Awindy stretch of the Mojave
Desert once roamed by tor-
toises and coyotes has been
transformed by hundreds of
thousands of mirrors into the
largest solar power plant of its
type in the world, a milestone
for a growing industry that is
testing the balance between
wilderness conservation and
the pursuit of green energy
across the American West.

The Ivanpah Solar Electric
Generating System, sprawling
across roughly 5 square miles
(13 sq. kilometers) of federal
land near the California-Nevada
border, opened after years of
regulatory and legal tangles
ranging from relocating pro-

emerging solar industry. While
solar power accounts for less
than 1 percent of the nation’s
power output, thousands of
projects from large, utility-scale
plants to small production sites
are under construction or be-

ing planned, particularly across
the sun-drenched Southwest.

¢ In 2012, the federal govern-

ment established 17 “solar en-
ergy zones” in an attempt to
direct development to land it
has identified as having fewer
wildlife and natural—resource
obstacles. The zones comprise
about 450 square miles (1,165
sq. kilometers) in six states: Cali-
fornia, Nevada, Arizona, Utah,
Colorado and New Mexico.

dead, has entered its third
“planned dormancy” even as
mechanical issues that might
cripple the vehicle still unre-
solved.

The rover named Yutu (Jade
Rabbit) in Chinese entered its
14-day dormancy, with the me-
chanical control issues unre-
solved, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported.

Yutu touched down on the

moon’s surface on December
15, some hours after lunar
probe Chang’e-3 landed.

The rover was designed to
roam the lunar surface for at
least three months to survey the
moon’s geological structure
and surface substances and
look for natural resources.
China is the third country to
soft-land on the moon after the
United States and the Soviet
Union. Chang’e-3 is part of the
second phase of China’s lunar
program, which includes orbit-
ing, landing and returning to
Earth.

The country has also sent
probes to orbit the moon in
2007 and 2010, the first of
which crashed onto the lunar
surface at the end of its mission.
According to the SASTIND,
the Chang’e-2 has become
China’s first man-made aster-

tected tortoises to assessing Jade Rabbit
the impact on Mojave milk-
weed and other plants.

¢ lvanpah is being described as
a marker for the United States’
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oid, and is currently 70 million

¢ China’s first lunar rover Jade km from the Earth.
Rabbit, which woke up ten Photosynthetic cyanobacteria
days ago after being declared

¢ Oxygen production by photo-
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synthetic cyanobacteria may
have initiated as early as three
billion years ago, much earlier
than previously thought.

California, Riverside provide a
nontraditional way of thinking
about the earliest accumulation
of oxygen in the atmosphere,
arguably the most important
biological event in Earth his-
tory.

¢ A general consensus asserts
that appreciable oxygen first
accumulated in Earth’s atmo-
sphere around 2.3 billion years
ago during the so-called Great
Oxidation Event (GOE).

¢ However, according to new re-
search, oxygen production by
photosynthetic cyanobacteria
may have initiated as early as 3
billion years ago.

¢ Oxygen concentrations in the
atmosphere potentially rose
and fell episodically over many
hundreds of millions of years,
reflecting the balance between
its varying photosynthetic pro-
duction and its consumption
through reaction with reduced
compounds such as hydrogen
gas.

New forest cover to be
created

¢ Government has cleared a plan
to create new forest cover and
improve the quality of existing
forests with an expenditure of
Rs. 13,000 crore in the 12th
Plan.

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

# Besides the two components,

which are to be implemented
through various measures in-
cluding decentralisation of for-
est governance, the proposed
National Mission for a Green
India (GIM) as a Centrally Spon-
sored Scheme will also strive to
achieve increased forest-based
livelihood income of house-
holds living in and around the
forests.

The Cabinet Committee on

Economic Affairs chaired by
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh approved the proposal
of the Ministry of Environment
and Forests.

The objectives of the Mission
during 12th Plan period in-
cludes increased forest/tree
cover and improved quality of
forest cover in two to eight mil-
lion hectares, along with im-
proved ecosystem services in-
cluding biodiversity, hydrologi-
cal services, increased forest-
based livelihood income of
households, living in and
around the forests, and en-
hanced annual CO2 sequestra-
tion.

Mission implementation will be
on a decentralized participa-
tory approach with involvement
of grass root level organisations
in planning, decision making,
implementation and monitor-
ing.

The gram sabha and the com-
mittees mandated by the gram
sabha, including revamped
Joint Forest Management Com-
mittees will oversee implemen-
tation at the village level.

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

The oldest known gem

Atiny gem found on an outback
sheep station in Western Aus-
tralia has been declared the
oldest known piece of our
planet.

The zircon is said to be 4.4bil-
lion years old and was found
by geoscience professor John
Valley from the University of
Wisconsin in the United States.
He was on a field trip to an area
called Jack Hills about 600km
north of Perth in 2001 when he
found the specimen. It’s an area
known for its ancient gem
stones which date back to
when the Earth’s temperatures
cooled and formed a crust.
Prof. Valley said the zircon was
formed when the Earth had
cooled sufficiently to form a
crust.

Discovery of 715 new planets

¢ NASA'’s Kepler mission has an-

nounced the discovery of 715
new planets.

These newly verified worlds
orbit 305 stars, revealing mul-
tiple-planet systems much like
our own solar system.

Since the discovery of the first
planets outside our solar system
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roughly two decades ago, veri-
fication has been a laborious
planet-by-planet process.

¢ Four of these new planets are
less than 2.5 times the size of
Earth and orbit in their sun’s
habitable zone, defined as the
range of distance from a star
where the surface temperature
of an orbiting planet may be
suitable for life-giving liquid
water.

¢ One of these new habitable
zone planets, called Kepler-
296f, orbits a star half the size
and 5 percent as bright as our

India’s largest solar plant

sun. Kepler-296f is twice the
size of Earth, but scientists do
not know whether the planet is
a gaseous world, with a thick
hydrogen-helium envelope, or
it is a water world surrounded
by a deep ocean.

This latest discovery brings the
confirmed count of planets
outside our solar system to
nearly 1700.

Launched in March 2009,
Kepler is the first NASA mission
to find potentially habitable
Earth-size planets.

project. They have tested our
fuel for its physio-chemical and
performance characteristics.
The carbon tax imposed by
Australia and the European
Union on the aviation indus-try
prompted airlines to run their
flights on bio-fuel.

Eco-sensitive zone around the
Okhla Bird Sanctuary

¢ Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi launched a 130-MW solar
power plant at Bhagwanpur in
Neemuch, Madhya Pradesh.

¢ The Welspun Solar MP project,
the largest solar power plant in
India set up at a cost of Rs.
1,100 crore on 305 hectares of
land, will supply power at Rs.
8.05 a kWh.

Cheaper bio-aviation fuel

¢ Based on pilot plant studies of
a state-of-the-art process de-
veloped by the Indian Institute
of Petroleum here, a unit in a
refinery is being revamped to
yield 40,000 tonnes a year of
bio-aviation turbine fuel at
competitive rates. It will be
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blended with fossil jet fuel for
running commercial flights.

¢ Under the recently developed

process, renewable aviation
fuel was produced from Jatro-
pha curcas oil through a non-
noble metal catalyst.

Pratt & Whitney, Canada, Indian
Oil Corporation Ltd. and
Hindustan Petroleum Corpora-
tion Ltd. are collaborating in the

The National Green Tribunal
has directed the Centre to take

an appropriate decision on the
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernments’ proposal recom-
mending creation of an eco-
sensitive zone around the
Okhla Bird Sanctuary.

¢ A Bench headed by Justice P.

Jyothimani also directed the
Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control
Board (UPPCB) to visit various
projects within 10 km of the
sanctuary and verify the cor-
rectness of the information ten-
dered by builders, on the basis
of which they have secured
environmental clearance.

The tribunal also asked the
Delhi government to send its
proposal about the eco-sensi-
tive zone around the sanctuary
to the Ministry of Environment
and Forests within 15 days.
During the hearing, U.P. submit-
ted that it had sent its proposal
recommending a 100-metre
eco-sensitive zone around the
bird sanctuary.
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Sochi Olympics and India

W,

SOCHI 2014

QQP

The names adorning just about
every available spot on Indian luger
Shiva Keshavan’s speedsuit are
written in faint gray letters, barely
visible to those even nearby.

They are not insignificant. For
the Sochi Olympics, those names are
essentially Keshavan’s flag.

India is not officially at the Sochi
Games, the nation suspended by the
International Olympic Committee
after it refused to ban corruption-
tainted officials from running for
elections. The suspension is
expected to be lifted after new

[,
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elections in the coming days, but
likely not come in time for Keshavan
and two other athletes from India -
both skiers - to actually represent their
country.

So instead, they will all race
under the Olympic flag in Sochi. And
in an effort to find a way to represent
his country without a flag, Keshavan
offered donors a chance to be listed
on his uniform. Some of those who
backed his quest for the Sochi Games
have their names on the white suit
that he will wear on race days.

Dipika Pallikal returns to top
10

=
Ly B

India’s top squash player Dipika

Pallikal has returned to the top 10 of

the world rankings for the first time
since December 2012.
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The 22-year-old moved two
places to be no.10 in the latest
Women’s Squash Association (WSA)
rankings despite enduring a tough
start to the year.

Dipika’s improvement in the
rankings can be attributed to her
performance towards the end of
2013 when she won the $35,000
Macau Open and reached the
quarterfinals of the $50,000 China
Open in Shanghai.

The Chennai-born player, who
was recently honoured with the
Padma Shri, opened her 2014
campaign at the Tournament of
Champions in New York where she
lost in the qualifiers to Annie Au of
Hong Kong.

Exhibition match to celebrate
the 200th anniversary of
Lord’s

Cricket legends Sachin
Tendulkar and Shane Warne lead the
two teams in an exhibition match to
celebrate the 200th anniversary of
Lord’s, the original Mecca of the
sport.
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Tendulkar lead the Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC), the owners of
the north-west London venue, while
the Aussie spin magician headlines a
Rest of the World side in a 50-overs
per side exhibition match on July 5.

Tendulkar, who was presented
with an MCC Honorary Life

Ranji title 2014

Membership in 2010, also said that it
will be a privilege to play at the ‘home
of cricket’ once again, while Warne,
who took 19 wickets in four Tests at
Lord’s, said that he is sure that the
match will be a lot of fun.

MCC, founded in 1787, moved
to its present site in the north-west
London suburb of St John’s Wood in
1814, with the ground owned by
entrepreneur Thomas Lord - hence
its name.

Although it is more than 40 years
since MCC ceased to run English
cricket, it retains worldwide
responsibility for the game’s ‘Laws’,
as cricket’s rules are known.

The moment of reckoning finally
dawned on the Karnataka team after
14 long seasons. And while seizing
the moment, the Karnataka players
ensured that they would not be
denied their shot at glory by
completing a seven-wicket win over
two-time champion Maharashtra at
Rajiv Gandhi Stadium to win the Ranji
trophy for the seventh time.

With Maharashtra resuming at
272 for six, Karnataka captain Vinay
Kumar had preferred pace for most
of the morning session, clearly in no
mood to give away easy runs. But it
was when he brought on 20-year-old
leg-spinner Shreyas Gopal that things

started happening; the latter did not
disappoint his captain, sending back
Srikant Mundhe (42, 75b, 3x4), who
was beginning to look dangerous,
and Akshay Darekar (13) in quick
succession.

The last time Karnataka won the
national championship was in 1999
when it defeated Madhya Pradesh in
the final.

Karnataka collected the
winner’s purse of Rs.2 crore and the
trophy from BCCI vice-president N.
Shivlal Yadav, while runner-up
Maharashtra picked Rs. 1 crore.
Lokesh Rahul was named ‘Man-of-

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

Defending champion Anirban
Lahiri gave a spirited charge on the
final round with a card of four under
68 but Sri Lankan golfer Mithun Perera
came up with a resolute one-under
71 to win the PGTI Eagleburg Open,
his second title in two weeks.

Perera signed off with a
tournament total of 22-under 266 to
register a three-shot win despite
Lahiri’s brilliant show.

Local favourite Lahiri secured
runner-up position after ending up
with a total of 19-under 269.

Tie-up amongst Vodafone-Star
Sports

Telecom operator Vodafone
and Star India has announced a tie-
up through which the broadcaster’s
sports telecasts can be viewed on
mobile phones.

Kapil Dev, who led India to their
first World Cup title in 1983, wished
this sort of cutting edge technology
was available when he was playing.

The former captain said it was
good to see age group cricket being
televised as most of the modern day
cricketers have emerged from these
competitions.

the-Match’.
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Delhi Open

Devvarman accomplished a 6-
3, 6-1 win to lift the ONGC GAIL Delhi
Open $100,000 ATP Challenger
trophy in front of a significantly large
crowd at the DLTA centre court.

Devvarman’s reward for a week
in which he didn’t drop a set will be
100 ATP points and $14,400. This
was his biggest success on the
Challenger Tour as his previous two
titles were at Lexington ($50,000)
and lzmir ($75,000).

Two ICC awards for
Afghanistan

Afghanistan has taken the top
prize of the International Cricket
Council Development Programme
Annual Awards 2013, claiming the
best development programme as
well as the award for best junior
participation initiative.

The awards recognised
Afghanistan’s efforts in developing
cricket at all levels, which is reflected
in its success in increasing
participation rates, promoting the
game, and qualifying to the ICC World
Twenty20 2014 and the World Cup
2015.

Afghanistan was also awarded
the Best Junior Participation Initiative
following its work to introduce
cricket into the school curriculum in
Afghanistan.

The 2013 winners are:

¢ Best Overall Cricket Develop-
ment Programme - Afghanistan

Cricket Board

¢ Best Women’s Cricket Initiative
- Cricket Thailand

¢ Best Junior Participation Initia-
tive - Afghanistan Cricket Board

¢ Best Cricket Promotion and
Marketing Programme - Cricket
Ireland

¢ Best Spirit of Cricket Initiative -
Argentine Cricket Association

¢ Photo of the Year - Cricket
Namibia

¢ Volunteer of the Year - Calvin
Waldron, Bermuda

¢ Lifetime Service Award - Will-
iam Luwagga Kamanyi, Uganda

12th consecutive Test 50 of
A.B. de Villiers

Sporting prodigy A.B. de Villiers
is laden with records, even beyond
his chosen field of cricket.

By dragging a Steve Smith long-
hop to the boundary just before
stumps on the first day in Port
Elizabeth, the Proteas’ vice-captain
reached 50 for an unprecedented
12th consecutive Test.

In doing so he took sole
ownership of a record that, following

.

last week’s first Test, he had jointly
held with Viv Richards, Gautam
Gambhir and Virender Sehwag.

De Villiers’ latest record, which
coincided with him reaching 7000
Test runs, drew praise from one of
the Australian bowlers who, again,
was unable to halt his charge towards
yet another 50-plus score.

Himanshu Thakur finishes last

India’s only Olympic Alpine
skier Himanshu Thakur finished last
in the men’s giant slalom in Sochi
Games .

The 20-year-old from the
foothills of the Himalayas had to
march behind an Olympic flag when
the Games began because of a ban
on India’s Olympic Association due
to the election of a corruption-tainted
official as secretary general.

The ban was lifted last week
after fresh elections, meaning India’s
team of three — who entered the
Sochi Games as “independents” —
can wear their country’s colours with
pride.

Brendon McCullum scores triple hundred
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New Zealand’s 680 for 8
declared provides the highest ever
total posted by a team in the third
innings of a Test match in the annals
of Test cricket. The previous best was
671 for 4 by New Zealand against Sri
Lanka at Wellington in Jan 1991. Here
are some of the other statistical highs
that New Zealand team and its players
achieved during the two-match
series against India.

Brendon McCullum became
the first captain in the annals of Test
cricket to score a triple hundred and
a double hundred in consecutive
Tests. He made 224 at Auckland and
302 at Wellington .

McCullum aggregated 535 runs
in this series which is the record for
most runs scored by a captain in a
two Test series. The previous record
was 510 runs scored by Mahela
Jayawardene of Sri Lanka against
South Africa in 2005 series. McCullum
and Jayawardene are the only two
captains to aggregate 500 plus runs
ina two Test series.

Afghanistan in current ODI
Rankings table

Best wishes = ;
Team Afghanistanl, =3

qualified for its maiden appearance
in the Cricket World Cup, its success
story continues to make waves and
the country has now entered into the
main ODI rankings table for the first
time.

Following Afghanistan’s 32-run
win over Bangladesh in the Asia Cup
at Fatullah, its first against a Full
Member side of the ICC, it has met
the criteria for its maiden inclusion in
the main Reliance ICC ODI Team
Rankings table.

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

Afghanistan joins the table in
12th place with 32 ratings points, with
the opportunity to slide past 11-
placed Ireland should it win either of
its two remaining Asia Cup group
matches.

To gain the promotion to the
main rankings table, Afghanistan
needed to either win two ODlIs
against Full Members, or achieve one
win in an ODI against a Full Member
and also needed to have won more
than 60 per cent of qualifying matches
versus other Associates.

Afghanistan immediately
achieved a ranking upon entry into
the table, having played 12 ODls
since August 2010, with the minimum
requirement being eight matches.

Under-19 World Cup

¢ Dominika Cibulkova beat
American Christina McHale to
win the women'’s final at the
Mexican Open.

¢ In the men’s final, fourth-
seeded Grigor Dimitrov of Bul-
garia defeated South African
Kevin Anderson, seeded fifth.

¢ India finished fifth in the under-
19 World Cup after a strong bat-
ting effort saw it beat the West
Indies by 46 runs.

¢ Afghanistan, playing in its third
World Cup, finished an impres-
sive seventh after defeating Sri
Lanka by five wickets.

¢ Zimbabwe finished 11th in the
16-team tournament .

International Premier Tennis
League

World number one Rafael Nadal
is reportedly being offered 1.1 million
dollars per night to play in three of
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the eight matches of the inaugural
International Premier Tennis League
(IPTL), which has borrowed its format
from the lucrative Twenty20
tournament Indian Premier League
(IPL).

http://upscportal.com |

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine

http://civilservicesmentor.com/mag/subscribe




Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams (At just Rs 100 per Month)
http://www.upscportal com/civilservices/courses

If all goes to plan, five teams -
based in Hong Kong, Mumbai,
Singapore, Bangkok and Kuala
Lumpur- will send their officials to
India armed with minimum budgets
of 4.4 million dollars each, to sign up
a handful of players - men, women,
and champions of yesteryear - for the
off-season event, scheduled to take
place in December.

According to the Sydney
Morning Herald, Indian tennis star
and ITPL's creator Mahesh Bhupathi
may have offered the Spaniard 1.1
million dollars per night for three of
the event‘s matches, adding that
Nadal is understood to be the
keenest member of the ‘Big Four'-
which also includes Novak Djokovic,
Andy Murray and Roger Federer.

Somdev’s new ATP rankings

Courtesy his Delhi Open
triumph, India’s numero uno singles
player Somdev Devvarman jumped
18 places to become world number
78 in the latest ATP rankings.

He collected 100 ranking points
after beating top seed Alerksandr
Nedovyesov in the final, and is set to
face world number five and 2009 US
Open winner Juan Martin Del Potro

Sports

in the first round of the ATP 500
Dubai Duty Free championships.

SomdeV’s career best rank is 62,
which he had achieved in July 2011.

India’s number two singles
player Yuki Bhambri lost three places
to end up at 146. The Delhi boy had
made a shock first-round exit at the
Delhi Open. In the doubles category,
Leander Paes continued to be India’s
top player at number 10. Rohan
Bopanna lost a place to end up 16th
while Mahesh Bhupathi, who is set to
retire this year, further slipped to 41.
Left-handed Divij Sharan was the next
best at 65.

In the women’s rankings, Sania
Mirza (11) dropped out of the top-
10. Mirza suffered a shock first-round
exit from the Dubai event with partner
Cara Black last week.
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Sachin Tendulkar and CNR Rao conferred with Bharat Ratna

Bharat Ratna, the highest civilian
honour was conferred on cricket
maestro Sachin Tendulkar (40) and
eminent scientist Prof CNR Rao (79)
by the President of India, Pranab
Mukherjee. The awards were given
at the Durban Hall of the Rashtrapati
Bhawan in New Delhi on 4 February
2014.

The recipient of the award will
receive a Sanad (certificate) signed
by the President and a medallion. This

award does not carry any monetary
grants. With this felicitation, Sachin
became the first sportsperson to be
conferred with the honour of Bharat
Ratna. He is also the youngest person
alive to be conferred with the award.
Master blaster Sachin retired from
international cricket on 16 November
2013. Sachin after receiving the
award dedicated it to his mother.
Prof CNR Rao is the third
scientist who has been conferred

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

with the award. He received the
honour after CV Raman and A P J
Abdul Kalam, the former President of
India. Rao is recognized international
authority on solid state and materials
chemistry. Till now, he has published
1400 research papers and 45 books.

With this honour felicitation,
Tendulkar and Rao have joined the
selected list of 41 eminent
personalities, who have been
conferred with this award. Both of
them are also recipients of Padma
Vibhushan, which is the country‘s
second highest civilian honour. The
award was instituted in 1954 and is
given in recognition of exceptional
service of the highest order.

At present, Prof CNR Rao is the
head of the Scientific Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister of India.
To accommodate the sportspersons
with the top honour, the government
of India revised the eligibility criteria
of the sportsperson in December
2011. Apart from this, Sachin is the
first active sportsperson, who became
the Rajya Sabha member of the
country. He became a member of the
Rajya Sabha in 2013.

http://upscportal.com |

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine

http://civilservicesmentor.com/mag/subscribe




Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams (At just Rs 100 per Month)

About Bharat Ratna Awards

Rajendra Prasad, the former
President of India on 2 January 1955
gave his order to establish an award.
As per the order of the then President
(till 1966), the award did not allowed
any one to grant the posthumous
awards. Further in January 1966, a
provision was inserted for this.

Till date, 12 posthumous awards
have been given of which one
includes Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
Bose was given the award in 1992,
which was withdrawn due to legal
technicalities. The case of Bose is the

only and last case recorded till date
of withdrawal of the award. The

Order of precedence of India is the
protocol list (hierarchy of important
positions) has placed Bharat Ratna
awardees at the seventh position.
Non-Indians, who have been
conferred with the award

¢ Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan

(1987)

¢ Nelson Mandela (1990)
Naturalised Indian citizen to
be awarded

¢ Mother Teresa (1980)

Vishwanath Tripathi selected
for the Vyas Samman 2013

Vishwanath Tripathi, the
eminent Hindi writer has been
selected for the prestigious Vyas
Samman for the year 2013. He has
been chosen for his memoir
‘Vyomkesh Darvesh’ that is a
biography of the noted Hindi scholar
Acharya Hazari Prasad Dwivedi.

Tripathi, who is 82-year-old has

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

around 20 publications by his name
that includes memoirs, novel and
poetry collection. Surya Prasad
Dikshit, the Hindi litterateur headed
the selection committee for the
award.

The Vyas Samman 2012 was
given to Hindi litterateur Narendra
Kohli for his historical novel Na Bhooto
Na Bhavishyati published in 2004 that
is based on Swami Vivekananda and
the era he belonged.

About Vyas Samman

Vyas Samman was instituted by
the K.K. Birla Foundation in 1991 and
is awarded annually in recognition of
the hindi literary work published in
past 10 years in genres like plays,
novels, poetry, short stories, critiques
and others. The award carries 2.5 lakh
rupees and a citation and a plaque.

Malala, John Wood and Indira
Ranamagar nominated for World
Children’s Prize in Sweden

Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani
schoolgirl who survived after being
shot in her head by Taliban was
nominated for the World Children’s
Prize in Sweden for championing
education rights for girls on 6
February 2014. As per the 15 member
of international prize jury of WCP
name of Malala was selected as she is
a child, who stood up for girls’ rights
to education in Pakistan, but also in
the world as a whole.

The World Children’s Prize
(WCP) is also known as the Children’s
Nobel Prize and was founded in 2000
with an aim to raise awareness of
children’s rights in 60000 schools in
110 countries through educational
programs.

Other candidates nominated
for the year are John Wood from USA
and Indira Ranamagar from Nepal.
The WCP Program 2014 is open from
5 February to 15 October 2014.

World’s Children’s Prize
(WCP)

The WCP is a unique and world’s
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largest annual global education
program. So far it has involved nearly
35 million children who have learnt
about their rights and democracy. It
operates with a goal or more humane
world, where rights of children are
respected by all.

It teaches young people about
the rights of the child, democracy and
global friendship. Three child rights
heroes are selected by WCP child jury
every year to be candidates for the
World’s Children’s Prize for the Rights
of the Child.

About John Wood

He has fought for the children’s
right to education for past 15-years.
To fulfill his dream, he quit from his
job at Microsoft as a manager. His
dream is to fight poverty by giving
children all over  the world the
chance to go to school

His belief is that educated
children are better equipped to
demand their rights and can defend
themselves against slavery, trafficking
and abuse

He runs an organisation named
Room to Read, which till date has built
almost 1700 schools and 15000
school libraries in some of the poorest
countries of the world

In local languages, he had
published 874 books and has given
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over 10 million books to poor children, who have been deprived from access
to books

About Malala Yousafzai

¢ Malala in 2013 was nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize for
her crusade for the right of all
children to an education

¢ She has been nominated for
the 2014 award for her coura-
geous and dangerous fight for
girls’ right to education

¢ At the age of 11, she started
speaking out for the education
of the girls after Taliban banned
girls from going to school in the
swat valley of Pakistan but
Malala kept going to school
even after the ban imposed by
Taliban. She was shot at the age
of 15 and was almost killed by
the Taliban on her way home
from school, but she survived.

Arunima Sinha awarded
Amazing Indian Award

i F

Arunima Sinha received
Amazing Indian Award on 6 February
2014.The award was given by the
Vice President of India, M Hamid
Ansari. She was awarded for scaling
Mount Everest despite being
physically challenged.

The Amazing Indian Award was

instituted by Times Now channel in
September 2012.

About Arunima Sinha

¢ sheis the first Indian amputee
to conquer Mount Everest on
21 may 2013

¢ She scaled the 8848 metre-
high summit of the world’s high-
est peak on 21 May 2013

¢ Sheisaformer national volley-
ball and football player from
Uttar Pradesh

Krishi Karman Awards for
2012-13

The resident of India, Pranab
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Mukherjee, presented Krishi Karman
Awards for the year 2012-13 on 10
February 2014. The awards were
presented during inaugural function
of World Congress on Agro-Forestry
(WCA-2014) held in New Delhi.

The awards were presented in
two categories. In the Total food grain
production category, the awards
were presented to Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha and Manipur states. In the
excellence in the Individual food
grains crops category, the awards
were presented to Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh and Bihar
States.

Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Tripura got
commendation prizes for total food
grain production. Maharashtra got
commendation prize for rice, Assam
for pulses and Punjab and Haryana
for rice and wheat.

About KRISHI KARMAN
AWARDS

Krishi Karman awards were
instituted in 2010-11 by the
Government of India, Ministry of
Agriculture.

Krishi Karman awards are given
to States for their effort and
contribution towards raising the
country’s food grain production.

Krishi Karman Awards
comprises of three awards for total
food grain production and four
awards for production of rice, wheat,
coarse cereals and pulses - the crops
that constitute the food grain basket.

Each award winning State gets
a trophy, a citation and cash award.
The cash award is 2 crore rupees for
total food grain production and 1
crore rupees for each of the four
crops included in food grains.

President Pranab Mukherjee
conferred Award of Honour of Rotary
International

The President, Mukherjee was
awarded for the leadership he has
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provided and the India’s victory over Polio. Recently India completed three
years without reporting any case of polio on 13 January 2014.

Officially the World Health Organisation (WHO) certified India as polio-
free on 11 February 2014. The WHO on 24 February 2012 removed India
from the list of countries with active endemic wild polio transmission.

About Award of Honour

“ Award of Honour ™

The Rotary’s highest award,
Award of Honour is recognition for
Heads of countries or governments
who have rendered unique service
to the humanity and served the
country and its people upholding
values reflected in Rotary’s motto
Service Above Self.

The Rotary Club is one of the
World’s first service organizations
established on 23 February 1905 in
Chicago with the vision of Paul P
Harris.

The Rotary Club is a place
where professionals with diverse
backgrounds could exchange ideas
and form meaningful, lifelong
friendships.

Killa, a Marathi film bagged
Crystal Bear award at 64th Berlin
International Film Festival Killa, a
Marathi film on 17 February 2014 won
the Crystal Bear for the best film
award by the Children’s jury in
Generation K-plus section at the 64th
Berlin International Film Festival. The
film has been directed by Avinash
Arun.

The jury in its citation for the

(=
award to the film said that the film
deals with the universal conflict of
migration and how it impacts the lives
of people, especially children made
them want to discover India. The film
Killa convinced the jury in all respects
with good camera work and the great
actors.

Inthe entire history of the award,
Killa is the third Marathi film to be
selected and is the first Indian film to
win this award.
¢ Film Killa has been produced
by Madhukar R Musle, Ajay G
Rai and Alan McAlex
¢ It has been made under the
banner, Jar Pictures and has

been presented by M R

Filmworks. Another film of Jar

Films that was selected in the

Sundance Film Festival 2014 in

World Dramatics Competition

Section was Liar’s Dice starring

Nawazuddin Siddiqui

¢ This film is a part of NFDC Film

Bazaar’s Work-in-Progress
(WIP) Lab in 2013

¢ Amruta Subash of Vihir fame,

Archit Deodhar, Parth Bhalerao

e
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of Vhootnath Returns and
Shrikant Yadav are some actors
of the film.

Killa is a film that deals with the
universal conflict of migration and the
process, how this migration impacts
the lives of people, mainly children.
The story of the film revolves around
a young boy named Chinu who finds
it difficult to adjust to the new
surroundings after he migrated
following death of his father.

The 67th BAFTA Awards

The 67th British Academy of
Film and Television Arts (BAFTA)
Awards were given in London on 16
February 2014. The Awards were
conferred for the outstanding
performances in films and
documentaries screened at British
Cinemas in 2013.

Category Names

Best Film 12 Years a Slave

Best Director Alfonso Cuar'on
(Gravity)

Best Actor Chiwetel Ejofor (12
years a Slave)

Best Actress Cate Blanchett (Blue
Jasmine)

Best Supporting Actor  Barkhad Abdi
(Capitan)

Best Supporting Actress Jennifer Lawrence
(American Hustle)

Best British Film Gravity

Best Debut By a British

Writer, Director or

Producer Kieran Evans

Best Original Screenplay American Hustle
Best Adapted Screenplay Philomena

Best Film Not [n

The English Language
Best Documentary

Best Original Film Score

The Great Beauty
The Act of Killing
Gravity

Best Cinematography Gravity

Best Editing Rush

Best Sound Gravity

Best Animated Film Frozen

Best Visual Effects Gravity

Best Makeup and Hair American Hustle

Best Production Design  The Great Gatsby

Best Costumes The Great Gatsby

Best Short Film Room 8

Best Animated Short Sleeping With The
Fishes

BAFTA Rising Star Award  Will Poulter
About BAFTA

The British Academy of Film
and Television Arts (BAFTA)
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supports, promotes and develops the
art forms of moving image like film,

Television and Video games.

BAFTA Identifies, rewards and
celebrates excellence at it’s
internationally- renowned, annual
awards inspiring the practitioner and
benefiting the public.

Madan Babu won Protein
Science Young Investigator
Award for 2014

Madan Babu, an Indian-born
scientist, won the Protein Science
Young Investigator Award for 2014
at Cambridge, UK on 20 February
2014. The Protein Science Young
Investigator Award is given by the
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Protein Society for important
contribution made in the study of
proteins.

Madan received the award for
his  contributions to the
understanding of the principles of
regulation in biological systems,
especially in the fields of intrinsically
disordered proteins and gene
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regulation. With this award, he
became the first scientist of
Laboratory of Molecular Biology
(LMB) to win the award.

At present Madan Babu heads
the Regulatory Genomics and
Systems Biology group at the MRC
Laboratory of Molecular Biology,
Cambridge, UK.

About the Award

The Award recognises
important contributions to the study
of proteins, by a scientist in the early
stages of an independent career. The
award is named after The Protein
Society’s academic journal, Protein
Science.
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J Prithviraj
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¢ The Federation of Motor Sports

Clubs of India (FMSCI) has an-
nounced J Prithviraj as the new
president, while Tutu Dhawan
will be the vice-president after
the Madras High Court directed
the body to make their Decem-
ber election results public.

The elections were held at the
FMSCI’s Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) on December 23,
but the results were withheld
due to a pending lawsuit filed
by Shrikant Karani of
Sportscraft (Mumbai) against

the national sporting authority.
Satya Nadella

# After a selection period that

saw numerous outside candi-
dates drop off, the Microsoft
Board signalled its intention to
focus on innovation by select-
ing the man credited with de-
veloping the company’s cloud
computing and Bing search
engine businesses.

Mr. Nadella who holds a
bachelor’s degree in electrical
engineering from Manipal Uni-
versity, a master’s in computer
science from the University of
Wisconsin, and an MBA from the
University of Chicago, joined
Microsoft in 1992.

Malik Ishaq

¢ Hyderabad native Satya

Nadella (46) is the new CEO of
Internet giant Microsoft.

¢ The US Department of State has

designated Malik Ishaq, one of
the co-founders of Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi as a Specially Desig-
nated Global Terrorist.

[ http://upscportal.com

http:/AMnwwi.civilservicesmentor.com

Click Here to Subscribe PRINT COPY of Civil Services Mentor Magazine

http://civilservicesmentor.com/mag/subscribe




Online Coaching For IAS Pre & Mains Exams (At just Rs 100 per Month)

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

! o ARTE st

In the News

¢ The consequences of this des-
ignation include a prohibition
against U.S. persons engaging
in transactions with Malik Ishaq,
and the freezing of all his prop-
erty and interests that are in the
United States, or come within
the United States or the pos-
session or control of U.S. per-
sons.

¢ Malik Ishaq is a founding mem-
ber and is the current leader of
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi.

David Stern

dent N. Ramachandran was
unanimously named as the new
president of the 10A in the
elections held in the presence
of three observers from the In-
ternational Olympic Committee
(I0C) — Pere Mir6, 10C Direc-
tor of NOC Relations, Jérbme
Poivey, Head of Institutional
Relations in the NOC Relations
Department, and Robin
Mitchell, head of the IOC del-
egation.

Indian athletes at the ongoing
Winter Olympics in Sochi are
participating under the Olym-
pic flag. However, it is unlikely
that the Indians will be able to
march under the tricolour dur-
ing the closing of the Games.

billion.

Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates
and his wife, Melinda, gave
their foundation slightly more
than $181.3 million last year, but
they were paying off a pledge
of about $3.3 billion they made
in 2004. CNN-founder Ted
Turner and Berkshire Hathaway
chairman Warren Buffett also
made large gifts toward previ-
ous pledges

Sonia Gandhi

Mark Zuckerberg

4

¢ Congress President Sonia

¢ Former NBA Commissioner

David Stern has been elected
to the Naismith Memorial Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame, just two
weeks after retiring from a suc-
cessful 30-year reign.

¢ The Hall of Fame Committee
has acknowledged Stern’s
contributions to the NBA dur-
ing his three decades as chief.

N. Ramachandran

¢ The suspended Indian Olym-
pic Association (IOA)
amended its constitution and
successfully held its elections,
taking the first steps to return-
ing to the international fold.

¢ World Squash Federation presi-

1

¢ Mark Zuckerberg and his wife,

Priscilla Chan, were the most
generous American philanthro-
pists in 2013, with a donation
of 18 million shares of
Facebook stock, valued at more
than $970 million, to a Silicon
Valley nonprofit in December.
The Chronicle of Philanthropy
reported that Zuckerberg’s do-
nation was the largest chari-
table gift on the public record
in 2013 and put the young
couple at the top of the
magazine’s annual list of 50 most
generous Americans in 2013.

The top 50 contributors made
donations last year totaling $7.7
billion, plus pledges of $2.9
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Gandhi has been made the
Chairperson of the party’s 50-
member Campaign Committee
for the 2014 Lok Sabha polls in
which Rahul Gandhi will be the
Co-Chairman.

The announcement came less
than a month after the Congress
had said that Mr. Gandhi, the
party Vice President, will lead
its campaign in the upcoming
general elections due in May.
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh will be a member of the
committee along with several
union ministers.

Wendy Doniger
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¢ Wendy Doniger , the author of
The Hindus: An Alternative His-
tory was criticized for poor
historiography and lack of fo-
cus in the book and was al-
leged of inaccuracies and bias

¢ Yet Penguin’s removal of the
book from circulation in India,
was condemned by the inter-
national literary community.

K.T. Thomas

¢ The chairperson can be a serv-

ing or former Chief Justice of
India, a sitting or former judge

Wayne Rooney

of the Supreme Court or a per-
son of impeccable integrity and
outstanding ability.

¢ The former Supreme Court
judge, K.T. Thomas, will head
the eight-member search com-
mittee to select the names for
various posts of Lokpal, the anti-
corruption ombudsman.

¢ Justice Thomas was unani-
mously chosen on February 20
by the selection committee,
comprising Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh; Lok Sabha
Speaker Meira Kumar; Supreme
Court Judge H.L. Dattu, who is
the nominee of the Chief Jus-
tice of India P. Sathasivam;
Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Sushma Swaraj; and
Jurist P.P. Rao.

¢ This committee will scrutinise
the more than 300 applications
received for the post of chair-
person and eight members
(four judicial and four non-ju-
dicial) and forward the names
to the selection committee.

The 28-year-old England inter-
national has extended his cur-
rent contract by four yearsin a
deal worth up to £300,000 a
week.

Rooney has won five Premier
League titles and the Champi-
ons League in his time at Old
Trafford.

The forward, who returned to
first-team action at the end of
January after nearly a month out
with an injury, has made 28 club
appearances this season and
scored 11 goals.

N. Kiran Kumar Reddy

J

¢ Chief Minister N. Kiran Kumar

Reddy submitted his resigna-
tion to the Governor E.S.L.
Narasimhan recently.

¢ Mr. Reddy had earlier an-

nounced his decision to quit

[ http://upscportal.com

from the post and the party in
protest against the Central Gov-
ernment decision to “divide
the Telugus for the sake of votes
and seats”.

Flanked by eight Cabinet col-
leagues and over a dozen
MLAs/MLCs, the Chief Minister
alleged that the Congress lead-
ership in collusion with the
main Opposition BJP had en-
sured passage of the bifurca-
tion Bill in Lok Sabha setting
aside all the democratic con-
ventions and practices.

The Chief Minister evaded re-
plies when asked whether he
would float a new party as was
being reported.

Mr. Kiran Reddy said he was
not against the aspirations of
the people of Telangana. But
he was opposed to the deci-
sion to divide the State as it was
not in the interests of the two
regions.

Sheila Dikshit

¢ The Delhi High Court has fixed

for February 26, the hearing on
Kejriwal government’s plea to
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withdraw the appeal of previ-
ous Congress dispensation
against a lower court order to
register an FIR against former
Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit in
a corruption case.

A bench of Justice V.P. Vaish,
which had pre-poned the hear-
ing on the application , now
fixed the plea on February 26,
after Delhi Government in-
formed that Additional Solici-

tor General, who will argue the
case, was not available.
Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party Government had
moved the high court seeking
to withdraw the appeal on Feb-
ruary 14, the day when the
Chief Minister and his council
of ministers submitted the res-
ignation on the controversy
over passage of the Jan Lokpal
Bill.

Highlighting its stand against
corruption, the outgoing AAP
government, in its plea, has said
the Cabinet’s decision to take
back the appeal, filed by the
previous Congress government,
has been approved by the Lt.
Governor and Ms. Dikshit will
have to defend herself as she is
no more the Chief Minister and
consequently, it lacked the “lo-
cus” standi to fight for her.

Matteo Renzi
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Folad

¢ It’'sastep many hope will bring

much-needed political stabil-
ity to the country.

The former Florence mayor,
who won control of the Demo-
cratic Party in a primary a
couple of months ago, ousted
fellow party member Enrico
Letta in a party vote .

Renzi, 39, is nicknamed il
Rottomatore — or “the demoli-
tion man” — for his pugnacious
style of politics.

Half of Renzi’s ministers are
women, the largest proportion
in Italian history. Most of the
ministers are young by Italian
standards, with an average age
of 48.

Italy, the third largest economy
in the eurozone, has had more
than its share of political turmoil
over recent years.

Sushilkumar Shinde

scam and prevented Delhi Po-
lice from questioning a
businessman’s role.

¢ Abench headed by Chief Jus-

tice P Sathasivam asked the pe-
titioner to file the complaint
before an appropriate author-
ity.

The petition said the allegation
levelled by Singh against
Shinde is a matter of “serious
concern” which call for imme-
diate and urgent intervention
of the court.

D.K. Joshi

¢ Matteo Renzi was sworn as

Italy’s youngest Prime Minister,
alongside his new Cabinet of
16 ministers.

¢ The Supreme Court refused to

entertain a PIL seeking probe
in the allegation by former
Home Secretary R K Singh that
Home Minister Sushilkumar
Shinde had interfered in the
inquiry into the IPL betting
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+ India’s navy chief, Admiral D.K.
Joshi resigned as chief of the
Indian navy, owning “moral re-
sponsibility for the accidents
and incidents during the past
few months”.

¢ Admiral Joshi is the first Indian

military commander to have re-
signed since  General
Kodandera Subayya
Thimmaiah in 1959 — and the
only to have his resignation ac-
cepted by the government.

The naval chief’s resignation
came hours after a fire on board
the newly-refitted Sindhuratna
claimed the lives of two naval
officers and injured seven —
the third in a series of subma-
rine accidents, including an
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explosion on the
Sindhurakshak which ex-
ploded and sank in Mumbai’s
naval dockyard in August, 2013,
killing 18 crew. Last month, the
Sindhughosh ran ground on its
way to Mumbai harbour,
though without loss of life.

The Navy has long complained
of delays in submarine fleet
modernisation, at a time when
regional navies, notably China,
are dramatically expanding
their fleets. India also does not

and 166 ODIs for Pakistan as a
wicketkeeper-batsman, is
known for taking a stand against
match-fixing, which has
dogged cricket in Pakistan over
the years.

In The News

Chandi Prasad Bhatt

have a full-fledged submarine
rescue vessel.

Rashid Latif

¢ Eminent Gandhian and envi-
ronmentalist Chandi Prasad
Bhatt has been selected for the
2013 Gandhi Peace Prize.

¢ According to Sport24, a Paki-

¢ Former Pakistani Test captain

Rashid Latif has been ap-
pointed as the chief selector of
the Pakistan national cricket
team and also tasked with help-
ing in the fight against corrup-
tion.

The whistleblowing former
player, who played 37 Tests

stan Cricket Board (PCB) re-
lease stated that Latif would
become the chief selector with

effect from April1 to fill the va-
cancy after the appointment of
another former captain, Aamir
Sohail, was cancelled by the
new PCB chairman Najam
Sethi.

A pioneer of the Chipko Move-
ment for which he was also
awarded the Magsaysay Award
in 1982, Mr. Bhatt was given the
Padma Bhushan by UPA-I in
2005.

The decision was taken by the
jury headed by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh.
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Telangana birth-pangs

By getting a resolution reject-
ing the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Bill for creating
Telangana passed by the State As-
sembly just before the deadline set
by President Pranab Mukherjee to
consider the Bill ended on Thursday,
Chief Minister N. Kiran Kumar Reddy
did what little he could to protect
what he saw as his political constitu-
ency: those standing for a united
Andhra Pradesh in the Rayalaseema
and Coastal Andhra regions. Neither
the delay nor the ultimate rejection
of the Telangana Bill by the Assem-
bly will have any bearing on the cre-
ation of the new State if the Centre
stands firm on its decision on
Telangana. The Chief Minister, in rais-
ing legal and technical objections to
the Bill, might have managed to con-
vey the opposition of large sections
of the people in Seemandhra to the
division of Andhra Pradesh, but the
manner in which the proceedings of
the House were conducted from the
day the Bill was introduced till the
day it was rejected reflects badly on
his government and the democratic
traditions of the legislature. Speaker
Nadendla Manohar, who too is politi-
cally opposed to Telangana, put the
Chief Minister’s contentious resolu-
tion to a voice vote amid noisy scenes,
and declared the motion carried in a
matter of two minutes. It was obvi-
ous from the regional representation
in the House that those opposed to
the Bill constituted a majority. The Bill
presented a chance to address the
concerns raised by the proposal to
bifurcate Andhra Pradesh. Instead,
the time was used for political pos-
turing and the reiteration of known
positions by both sides. Pro-
Telangana members, on their part,
did not press for a division amid the

din, perhaps because they did not
want to expose their lack of numbers.
The voice vote was, in effect, the only
mode of expression of the views of
the legislature.

Now that the onus is on the Cen-
tre to shepherd the Bill through Par-
liament, the Congress must eschew
any temptation to use this issue as part
of any electoral strategy before the
Lok Sabha polls. With the national
leadership of the party backing the
creation of Telangana, and the State
unit divided on geographical lines,
making this a campaign issue is any-
way fraught with risks. No political
consensus on the Bill is possible at
this late stage, but the Centre can
bring in amendments to the Bill to
incorporate the concerns of other
parties and representatives of
Rayalaseema and Coastal Andhra. As
the support of the Bharatiya Janata
Party is necessary in the Rajya Sabha,
the Congress will have to keep the
Bill open foramendments. The State
legislature was robbed of a free, rea-
soned debate on the issue, but hope-
fully Parliament will consider all as-
pects of the Bill before bringing
Telangana into being.

Keeping people and tigers
safe

As conservation of wild species
becomes more successful, higher lev-
els of human-wildlife conflict are be-
ing reported in many parts of the
country. The outcome of such en-
counters is a distressing number of
human lives lost, and the tragic elimi-
nation of the wild creatures involved
in the attacks. The ‘man-eating tiger’
incident in Dodabetta in the Nilgiris,
which ended in the gunning down
of the cat, brings to the fore the di-
lemma of ensuring a safe distance
between wild animals and people.
Evidently, there are no easy answers

| http://Aww.civilservicesmentor.com

to this question, not just in India but
in several other countries that have
well-protected wildlife.

Two strategies often adopted to
prevent conflict rely on modification
of human and animal behaviour. Farm-
ers are encouraged to switch to cash
crops to avoid attracting elephants,
while forest departments provide ac-
cess to water within protected areas
to stop animals from moving out. Wild
creatures in turn learn to avoid places
rendered inaccessible through
trench-digging and building of
fences. Yet, these are by no means
fail-safe interventions. It is necessary
to identify areas for intensive protec-
tion, and encourage forest-dwelling
communities to move out — of
course, with sufficient attention de-
voted to their rehabilitation at a new
location.

Removal of problem animals of-
ten becomes unavoidable if there are
human casualties and there is a pros-
pect of more people being killed. It
would appear ironic, but conserva-
tion advice in such circumstances is
usually to swiftly eliminate the lone
animal, such as the Dodabetta tiger,
rather than attempt slow capture and
risk negative public attitudes to tigers
as a whole. Unfortunately, it is not
easy to identify the individual tiger or
leopard, and the conflict may con-
tinue even after one animal is shot
dead. In Chikmagalur district, for in-
stance, 17 leopards had to be shot in
1995 before the problem of attacks
on people stopped. Research evi-
dence supports a strategy that relies
on ‘spatial separation’ of people and
animals as a more rewarding means
of conflict reduction. If isolated vil-
lages and free ranging cattle are
moved out of the small land area that
makes up India’s protected forests,
the risk of an encounter with fierce
creatures can be brought down. The
problem today is that successfully
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managed national parks and sanctu-
aries are witnessing a rise in tiger and
leopard numbers, leading to the dis-
persal of old and injured animals to-
wards habitations on the periphery
and even beyond. Future conserva-
tion strategies would have to rely on
well-administered wildlife sanctuar-
ies, and equally on a voluntary re-
settlement programme for forest com-
munities.

‘U.S. spied on 2009 climate
summit’

The U.S. government spied on
delegates at the high-profile UN cli-
mate summit in Copenhagen, Den-
mark, in 2009, a document obtained
by some media houses via whistle-
blower Edward Snowden has re-
vealed.

The talks were spied on to get
critical prior information on the host
country and others’ negotiating posi-
tions even as U.S. President Barack
Obama flew in to sign a deal with
them.

The summit saw the coming to-
gether of more than 90 heads of state
and delegates from more than 180
countries to hammer out a binding
global deal on climate change, but
the talks collapsed. A political agree-
ment, The Copenhagen Accord,
worked out by the U.S., taking the
lead to negotiate with four other BA-
SIC countries — Brazil, India, China
and South Africa — could not be
adopted by consensus as a UN agree-
ment. The document, an internal U.S.
National Security Agency text, reads:
“Analysts here at NSA, as well as our
Second Party partners, will continue
to provide policymakers with unique,
timely, and valuable insights into key
countries’ preparations and goals for
the conference, as well as delibera-
tions within countries on climate
change policies and negotiating strat-
egies.”

It goes on to record, “A late No-
vember report detailed China’s efforts
to coordinate its position with India

and ensure that the two leaders of
the developing world are working
towards the same outcome. Another
report provided advance details of
the Danish proposal and their efforts
to launch a “rescue plan” to save
COP-15.” The Danish hosts prepared
an alternative agreement that they
intended to float at the annual sum-
mit. This after talks for a new deal
floundered through the year under
immense global scrutiny and civil so-
ciety pressure to stitch up an ‘ambi-
tious climate deal’. An early sketch of
the elements of this draft was floated
by Denmark in a round of informal
meetings — referred to in the climate
negotiations jargon as the pre-COP
— some weeks before the summit,
but delegates were not allowed to
take back copies of the documents.
Delegates from the select countries
did take notes as time permitted. The
media reported on these elements
days before the summit got off the
ground.

But the NSA document reveals
that the U.S. administration had got
early access to the entire document
which helped it keep ahead of other
countries at the negotiations during
the fortnight of talks. The NSA docu-
ment, authored days ahead of the
talks, said, “While the outcome of the
Copenhagen Climate Change Confer-
ence remains uncertain, signals intel-
ligence will undoubtedly play a sig-
nificant role in keeping our negotia-
tors as well-informed as possible
throughout the 2-week event.”

For days the rumours of the
‘Danish document’ floated at the
Copenhagen talks, with many coun-
tries expressing anger and anguish at
the opaque and covert operations of
the hosts along with geopolitically-
powerful countries. The climate talks
are meant to be driven by consensus
and transparency, but mistrust
brewed fast and led to the ultimate
crash of the negotiations in 2009. This
despite the U.S. being able to stitch
together a non-binding political
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agreement with a very low ambition
— something that suited its interests.
Over subsequent years, the U.S. got
many elements of the political deal
embedded in the UN climate nego-
tiations while the distrust got embed-
ded in the talks trenchantly.

No South China Sea air zone,
China assures ASEAN
countries

China has rejected reports sug-
gesting it was planning to set up an
air defence zone over the disputed
South China Sea, saying it was “yet to
feel any air security threat” from its
Southeast Asian neighbours.

In November, China established
its first Air Defence Identification
Zone (ADIZ) over parts of the East
China Sea, amid an increasingly tense
stand-off with Japan over the dis-
puted Diaoyu/Senkaku islands. An
ADIZ is a defined area in international
airspace within which countries moni-
tor and track aircraft heading towards
their territory.

The setting up of the ADIZ
heightened tensions with Japan, as it
overlapped with Japan’s zone and
included the disputed islands. China
at the time defended the move, point-
ing out that Japan had established its
own ADIZ in 1969. After a Japanese
newspaper reported last week that
China was considering setting up a
second such zone over the South
China Sea — a move that would be
certain to worry the half a dozen or
so countries that have competing
claims over the sea’s waters and is-
lands — the Chinese Foreign Ministry
was quick to deny the report, and
also, at the same time, accuse Tokyo
of attempting to fan tensions.

“In a general view, the Chinese
side has yet to feel any air security
threat from the ASEAN countries and
is optimistic about its relations with
the neighbouring countries and the
general situation in the South China
Searegion”, Foreign Ministry spokes-
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person Hong Lei said in a statement.

He blamed “right-wing forces of
Japan” for “repeatedly clamor{ing]”
about the alleged plan of China to
set up ADIZ over the South China
Sea”. “We sternly warned these forces
not to mislead public opinions with
rumors and play up tensions for their
own selfish benefit,” he said.

China-Japan relations have
soured over the past year over the
disputed islands, and issues relating
to wartime history and the Japanese
occupation of China during the Sec-
ond World War. China was especially
angered by a visit by the Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to the con-
troversial Yasukuni war shrine - a me-
morial for Japanese who died during
the war that also enshrines 14 Class-
A war criminals —which was the first
by a Japanese leader in seven years.
The rising tensions with Japan have
coincided with an apparent diplo-
matic outreach by China to other
Asian countries, ostensibly aimed at
attempting to isolate Tokyo. China’s
ties have warmed with South Korea,
which was also angered by Mr. Abe’s
Yasukuni visit.

Last year, both President Xi
Jinping and Premier Li Keqgiang vis-
ited ASEAN countries. A year after
Chinese vessels had run-ins with ships
from both Vietnam and the Philip-
pines near contested South China Sea
islands, tensions with both countries
have subsided. China recently signed
an agreement for joint exploration
with Vietnam.

Mr. Hong said China and
ASEAN countries were “working to-
gether to implement the declaration
on the conduct of parties in the South
China Sea in a comprehensive and
effective way to safeguard peace
and stability in the region”.

He also hit out at the Japanese
media report about the ADIZ as be-

g “of ulterior motive and simply
aimed to shift international attention
from and cover up the plot to change

Japan’s pacifist constitution and ex-
pand its military power.”

U.S. warns Sri Lanka on pace
of reconciliation

Voicing frustration over the
pace of reconciliation in Sri Lanka five
years after the end of the war, a visit-
ing official from the United States on
Saturday warned that the patience
of the international community was
wearing thin.

Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asian Affairs Nisha
Desai Biswal said deterioration in hu-
man rights, transparency and gover-
nance was taking a toll on democ-
racy in Sri Lanka. “We reiterated our
commitment to Sri Lanka but con-
veyed our concerns to senior govern-
ment officials about the insufficient
progress in addressing justice, rec-
onciliation, and accountability,” Ms.
Biswal said at a press conference
here.

Ms. Biswal, who arrived in Co-
lombo on Friday, met top government
officials, politicians in the ruling coa-
lition and the Opposition — including
Northern Province Chief Minister C.V.
Wigneswaran — and civil society rep-
resentatives. On Saturday, she trav-
elled to Jaffna, and held meetings
with civil society representatives
there. Amid growing speculation on
a strong U.S.-sponsored resolution
against Sri Lanka, she said: “We are
concerned about the worsening situ-
ation with respect to human rights,
including continued attacks against
religious minorities, as well as the
weakening of the rule of law and an
increase in the levels of corruption
and impunity.”

Only about a week ago did the
Northern Provincial Council pass a
resolution calling for an international
inquiry into the alleged war crimes.
Asked if the U.S.-resolution was likely
to push for an international probe, Ms.
Biswal — who maintained that it was
too early to comment on how it
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would be worded — said the U.S.
always had a strong desire to have a
Sri Lanka-led reconciliation process,
but the international community was
frustrated and sceptical of the pace
of the government’s progress in this
regard.

Australia claims substantial
progress on reef protection

Australia said that it had made
substantial progress on the U.N. re-
quest for better protection of the
Great Barrier Reef and the world heri-
tage site should not be listed among
“in danger”.

Environment Minister Greg Hunt
said there was genuine improvement
in key reef indicators in regards to
dugongs, turtles, seagrass and coral.

“Early indications are that these
are important and well received de-
velopments internationally,” he was
quoted as saying by The Age news-
paper.

“It is a permanent task for every
Australian government to protect and
maintain the reef; nobody can ever
rest on that. But there should be no
way the reef can and should be con-
sidered ‘in danger’.”

The World Heritage Committee
had threatened to put the reef on a
list of world heritage sites considered
“in danger” after Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority approved
dumping of dredging spoil inside the
marine park.

In a progress report to the U.N.
World Heritage Committee, the fed-
eral and Queensland governments
have said the natural values the reef
was protected for are still largely in-
tact, although in parts — such as in-
shore areas south of Cooktown —
they are declining.

Australian Coral Reef Society
president Peter Mumby referred to
concerns raised in past that the reef
was in the worst shape since moni-
toring began and said the progress
report played down industrial devel-
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opment threats.

He said development already
on the table would add 14 million
tonnes a year of damaging sediment
to reef waters.

“We have real concerns over
developments that have not been ad-
dressed,” he said.

University of Queensland coral
reef ecologist Selina Ward said the
Abbot Point decision was dangerous
because the best modelling showed
dumped sediment would drift to
outer areas, hurting coral and
seagrass.

The progress report said ex-
treme weather events and climate
change were the biggest threats to
the reef. It also pointed to nutrient
and sediment run-off from land clear-
ing and agriculture, and associated
crown-of-thorns outbreaks.

It said pollution from other
sources, including port development
and dredging, “is minor but may be
highly significant locally and over
short time periods”.

Caught off guard by taper

The recent announcement by
the U.S. Federal Reserve of a further
reduction in its monthly bond-buy-
ing programme by $10 billion, to $65
billion, seems to have caught emerg-
ing market economies off-guard. This
is quite in contrast to their
equanimous reaction in December
when the stimulus-reduction
programme was launched. This is at-
tributed to the fact that the an-
nouncement of January 29 com-
pletely ignored the concerns of
emerging- market countries. Many of
them were under pressure even ear-
lier and the announcement, without
acknowledging the volatility that it
had already caused, offered no re-
spite to a number of countries, from
Argentina to South Africa. Their cur-
rencies weakened, in some cases pre-
cipitously. Their stock markets fell in

conjunction and bond markets re-
acted violently. Threatened with a
possible choking of easy money, in-
vestors started selling emerging mar-
ket stocks and currencies to invest in
the developed countries that offer
better risk-adjusted returns at this
juncture. Predictably, many central
banks of developing countries hiked
interest rates to stabilise their curren-
cies, but with mixed results. India has
shown greater resilience this time
compared to many other similarly
placed economies, and even in rela-
tion to its record last September
when the news of a possible taper-
ing sent global markets into a tizzy.
Improved macroeconomic funda-
mentals and the RBI’s determination
to check inflation have boosted in-
vestor confidence. However, given
that growth rates are still sluggish and
given the possibility of fiscal slip-
pages, India will continue to faces
challenges. Over-reliance on short-
term flows to bridge balance of pay-
ments has been the bane of external
sector management, and at times like
this the policy shortcomings stand
exposed.

There are two broad lessons to
be drawn from the taper and the re-
actions to it. RBI Governor Raghuram
Rajan has pointed out that policy co-
ordination among countries has been
a casualty. In the immediate post-cri-
sis period, emerging economies
helped boost global demand through
well-coordinated fiscal stimulus
programmes. A complete
synchronisation of monetary and fis-
cal policies might not be possible in
practice but certain seminal policy
measures such as the U.S. taper do
require wider consultation and coor-
dination among countries. This has
been the consensus view at several
forums — including the G-20 and
IMF-World Bank meetings. Second,
it needs to be noted that U.S. mon-
etary policy is framed with reference
to the U.S. economy. The gradual
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withdrawal of the stimulus is depen-
dent on the U.S. economy reaching
some well defined milestones such
as reduction in unemployment. The
ongoing taper signals a stronger U.S.
economy, and that should be good
news for India and other emerging
economies — at least in the long run.

C.N.R. Rao, Sachin conferred
Bharat Ratna

Renowned scientist C.N.R. Rao
and former cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar were on Tuesday con-
ferred the Bharat Ratna, the highest
civilian award of the country for ex-
ceptional contribution in any field of
human endeavour.

The award was presented by
President Pranab Mukherjee at a brief
ceremony in the historic Durbar Hall
of Rashtrapati Bhavan. Mr. Tendulkar
is the first sportsperson and sitting
Rajya Sabha member to receive the
prestigious award.

Prof. Rao, Chairperson of the
Scientific Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister, dedicated the award
to his mother and students. Mr.
Tendulkar dedicated the feat to his
mother and “all the mothers who sac-
rificed their wishes for their children.”

“It is the biggest honour for me.
I will continue to bat for my country.
Even though my cricket has stopped,
I will try my best to give people of
India a reason to smile,” he said after
the function.

Mr. Tendulkar, dressed in a dark
outfit, was accompanied by his wife,
Anjali, and daughter, Sara.

Rashtrapati Bhavan staff had a
harrowing time controlling the guests,
most of whom wanted to shake hands
with the cricketer, who retired from
active cricket last year, and take his
autograph.

Even security personnel were
seen jostling for a glimpse of the crick-
eter, and many of them managed to
take his autograph as well.

Prof. Rao, who has 1,400 papers
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and 45 books to his credit, said: “It is
fantastic. It is more important than
anything. Nothing comparable to In-
dia honouring me.” He hoped that he
would be able to accomplish “some-
thing important” in the coming years.

Prof. Rao, who is the third sci-
entist to receive the Bharat Ratna af-
ter Nobel laureate C.V. Raman and
former President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
said that while India was doing rea-
sonably well in science, other coun-
tries were doing better. South Korea
and China were spending more on
research.

Prof. Rao’s contributions have
been recognised by most major sci-
entific academies across the world
by way of memberships and fellow-
ships, and numerous national and in-
ternational awards.

Both Prof. Rao and Mr. Tendulkar
have received the Padma Vibhushan
earlier. The two join the club of 41
eminent personalities who have been
honoured with Bharat Ratna since it
was instituted in 1954.

Vice-President Hamid Ansari,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi and a
host of Ministers were among those
present at the function.

UN delegation meets with
armed groups in Mali

The U.N. Security Council met
on Monday with representatives of
armed Tuareg groups active in north-
ern Mali as part of an effort to accel-
erate peace talks with the govern-
ment, though participants said dis-
agreements on conditions for the talks
had not been resolved.

Tuareg rebels launched a rebel-
lion in northern Mali in early 2012 that
gave way to a military coup, allowing
them to take control of the country’s
north. However, al-Qaeda-linked Is-
lamic extremists later took over much
of the north, prompting France to
launch a military intervention in early
2013.

Though Mali held successful
presidential and legislative elections
last year, security in the north remains
precarious, and the National Move-
ment for the Liberation of the Azawad
in particular maintains a strong pres-
ence in and around the northern city
of Kidal.

Despite the efforts of various
mediators, negotiations between the
armed groups in the north and the
government of President Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita have stalled. Last
month, Tuareg rebels withdrew from
negotiations set to take place in Al-
geria after concluding that their push
for greater autonomy would not be
addressed. Authorities in Bamako are
emphasizing a decentralization pro-
cess that would bolster the Bamako-
based government’s presence
throughout the country.

One of the chief goals of the Se-
curity Council visit, which ended on
Monday, was to accelerate peace
talks with all groups in northern Mali.

The visiting U.N. delegation also
met with local authorities and re-
ceived briefings on the work of the
country’s U.N. peacekeeping mis-
sion. On Sunday France’s U.N. am-
bassador Gerard Araud said the mis-
sion would reach its full operational
capacity in July, one year after it took
over peacekeeping activities.

India better prepared to deal
with US Fed tapering: Rajan

India is better prepared to deal
with any further U.S. Fed tapering,
but the country needs to remain vigi-
lant to face eventualities, Reserve
Bank Governor Raghuram Rajan said
here on Tuesday.

“We have done a lot to make the
economy robust and we are better
prepared (to deal with impact of ta-
pering). (But) I will never say we are
fully prepared for any eventuality. We
have to be vigilant.

“We are better prepared cer-
tainly now than we were six months
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ago and that is because of hard work
by the government as well as regula-
tors,” Mr Rajan told reporters after the
FSDC meeting.

Finance Minister P
Chidambaram had chaired the full
meeting of the Financial Stability and
Development Council (FSDC) com-
prising all financial sector regulators.

The meeting took place against
the backdrop of tapering of Quanti-
tative Easing (QE) in the U.S., and
the Reserve Bank revising the current
financial year’s growth projection to
less than 5 per cent.

Last week, the U.S. Federal Re-
serve decided to cut its bond pur-
chases further by another USD 10
billion. It has decided to purchase
USD 65 billion per month of mortgage
backed securities and longer-term
treasury securities as against USD 75
billion per month earlier.

Mr Rajan also said the new US
Federal Reserve chief Janet Yellen is
a very experienced central banker.

“I have full faith that she will do
whatever is appropriate and she will
be very reliable central banker,” the
Governor said.

FSDC meeting

Referring to the FSDC meeting,
he said the government and regula-
tors discussed a broad set of issues
facing the economy and decided to
move forward on some of issues, in-
cluding non-performing assets.

“As and when the precise mea-
sures (on NPAs) are determined, we
will obviously announce them,” Mr
Rajan added.

Pressure on farmland

The government, it appears, is
yet to find ways to address conflict-
ing demands on land. Instead of
quickly charting a comprehensive
approach to land utilisation, it con-
tinues to speak in different voices and
at cross purposes. The latest addition
to the policy confusion is the move
to consider Foreign Direct Invest-
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ment (FDI) in agricultural land bought
for real estate purposes. Existing For-
eign Exchange Management Act
regulations prohibit the use of FDI
funds to buy farmland. However, real
estate companies have tried to by-
pass these restrictions. Last year, the
Enforcement Directorate imposed a
fine of Rs. 8,600 crore on Emaar MGF
for allegedly using foreign funds to
buy agricultural land. The Ministry of
Urban Development now wants to
ease these restrictions, and the gov-
ernment has constituted a three-
member Cabinet committee to look
into it. The reasoning behind this
move is that 100 per cent FDI is al-
ready permitted in developing town-
ships, housing and other infrastruc-
ture projects. Hence, it would be only
logical to extend it and allow the
purchase of agricultural land for con-
struction purposes. The other argu-
ments are that restrictions create
bottlenecks and delay projects, and
that buying of agricultural land on the
outskirts of a city is inevitable and
necessary.

On the face of it, relaxing FDI
norms may appear to be a rational
step, but in the absence of a clear-
cut land use policy and plans, it will
hasten unrestricted acquisition and
unplanned conversion of farmland
and lead to hoarding of land. In 2013,
the Ministry of Rural Development
published a draft National Land
Utilisation Policy. It convincingly ar-
gued that the shrinkage of per capita
ownership of agricultural land and the
demand to produce more food —
245 million tonnes in 2013 to 307
million tonnes in 2020 — necessitates
the protection of fertile land. The
National Policy for Farmers, an-
nounced in 2007, insisted that the
government conserve productive
land and allow any change in use only
under “exceptional circumstances.”
These two policies make no distinc-
tion between foreign and local invest-
ment. The government has not acted

on a recommendation to revive land
use boards, which could provide
guidelines to State governments. Nor
has it implemented the idea of delin-
eating and integrating land utilisation
zones under the development plans.
These measures are necessary to map
the availability of land and coordinate
demands for it. It is imperative to cor-
rect any institutional deficiencies and
strengthen local level land-manage-
ment plans to ensure an orderly pro-
cess of urban development and pre-
vent detrimental effects on agricul-
ture and environment.

An unjustified delay

The interminable delay in re-
solving the outstanding issues con-
cerning the prosecution of two ltal-
ian marines accused of killing two
Indian fishermen off the Kerala coast
in February 2012 is becoming a dip-
lomatic embarrassment to India. The
Supreme Court has been adjourning
the matter repeatedly in the hope that
the Union government would find a
solution, and in the latest instance it
has given the Centre one more week
to report a settlement. The main is-
sue appears to be the National Inves-
tigating Agency’s insistence on invok-
ing an anti-piracy law — the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts against Safety
of Maritime Navigation and Fixed Plat-
forms on Continental Shelf Act, 2002
— which prescribes the death pen-
alty for those causing death during
an act of violence against any ship or
vessel. The NIA is ready with its
charge sheet, but is awaiting the out-
come of proceedings in the Supreme
Court before filing it in a special court.
While there may be genuine reasons
for the delay in resolving the matter,
the country cannot afford to be seen
as the cause. Italian President Giorgio
Napolitano has said Indian authorities
have managed the case in contradic-
tory and disconcerting ways. The
European Union, which opposes the
death penalty in all circumstances,
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has also warned of a possible adverse
impact on trade relations with India.

It is particularly surprising that
India’s approach should be marked
by doubt and uncertainty even after
the Supreme Court mapped the con-
tours of the proposed prosecution in
a January 2013 verdict, in which it
held that only the Centre, and not
Kerala, would have jurisdiction to try
the case. The issue raised by the ma-
rines is whether the anti-piracy and
anti-terrorism law can be invoked
against them after the court had di-
rected that the proceedings be un-
der the Maritime Zones Act, 1976, the
IPC and the CrPC, and the provisions
of the UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea, 1982. The wisdom of invok-
ing the anti-piracy law in a case in-
volving a crime that was possibly
committed under the impression that
the targets were pirates, is open to
question. As the incident took place
in India’s Contiguous Zone, the Su-
preme Court had held that the Union
government was entitled to pros-
ecute the marines, but that it was sub-
ject to Article 100 of UNCLOS 1982,
which says all states shall cooperate
in the repression of piracy. Caught
between national outrage against
what many here see as wanton killing
by trigger-happy marines, and the
imperative of according a fair trial to
the suspects, India seems to be fal-
tering at both the diplomatic and le-
gal levels. It needs to finalise a cred-
ible and legally sustainable approach
to avoid diplomatic setbacks or,
worse, a judicial invalidation.

CCEA approves CAD plan for
women’s safety

The Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs (CCEA) has approved
the proposal of the Ministry of Home
Affairs to establish an Integrated
Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD)
platform. This is an emergency re-
sponse system for women and other
vulnerable groups who may face vio-
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lence. The Geographical Information
System (GIS) based call-taking and
Geographical Positioning System
(GPS)-based police vehicle dispatch
system will be able to respond to dis-
tress calls and ensure speedy assis-
tance to women.

Distress or emergency alarms
generated by panic buttons,
landlines, mobiles through individual
devices pioneered by the Depart-
ment of Information Technology
(DIT) or mobile phone applications
would be tracked and Emergency
Response (ER) units will be dis-
patched to attend the call. It will be
integrated with the existing Dial 100
system for seamless operation and co-
ordination between the two systems.

This project would obtain fund-
ing from the Nirbhaya Fund. The
project involves a total expenditure
of Rs. 321.69 crore which includes
an implementation cost (one time) of
Rs.204.25 crore, recurring expendi-
ture (operational cost for 5 Years) of
Rs.102.12 crore and expenses for the
central monitoring and evaluation
project management unit of approx
Rs.15.32 crore.

The initiative will provide 24
hours and 24X7 helpline service to
women in distress and an efficient and
effective response system to attend
to their calls as well as for alarms re-
lated to other emergency services
such as medical and disaster (fire
etc.) by other responders in an inte-
grated manner. It will also help in pro-
viding speedy assistance for helpless
women/children of a defined area,
who face any form of violence, such
as eve teasing, dowry demands,
sexual assault, molestation or any
other abuse either in public or at
home.

The proposed system would
also be integrated with Crime and
Criminal Tracking and Networking
System (CCTNS), and State Service
Delivery Gateway (SSDG) and follow
the DIT guidelines for scalability, and
interoperability. The project involves

setting up of city wise hi-tech Con-
trol Rooms to cover 114 cities and
districts in different states and union
territories of India, as identified by
the Ministry of Women and Child De-
velopment, which includes 71 cities
having a population of more than a
million or which are headquarters of
the State/UT as well as headquarters
of 41 highly crime prone districts. The
71 cities would cover a population
of over 231.23 million and the 43 dis-
tricts would cover a population of
160.27 million that is a total coverage
of 32.6 per cent of the country.

New Indian Ocean exercise
shows reach of China’s Navy

The Chinese Navy has con-
ducted rare exercises in the Lombok
Strait in the Indian Ocean near Indo-
nesia, with the drills seen by analysts
as underlining China’s expanding
capabilities in carrying out operations
in waters far beyond its borders.

A three-ship flotilla of the South
Sea fleet, which included the large
amphibious aircraft Changbaishan
and two destroyers, conducted 10
exercises, including anti-piracy,
search and rescue, and damage con-
trol drills, over a five-day exercise start-
ing January 29, based out of the
Lombok Strait, a narrow strip of water
that runs from the Java Sea, near In-
donesia, and is north of Australia.

On Monday, the ships left the
Indian Ocean for drills in the West
Pacific Ocean, the official
Xinhuanews agency reported. The
Lombok drills also included simula-
tions for warfare to test the response
of command systems and soldiers’
“combat skills”. The drills aren’t
China’s first in the Indian Ocean: the
People’s Liberation Army Navy
(PLAN) has carried out 16 drills, but
mostly in the western Indian Ocean
near the Gulf of Aden. As with the
Gulf of Aden exercises, the drills fo-
cused on anti-piracy and search and
rescue measures.
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However, last week’s drills were
seen by analysts as being significant
by breaking new ground in several
ways. This was the first drill of this
nature in the Lombok Strait, and also
marked the first time the PLAN had,
in its drills, charted a new route from
the South China Sea to the Indian
Ocean. In earlier drills, ships sailed
up the much-traversed Malacca
Straits, a significant waterway for glo-
bal trade that opens out near the
Andaman Sea, and is a crucial link
between the Indian Ocean and East
Asia. This also marked the first deploy-
ment of the Changbaishan, China’s
largest landing ship which is
equipped with advanced weapons
systems, in a drill of this kind.

Srikanth Kondapalli, an expert
on the Chinese military at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, said the drill may
have been a signal from China about
the dispute over the South China Sea,
whose waters and islands are con-
tested by a number of countries. “The
drill took place in Lombok, which is
beyond the nine-dotted line [that
reflects China’s claims]. This is some-
thing new,” he said, and suggested
that the PLAN may be demonstrating
its capabilities to access the disputed
region from another direction “from
behind”.

A second signal was tied to the
Malacca Straits, which are a key route
for China’s energy imports. The de-
pendence on the narrow strait led
former leader Hu Jintao to warn of
China’s “Malacca dilemma”, trigger-
ing fresh initiatives by Beijing to es-
tablish alternate routes for imports,
such as through ports in Myanmar and
on-going projects in Bangladesh and
Pakistan. “A third message,” Profes-
sor Kondapalli added, “is that they
can come closer to the Andaman &
Nicobar joint command through
Lombok, and not just through Mal-
acca”.

He said the drill could be seen
as “a preliminary attempt” by the
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PLAN to see how they can fare in
operations far away from China’s bor-
ders in the Indian Ocean, where they
lack bases for logistics and support.
China has recently pushed commer-
cial ties with several littoral states, and
is also involved in port projects in a
number of countries neighbouring
India.

Last year, a Chinese think-tank
released a first “blue book” or policy
advisory on the Indian Ocean, stress-
ing that Beijing should be driven by
commercial, rather than military, ob-
jectives, considering the importance
of the Indian Ocean Region to its en-
ergy security. At the same time, it
called for “a clear development strat-
egy in the Indian Ocean Region”
which would “not only [be] a sign of
China’s self-confidence [but] also a
clear demonstration of China’s stra-
tegic interests.”

Green Tribunal bans tyre
burning in public

The National Green Tribunal has
banned the burning of tyres at pub-
lic places, such as roads and areas
surrounded by residential buildings
and also during protests by political
and religious groups as it is likely to
cause health hazard.

The Western Zone Bench of
NGT was hearing the petition against
the Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board (MPCB) and the State of
Maharashtra, filed by a group of 14
lawyers who argued that burning
tyres on the streets creates toxic
smoke and poses a serious threat to
the environment by increasing air
pollution.

The petition had specifically
sought relief through a ban on burn-
ing tyres during agitations by politi-
cal and religious groups.

“There has been a complete ab-
sence of any rule on environment pro-
tection when it comes to burning of
tyres on the streets,” said Asim
Sarode, one of the petitioners, add-

ing that the NGT order is a positive
step in the direction of reducing air
pollution.

As per the tribunal’s ad-interim
order, the local police shall take im-
mediate cognisance of burning of
tyres. “Any dereliction in the direc-
tions given as above may entail penal
consequences as enumerated in Sec-
tion 26 of the National Green tribunal
Act, 2010,” said the order.

Under Section 26, a failure to
follow the order can result in a pen-
alty of up to Rs 10 crore, which may
be extended to Rs 25 crore and/or
imprisonment of three years.

U.S. issues penalties over viola-
tions of Iran sanctions

The Obama administration
penalised nearly three dozen com-
panies and individuals in eight coun-
tries on Thursday, accusing them of
evading sanctions on doing business
with Iran.

It was the administration’s most
extensive enforcement action to tar-
get Iran since a temporary interna-
tional agreement on that country’s
disputed nuclear program was com-
pleted in November and put into ef-
fect last month.

Announced by the Treasury
Department office that oversees sanc-
tions enforcement, the punishments
were at least partly devised to send a
message that the U.S. is not relaxing
economic pressures on Iran, appar-
ently to blunt an atmosphere of opti-
mism that has resulted from the tem-
porary nuclear agreement. This week,
Secretary of State John Kerry
criticised France after it sent a large
trade delegation to Iran.

“Today’s action should leave no
doubt that those who seek to evade
our sanctions, support Iran’s nuclear
program or assist in Iran’s promotion
of international terrorism will con-
tinue to be called to account,” a se-
nior Treasury Department official said
in a conference call with reporters.
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A Treasury announcement said
the enforcement action had singled
out “a diverse range of entities and
individuals located around the world”
for evading U.S. sanctions aimed at
Iran.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the Iranian government.

Under U.S. sanctions laws and
regulations, violators face severe pen-
alties, including restrictions on doing
business in the United States and the
seizure of any property under U.S. ju-
risdiction.

Eighteen businesses and 14 in-
dividuals were identified as violators
in the Treasury announcement, in a
list of countries that included Turkey,
Spain, Germany, Georgia, Afghani-
stan, the United Arab Emirates and
Liechtenstein.

Some were accused of helping
Iran circumvent U.S. sanctions on fi-
nancial transactions and oil sales. Oth-
ers were accused of involvement in
what the U.S. regards as Iran’s illicit
activities in Afghanistan and Syria.

A Spanish company, Advance
Electrical and Industrial Technologies
SL, and its sole shareholder, Pere
Punti, were penalised for helping Iran
procure specialized nuclear equip-
ment. A Turkish citizen, Ali Canko, was
penalised for helping an Iranian
company’s attempts to reverse-engi-
neer an armed speedboat to be used
by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps. An Iranian-owned airline in
the United Arab Emirates, Blue Sky
Aviation, was accused of obscuring
banned financial payments for air-
craft, engines and parts.

Moment of truth for India

For the first time in the history
of independent India, a high official
of its intelligence services stands in-
dicted for cold-blooded killing in the
service of the Republic. Thursday’s
Central Bureau of Investigation
charge sheet against former Intelli-
gence Bureau Special Director
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Rajinder Kumar and his subordinates
for the alleged extra-judicial execu-
tion of Maharashtra residents Ishrat
Jahan Raza and Javed Sheikh, as well
as two alleged Pakistani Lashkar-e-
Toiba operatives, marks an unprec-
edented challenge for India’s na-
tional security system. The CBI’s
charge sheet has blown the lid off
the comforting fiction that extra-ju-
dicial killings are aberrations, crimes
carried out by brutish policemen and
villainous provincial politicians. In this
case, the Gujarat Police might have
played executioner, but the charges
against Mr. Kumar give reason to be-
lieve that the death warrants were
signed, so to speak, in North Block.
Loud and acrimonious political de-
bate has broken out on whether the
four victims were linked to terrorism
or not, whichreally is an irrelevant is-
sue. Instead, political leaders must
introspect on the role of governments
in encouraging murder as a tool of
national security, and demonstrate
the legislative will needed to set
wrongs right.

India is exceptional among de-
mocracies in having no legal frame-
work for its intelligence services, nor
a system of oversight and account-
ability for covert operations. For indi-
vidual officers, the absence of a regu-
latory law for covert operations cre-
ates perverse incentives for wrong-
doing: who, after all, would want vic-
tims of their criminal acts to tell the
story in court? In its absence, kidnap-
ping has been substituted for legal
detention, torture for criminal inves-
tigation, and the bullet delivered to
the back of the skull, for trial. Leaders
of all parties, though, have been loath
to change the system. For years now,
figures like Union Minister Manish
Tewari, and former intelligence
chiefs, have campaigned for the le-
gal regulation of the intelligence ser-
vices, arguing that the status quowill
end up undermining national secu-
rity. To continue to ignore these

voices will ensure the destruction of
the intelligence services, and
threaten the security of the republic
they are charged with defending.

Divesting to bridge the
deficit

The Specified Undertaking of
Unit Trust of India (SUUTI, for short),
formed specifically to take over the
regular income schemes of the Unit
Trust of India, has been in the news
recently. Reversing an earlier decision
to form an asset management com-
pany to take it over, the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs recently
decided to encash some blue chip
shares held by it. The earlier proposal,
while being technically and theoreti-
cally sound, would be time-consum-
ing and will not suit a government in
a great hurry to raise money to bridge
its deficit by March, A divestment of
some of SUUTI's prized
shareholdings, on the other hand, will
be a quicker way to meet fiscal tar-
gets. The government holds through
SUUTI 20.72 per cent of Axis Bank
with a market value of over Rs.8,060
crore. It also owns 11.3 per cent of
ITC (Rs.19,800 crore) and 8.2 per-
cent of L&T (Rs.6,640 crore). A sale
of these would fetch the government
over Rs.34,500 crore at current prices.
Assuming that the modalities of the
sale could be gone through in the
remaining less-than two months of the
current fiscal year, the disinvestment
target of Rs.40,000 crore will be very
nearly met. Though the 2G spectrum
auctions are on course to exceed ini-
tial expectations, the boost in disin-
vestment proceeds will strengthen
government finances and make the
target of reining in fiscal deficit at less
than 4.8 per cent of GDP that much
easier.

That said, it is important to
choose the correct method of selling
these shares. The objective is not only
to meet financial targets but also ful-
fil some of the broad objectives of
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the disinvestment programme. Over
the years, the government had
adopted ingenious methods to meet
its disinvestment targets, including
sale to state undertakings, buybacks,
cross-holdings, special dividends
and setting up of exchange-traded
funds. None of these benefit the
common man. The disinvestment
programme has theoretically es-
poused retail investors’ interests. The
vision statement of the Department
of Disinvestment seeks to “promote
people’s ownership of shares through
disinvestment” and spread the equity
culture. Over the years, however, the
government has ignored retail inves-
tors, offering them mere token incen-
tives such as a small discount in the
few share offerings of public sector
companies. In contrast, large inves-
tors have benefited substantially. In
fact, the capital market regulator SEBI
introduced new schemes that com-
pletely bypassed small shareholders.
The government could recompense
retail investors by selling its shares in
SUUTI exclusively to them. That way,
retail investors will get to own some
blue chips, and the capital market will
get some depth.

US to announce trade action
against India

US Trade Representative
Michael Froman will announce a new
“trade enforcement action” with re-
gard to India in Washington on Mon-
day, the federal agency said, raising
concerns that there could be another
spike in tensions in the bilateral rela-
tionship.

The upcoming announcement
comes in the wake of reports high-
lighting the lobbying by industrial col-
lectives such as the US Chamber of
Commerce, to get the Obama admin-
istration to press India further over its
intellectual property rights (IPR) pro-
tection.

Indian Commerce Minister
Anand Sharma however indicated
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that the USTR had not given New
Delhi any advanced notice about the
trade enforcement action.

Other groups such as the US In-
ternational Trade Commission have
scheduled hearing this week to “look
into Indian trade and investment prac-
tices.”

In particular, the US Chamber
of Commerce is said to be urging the
USTR to classify India as a “Priority
Foreign Country,” described as “a tag
given to the worst offenders when it
comes to protecting intellectual
property,” and potentially a trade
sanctions trigger.

In its annual “Special 301 Re-
port” on the adequacy and effective-
ness of IP rights protection by US trad-
ing partners, the USTR in 2013 noted,
“India remains on the Priority Watch
List... [after it made] limited progress
in improving its weak IPR legal frame-
work and enforcement system.”

That report further emphasised,
“In many areas, however, IPR protec-
tion and enforcement challenges are
growing, and there are serious ques-
tions regarding the future condition
of the innovation climate in India
across multiple sectors and disci-
plines.”

The USTR said at the time that
Washington “continues to urge India
to reconsider how it can meet legiti-
mate domestic policy objectives by
fostering rather than undermining
that innovation climate.”

India’s economic growth
likely to be ‘below trend’:
OECD

Indian economy’s growth is ex-
pected to be “below trend” even as
neighbouring China and most of the
developed nations are expected to
see better prospects, according to
Paris-based think tank OECD.

The conclusions are based on
Composite Leading Indicator (CLI),
which are designed to anticipate
turning points in economic activity.

“In the emerging economies,
the CLIs point to growth around trend
in China, Brazil and Russia, and to
growth below trend in India,” OECD
said on Monday.

The Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD) is a grouping of mostly de-
veloped nations. India’s CLI slipped
to 97 in December last year from 97.2
registered in November.

The country’s CLI has been fall-
ing since August 2013 when it stood
at 97.7. It dropped to 97.5 in Sep-
tember and then to 97.4 in October.

The OECD assessment comes at
a time when the Indian economy is
expected to clock a growth of 4.9
per cent in the current financial year
ending March 2014, higher than 4.5
per cent GDP expansion recorded
in the year-ago period, as per ad-
vanced estimates released from the
Central Statistics Office.

Meanwhile, OECD said most ad-
vanced economies continue to show
signs of an improving economic out-
look.

“The CLIs continue to point to
economic growth firming in the
United States and the United King-
dom and to growth above trend in
Japan. In the euro area as a whole,
and in France and Italy, the CLIs con-
tinue to indicate a positive change in
momentum. In Germany, the CLI
shows signs of firming growth,” OECD
said in a statement.

These readings also indicate
that a re-balancing is happening in
the global economy with better
growth anticipated in the developed
world than in the developing coun-
tries.

A chance not to be
squandered

The Bill now placed before Par-
liament is the best chance yet to en-
act a ground-breaking law for an esti-
mated 70 million people with impair-
ments — an overwhelming majority
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of whom, and their care-givers, live
in conditions of abject poverty and
deprivation. The definition of disabil-
ity in the Bill is a big departure: it
means all long-term physical, mental,
intellectual and sensory impairments
which, in interaction with barriers in
the environment, hinder persons’ ef-
fective participation in society on an
equal basis. As many as 19 impair-
ments are sought to be accorded le-
gal protection, as opposed to seven
under the 1995 Persons with Disabili-
ties Act. Correspondingly, the propor-
tion of reservations is proposed to be
increased to 5 per cent from the ex-
isting 3 per cent. The provision to
ensure that the disabled enjoy legal
capacity on an equal basis with every
other person is a strong protection,
especially for people with mental re-
tardation. And finally, the incorpora-
tion of penal provisions to ensure ac-
countability for law enforcement —
a lacuna in the current law — could
potentially bridge the gap between
professed intentions and practice.
The issue of disabilities has sel-
dom in the past been regarded as po-
litically divisive and the Bill stands a
fair chance of mustering the support
of parties across the political spec-
trum. Moreover, the constituents in
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance govern-
ment were instrumental in the incor-
poration of the question on disability
in the 2001 decennial population
census. This was a step that perhaps
has permanently reversed the earlier
exclusion of this segment from a cru-
cial national exercise in post-Inde-
pendence India. Similarly, the politi-
cal parties of the Left had always sup-
ported the passage of important so-
cial legislation. Members of both
Houses should demonstrate a strong
sense of purpose, urgency and sen-
sitivity to make a new law a reality
during the current term of Parliament,
overcoming the continuing impasse
on various other counts. While the
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concerns expressed by well-mean-
ing non-governmental organisations
may be valid in principle, they should
weigh the huge practical gains to be
made from seeing through this Bill,
rather than wait for eternity for the
perfect piece of legislation. Parlia-
ment could consider incorporating a
provision in the new law, mandating
that revenues from the levy on cor-
porate social responsibility be chan-
nelled to promote employment for
the disabled. The disabled are said
to constitute the single largest minor-
ity in society, as per the World Health
Organization and the World Bank re-
port of 2011. Legal protections would
go a long way to promote their full
participation in society as equal mem-
bers.

Sri Lanka to sign landmark
trade pact with China soon

China has said it will take for-
ward plans to boost maritime connec-
tivity with Sri Lanka, where it is already
building a major port project, with
both countries this week also agree-
ing to deepen economic links and
sign a landmark Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) before the end of the
year.

A push for closer economic ties
was emphasised during this week’s
four-day visit by Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister G.L. Peiris to Beijing.

Mr. Peiris said on Thursday a fea-
sibility study for the FTA was “on the
verge of completion.”

“It will be a landmark, historic
achievement since the Rubber-Rice
Pact in 1952,” he told the state-run
Xinhua news agency.

The Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
hailed China’s support, particularly
following the end of the civil war in
2009, saying it was “among the na-
tions contributing most to Sri Lanka’s
economy” in terms of development
assistance.

China is now the biggest pro-
vider of loans to Sri Lanka, overtaking

countries such as India and Japan that
had earlier been the largest source
of financing for infrastructure
projects.

Today Beijing is involved in
projects ranging from roads and rail-
ways to the massive port project in
Hambantota, with investments
amounting to $4 billion according to
state media reports.

Both sides also discussed build-
ing a “21st century maritime silk road,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Hua Chunying told reporters. This
would involve boosting “maritime
interconnectivity,” besides working
together on disaster prevention and
expanding people-to-people
exchanges.The visit of Mr. Peiris this
week had been somewhat overshad-
owed by next month’s United Nations
Human Rights Council meeting,
where the United States is expected
to put forward a resolution criticising
the country’s post-war right record.

The main objective of his trip to
China was seen by many analysts here
as aimed at reinforcing Chinese sup-
port to Sri Lanka ahead of the UNHRC
meet.

China, which was among 14
countries elected to serve on the 47-
member UNHRC in November for a
three-year term, has been among the
most vocal backers of the Sri Lankan
government amid increasing interna-
tional criticism of the post-war rec-
onciliation process and the human
rights situation.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi this week underlined that support,
telling Mr. Peiris that China opposed
“some countries’ interference,” with-
out directly naming the U.S., “in the
internal affairs of Sri Lanka under the
pretext of human rights issues.”

World’s largest solar power
plant opens in Nevada
A windy stretch of the Mojave

Desert once roamed by tortoises and
coyotes has been transformed by
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hundreds of thousands of mirrors into
the largest solar power plant of its
type in the world, a milestone for a
growing industry that is testing the
balance between wilderness conser-
vation and the pursuit of green en-
ergy across the American West.

The Ivanpah Solar Electric Gen-
erating System, sprawling across
roughly 5 square miles (13 sq. kilo-
meters) of federal land near the Cali-
fornia-Nevada border, formally opens
on Thursday after years of regulatory
and legal tangles ranging from relo-
cating protected tortoises to assess-
ing the impact on Mojave milkweed
and other plants.

The $2.2 billion complex of
three generating units, owned by
NRG Energy Inc., Google Inc. and
BrightSource Energy, can produce
nearly 400 megawatts enough power
for 140,000 homes. It began making
electricity last year.

Larger projects are on the way,
but for now, Ivanpah is being de-
scribed as a marker for the United
States’ emerging solar industry. While
solar power accounts for less than 1
percent of the nation’s power out-
put, thousands of projects from large,
utility-scale plants to small produc-
tion sites are under construction or
being planned, particularly across the
sun-drenched Southwest.

The opening of Ivanpah is “a
dawn of a new era in power genera-
tion in the United States,” said Rhone
Resch, president of the Solar Energy
Industries Association, a trade group.
“We are going to be a global leader
in solar generation.”

The plant’s dedication comes as
government continues to push for de-
velopment of greener, cleaner
power.

President Barack Obama has
mounted a second-term drive to
combat climate change, proposing
first-ever limits on carbon pollution
from new and existing power plants.
His plan aims to help move the U.S.
from a coal-dependent past into a
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future fired by wind and solar power,
nuclear energy and natural gas.

According to U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration data, the cost
of building and operating a new so-
lar thermal power plant over its life-
time is greater than generating natu-
ral gas, coal or nuclear power. It costs
a conventional coal plant $100, on
average, to produce a megawatt-hour
of power, but that figure is $261 for
solar thermal power, according to
2011 estimates. The figures do not
account for incentives such as state
or federal tax credits that can impact
the cost.

Ken Johnson, a spokesman for
the solar association, said in a state-
ment that solar systems have seen
“dramatic price declines” in the last
few years.

That’s good for utilities in Cali-
fornia, which must obtain a third of
their electricity from solar and other
renewable sources by 2020.

The Ivanpah site, about 45 miles
(75 kilometers) southwest of Las Ve-
gas, has virtually unbroken sunshine
most of the year and is near transmis-
sion lines that carry power to consum-
ers.

Using technology known as so-
lar-thermal, nearly 350,000 com-
puter-controlled mirrors — roughly
the size of a garage door — reflect
sunlight to boilers atop 459-foot (140-
meter) towers. The sun’s power is
used to heat water in the boilers’
tubes and make steam, which drives
turbines to create electricity.

While many people are familiar
with rooftop solar, or photovoltaic
panels, “these are a little bit differ-
ent. This takes the sun’s rays and re-
flects them onto towers,” said NRG
spokesman Jeff Holland.

The plant can be a startling
sight for drivers heading toward Las
Vegas along busy Interstate 15. Amid
miles of rock and scrub, its vast array
of mirrors creates the image of an
ethereal lake shimmering atop the

desert floor. In fact, it’s built on a dry
lakebed.

Google announced in 2011 that
it would invest $168 million in the
project. As part of its financing,
BrightSource also lined up $1.6 bil-
lion in loans guaranteed by the U.S.
Energy Department.

Ivanpah can be seen as a suc-
cess story and a cautionary tale, high-
lighting the inevitable trade-offs be-
tween the need for cleaner power
and the loss of fragile, open land. The
California Energy Commission con-
cluded that while the solar plant
would impose “significant impacts on
the environment ... the benefits the
project would provide override those
impacts.”

Such disputes are likely to con-
tinue for years as more companies
seek to develop solar, wind and geo-
thermal plants on land treasured by
environmentalists who also support
the growth of renewable energy. At
issue is what is worth preserving and
at what cost, as California pushes to
generate more electricity from renew-
able sources.

In 2012, the federal government
established 17 “solar energy zones”
in an attempt to direct development
to land it has identified as having
fewer wildlife and natural—resource
obstacles. The zones comprise about
450 square miles (1,165 sq. kilome-
ters) in six states: California, Nevada,
Arizona, Utah, Colorado and New
Mexico.

The Western Watershed Project
is continuing to push a lawsuit against
federal agencies that reviewed the
Ivanpah project. Its California direc-
tor, Michael J. Connor, said alterna-
tives to the site were not considered
and serious environmental impacts,
including fragmenting the tortoise
population, were ignored.

Challenges for a new 10A

For more than 14 months, the
Indian Olympic Association (IOA)
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stubbornly refused to listen to rea-
son. It engaged in a ‘no-win’ stand-
off with the International Olympic
Committee (10C), staking the
country’s Olympic future. It drew
contempt for its officials amidst a
power struggle, before accepting the
inevitable. Suspended by the IOC in
December 2012 for violation of the
Olympic Charter, the IOA eventually
bowed to every diktat of the former
in holding fresh elections on Febru-
ary 9 under IOC-dictated rules. This
has paved the way for India’s return
to the Olympic fold. What started off
as a tussle between the Union gov-
ernment and the IOA regarding the
implementation of the National Sports
Code, ended up in a ‘cleansing’ op-
eration that kept out officials “charge-
framed” by courts from the elections
ordered by the IOC. The I0C advo-
cates ‘principles of good governance’
while the IOA has through the years
tried to hide behind the cloak of ‘au-
tonomy’ ordained in the Charter. The
government, faced with criticism
both within and outside Parliament
about poor administration of sports
in the country, had started tighten-
ing the rules governing the IOA and
the national federations, when the
10C slapped the suspension on In-
dia.

The quick response of the IOC
in lifting the suspension to enable the
Indian tricolour to be flown at the on-
going Winter Olympics at Sochi, Rus-
sia, showed that it was completely
satisfied with a repentant IOA. The
IOC might have managed to push
through more stringent clauses than
that could have been possible in
other times while demanding clarity
to the IOA constitution. But problem
areas still remain. The IOA could be
expected to bargain hard with the
government in order to retain what is
left of its autonomy and that of the
national federations when the draft
National Sports Development Bill is
amended. The 25 per cent represen-
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tation in the Executive to Athletes’
Commission members, as incorpo-
rated in the draft, is far from reality.
The continuation of State Olympic
associations as voting-members in the
IOA, ina clear attempt to manipulate
vote banks, is much against the pro-
visions in the Olympic Charter, and
the wishes of the IOC and the gov-
ernment. National federations in box-
ing, fencing and taekwondo remain
suspended by the respective inter-
national federations and were barred
from voting in the recent IOA elec-
tions. The IOA needs to facilitate their
quick return to international sports.
Faction feuds within federations
should be tackled urgently, and so
too questions related to the demo-
cratic functioning of the sports bod-
ies that have come up in court cases.
The IOA chief, N. Ramachandran,
who represents a new phase and has
taken over in challenging circum-
stances, has his task cut out

Spectrum of success

After the two relatively unsuc-
cessful attempts to sell 2G spectrum
in November 2012 and March 2013,
it was a case of third time lucky for
the government as it hit pay dirt with
the latest round of auctioning that
ended on Thursday. With all the spec-
trum on offer in the 900 MHz band
sold out and 80 per cent of that of-
fered in the 1800 MHz band sold for
atotal of Rs.61,162 crore — which is
substantially higher than the reserve
price — the government is patting
itself on the back for what it calls a
big success. Yet, this has to be
viewed in the backdrop of a couple
of issues. First, this auction was criti-
cal for two of the biggest telecom
operators in the country, Bharti Airtel
and Vodafone, because their li-
cences are set to expire later this year,
and to continue in business they had
to pick up spectrum irrespective of
the price. So, an element of despera-
tion was built into the bidding from
the moment it began, pushing up

valuations. With a new entrant in the
form of Reliance Jio Infocomm
queering the pitch by adding to the
competitive element, it is not surpris-
ing that the final values of the 900
MHz spectrum for Delhi and Mumbai
were 105 per cent and 72 per cent
more than the reserve price. Of
course, it could be argued that this is
exactly how markets work and as the
owner of the spectrum the govern-
ment is entitled to get the best price.

That brings us to the second
point. The auction can be truly
termed as successful only when
telecom services develop at afford-
able prices for the consumer. If the
high spending by operators in the
auction forces them to raise tariffs, the
objective will be lost. This is exactly
what happened in the 3G arena
where companies outbid each other
paying big bucks for spectrum, only
to discover that the market was not
willing to absorb the high tariffs. The
net result is that 3G services have not
taken off in a big way. The signals on
tariff now are mixed, with the opera-
tors complaining about the money
they had to cough up for the spec-
trum — which they are bound to any-
way — but they have stopped short
of saying that tariffs will rise. The com-
petition in the market will probably
ensure that tariffs do not shoot up
immediately, at least for voice tele-
phony. Groaning as they are under
high debt levels, it is unlikely that
telecom companies will be able to
convince banks to lend more to them
now; banks are under pressure from
the RBI anyway as they are over-ex-
posed to the sector. It remains to be
seen how these companies manage
their funds. Yet, all things considered,
the bottomline is this: the auction and
the money put on the table by the
operators prove, yet again, the attrac-
tiveness of the telecom market in the
country, notwithstanding the fact that
it is already 900 million connections
strong.
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China to push Pakistan
corridor despite terror
concerns

China does not see the rising
threats from terror groups as derail-
ing its new “economic corridor” plan
linking the troubled western Xinjiang
region with Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK), officials told The Hinduon
Monday.

Both countries are planning to
accelerate development of the
project when Pakistani President
Mamnoon Hussain arrives here on a
three-day visit, starting Tuesday.

The economic corridor, which
envisages expanding road links,
building railway lines and installing
energy pipelines linking Xinjiang with
the Gwadar port in Pakistan, was
flagged as a priority project by both
countries last year.

However, its feasibility has re-
mained a matter of debate. Some Chi-
nese companies have voiced con-
cern about stability and security in
Pakistan, while violent attacks in
southern Xinjiang, located next to the
PoK border, have been blamed by
local officials on terror outfits with
links to Pakistan-based groups.

Recent attack

Only on Friday, 11 people were
killed in Aksu, on an attack blamed
by Xinjiang police officials on “ex-
tremists”. State media said, after the
incident, “overseas separatism
forces” had intended to “penetrate”
into the southern Xinjiang regions of
Kashgar, Hotan and Aksu.

Many local Uighurs and rights
groups have, however, accused the
government of playing up the terror
threat to clamp down on dissent.

Following attacks in Hotan in
2011, Xinjiang’s Governor Nur Bekri
said his government had discovered
that members of the separatist East
Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM)
and “terrorists in our neighbouring
states have a thousand and one links”.
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Xinjiang officials had also
blamed knife and bomb attacks in
Hotan on groups with links to Paki-
stan-based outfits. But Beijing has
appeared keen to play down terror
concerns in light of its “all-weather”
ties with Islamabad.

Responding to questions from
The Hindu, officials on Monday
claimed that Xinjiang officials had
“never” linked Pakistan-based groups
to terror attacks, although Mr. Bekri,
the Governor, had specifically done
so two years ago.

“We have never heard of similar
statements from officials in the
Xinjiang Autonomous Region in
China,” the Foreign Ministry said.

“China is a victim of terrorism.
Some regions, including Xinjiang, are
facing a threat from ‘East Turkestan’
terrorist forces as represented by
ETIM. The terrorist activities are not
only a severe threat to the national
security of China, but also a severe
threat to the peace and stability of
relevant countries and regions.”

The government said the ETIM
was “increasing its usage of the
Internet to incite and spread terrorist
extreme thoughts” and was looking
“to increase collusion with interna-
tional terrorist forces”.

The Ministry, however, did not
directly respond to a question on
whether China would discuss the ter-
ror problem with Pakistan during Mr.
Hussain’s visit, only saying both sides
would exchange “in-depth views” in
“various fields”.

It said China had “good coop-
eration with countries like Pakistan”
in fighting the ETIM, and had “appre-
ciated” and supported Pakistan’s
implementation of anti-terror strate-
gies “according to its own national
conditions”.

‘Far-reaching’

The Ministry said it believed the

economic corridor plan would have

a “far-reaching” impact on the region.
Officials said the second meet-

ing of the corridor’s joint cooperation
committee will be held this week, to
follow up on three working groups
that discussed energy links, transpor-
tation infrastructure and comprehen-
sive planning projects.

Scrap 15 of 44 dams planned
across Siang in Arunachal:
CWC report

A report commissioned by the
Central Water Commission has recom-
mended scrapping of 15 of the 44
dams planned across the Siang river
in Arunachal Pradesh. It has also sug-
gested stricter regulations for the
ones that are to be built in future.

The report has warned that the
proposed 44 dams, meant to estab-
lish a capacity of 18,293 MW, will af-
fect the river ecology and biodiversity
and the region all the way down to
Assam. Cumulatively, the projects will
impact more than 500 km of river
stretch. Of this, 353 km will be con-
verted into reservoirs, and water will
travel through tunnels for another
160.8 km. More than 18,000 hectares
of forests will be impacted. The Union
Ministry of Environment and Forests
will consider the report at the next
meeting of its Forest Advisory Com-
mittee before it assesses the contro-
versial 700-MW Tato Il project, which
the UPA government has pushed
hard to clear. But the CWC report
notes that the downstream impact of
the dams will be felt all the way to
Guwahati. The report notes: “Siang
Lower HEP (2,700 MW), Siang Up-
per Stage Il (3,750 MW) and Siang
Upper Stage | (6,000 MW) are
planned to cover almost the entire
length of the Siang in India. 208.5 km
of the river will be converted into one
continuous reservoir as all three
projects are planned back-to-back
without any free flowing intermedi-
ate river stretch.”

The report only asks for the
smaller capacity dams, with a total
capacity of 473.5 MW, to be done
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away with.

“It is strongly recommended
that after dropping these projects,
these river reaches should be kept
free. These projects should not be
re-allotted by altering their features,
locations and names. Also on other
free stretches/tributaries, no further
hydropower projects should be
planned/allotted in the entire Siang
basin even if they are small (less than
25 MW) and do not fall within the
purview of the EIA notification,” says
the report.

The Ministry has decided to as-
sess the Tato Il project for clearance,
claiming it is the first project in the
river basin, though it assessed the
1,000-MW Siyom (Middle Siang)
project for environmental clearance
as far back as 2004-05. The Ministry’s
panel for forest clearances will also
review the Lower Yamne State | and
Il projects, which fall in the Siang river
basin and add up to 184 MW. The
CWC report has assessed this sub-
basin to be of the highest biodiversity
value in the overall Siang basin.

Iran, P5+1 eye comprehensive
deal

Envoys from Iran and six world
powers noted the positive negotiat-
ing atmosphere but kept expecta-
tions low as they started talks on Tues-
day in Vienna on a comprehensive
deal to end the stand-off over
Tehran’s nuclear programme.

“We had a promising start this
morning and we hope to continue
this trend in the next three days,” Ira-
nian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said.

Building on an interim deal that
was reached in November in Geneva,
Iran and the five permanent UN Se-
curity Council members plus Ger-
many are aiming to agree on further
limits to Iran’s nuclear programme to
rule out that it could build a nuclear
weapon, in return for the permanent
lifting of all sanctions against Tehran.
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However, officials stressed this
week’s round had the modest goal of
agreeing on the timing and political
level for the diplomatic process
ahead.

“The aim is to create a workable
framework to make the talks proceed
as smoothly as possible,” said Michael
Mann, the spokesman of EU foreign
policy chief Catherine Ashton.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif, said that “this
is the first step of the end phase;
therefore, expectations must not be
high.”

Both sides want to agree on a
long-term timeframe during which
Iran would further cut back its ura-
nium enrichment, limit its uranium
stock, remove doubts about its plu-
tonium-producing Arak reactor
project and allow even more intru-
sive inspections.

In return, the sextet is offering
to permanently scrap all remaining
sanctions, including the ban on Ira-
nian oil exports that have added to
Tehran’s economic woes.

The Geneva deal, which has
been implemented since January,
consists of only partial enrichment
curbs and the suspension of a lim-
ited set of sanctions.

While many countries worry that
Iran could use uranium or plutonium
to build a nuclear weapon, Tehran’s
leaders insist that they are only inter-
ested in civilian nuclear technology.

A glimmer of Syrian hope

The Geneva Il conference on
Syria ended on Saturday in a predict-
able standoff between President
Bashar al Assad’s regime and a sec-
tion of the opposition National Coun-
cil for Syrian Revolutionary and Op-
position Forces (SNC), but it was re-
markable that the talks, held indirectly
with United Nations and Arab League
mediator Lakhdar Brahimi moving
between the two sides, took place at
all. The conflict will enter its fourth

year on March 15; it has so far killed
136,000 people and displaced over
two million amid atrocities by all in-
volved. Even a short truce a few days
ago for the residents of the besieged
city of Homs to leave or acquire food
was negotiated not in Geneva but by
the Homs Governor, Talal al Barazi,
and the UN’s resident coordinator,
Yacoub EIl Hillo. Meanwhile, posi-
tions at Geneva Il — where the parties
were to start implementing the plan
reached at Geneva | on June 30, 2012
— remain bitterly entrenched. Dam-
ascus brands the opposition terror-
ists and insists that Mr. Assad will not
step down; the SNC, for its part, only
attended under pressure from its
Western and West Asian allies and
after a series of internal disagree-
ments. Of its 119 members, only 75
attended the vote in Istanbul, voting
58-14 to go to Geneva II; the repre-
sentatives of Syria’s 10 per cent
Kurdish minority also boycotted the
Swiss talks. Any chance of wider par-
ticipation had ended on January 16,
when the officially sanctioned oppo-
sition National Coordination Commit-
tee (NCC) said it would not attend.
Even worse complications ob-
tain. The Syrian situation has been
called a proxy war involving the West,
Saudi Arabia, and Qatar on the op-
position side, and Russia and Iran plus
the Hezbollah on the regime’s side,
but certain opposition leaders resent
being used thus, and government
officials speak of being treated like
vassals by Iran, Russia, and the
Hezbollah. In addition, the al Qaeda-
linked faction, the Islamic State of
Iragq and al Shams (ISIS), holds the
provincial capital of Rakka in central
Syria, and serves a purpose both for
Damascus, which tells the West that
if the government fell al Qaeda would
win, and for the SNC, which sub-
merges its internal differences to fight
ISIS. Furthermore, Iran, which could
well have some leverage on Mr.
Assad, had no option but to pull out
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of Geneva Il when Washington stated
the precondition that Mr. Assad step
down in any transition process. The
one glimmer of hope in all this is that
since October 2013, opposition and
government members have been
meeting privately at the Chateau de
Bossey in Switzerland. As the United
States and Russia will almost certainly
back any agreement they reach, it is
imperative that those involved con-
tinue talking and that all others stay
away.

Vatican’s moral imperative

The UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child has in a report in-
dicted the Catholic Church for acts
of clerical child abuse, a scandal that
has dogged it for more than a decade
now. Acting under the authority of
the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child, to which the Vatican is a
signatory, the panel has recom-
mended that the Church remove
priests suspected or known to have
resorted to abuse, open its records
on abusers and the bishops who cov-
ered up for them, and turn the cases
over to the civil justice system rather
than let the Vatican’s own justice
department handle them behind
closed doors. The committee has
blamed the Vatican for valuing its own
reputation above the protection of
child-victims, and maintaining a
“code of silence.” It has also urged
the Holy See to ensure that issues of
reproductive health, including access
to information about contraception
and preventing HIV, are included in
the curriculum in Catholic schools,
and to use its moral authority to con-
demn discrimination against children
raised by same-sex couples. The
Vatican promptly hit back, accusing
the committee of exceeding its man-
date and adopting the “prejudiced”
positions of anti-Catholic advocacy
groups. Reacting to the recommen-
dation that the Church amend canon
law to allow abortion in some cases,
it complained that religious freedom
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was being trampled upon, saying that
the committee had “gone beyond its
competence and interfered in the
moral and doctrinal positions of the
Catholic Church.” The Vatican ac-
cused the committee of having ig-
nored its unique status and its efforts
to address the abuse crisis.

Even more problematic is the
Vatican’s effort to wash its hands of
broader responsibility for the stagger-
ing scale of priestly misdeeds. The
argument is that the Church is not
comparable to a global business op-
eration and cannot be expected to
keep in check all clergymen in all parts
of the world. This is a dodge. The
committee has rightly said that by rati-
fying the convention the Vatican
“committed itself to implementing the
convention not only on the territory
of the Vatican City state, but also as
the supreme power of the Catholic
Church through individuals and insti-
tutions placed under its authority.”
Pope Francis has generated hopes of
a new dawn, but on the question of
abuse, he is simply not there yet, al-
though last year he termed it “the
shame of the Church.” His predeces-
sor Benedict XVI apologised to
abuse victims and called for zero tol-
erance, but rhetoric seems to have
outstripped real action. The Church
hierarchy should appreciate the ur-
gency of the issue. There will be a
heavy moral cost involved if it insists
on looking for legal loopholes.

Japan’s Fukushima plant leaks
radioactive water

About 100 tons of water con-
taining high levels of radioactive ma-
terial leaked at the damaged Japa-
nese nuclear power plant in
Fukushima, the operator of the plant
said on Thursday.

Tokyo Electric Power Co
(TEPCO) said it had detected the
leak from a storage tank at the
Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power
Station on Wednesday night.

The leaked water contained

230 million becquerels per litre of
beta-ray emitting substances, consist-
ing mainly of strontium 90, broad-
caster NHK reported, citing Tokyo
Electric officials.

The level is about 7.6 million
times the government’s limit for wa-
ter allowed to be released into the
ocean, NHK said.

The cause of the leak is still un-
der investigation, said Tokyo Electric
spokesman Masaaki Fukai.

But he said it was likely to have
been caused by a faulty valve in the
pipes that transfers water from a de-
contamination facility to storage
tanks.

Two other valves leading to the
troubled storage tank were also left
open, which seems to have resulted
in the unexpected flow of water into
the tank and caused an overflow, Mr.
Masaaki said.

Tokyo Electric said the latest
leak had stopped earlier on Thursday,
six hours after the trouble was first
detected.

The operator did not believe
the contaminated water had reached
the Pacific Ocean because “the tank
is located several hundred metres
away from the sea and there are no
spillways near the tank,” Mr. Masaaki
said.

Tokyo Electric is injecting wa-
ter into the three reactors to keep
them cool, and has been battling leaks
from storage containers where the
resulting radioactive water is being
stored

IMF projects 5.4% growth for
India in 2014-15

Projecting a growth rate of 4.6
per cent this year, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) on Thursday
said the Indian economy is likely to
expand by 5.4 per cent on stronger
global scenario, improving export
competitiveness, a favourable mon-
soon and a confidence boost after
recent policy actions.
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The multilateral agency also
sees inflation, driven by food prices,
remaining near double digits in 2014-
15. It also said tight monetary policy
is likely to slow growth recovery.

“Growth is projected at 4.6 per
cent for fiscal year 2013-14, and
should pick up to 5.4 per cent in
2014-15 (at factor cost),” the IMF said
in its report after concluding annual
discussions with India.

Stronger global growth, improv-
ing export competitiveness, a
favourable monsoon and a confi-
dence boost from recent policy ac-
tions should deliver a modest growth
rebound, it added.

“However, fiscal restraint and a
tighter monetary stance will act as
headwinds, slowing the recovery,”
IMF said.

Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram in his interim budget
on last Monday had said economy
was picking up and 6 per cent
growth was doable in the 2014-15.

Stressing that the economy is
more stable now than what it was two
years ago, he had said, “Efforts must
be to ensure that this upturn remains
an upturn ...towards our goal of 6 per
cent in 2014-15. It’s doable.”

The IMF said consumer prices
based inflation is expected to remain
near double-digits well into next year,
driven by high food inflation that
feeds into wages and core inflation.

Well-entrenched inflation ex-
pectations, a weaker rupee and on-
going energy price increases are
other factors that could push up the
consumer price index (CPI), IMF said.

Retail inflation, as measured by
consumer price index, fell to 24-
month low of 8.79 per cent in Janu-
ary mainly due to a drop in food
prices.

The Reserve Bank factors both,
retail and wholesale price based, in-
flation data in its monetary policy. Re-
cently, an RBI appointed committee
has suggested the central bank
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should focus on CPlinflation and aim
to bring it down to 8 per cent by year,
and to 6 per cent by 2016.

Pension deal for veterans

As a parting gift that would pre-
sumably fetch some electoral returns
from families of ex-servicemen and
serving defence personnel, who rep-
resent a vocal vote bank in them-
selves, the UPA-Il government has
announced the acceptance of the
long-pending demand for ‘one rank,
one pension’ (OROP) for defence
veterans. The removal of anomalies
in the pension regime, caused follow-
ing the Fifth and Sixth Pay Commis-
sion awards, is only fair and just. Sol-
diers of the same rank and same
length of service should thus receive
a similar quantum of pension, regard-
less of when they retire. Currently,
those who retired before 2006 re-
ceive less than their counterparts,
even their juniors, retiring later. The
scheme will cost an estimated
Rs.2,000 crore a year, although the
interim budget has made a provision
only for Rs.500 crore for the current
year. While the details emerge, some
scepticism over whether it truly meets
the OROP concept or will only pro-
vide modified parity in pension,
seems to be doing the rounds. But
by and large, the decision appears
set to benefit some three million de-
fence pensioners from 2014-15.
There are 2.4 million retired military
personnel in India, besides widow-
pensioners and others. In pitching the
demand, defence personnel have
long argued that they work in a
sharply pyramidal system, with retire-
ments coming early on in service un-
like their civil service counterparts
who serve until the age of 60. While
just a few men in uniform make the
cut and rise to higher positions in the
services, almost every civil servant
attains superannuation while at the
top of the ladder. This leads to a
marked difference in their pensions

as well. While other grievances relat-
ing to medical and disability benefits
and so on remain, OROP is a well-
deserved deal for retired defence
personnel.

While the concerns of veterans’
welfare are addressed, issues that
India’s armed forces are confronted
with on the personnel front should
not be lost sight of. Just this week,
the Standing Committee on Defence
in a report tabled in Parliament ex-
pressed “dismay” at the shortage of
personnel in the armed forces. It
noted that the Army has a “record
shortage” of 9,384 officers: while the
authorised strength is 52,859, it is
making do with 43,475 officers.
Shortages face the Navy and Air
Force as well. In the other ranks, the
Army is short of 20,561 personnel,
while the Navy is short of 1,561 offic-
ersand 11,825 sailors. The Air Force
is short of 659 officers and 3,674 Air-
men. Shortfalls and gaps in force lev-
els need to be realistically assessed
and addressed to meet India’s de-
fence needs. It should also be en-
sured that armed forces personnel
continue to get a morale boost in terms
of pay, perquisites, working condi-
tions and career prospects

Back from the brink in Ukraine

Ukraine’s President Viktor
Yanukovych has recognised the in-
creasingly dangerous nature of the
situation in his country by announc-
ing early elections and a return to the
2004 Constitution, which will limit the
President’s powers. This follows es-
calating violence over the last several
days, in which — according to the
Health Ministry — 77 people, includ-
ing police personnel, have been
killed and 577 injured. International
condemnation was rapid, with U.S.
President Barack Obama warning
against Ukrainian military involvement
and calls for sanctions coming from
German Chancellor Angela Merkel
and French President Francois
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Hollande. Reactions within Ukraine
have included the occupation of civic
buildings in the western city of Lviv;
rail services between the capital,
Kiev, and Lviv were suspended, and
at least 45 Ukrainian athletes have
returned home from the Winter Olym-
pics in Sochi. The violence caused
severe divisions throughout the coun-
try, with several police officers sid-
ing with or joining the protesters; as it
was, the Yanukovych government had
long incurred public distrust for cor-
ruption and nepotism.

In addition, the President’s own
moves had exacerbated the uncer-
tainty; for example, he replaced the
head of the armed forces, Colonel-
General Volodymyr Zamana, with
Admiral Yuriy llyin, but without giv-
ing reasons. The Defence Ministry
also said the military might be used
for “antiterrorist” operations, but le-
gally the government is obliged first
to impose a state of emergency, and
the armed forces have rightly re-
sisted getting involved. One ugly de-
velopment has been the rising politi-
cal star of far-right groups such as
Prawy Sektor (Right Sector) and the
anti-Semitic Svoboda, the third-larg-
est opposition party. Right Sector says
it did not agree to the February 19
“truce” and that there was “nothing
to negotiate.” The focus now, how-
ever, must be on orderly and peace-
ful progress towards elections which
must be impeccably conducted if the
country is not to face further crises.
That particularly requires genuinely
constructive conduct on the part of
Russia and the European Union; the
latter has been less than straightfor-
ward at times, as its earlier associa-
tion agreement with Ukraine —
which Mr. Yanukovych abandoned in
December 2013 — was tied to Inter-
national Monetary Fund conditions
and to closer military cooperation
between Ukraine and the EU’s
NATO-dominated military institu-
tions. Crucially, only 30 per cent of
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Ukrainians supported the deal, which
also incurred Moscow’s displeasure.
Now, however, Ukrainians have an
opportunity to make their own deci-
sions about their future in the best
possible way, with a democratic elec-
tion; they must make the most of it.

Whistleblowers’ Protection
Bill passed

ABIll to set up a regular mecha-
nism to encourage persons to disclose
information on corruption or wilful
misuse of power by public servants,
including Ministers, was passed by
the Rajya Sabha on Friday.

The Whistleblowers’ Protection
Bill also seeks to provide for “ad-
equate protection to persons report-
ing corruption or wilful misuse of dis-
cretion which causes a demonstrable
loss to the government, or commis-
sion of a criminal offence by a public
servant.”

The Bill sets forth the proce-
dure for inquiring into the disclosures
and provides for safeguards against
victimisation. At the same time, it pro-
vides punishment for false or frivo-
lous complaints.

In his reply, Minister of State for
Personnel V. Narayanasamy said the
law would supplement the RTI Act
in checking corruption.

He said some members sought
to bring amendments. However,
since it was the last day of the ses-
sion, he was not pushing them as the
Bill would lapse. “But appropriate
steps will be taken to address their
concerns through constitutional
methods in 10 days.”

The Bill was passed by the Lok
Sabha in 2011 and was taken up by
the Rajya Sabha in 2012. However, it
could not be passed because of the
death of Union Minister Vilasrao
Deshmukh.

Responding to a suggestion that
steps be taken to protect those who
had blown the whistle on corruption
prior to the passage of the Bill, Mr.

Narayanasamy said the government
had already brought a resolution in
2004, empowering the Central Vigi-
lance Commission to protect the
whistleblowers.

The definition of ‘disclosure’ has
also been amended to include wilful
misuse of power or discretion, which
leads to a demonstrable loss to the
government or a demonstrable gain
to a public servant or any third party.
The definition of competent author-
ity to which a complaint can be made
has also been expanded.Mr.
Narayanasamy said the Centre would
write to the Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment for enactment of a similar
law, after Karan Singh of the Congress
made the suggestion. The Bill does
not cover the State due the special
status enjoyed by it.

Democracy in peril

Indian democracy has overtime
shown aresilience that has been mar-
velled at the world over. Yet, 67 years
after its birth, the world’s largest de-
mocracy is faced with a crisis of faith
too scarily large to be ignored. As the
15th Lok Sabha comes to an ignomini-
ous end, it is no longer possible to
put off the question: are we a democ-
racy only in name? Without a proac-
tive course correction, India’s robust
record in conducting elections could
end up being just that — a ritualistic,
five-yearly obeisance to democracy
that hides the appalling state of the
country’s institutions, in particular
Parliament which today resembles a
wrestling arena. In truth, the compari-
son would insult the sport of wres-
tling, which is governed by well laid-
out rules and regulations. By contrast,
parliamentary misbehaviour would
seem to have no boundaries, with
new lows marked in every session,
and progressively higher levels of tol-
erance required of presiding officers,
who have had to throw up their hands
in the face of aggression by those they
have been mandated to monitor.

Even by this abysmal standard,
few could have bargained for what
happened in the concluding session
of the 15th Lok Sabha. An irate MP
from Seemandhra used pepper spray,
causing immense distress to fellow-
parliamentarians. A dark chapter was
added to this saga when the Lok
Sabha passed The Andhra Pradesh
Re-organisation Bill amidsta TV black-
out. There cannot be a worse com-
mentary on the state of democracy
than the blackout of the proceedings
of the lower House of Parliament
where the collective will of the
people is deemed to reside. It would
seem only natural then that the 15th
Lok Sabha should have recorded the
worst performance in more than 50
years; productivity, which was 107
per cent in the third Lok Sabha,
scaled a peak of 120 per cent in the
seventh, only to crash to 61 per cent
in the 15th; the outgoing Lok Sabha
passed 177 of the 326 Bills sched-
uled for passage. Tragically, Indian
parliamentarians are second to none
in legislative acumen and debating
skills — as was witnessed during the
debates on the Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Bill, 2011, as well as on the occasions
when the Opposition skewered the
executive on its interminable scams.
The Congress and the Bharatiya
Janata Party also set aside their dif-
ferences to help pass the Bills on the
Lokpal and the Telangana state. This
shows that with some will, Parliament
can yet be salvaged. The time has
come for presiding officers to redeem
the pledge they have repeatedly
made at countless conferences, to
“evolve and observe” a “code of con-
duct” for legislators and create strong
disincentives against disruption. The
start for this has necessarily to be the
realisation that India’s future is imper-
illed if its Parliament is imperilled.

Iran keeps the door open

The Vienna talks between Iran
and the E3/EU+3 group, acting for
the P5+1, reached a constructive
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conclusion on February 20, with Iran’s
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif and the
European Union’s High Representa-
tive for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Catherine Ashton making iden-
tical statements, in Farsi and English
respectively, that the parties had
identified all the issues necessary for
along-term deal. In effect, they have
agreed on the framework for a “com-
prehensive and final agreement.” The
next round of talks is to start on March
17, again in the Austrian capital. Un-
der the interim agreement, Iran will
stop producing uranium enriched to
nearly 20 per cent, will dilute half the
stockpile it has already enriched to
the same level, and will continue con-
verting the rest to a form unsuitable
for further enrichment. In addition,
Tehran will not enrich uranium in
about half the centrifuges at Natanz
and three quarters of those at Fordo.
It will manufacture equipment only
to repair existing machines, and will
put the Arak heavy-water reactor on
indefinite hold. It will not build any
more enrichment facilities. Further-
more, the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency will be able to inspect
Natanz and Fordo on a daily basis,
and the Arak reactor at least on a
monthly basis.

On the other side, the western
countries in particular have under-
taken not to impose further nuclear-
related sanctions if Iran fulfils its
Vienna commitments; they will also
pay Iran a total of $4.2 billion in oil
revenues, allow Iran to resume ex-
porting precious metals, suspend
sanctions on Iran’s petrochemical
exports, and permit the Islamic Re-
public to import goods and services
for automobile manufacturing plants.
In addition, they will maintain their
current levels of crude oil imports
from Iran, and will allow Iran’s civil
airlines to acquire spare parts and
services. Yet the deal already faces
interference. Israel is pushing certain
western governments to include

Iran’s missile programme in future
talks, thereby showing its own anxi-
ety that a final agreement will be
reached without it. Saudi Arabia,
which sees Iran as a theological and
political rival, will also view the cur-
rent prospects with alarm. Iran’s will-
ingness, however, to keep the door
open need cause neither surprise nor
suspicion. It was in fact the United
States which, by providing uranium
enriched to 93 per cent, helped start
Iran’s nuclear programme in 1967,
and Tehran aimed for nuclear self-
sufficiency only after the West im-
posed sanctions on the Khomeini re-
gime in the 1980s. There could be
no clearer evidence for continued
engagement between the P5+1 and
Iran, and both sides must reach fair
and just final-status arrangements
without delay.

Studying Earth’s distant past
can teach us lessons about its climate
for the future

How can air bubbles trapped
in ice for millions of years, or fossilised
fern fronds, or the chemical make-up
of rocks that were underwater in the
distant past provide us with an inkling
of our future?

The answer lies in these clues
provided by studying the Pliocene
epoch, the span of geological time
that stretched from 5.3 to 2.6 million
years ago. This period of Earth’s his-
tory is interesting for many reasons,
but one of the most profound is that
the Earth’s atmosphere apparently
contained high concentrations of
carbon dioxide. Our best estimates
suggest concentrations of about 300-
400 parts per million (ppm) — much
higher than concentrations of 100
years ago, but the same or lower than
today after centuries of
industrialisation and fossil fuel burn-
ing.

So studying the Pliocene could
provide valuable insight into the type
of planet we are creating via global
warming. Our researchers at the
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Cabot Institute recently released a
video on the topic, which has coin-
cided with pronounced flooding
across the UK and renewed attention
focused on our weather and climate.
There is little doubt that increased
carbon dioxide concentrations will
cause global warming. The key ques-
tions are how much, and with what
consequences.

One of the key lessons from
Earth history is climate sensitivity. Cli-
mate sensitivity can be expressed in
various ways, but in its simplest sense
it is a measure of how much warmer
the Earth becomes for a given dou-
bling of atmospheric carbon dioxide
concentrations.

This is well known for the Pleis-
tocene, and especially the past
800,000 years of Earth history, a pe-
riod for which we have detailed tem-
perature reconstructions and carbon
dioxide records derived from
bubbles of gas trapped in ancient ice
cores.

During that time, across several
ice ages, the planet’s climate sensi-
tivity showed warming of about 2.5-
3°C for a doubling of carbon diox-
ide, which falls in the middle of the
range of predictions given by mod-
els. Ice core records, however, ex-
tend back no more than a million
years, and this time period is gener-
ally characterised by colder climates
than those of today. If we want to
explore climate sensitivity on a
warmer planet, we must look further
back into Earth history, to times such
as the Pliocene.

Reconstructing atmospheric
carbon dioxide concentrations with-
out relying on ice cores is admittedly
more challenging. Instead of directly
measuring the concentration of car-
bon dioxide in gas bubbles, we must
rely on indirect records. For example,
carbon dioxide concentration influ-
ences the number of stomata (pores)
on plant leaves, and this can be mea-
sured on the fossils of ancient leaves.
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Alternatively, there are a number of
geochemical tools based on how car-
bon dioxide affects the pH of sea-
water, or how algae take up carbon
dioxide as they photosynthesise —
these are recorded in the chemical
composition of ancient fossils.

These means of drawing esti-
mates come with larger margins of
error, but they still provide key in-
sights into climate sensitivity on a
warmer Earth. Recent research indi-
cates that these various carbon diox-
ide estimates of Pliocene carbon di-
oxide levels are converging, giving
added confidence from which to
derive estimates of climate sensitiv-
ity. In particular, it seems an increase
of carbon dioxide from about
280ppm (equivalent to that before
the industrial revolution) to about
400ppm in the Pliocene resulted in
an Earth warmer by 2°C.

Taking into account other fac-
tors, this suggests a climate sensitiv-
ity of about 3°C, which confirms both
the Pleistocene and model-based es-
timates. It also suggests that we have
yet to experience the full conse-
quences of the greenhouse gases al-
ready added to the atmosphere, let
alone those we are still putting into it.

So then, what was this much
warmer world like? First of all, it was
not an inhospitable planet — plants
and animals thrived. This should not
be a surprise — in fact, the Earth was
much warmer even further back into
the past. The changes in the climate
we are inducing is a problem for us
humans, and for our societies, not the
planet we’re on. However, the
Pliocene was a rather different world.
For example — relevant considering
current events in Britain — higher glo-
bal temperatures were associated
with a climate that was also wetter
than at present. That provides impor-
tant corroborating evidence for mod-
els that predict a warmer and wetter
future.

Perhaps most striking, sea level

appears to have been between 10 to
40 metres higher than today, indicat-
ing that both the Greenland Ice Sheet
and Antarctic Ice Sheet were mark-
edly smaller. To put that into context,
the Met Office has already com-
mented on how flooding in the UK
has been affected by sea level rise of
12cm over the last 100 years, and will
be exacerbated further by another
5-7cm by 2030.

We must be careful in how we
extract climate lessons from the geo-
logical record, and that is particularly
true when we consider ice sheet
behaviour. One widely discussed
concept is ice sheet hysteresis. This
is a fancy way of saying that due to
feedback mechanisms, it could be
easier to build an ice sheet on
Greenland or Antarctica than it is to
melt one. If hysteresis is a force
stabilising our current ice sheets, then
it may be that a planet with today’s
carbon dioxide levels of 400 ppm will
not necessarily have a sea level 20
metres higher than that of today — as
it was during the Pliocene. On the
other hand if hysteresis is rather weak,
then the question is not whether we
will see such a massive sea level
change, but how long it will take to
arrive (probably hundreds or even
thousands of years).

Most importantly, the collective
research into Earth history, including
the Pliocene, reveals that Earth’s cli-
mate can and has changed. It also
reveals that climate does not just
change randomly: it changes when
forced in ways that are relatively well
understood —one of these is the con-
centration of carbon dioxide in our
atmosphere. And consequently,
there is little doubt from Earth’s his-
tory that transforming fossil carbon
underground into carbon dioxide in
the air —as we are doing today — will
significantly affect the climate we
experience for the foreseeable fu-
ture.

Professor Rich Pancost gives a
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public lecture on how biogeochemi-
cal cycles have regulated the global
climate system throughout Earth’s his-
tory today, February 25th, in Bristol.
The event is free and open to all.
Richard Pancost receives fund-

ing from the RCUK (NERC) to sup-
port this research.

Panel on new bank licences
submits report

The Bimal Jalan panel which
was scrutinising applications for new
bank licences has submited its report
to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
Tuesday.

“We have submitted report (on
new bank licences) to RBI,” Mr. Jalan,
a former Reserve Bank Governor, said
after a four-hour meeting here.

The report contains names of
entities eligible for bank licences. It
was not immediately known how
many applicants have been
shortlisted by the high-level advisory
panel.

The panel started the process
of evaluations with the first meeting
on November 1, 2013.

Other members of the commit-
tee are former RBI Deputy Governor
Usha Thorat, former Securities and
Exchange Board of India Chairman C
B Bhave and Nachiket M Mor, Direc-
tor of the Central Board of Directors
of the RBI.

The central bank issued guide-
lines for licensing of new banks on
February 22 last year and issued clari-
fications in June.

Public sector units India Post
and IFCI and private sector Anil
Ambani group and Aditya Birla
group are among the 25 players in
the fray for bank licences. Bajaj Fi-
nance, Muthoot Finance, Religare
Enterprises and Shriram Capital have
also applied.

In the past 20 years, the RBI has
licensed 12 banks in the private sec-
tor in two phases. Ten banks were
licensed on the basis of guidelines
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issued in January 1993. Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Yes Bank were
the last two entities to get banking
licences from the RBI in 2003—04.

India has 27 public sector
banks, 22 private sector banks and
56 regional rural banks.

In the 2001 round of guidelines
for new licences, the committee
members were C G Somiah, former
government auditor CAG, | G Patel,
former RBI Governor, and Dipankar
Basu, former head of State Bank of
India

Giving agriculture its due

There are obviously several di-
mensions to India’s recent agricultural
performance which Finance Minister
P. Chidambaram in his budget speech
termed as “stellar”. A week before the
budget, Agriculture Minister Sharad
Pawar had announced that foodgrain
production is on course to touch a
new record of 263 million tonnes, up
from 255.36 million tonnes last year.
The good performance is seen with
regard to other crops too. Estimates
of production of sugarcane, pulses,
cotton and oilseeds are also encour-
aging. A good agricultural season has
contained farm prices, and moderat-
ing food prices are behind the steep
fall in both retail and WPI inflation in
January. Just as important, news of a
bumper agricultural harvest has, to
some extent, dampened inflation
expectations. Arguably, the most
noticeable feature has been the con-
tribution of agriculture to overall GDP
growth this year. The Central Statisti-
cal Organisation in its advance esti-
mates has projected growth in agri-
culture and allied activities at 4.6 per
cent during the current year, with
overall GDP growing at only 4.9 per
cent. Since industry and the usually
dependable services sector have dis-
appointed, the farm sector is seen to
have almost single-handedly under-
pinned recent economic growth.
Even over a longer period the track

record has been good. Over the past
ten years, agriculture has grown by
around 4 per cent a year on an aver-
age, but it must be pointed out that
during most of that period the mon-
soons were satisfactory.

It is obvious from recent expe-
rience that supportive government
policies by themselves cannot keep
agricultural production growing at a
high rate during periods when the
monsoons fail or are below par. The
question has therefore been asked
whether during 2014-15, the mon-
soons will continue to be beneficial.
With dependence on the monsoons
still being high, for next year the con-
tribution of agriculture to economic
growth cannot be taken for granted.
Ironically, the very success of agricul-
ture has exposed the weakness of
some government policies, which are
tilted towards cereals, to the detri-
ment of other essential food prod-
ucts. Specifically, the periodic hikes
in minimum support prices and open-
ended procurement have resulted in
an imbalance, leading to a glut in the
production of rice. Minimum support
prices have in practice become pro-
curement prices, and with State gov-
ernments adding to it a bonus, the
cost of procurement has become
high. Besides, storage has been a se-
rious problem. Government godowns
are overflowing at a time when ce-
real inflation is still high. All this sug-
gests that the government’s major in-
tervention in the farm sector through
minimum support prices needs a
closer look

Central African dilemma

In December 2013, France in-
tervened in an African civil war for
the second time in a year, again un-
der impeccable United Nations au-
thority, but it now faces an increas-
ingly difficult predicament in the
Central African Republic (CAR). The
first intervention, in Mali, was a suc-
cess for French President Francois
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Hollande, as French and African
Union (AU) troops restored stability
and blocked an imminent takeover
by the Maghreb-based and al Qaeda-
linked extreme Islamist group Ansar
Dine. In CAR, however, several con-
straints obtain, such as local condi-
tions, French public reluctance to
commit more troops, and the unwill-
ingness of the European Union and
the United States to help. These are
making it more likely that CAR will
collapse into what a U.N. official has
called ethnic-religious cleansing,
even though the country has no his-
tory of religious strife. Even partition
now looms, despite desperate efforts
by CAR Interim President Catherine
Samba Panza; half of CAR’s 4.6 mil-
lion people are Christians, and 15 per
cent, or about 700,000, are Muslims.
The fighting has taken at least 2,000
lives and displaced about a million
people, many of whom are barely
surviving in terrible conditions;
80,000 Muslims have reportedly fled
the north to Chad and the west to
Cameroon. The killings have been
extremely brutal, and Christian mili-
tias, called the anti-balaka (Sango for
anti-machete), are massacring Mus-
lim civilians in revenge for killings of
their co-religionists by Muslim militias
called the Séléka, which engaged in
such killings themselves after over-
throwing President Francois Bozizé
in March 2013.

French troops in CAR, however,
have not done everything they could
have done, even if their numbers have
been raised from 1,600 to 2,000, and
their task is to help a 6,000-strong Af-
rican Union force; the narrow streets
in the capital Bangui and dense veg-
etation in the rural areas make heavy
military equipment and air power in-
effective, and more ground troops are
needed. Human Rights Watch emer-
gency director Peter Bouckaert has
told the BBC that he saw French
troops sitting still while civilians were
murdered barely yards away, and
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other eyewitnesses speak of Chadian
troops escorting Séléka fighters
across the border; the Chadian army
has lost men and has reportedly killed
CAR civilians. In addition, western
interest in the country is low; it is land-
locked and of little strategic impor-
tance to the west. In other regions of
the world, nevertheless, concern is
growing, and West Asian govern-
ments are paying closer attention. A
failure of political will in France, the
EU, and the United States could
make CAR yet another target for what
could well be externally-funded Is-
lamist extremists.

A water agenda

It is the time of the year when
political manifestos are being written
and candidates are traipsing the
length and breadth of constituencies
meeting and confabulating with vot-
ers. The election season is the right
time to engage with the governance
system to address burning problems
which are faced by the electorate.
Since it happens to be the onset of
summer, water will be the priority
item for many a candidate to grapple
with and address.

The situation with drinking wa-
ter is abysmal. Most of our cities and
towns get intermittent supply of wa-
ter once in several days and that too
of dubious quality. Most of the slums
and low income areas get even lesser
water, if at all, and people have to
struggle and pay a huge sum for a pot.

Our water supply institutions
are simply incapable of bringing wa-
terto all. Institutional reform is a must
and building capacity even more im-
portant. Is it time for specialised
drinking water institutions to be cre-
ated for both rural and urban areas
charged with the responsibility with
bringing 24/7 water supply and sew-
erage service to all at affordable
price?

State of distress

Ourrrivers, lakes and tanks in all

our cities and towns are in a state of
distress. Even in villages the state of
water bodies is pathetic. Is it not time
that the specialised water institution
also take responsibility for all water
bodies in the cities and towns and
revive them too?

Pollution has been a bane for
water bodies with entire rivers bio-
logically dead for long stretches. A
war on pollution will need to be de-
clared and a national river and lake
revival mission started immediately.

Sanitation has been a bug bear
for India, with the single largest num-
ber of people defecating in the open
coming from this country. Within
three years open defecation will
need to be eliminated by launching
a people’s movement for a clean en-
vironment. Especially in cities, treated
wastewater with the setting up of
sewage treatment plants can be-
come a resource to fill lakes, wetlands
and rivers and enhance bio-diversity.

From austerity to growth

In a noticeable change in its
stance, the G-20, comprising the
world’s biggest economies, at the
recent meeting in Sydney decided
to shift emphasis from championing
austerity to promoting growth at a
time when the financial crisis in seen
to be receding. Towards that end,
Finance Ministers and central bank
governors of the G-20 agreed to tar-
get reforms aimed at adding more
than $2 trillion to the global economy
over five years. Political leaders from
the bloc who will meet in November
are expected to outline what reforms
they expect to implement to achieve
the target. Yet the tasks of identifying
reforms and implementing them in a
synchronised manner among coun-
tries are not easy. For one, the world’s
biggest economies are not a homog-
enous lot. Even the traditional
categorisation such as advanced and
developing economies falls flat when
individual countries in each sub-
group exhibit diverse characteristics.
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Among advanced economies, the
U.S. is ahead with recovery gather-
ing steam. Countries of the EU, on the
other hand, are still struggling to come
out of the recession, although they
have put their worst days behind
them.Another important develop-
ment often highlighted by institutions
such as the IMF is that while in the
early post-recovery period, China and
India along with a few other devel-
oping countries were spearheading
global growth, the position is now
reversed with the advanced econo-
mies led by the U.S. emerging in the
forefront. All these explain why the
joint G-20 communique cannot be
anything but bland. It talks of ambi-
tious but realistic policies to lift the
collective GDP to 2 per cent above
the trajectory implied by current poli-
cies, over the coming five years. The
fixing of a numerical target for future
growth is considered significant. In
the past, the G-20 has shied away
from fixing numbers in such areas as
fiscal adjustments. India’s strong
views on the deleterious conse-
quences of the U.S. Federal Reserve’s
ongoing taper process were accom-
modated in the final communique,
which calls for a continuous calibra-
tion of monetary policy settings by
individual countries and their com-
munication to one another. Another
of India’s key concerns — the reform
of the IMF quota system to give de-
veloping economies a greater say —
was also taken on board. The G-20,
comprising the biggest industrialised
and developing countries account-
ing for 85 per cent of the world
economy, might have regained some
relevance which it was fast losing as
countries went their own ways, How-
ever, even its most notable success
— persuading members to shift gears
from austerity to growth — has met
with scepticism from certain key
members, who have termed the nu-
merical targets aspirational rather than
realistic.
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INDO-SRI LANKA FISHERMEN ISSUE

Background

The issue of capture and impris-
oning of fishermen by the Coast
Guards of India and Sri Lanka respec-
tively, has been one of the major
bone of contention in the betterment
of the Indo-Sri Lanka relations. Apart
from the issue of Tamils in Sri Lanka,
the issue of Fishermen has been a
major source of bitterment of rela-
tions between the two nations.

Due to this issue, the state of
Tamil Nadu has been raising repeat-
edly, concerns over the security of
the state's fishermen and their eco-
nomic interest.

However, there have been cer-
tain developments in this regard, with
both- India and Sri Lanka, taking steps
to reconcile the matter, through
peaceful channels. It is in this con-
text that several developments and
initiatives have been made on the is-
sue of resettlement of the fishermen
of both countries.

Indo-Sri Lanka Marine
Relations: Some Irritants

There are certain irritants in the
Indo-Lankan relations, that are an im-

pediment in the establishment of
friendly relations between the two
nations.

Katchchativu Island- One of the
contentious issue pertain to the sta-
tus of Katchchativu island in the
Palk Bay area. The Palk Strait region is
a stretch of sea about 30 km long, that
separates India's Tamil Nadu state
from Sri Lanka's northern province. It
is a barren island, that is a disputed
territory between the two countries.
In 1974, India agreed to Sri Lanka's
sovereignty over the island, but with
some safeguards for the Indian fish-
ermen. However, the agreement was
vague, and could not address the is-
sue adequately.

The Lankan government re-
mained dissatisfied as, the agreement
did not give any fishing right to the
Lankan fishermen, except the right
to dry their fishing nets and the right
of pilgrims to visit the island for reli-
gious purposes. Very often, the In-
dian fishermen invaded the Sri Lankan
waters to catch the wide resource of
fisheries. This created bitter relations
between Sri Lankan Navy and the In-
dian fishermen.
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The main issue for the Lankan
Navy was the their inability to distin-
guish between the genuine fishing
vessels and the boats used by the
smugglers, for Tamil militants. This
gave rise to a series of incidents in-
volving indiscriminate firing and kill-
ing of the Indian fishermen, futher
worsening the relations.

Sethusamudram Project- An-
other issue that became a problem
in the betterment of the Indo-Sri
Lanka relations was the
Sethusamudram Shipping Canal
Project, undertaken by India to link
the Palk Bay with the Gulf of Mannar,
through a shipping canal. The pur-
pose of the project was to cut the
total distance between the eastern
and western coasts of India, and to
develop the coastal regions of Tamil
Nadu. Environmentalists, however,
feel that all these developments are
detrimental to the natural heritage of
the region.

Colombo has reservations on this
projects, as it implies a loss of the
container traffic at Colombo and Galle
ports. Interestingly, LTTE was also
opposed to project!
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Recent Developments:
Fishermen Resettlement Issue

The fisheries conflicts has in re-
cent months figured high on the
agenda of bilateral ties. Nearly 600
Indian fishermen were arrested by Sri
Lankan Navy on charges of illegal fish-
ing activity in 2013. India has com-
mitted to host the Joint Working
Group meeting on Fisheries, which
seek to evolve a solution to the Palk
Bay conflict.

After rounds of negotiations and
high level ministerial meetings, Sri
Lanka agreed to release 275 fisher-
men to India. In return, India agreed
to release the Lankan fishermen as
well.

At another round of negotia-
tions, both the government have
agreed to release 160 Sri Lankan fish-
ermen and 236 Indian fishermen re-
spectively.

The agreement between India
and Sri Lanka to empty their jails of
each other's fishermen is an encour-
aging sign that both sides have the
will to resolve a long-standing irritant
in bilateral ties.

The Indian Union Agriculture
Minister Sharad Pawar and Sri Lankan
Fisheries and Aquatic Minister Rajitha
Senaratne met and agreed to release
all fishermen in their custody except
those who face charges other than
crossing the International Maritime
Boundary Line. Thus, both sides have
now resolved to sit together at the
negotiation table and find a long-term
solution to the problem of the fishing
communities in the region.

Recently, there have been a ris-
ing demand from the Sri Lankan fish-
ermen for the right to fish in the en-
tire Palk Bay, describing it as their tra-
ditional fishing ground. There are
concerns over this demand as the
area near the disputed territory of
Kachchatheevu is supposed to have
a better catch of fishes.

Many environmentalists blame
the Indian fishing industry for the
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Indo-Sri Lanka Fishermen Issue

appalling state of the Indian coastal
fishing zones. Bad practices like the
indiscriminate use of trawlers that
dredge the entire sea bed, has de-
pleted the resources along the Tamil
Nadu Coast. Indian fishermen, being
better equipped than their Sri Lankan
counterparts, have been creating
havoc in their sides. On the other
hand, the Sri Lankan side is relatively
prosperous due to several reasons.

Back in 2008, when the Sri
Lankan military operations against the
LTTE were intensifying, it became
favorable to the Indian fishermen.
This position, is being re-negotiated
by the Sri Lankan fishermen. With the
backing of the two governments, the
fishermen have now come to the ne-
gotiating table, and to explore the
various options available for licens-
ing and placing restrictions on the
number of fishing days.

Historical Overview of Indo-
Sri Lanka Relations:

LTTE issue- The Sri Lankan civil
war remained the main concern for
decades. The concern of the issue
reached the magnitude that LTTE got
involved in the assasination of the
former PM Rajiv Gandhiin 1991. LTTE
issue added to the complexities of
the Indo-Sri Lankan relations, through
the uncalled for involvement of the
Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF)
in Sri Lanka. IPKF was alleged to be
doing human rights violations against
the civilians in Sri Lanka. The result
was that LTTE itself got engaged in
the armed struggle against IPKF.

Trade Relations- both the coun-
tries are member nations of several
regional and multilateral organiza-
tions, like SAARC, South Asian Co-
operative Environment Programme,
South Asian Economic Union and
BIMSTEC. both the countries have
been working to enhance their cul-
tural and commercial ties. A Bilateral
Free Trade Agreement was signed
and came into effect in 2000. Fur-
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ther, Indo-Sri Lankan trade rose 128%
by 2004 and further quadrupled by
2006, reaching a value of USD 2.6
billion.

Small Development Projects- a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) in Small Development Projects
was signed. it provides for fishing
eqgipments to the fishermen in the
East of Sri Lanka and solar energy
aided computer education.

Bilateral Agreement on Transfer
of Sentenced Persons- signed on
June 9, 2010. It provides for the con-
ditions under which such transfers
can take place and the various obli-
gations of the transferring state and
the receiving state.

Future Prospects

Not to doubt the impact of the
negotiations of the Indo-Sri Lanka
talks but, the real issue, according to
the environmentalists and other ex-
perts, lies in preserving what is left,
by moving away from coastal to deep
sea fishing.

At the same time, the state gov-
ernment should also encourage their
fishermen to diversify their activities
into related activities, such as- deep-
freezing, preserving and canning.

There is, also, great potential for
a close collaboration between Indian
and Sri Lanka, in the field of marine
resource cooperation. The way for-
ward is to find ways to complement
each other's livelihoods, instead of
competing over the scare resources.

Given the growing opposition
among the Indian states, regarding
the political developments in Sri
Lanka, it is imperative that the major
source of tension between the two
nations are resolved through mutual
deliberation and dialogue.

However, what is needed, apart
from the resettlement of the fisher-
men belonging to both the nations, is
a mutually beneficial strategy for a
sustainable and long-term utilization
of the marine resources in the Indian
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Indo-Sri Lanka Fishermen Issue

Ocean. Only a well planned strategy
of utilization of the marine resources,
through a joint pursuit of their re-
spective economic interests could
ensure the long-term friendly relation
between India and Sri Lanka.

The resettlement of the fisher-
men issue, thus, is the first among the
various steps towards a relation

based on mutual cooperation and
understanding. This would also help
India gain in stature and standing in
the South Asia, in the context of the
growing Chinese influence and other
forces.

The settlement of the Indo-Sri
Lankan fishermen issue is crucial to
the establishment of the Indian
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Ocean as a 'Zone of Peace' (I0ZP).
Given the shifting centre of the glo-
bal politics towards Asia, it is impor-
tant that, both- India and Sri Lanka
resolve their mutual concerns
through deliberation, in order to be
able to secure their long term inter-
ests.

Nikhil Gupta
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BUDGET 2014-2015

India has come a long way
since the first Union budget of
independent India was presented
by R. K. Shanmukham Chetty on
November 26, 1949 till the recent
interim budget presented by
P.Chidambaram. ‘Interim —budget’
refers to the budget of a government
that is going through a transition pe-
riod, which at this point of time would
be upcoming lok sabha polls of 2014.
These budgets are common in de-
mocracies where one political party
or a coalition is voted out and an-
other political party or a coalition is
voted into office. The two govern-
ments often have different fiscal
plans, so the old government bud-
get is cut short and a new budget is
created.

2013 was one of the dismal
years when it comes to performance
on the economic front. The growth
rate was as low as 4.9. It might not be
the worst growth rate in relative
terms, but it certainly feels so when
compared to 9.4% growth rate of this
same economy in 2006-07.

Let’s hope that with an abun-
dant monsoon last year and a grip

over inflation and current account
deficit the growth trajectory in India
will be back on it’s track and India
will lead the race for fastest growing
nation in the world , that has an equal
opportunistic impact on the
country’s poor as well. But let’s take a
glance at different aspects of India
economy first:

THE PRESENT ECONOMIC
SCENERIO:

¢ The world economy is very cru-
cial when it comes affecting the
fortune of developing nations
around the globe. And a slow
growth of the world economy
automatically has an adverse
impact on the under-devel-
oped and developing coun-
tries around the globe.

¢ The world economy has been
witnessing a sliding trend in
growth, from 3.9 percent in
2011to 3.1 percent in 2012 and
3 percent in 2013.

¢ The economic situation of ma-
jor trading partners of India,
who are also the major source
of our foreign capital inflows,

continues to be under stress.
United States has just recov-
ered from long recession, Euro
zone, as a whole, is reporting a
growth of 0.2 per cent, and
China’s growth has also slowed
down.

¢ The economic challenges
faced by our country are com-
mon to all emerging economies.

Deficit and Inflation

¢ The fiscal deficit for the year
2013-14 stands at 4.6 percent .

¢ The current account deficit
projected to be to come
down.

# Foreign exchange reserve is
bound to grow.
Fiscal stability at the top of the
Agenda, so is keeping inflation
to a bare minimum.

¢ Food inflationis at 6.2 percent
from as high as that of 13.8 per
cent.

Agriculture

¢ The performance of agricul-
tural sector has been very well.

¢ Food grain production esti-
mated for the current year is
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263 million tonnes compared

to 255.36 million tonnes in
2012-13.

¢ Agriculture export likely to in-
crease.

¢ Agricultural GDP growth for
the current year estimated at
4.6 percent compared to 4.0
percent in the last four years.

Saving/Investment

¢ Savings rate in 2012-13 is 30.1
percent and investment rate is
34.8 percent .

Foreign Trade
¢ Our exports have sharply re-
covered, despite a decline in
growth of global trade.
¢ The estimated merchandise

export is estimated to reach a
growth rate of 6.3 percent.

Manufacturing

¢ The manufacturing sector has
witnessed a sluggish growth
due to deceleration in invest-
ment.

¢ 8NIMZ or National Investment
and Manufacturing Zones
along Delhi Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC) have been an-
nounced and 9 Projects had
been approved by the DMIC

trust.
¢ 3 more Industrial Corridors con-
necting Chennai and

Bengaluru, Bengaluru and
Mumbai& Amritsar and Kolkata
are under different stages of
preparatory works.
Infrastructure

¢ In2012-13 and in nine months
of the current financial year, 29,
350 MW of power capacity, 3,
928 Kms of National Highways,
39, 144 Kms of Rural Roads,
3,343 Kms of New Railway track
and 217.5 million tones of ca-
pacity per annum in our ports
have been created to give a big
boost to infrastructure indus-
tries.

¢ 19 Oil and Gas blocks were

given out for exploration and 7
new Air ports are under con-
struction.

Infrastructure debt funds have
been promoted to provide fi-
nances for infrastructure
Projects.

Exchange Rates
¢ Rupee came under pressure

following indications by US
Federal Reserve of reduction in
asset purchases in May 2013
and at one point of time it
reached as low as Rs. 69 against
adollar.

UPA'’s record of Growth
¢ Production of food grains went

up from 213 million tonnes to
263 million tonnes, installed
power capacity up to 2,34,600
MW from 1,12,700 MW, coal
production 554 million tonnes
from 361 million tonnes,
3,89,578 Kms of Rural Roads
under PMGSY from 51,511
Kms, over a period of 10 years.

Economic Initiative
¢ Centrally Sponsered Schemes

were restructured into 66 Pro-
grams for greater Synergy.
About 50,000 MW of Thermal
and Hydel Power capacity is
under construction after receiv-
ing all clearances and approv-
als. 78,000 MW of power capac-
ity have been assured coal sup-
ply.

Liberalized FDI policy in tele-
communication, pharmaceuti-
cals, civil aviation, power trad-
ing exchange, and multi brand
retail to attract large invest-
ment.

Approval to establish 2 semi
conductor wafer fab units.
Approval of IT modernization
project of Department of Post.
Kudankulam Nuclear Power
Plant Unit-l achieved criticality
and is generating 180 Million
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Units of power.

Fast breeder Reactor at
Kalpakkam and 7 Nuclear
Power Reactors under con-
struction.

National Solar Mission to add 4
Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects
each with the capacity of over
500 MW in 2014-15.

Ministry of MSME will create
the ‘India Inclusive Innovation
Fund’ to promote grass root in-
novations with social returns to
support enterprises in the
MSME sector with an initial
contribution of "100 crore to
the corpus of the fund.

Social Sector Initiative

*

A Venture Capital Fund to pro-
vide concessional finance to
Scheduled Caste will be set up
by IFCI with an initial capital of
* 200 crore which can be
supplemented every year.

The restructured ICDS, under
implementation in 400 districts,
will be rolled out in remaining
districts from 1.4.2014.

A National Agro-Forestry Policy
2014 has been approved.

A new Plan Scheme with an al-
location of ‘100 crore has been
approved to promote commu-
nity radio station.

New technologies such as JE
vaccine, a diagnostic test for
Thalassaemia and
Magnivisualizer for detection of
Cervical cancer have been de-
livered to people.

2013-14 Progress Report

*

Decisions of de-controlling
sugar, gradual correction of
diesel prices, rationalization of
railway fares, were welcomed.
New bank license applications
were invited .

DISCOMS, have been restruc-
tured with generous central as-
sistance.

12.8 lakhs land titles covering
18.80 lakh hectare were distrib-
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uted under the Scheduled
Tribes and Other traditional
Forest Dwellers Act.

The oppressive colonial law of
1894 was substituted with the
Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisi-
tion Rehabilitation and Re-
settlement Act.

National Food Security Act was
passed assuring food to 67 per-
cent of the population/house-
holds.

The new companies Act re-
placed a law of 1956 vintage.
The PFRDA Act was passed to
establish a statutory regulator
for the New Pension Scheme.

Space
¢ India joined a handful of coun-

tries which have been able to
reach the ‘Red planet’, when it
launched the Mars Orbiter Mis-
sion.

Several flight tests, navigational
satellites and space missions
are planned for 2014-15.

Redeeming promises
# A Corpus has been created for

‘Nirbhaya Fund’ with a non
lapsable grant of * 1000 crore.
2 Proposals to ensure the dig-
nity and safety of women have
been approved which will be
funded from the Nirbhaya Fund
.Asum of " 1000 crore has again
been provided in FY 2014-15.
Government remains fully com-
mitted to Aadhar under which
57 crore Unique Numbers have
been issued so far and to open-
ing bank accounts for all
Aadhar holders to promote fi-
nancial inclusion.

Through the Direct Benefic
Transfer (DBT) Scheme, a total
of * 628 crore (54,20,114 trans-
actions) has been transferred
directly to the beneficiaries till
31st January 2014 under 27
Schemes.

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

OVERVIEW OF THE INTERIM
BUDGET

¢

In order to sustain the pace of

plan expenditure, it has been
kept at the same level in 2014-
15 at which, it was budgeted
in 2013-14.

Railways

¢

Budgetary support to Railways
has been increased from °
26,000 crore in BE2013-14 to
29,000 crore in 2014-15.

It is proposed to identify new
instruments and new mecha-
nisms to raise funds for Railway
Projects.

FINANCIAL SECTOR

*

All the announcements con-
cerning the Financial sector
made in the Budget Speech of
February 2013 have been
implemented.

11,300 crore is proposed to
be provided for Capital infu-
sion in Public Sector Banks.
5,207 new branches have
been opened against the tar-
get of 8,023.

Bhartia Mahila Bank has been
established.

6,000 crore and ‘ 2,000 crore
have been provided to Rural
and Urban Housing Funds re-
spectively.

The target of ‘ 700,000 crore of
Agricultural Credit is likely to
be exceeded by the Banks.
The target for 2014-15 is °
800,000 Crore.

£ 23,924 crore has been re-
leased under the Interest Sub-
vention Scheme on farm loans,
with effective rate of interest
on farm loans at 4 percent in-
cluding subvention of 2 per-
cent and incentive of 3 percent
for prompt payment.

VISION FOR FUTURE

¢

India poised to be third largest
economy along with US and
China, to play a leading an im-

L
’l_ .:'4 i
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.

%
Budget 2014-2015

portant role in global economy.

# To achieve the target of fiscal
deficit of 3 percent of GDP by
2016-17 and remain below that
level always.

¢ CAD will be inevitable for some
more years which can be fi-
nanced only by foreign invest-
ment. Hence, there is no room
for any aversion to foreign in-
vestment.

¢ In a developing economy, a
high growth target entails a
moderate level of inflation. RBI
must strike a balance between
price stability and growth while
formulating the monetary
policy.

¢ Massive investment in infra-
structure : to be mobilized
through the Public Private Part-
nership.

¢ Manufacturing sector to be the
base of India’s development :
All taxes, Central and State that
go into an exported product
should be waived or rebated.
There should be a minimum tar-
iff protection to incentiwise
domestic manufacturing.

# Subsidies, which are absolutely
necessary should be chosen
and targeted only to the abso-
lutely deserving.

¢ Urbanization to be managed to
make cities governable and liv-
able. Skill development must
be given priority at par with
secondary and university edu-
cation, sanitation and universal
health care.

REVENUES

GST and DTC

Governement appeals to all po-
litical parties to resolve to pass the
GST Laws and the Direct Tax Code in
2014-15.

Following changes in some in-
direct tax rates are proposed:

+ States to partner in develop-
ment so as to enable the Cen-
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tre to focus on Defence,

¢ The Excise Duty on all goods
falling under Chapter 84 & 85
of the Schedule to the Central
Excise Tariff Act is reduced

from 12 percent to 10 percent
for the period upto 30.06.2014.

¢ To give relief to the Automo-
bile Industry, which is register-
ing unprecended negative
growth, the excise duty is re-
duced for the period up to
30.06.2014 as follows:

¢ Small Cars, Motorcycle, Scoot-
ers - from 12 % to 8% and Com-
mercial Vehicles SUVs - from
30% to 24%

¢ To encourage domestic pro-
duction of mobile handsets, the
excise duties for all categories
of mobile handsets is restruc-
tured. The rates will be 6% with
CENVAT credit or 1 percent
without CENVAT credit.

¢ To encourage domestic pro-
duction of soaps and oleo
chemicals, the custom duty
structure on non-edible grade
industrial oils and its fractions,
fatty acids and fatty alcohols is
rationalized at 7.5 percent.

¢ To encourage domestic pro-
duction of specified road con-
struction machinery, the ex-
emption from CVD on similar

http://www.upscportal.com/civilservices/courses

imported machinery is with-
drawn.

¢ A concessional custom duty 5
percent on capital goods im-
ported by the Bank.

+ Paper Mill India Private Limited
is provided to encourage do-
mestic production of security
paper for printing currency
notes.

¢ The loading and un-loading,
packing, storage and ware-
housing of rice is exempted
from Service Tax.

¢ Theservices provided by cord
blood banks is exempted from
Service Tax.

BUDGET ESTIMATE

¢ The current financial year will
end on a satisfactory note with
the fiscal deficit at 4.6 percent
(below the red line of 4.8 per-
cent) and the revenue deficit
at 3.3 percent.

¢ Fiscal Deficit in 2014-15 esti-
mated to be 4.1 percent which
will be below the target set by
new Fiscal Consolidation Path
and Revenue Deficit is esti-
mated at 3.0 percent.

¢ The estimate of Plan Expendi-
ture is ‘555,322 crore. Non Plan
expenditure is estimated at
‘12,07,892 crore.
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India’s economy , which is the
11" largest in the world and 3" larg-
est in terms of Purchasing Power Par-
ity, is in a better position than it was 2
years back, certainly according to our
finance minister Mr. P. Chidambaram.
While refraining from announcing any
major changes in direct tax rates, he
did mend the indirect tax rates in or-
derto recover the growth of certain
ailing sectors.

In short, the Interim Budget has
set the right chord of harmony and
appears forward looking for the sus-
tainable and inclusive growth of the
financial sector. However, it’s not
enough to just allot certain expendi-
ture to various departments or minis-
tries, it is also necessary to ensure the
proper implementation of the same.
Welfare schemes , which are popu-
list in nature may not be in the lime-
light this year , but various schemes
like NRHM (National Rural Health Mis-
sion) , Right to Education ( RTE),
Janani Suraksha Yojana , MGNREGA
were certainly successful to quite an
extent .

It’s high time we leave behind
the pessimism and look forward to
embrace positive aspects of the bud-
get and just hope that the positive
aspects of it are kept even if the gov-
ernment is reshuffled. Let’s just hope
for the best, shall we?

Gangotri Kaushik
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Ask Your Queries To las Experts

Q1. 1 am a student of Engineering Background, and want to pursue my career in civil services.
But 1 have no knowledge of the books and material from where to read. Please suggest me some
material from where | can study?

Murugan Venkat, Bengaluru
Ans. Dear Candidate,

You must first carefully look at the syllabus of the civil services examination. After analyzing the various topics
and components, you must decide what subject you want to cover first. To start with your studies, you might choose
to read the NCERT books for the disciplines you are not good at. This will help you to gain a good understanding of
the various disciplines.

Secondly, you should develop a habit of newspaper reading. It is very important to have an awareness of the
current affairs, both in india and abroad. Thus, start reading the newspaper as soon as possible.

Ones you are done with the reading of the NCERT books, you might shift to the next stage of preparation. you
should choose good books, and read them with full devotion.

For your preparations, you might choose, the standard books available in the market, like:

For Polity- Lakshmikant; S. Kashyap.

For Economy- Ramesh Singh; Pratiyogita Darpan Economy Edition;

For Geography- Majid Hussain;

For Current Affairs- The Gist by upscportal; Hindu; PIB website; etc.

Q2. Sir , i want to know about the whole procedure for the ias or ips exam .. What is the
Syllabus for the exam ? plz tell me the brief content about the exam.??

Balkrishan Thakur
Ans. Dear candidate,

The Civil Services Examination is conducted every year, by the UPSC. the exam is conducted in three stages-
Prelims, Mains and Personality Test.

The preliminary test is conducted to select the candidates for the Mains stage of exam. The prelims paper
consists of Two Papers- General Studies (GS) and Civil Services Aptitude Test (CSAT). The GS paper consist of
topics from history, geography, polity, environment and climate, science and technology and current affairs. the
candidate is presented with 100 questions, to be done in 2 hours. Similarly, the CSAT paper is a new addition, to the
civil services prelim exam, which test the aptitude level of the candidate. CSAT paper consist of 80 questions to be
done in 2 hours. There is a penalty of one-third marks for each incorrect attempt.

The next stage of examination is the MAINS exam, which consist of 9 Papers, out of which four are of General
Studies; two of an Optional subject, to be chosen by the candidate; one essay; and One each of English and an
Indian language.

The final stage of the examination process consists of the personality test, which consists of 275 marks.

Q3. Sir, 1 want to be an IAS but my English is very weak. everyone says that English is very

important to be an IAS. Is it possible to be an IAS without knowing English.? Please Help me.
Bablu, Haryana.
Ans. Dear Candidate,

Do not be disheartened if your command on English is weak. Though English is important in the contemporary
society, but it is not a major criteria for selection of Civil Servants. You only need to work on your English a little bit. In
the Mains exam, the English Language paper is of qualifying nature. thus, you only need to improve your English so as
to get the passing marks.

Apart from that, you must have a command on your language. UPSC does not discriminate the candidates
coming from vernacular language background. Thus, do not feel demotivated, and focus on your efforts and
preparations.
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Ask Your Queries To las Experts

Q4. | am working in a private company, but want to become an IAS officer. But | do not get
time to study. How much time do we need to be an 1AS?? also, when should i start my preparations?
Please Help!!

Sanjay Tripathi, Meerut.

Ans. Dear Candidate,

There is norigid rule that determine your success in the IAS exam. your efforts and ability to grasp a topic is what
determines your performance. Thus, instead of trying to focus on the number of hours of study, you shall focus more
on the content and quality of your study. Make a practical plan of how you plan to cover the syllabus, in the limited
time available, and prepare accordingly.

Secondly, it is advisable to start the preparations for the IAS exam at the earliest. do not leave anything for later
stages. It is better to prepare for the exam at the earliest. this will give you the required time for revision and alterations
in your schedule.

Since you are working, you must try to balance between your professional and personal life.

Q5. Sir, 1 am a Chartered Accountant, living in Delhi. | want to be an IRS, but | am facing
problems because | have no background in the Social Sciences. Please guide me what should I do?

Isha Pandey, Delhi
Ans. Dear candidate,

Having a non-social science background does not adversely affect your chances of clearing civil services exam.
In fact, a significant proportion of the qualifying candidates belong to the technical backgrounds, like Engineering,
Medicine and others. Thus, do not feel that you would not be able to compete for the civils exam.

You must start the preparations from scratch, and give an appropriate amount of time for the preparations. You
must know that having a commerce background would help you to have a command on the sections like Economy.
Thus, do not get bogged down by your weaknesses, and focus on your strengths. If you study with dedication,
nothing can stop you from becoming an IRS.
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