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Evacuation of Indian nationals from
Lugansk

India has made arrangements to evacuate
all its nationals, mainly students, from
violence-hit Ukrainian city of Lugansk to
Kyiv.

The evacuation arrangements were made
in cooperation with the Ukrainian
government.

Indian authorities have arranged 500 train
tickets to evacuate the Indian nationals.
India few days back issued an advisory
asking its nationals to leave Donetsk and
Lugansk regions in eastern Ukraine which
is witnessing frequent violent clashes
between pro—Russian separatists and
government forces.

In the advisory, it also asked citizens in
the other parts of eastern and southern
Ukraine to remain vigilant about their
personal safety and security.

Eastern Ukraine is witnessing a fierce
escalation of violence between the two
sides over the past few days.

The violence started after Russia annexed
Crimea — an autonomous peninsula
within Ukraine with a Russian ethnic
majority — in March following which the
pro—Russian rebels seized control of
parts of eastern Ukraine and demanded
its independence.

Modi’s first stop: Thimpu

Keeping his focus on the neighbours,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
decided to make his first trip abroad to
India’s closest ally, Bhutan.

While a date for Mr. Modi’s visit will be
finalised during the advance team’s visit,
sources confirmed that it will be his first
visit to a foreign country. With this
decision Mr. Modi is making it clear that
the neighbourhood is his immediate
priority. He began his tenure in office by
inviting all the SAARC leaders to his
swearing in, and will travel to
Kathmandu for the SAARC summit
slated for November.

The decision to visit Bhutan, with whom
India holds the closest ties, is the third
surprise announcement from the
government, after decisions to invite
SAARC leaders and to visit the US for
bilateral talks and the UNGA in
September.

India, U.S. policy forum meet

Trade officials of India and the U.S. are
expected to meet in Delhi to prepare the
groundwork for the ministerial level
meeting of the Trade Policy Forum (TPF).
The U.S.-India TPF is an inter-agency
collaboration led by the USTR. It is the
principal trade dialogue between the
countries.

It has five focus groups: Agriculture,
Investment, Innovation and Creativity
(intellectual property rights), Services,
and Tariff and Non-Tariff Barriers.
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In recent months, the U.S. has increased
its attack against India’s intellectual
property regime and safety issues related
to domestic pharmaceutical sector. The
American pharma sector had alleged that
the Indian IPR laws discriminate against
U.S. companies and violate global norms.
The USTR in its Special 301 report had
kept India out of the priority list, but has
said that they would do an ‘out-of-cycle’
review of India’s IPR regime.

At present, bilateral trade is around $100
billion. The U.S.-India Business Council
had said bilateral trade between the
countries could touch $500-billion mark
over the next one decade.

Chinese FMs trip to India

After fetching SAARC Heads of State at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
swearing-in ceremony, the Ministry of
External Affairs is readying to roll the red
carpet for its first big visitor from outside
the subcontinent — Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi.

He will meet with External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj, as the two
leaders acquaint each other with the road
ahead on Sino-Indian ties. On the agenda,
according to sources, would be the
meeting schedule for Special
Representatives (SRs) to discuss the most
pressing bilateral issue of resolving the
border dispute between both the sides.
India is keen to narrow the vast trade
deficit of $31 billion, even as the two
countries close in on their goal of $100
billion bilateral trade by 2015.

The two sides are also scheduled to talk
about issues such as energy cooperation,
Afghanistan and counter-terrorism,
especially Jihadi terrorism, in the wake of
a rise in attacks emanating from China’s
Xinjiang province.

Prime Minister’s Japan visit put off

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
expected visit to Japan next month has
been deferred till the budget session of
Parliament ends in early August.

The decision has been taken in view of
the Budget Session which is very
important for the Prime Minister and is
expected to be a path—breaking one,
putting into action many ideas which Mr.
Modi has been talking about since several
months.

The Cabinet meeting, chaired by Mr. Modi
here this evening, decided to recommend
the convening of the Budget session in the
first week of July.

U.S. push to tag India as emerging
economy

The crisis at the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) talks in Geneva has deepened with
the United States demanding that India
and China be categorised as ‘emerging’
rather than as ‘developing economies’.
India is resisting the move which, if it
materialises, will halve WTO caps
applicable to India’s food subsidies. It will
also require India to grant market access
to the U.S. The U.S. is insisting that India
meet its food security law obligations
with American imports.

“The U.S. insists that economies such as
India and Indonesia with high rates of
growth can no longer be categorised as
developing countries,” the sources said.
“India’s stand is that going by per capita
income, it is actually the world’s largest
Least Developed Country where about
600 million live at less than $2 a day,” the
sources said.

The U.S. has also tabled a study in
Geneva, produced by its allies Pakistan
and Canada, that claims food subsidies
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in India and China exceed those in the
U.S. and the EU.India has countered the
study, with data to show that the U.S. farm
subsidies to its corporate sector are to the
tune of $20,000 to $30,000 per capita per
year against India’s mere $200.

At the Geneva talks, the U.S. has so far
successfully thwarted India’s efforts
aimed at finding a permanent protection
against even the WTO's agriculture caps
currently applicable to its food subsidies.
America’s own agenda of an agreement
on Trade Facilitation, however, is well on
track for the July 31 deadline as laid down
at the Bali Ministerial.

Modi’s scheduled visit to US

The confirmation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to the United States
means two things: that Mr. Modi is keen
to extend his summit-level approach to
bilateral ties past the subcontinent to the
U.S. as well, and that U.S. President
Obama wants to patch up the damage to
Indo-US ties, enough to break with US
protocol for a second year in a row for an
Indian Prime Minister.

This year, a very different circumstance
has necessitated the US exception being
repeated for Prime Minister Modi. The
last year has seen a low in Indo-US
relations that rivals Cold-war era ties over
the Khobragade affair. Not only did
Ministry officials and Indian diplomats in
the US feel outraged by the manner of her
arrest, they felt angered by the lack of
advance warning on the case.Despite that
decision, however, the Indo-US
relationship has yet to get that ‘reset
button” pushed. decisions on several
deals, including on FDI in retail, nuclear
business, and defence deals await
resolution. India’s push for H1B visas, and
outsourcing contracts have been rebuffed

in the past years.

With his decision to accept the US
President’s invitation for end-september,
Mr. Modi is also heralding a busy period
of international travel for him. In mid-July
he will travel to the BRICS summit in
Brazil. In September he heads to the UN
and to Washington, while in November
he is expected to attend the G-20 in
Brisbane, Australia. Many Team Modi
members have guessed his first bilateral
stop with be Japan, that was amongst the
first countries to invite him.

In between, he is slated to welcome
Chinese President Xi Jinping to Delhi,
while Australian PM Tony Abbott has
expressed an interest in a flying visit to
tie up and possibly announce an
agreement on Uranium sale, and a
nuclear partnership that has been in the
works for years. But official sources
maintain, the immediate neighbourhood
will remain the new government’s focus,
with the SAARC summit in Kathmandu
planned in November this year.

Strong and prosperous India in
neighbour’s interest

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
concluded his “extremely successful” visit
to Bhutan with a message to neighbouring
countries that a strong and prosperous
India was in their interest.The upshot of
the two-day visit, the first abroad by Mr.
Modi since assuming office, was a
decision by the two countries to scale up
their ties that cover security interests and
cooperation in a wide variety of fields.

Bhutan promised not to allow its territory
tobe used against India, an assurance that
comes against the backdrop of militants
from the northeast taking shelter
there.The two countries agreed to
continue with their close coordination and
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cooperation on issues relating to their
national interests, said a joint statement
issued at the end of the visit.

Earlier, addressing the joint session of the
Bhutanese National Assembly, Mr. Modi
said a strong Bhutan would benefit India
like a strong and prosperous India would
be beneficial for the countries of the
region, especially the SAARC
members.”India’s  prosperity is
important, as then it can help small
countries and perform its duty of a good
neighbour. But if India is weak and
struggling with its own problems, then
how can it help others?”

20 Indian institutions in QS rankings
for BRICS

Twenty Indian educational institutions
have made it to the latest QS University
Rankings for the BRICS (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa) countries.
Of these, five are the Indian Institutes of
Technology at Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kanpur and Kharagpur.

A copy of the ‘QS University Rankings:
BRICS 2014" was presented to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by Union
Human Resource Development Minister
Smriti Irani. The survey also flagged the
fact that IIT Kharagpur has a higher
proportion of PhDs among its staff than
any university in BRICS.

Other educational institutions from India
in the list include the University of
Mumbeai, University of Madras, Banaras
Hindu University, Manipal University,
Birla Institute of Technology and Science,
University of Pune, Indian Institute of
Information Technology, Calcutta
University, Delhi University, Allahabad,
Amity University, Anna University and
Panjab University.

Japan disappointed as Modi postpones

visit

In another example of his “direct letter
diplomacy”, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wrote to Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe express his regret over having
to put off his visit scheduled for July 3 to
5 due to the budget session.

In the letter, that was handed over
personally by Indian Ambassador to
Japan, Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa, Mr.
Modi spoke of India and Japan’s “shared
interests” as two “Asian democracies”
and looked forward to visit Japan at the
“earliest opportunity”.

The postponement of Mr. Modi’s visit was
one of two disappointments to the
government’s plans for a big splash in
Japan. The India-U.S.-Japan trilateral
meeting, that had been scheduled for June
23-24 was also postponed until further
notice because of last-minute scheduling
issues with the Japanese delegation.

The decision of Mr. Modi to call off a visit
that requires considerable arrangements,
given Japanese penchant for meticulous
attention to detail, has been received with
some disappointment at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA) in Tokyo.

Global recognition for Bengal’s girl
child scheme

Kanyashree Prakalpa, a West Bengal
government scheme that provides
scholarship to girls from economically-
backward backgrounds, has been given
international recognition by the United
Kingdom'’s Department for International
Development (DFID) and UNICEEF. State
representatives have been invited to the
Girl Summit 2014 in London, in June, and
to talk about the scheme to a global
audience.
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The conditional cash transfer scheme for
school girls was inaugurated by the
Trinamool Congress government on
October 1, 2013, with the express purpose
of ensuring the education of girls and
thereby preventing forced child marriage.
Under the scheme, the government
provides an annual scholarship of Rs. 500
to girls between 12 and 18 years (class
eight to class 12) to continue with their
studies, provided they are unmarried. A
one-time grant of Rs.25,000 is also
provided to the girl, once she reaches the
age of 18, to pursue higher studies.

Switzerland to share list of Indian
account holder with Indian govt

In a major boost to India’s fight against
black money, Switzerland has prepared a
list of Indians suspected to have stashed
un-taxed wealth in Swiss banks and the
details are being shared with Indian
government.

The names of these Indian individuals
and entities have come under the scanner
of the Swiss authorities during an ongoing
exercise to identify real beneficiary/
owners of funds held in various banks
operating in Switzerland, a senior Swiss
government official said.

These individuals and entities are
suspected to have held un-taxed money
in Swiss banks through structures like
trusts, domiciliary companies and other
legal entities based out of countries other
than India.

Vice President’s visit to strengthen
Sino-Indian ties

Vice President Hamid Ansari’s visit to
China to mark the 60th anniversary of
Panchsheel on June 28 will set the ball
rolling for a series of high-level bilateral
visits to strengthen the strategic and

cooperative partnership between the two
countries.

India, which will roll out the red carpet
for Chinese President Xi Jinping later this
year, is expecting substantive outcome
from the visit.

Trilateral talks are also scheduled between
China, India and Myanmar. The visit is
expected to add new substance to bilateral
relations with substantial outcomes.

In Xian, Vice President Ansari will visit
the Wild Goose Pagoda, which holds the
sutras and figurines of the Buddha that
were brought to China from India by the
Buddhist translator and traveller Hiuen
Tsang.

The fact that Panchsheel continues to
remain relevant for India, China and
Myanmar can be gauged by the fact that
the three countries are jointly celebrating
the 60th anniversary.

MoU for India-China industrial park

After deciding to sign the Additional
Protocol with the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), the Government
has sought to pluck another low-hanging
fruit at the international level by
approving the signing of an MoU with the
Chinese for setting up industrial parks
here.

Briefing reporters after the Cabinet
meeting, Law and Justice and Telecom
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said that
details would be disclosed after the MoU
is signed with China.

The subject will be discussed in greater
depth by Vice President Hamid Ansari
who leaves for Beijing to meet his Chinese
counterpart.

The trajectory of discussions has led to the
Chinese agreeing to allow India to set up
industrial parks there as well but officials
said this is a futuristic proposal and could
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take a couple of years to materialise.
Then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
took up the proposal during his visit to
Beijing in October last year and agreed
with the Chinese leadership that inward
investments would be the best way to
bridge the widening trade deficit from
India’s point of view.

Government began planning for the
possible evacuation Indians from Iraq

Days after the government began
planning for the possible evacuation of
10,000 or more Indians who may be in
Iraq, Minister of External Affairs Sushma
Swaraj is seeking help from other Gulf
countries as well.

Ms. Swaraj along with Minister of State
for Overseas Indian Affairs Gen. V.K.
Singh chaired a meeting of Indian envoys
to six Gulf countries: Kuwait, Bahrain,
Qatar, UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia to
discuss assistance to Indians in Iraq.
Later Ms. Swaraj met Ambassadors of the
Gulf states in India, where she requested
them to suggest ways to evacuate Indians,
especially if the conflict in Iraq worsens.
Meanwhile, the government has stepped
up efforts to ensure that all Indians
working in Iraq are registered, in case they
need to be evacuated at short notice.
Camp offices have been set up in Najaf,
Karbala and Basra, cities that haven’t seen
the spread of violence.

China has invited India to participate
in the Asian Infrastructure Investment

Bank

China has invited India to participate in
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB) — Beijing’s brainchild to steer
development along the ancient “silk
route” free from the influence of western-
backed lenders such as the World Bank

and the Asian Development Bank (ADB).
China had sought India’s participation
during the visit to New Delhi by Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi soon after the
Modi government assumed office. “It is
clear that the Chinese will not tie the
lending from the investment bank to non-
economic issues, such as human rights,
which western-backed lenders have often
leveraged as instruments of political
influence and control.

India is yet to make up its mind on
Beijing’s offer, though partnership in the
bank could, eventually, facilitate New
Delhi’s access to infrastructural funding.

SAARC leaders invited for Modi's
swearing-in

Prime Minister-elect Narendra Modi has
invited the heads of the governments of
all South Asian states to attend his
swearing-in in a gesture, which diplomats
and experts said was without precedent.
Though foreign envoys stationed in New
Delhi have attended past swearings-in,
Ministry of External Affairs sources said,
no world leader has been invited to attend
what has traditionally been seen as a
domestic event.

The move startled regional diplomats-but
also caused surprise in the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, which was not
consulted on the decision, Bharatiya
Janata Party sources said.

Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh, the
Ministry of External Affairs said,
despatched formal invitations afternoon
to the Presidents or Prime Ministers of
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Hamid Karzai, Afghanistan's Presi-dent,
has accepted the invitation but there was
no immediate word on which other
leaders would attend.
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you the list of few diagrams and charts with explanation and on the same pattern you have to develop
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100% IAS Exam Syllabus Covered with MCQs.
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Indian and World Geography - Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India and the World.

Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights
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Social Sector initiatives, etc.
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Civil Services isthe dream of many students. No wonder, there is a great competition for this examination,
given the prestige and power linked to the profile of acivil servant. However, alarge majority of students
are struggling without any proper guidance. Thus, at IASEXAM Portal we have come up with an initiative
to guide the aspirants, in their journey through the IAS, IPS exam.

We have started with a series called- Getting Started with Civil Services Examinations, to guide you in your
preparations. Every other day, we would come up with motivational and informative articles, discussing the
various aspects of the civil services examination, and the possible strategies, that a candidate might choose
to get success.

TheVision

Our aim isto guide the candidate, in making different decisions while facing the UPSC. We welcome the
aspirants to discuss, with us, their problems and confusions, anytime. Any aspirant may subscribe to the
Getting Started Series, and enjoy our support free of cost. You may, later, take our other products and
services, if you so like.

We wish the candidates All the Best for the their preparations!!
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SYSTEM)
There are scores of reasons, you should enroll for this course. Few of them are given below:

o Thousand of questions on all sections of both papers of P.T. examination. Explanations of many of
these questions ensure preparation and practice at the same time.

o Questions have been prepared from wide range of authentic sources including: NCERT, other Text
Books, The Hindu, Indian Express, Y ojana, Online news sites, standard reference books, India year
book, Economic Survey, civil services mentor etc.

o Get accustomed to the UPSC question pattern as questions have negative marking and time limit.

o Have faith in yourself & gather courage and the right attitude to face the examination with the
satisfaction of having attempted thousands of questions of relevance to the Prelims.
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Get a Thorough Review and Guidance on your
Writing Skills by Experts.
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The main features of the Essay course would be-

Get articles on how to write a good essay, and how to improve your writing skills.
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Each Essay topic would be communicated, along with a suggested framework, to help you to get
started.

Thorough Evaluation of each essay by an expert team, along with the Grade-sheet for your essay, to
let you know about the marks breakup.

Communication about the quality and other aspects of the essay through mail and phone.

Guidelines for each essay before you start writing.
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And, of course, attractive prizes for the top entries.
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only a book costs you Rs. 300+, without any guidance and support. But the UPSCPORTAL gives
you the opportunity to prepare for the essay paper in just Rs.599 Rs. 399, with all guidance and

support, and prizes for the toppers.
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What candidate will get:
1. All the relevant and required materials of subjects mention in the GS syllabus like:
100% IAS Exam GS Syllabus Covered with MCQs.
History of India and Indian National Movement.
Indian and World Geography - Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India and the World.

Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights
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Economic and Social Development -Sustainable Development, Poverty, Inclusion, Demographics,
Social Sector initiatives, etc.

General issues on Environmental Ecology, Bio-diversity and Climate Change - that do not require
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¢ Question Papers ( 12 Mock Tests : PDF File )

*¢* Evaluated Answer Booklet by experts with
proper feedback, comments & guidance.

¢ Answer format ( Synopsis ) of Mock Test paper

For Any Query Call our Moderator at: +91 7827687693

General Studies Test Series for IAS Mains Examination

What you will get:

Loginid & Password for online discussion
Question Papers (12 Mock Tests: PDF File)
Evaluated Answer Booklet by experts with proper feedback, comments & guidance.
Answer format ( Synopsis) of Mock Test paper
Comprehensive analysis of previous year questions &
M ode of Discussion: Email ,Telephonic and Online Discussion
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a. Current General Studies M agazine

. Solved papersof General Studies Mains 2013
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c. Categorised question papersof last ten years of General Studies Mains Exam
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Mr. Modi's surprise outreach was
intended to allay regional fears that his
rise to power would herald a new
hawkishness in Indian foreign policy. The
Prime Minister-elect had ruffled feathers
in Bangladesh by threatening to expel
migrants from India's north-east, while Sri
Lanka was concerned over the influence
ethnic nationalists in Tamil Nadu might
have over his foreign policy.

Spouses of H-1B visa-holders to work

A U.S government website that is
currently inviting public comments on
whether to allow the spouses of H-1B
visa-holders to work has provided a
glimpse at the trials and tribulations of
Indians who go abroad to work 'onsite’ at
various IT firms.

The Department of Homeland Security, a
U.S government body, had, a few months
ago, decided to allow spouses of H-1B
visa-holders, who are seeking green cards,
to get work authorisation.

The U.S government is, therefore,
interested in collecting comments through
its 'Regulations.gov' comment board,
which allows feedback to rise and fall on
its own merit.

Statue of Gandhiji in Texas

A life-size bronze statue of Mahatma
Gandhi would be installed in Irving in
Texas, fulfilling a long-cherished dream
of Indian-Americans living in the city. A
7-foot tall and 30-inch wide bronze statue
of Gandhiji, cast in Andhra Pradesh, will
be installed on a 6-foot tall pedestal.

It will have a granite wall as a backdrop,
inscribed with Gandhiji's memorable
words, as well as those from Martin
Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela and
Albert Einstein, Barack Obama and
others.

Tax Data Exchange

In another step towards shedding
banking secrecy practices, 47 nations
including Switzerland and India, have
agreed upon automatic exchange of
information on tax matters.

The endorsement of the 'Declaration on
Automatic Exchange of Information in
Tax Matters' by 47 countries under the
aegis of OECD will come as a boost for
India, which is stepping up pressure on
Switzerland to share details on alleged
illicit funds stashed away by Indians
there.

The Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD),
the global body that frames economic
policies and conventions against tax
frauds, said the latest declaration commits
countries to implement a new single
global standard on automatic exchange of
information.

Switzerland, long perceived as a safe
haven for stashing away untaxed money,
is an OECD member.

Such a protocol was required between the
countries as tax crimes rob countries of
their genuine revenues.

Border Defence Cooperation

Agreement

India and China recently held their first-
ever Director General of Military
Operations-level meeting, which
discussed ways to implement the Border
Defence Cooperation Agreement (BDCA)
signed during Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's visit to Beijing in October.

And it was an eight-member delegation
led by  People's Liberation
Army(PLA)Deputy Chief of General Staff
Lt Gen Qi Jiangua, which represented the
Communist nation at the DGMO-level
dialogue.
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The two sides exchanged views on
various issues of mutual interest such as
maintenance of peace and tranquility
along the LAC and enhancing mutual
cooperation and understanding between
the Armies of India and China. Measures
for implementation of existing bilateral
agreements were also discussed.

The take-away from the new BDCA,
which has drawn heavily from the earlier
bilateral agreements of 1993, 1996, 2005
and 2012 on border Confidence Building
Mechanisms, were proposals for opening
a hotline between their military
headquarters, non-tailing eachother's
patrols along the LAC, holding meetings
of border personnel in all the sectors,
apart from organising small-scale tactical
exercises involving the two armed forces
along the LAC.

Indo-US Bilateral Trade

Bilateral trade between India and US in
goods and services increased from almost
$29 billion in 2004 to more than $95 billion
in 2013 -- an average growth rate of nearly
15 per cent per year. Trade during 2013,
however, grew at a slow pace of 2.5 per
cent.

Over the 10-year period from 2004-2013,
U.S. exports to India grew about 15 per
cent annually and are currently at about
$35 billion. This created an estimated
120,000 new U.S. jobs.

The top U.S. exports to India were:
manufactured goods, transportation
equipment, and chemicals, along with
education services, which totalled nearly
$15 billion during 2013.

India’'s Crucial Reforms of Security
Institutions

India, which has contributed 1.7 lakh
peacekeepers to U.N. missions, has told

the U.N. Security Council that it wants
crucial reforms of security institutions to
facilitate peace-building in the conflict-hit
nations.

India's Permanent Represen-tative to the
U.N. Ambassador Asoke Mukerji said in
a U.N. Security Council debate on
'Security Sector Reform (SSR): Challenges
and Opportunities' that security sector
reform is an "important element of post-
conflict peace-building” and should be
part of the internal political process of a
nation emerging from conflict.

India has experience relevant to reform
of a country's security sector, having
played an active role in 43 U.N.
peacekeeping missions in which almost
170,000 Indian peacekeepers have
participated so far.

Six peacekeeping operations and eight
Special Political Missions have been
mandated to do SSR.

Outlining a few principles that must
guide security sector reform, he said the
most sustainable way for effective reforms
is by ensuring national ownership of the
process.

The focus has to be on what is do-able and
not on an agenda driven by priorities of
donor countries.

Claim on stolen Idol
¢ The National Gallery of Australia has

surrendered to the Indian claim that a
Chola-era Nataraja that it acquired for (A)
$5.6 million had indeed been stolen from
a village temple in Tamil Nadu, paving
the way for an early return of the idol to
India.

The NGA, Australia's foremost art
institution located in the national capital
of Canberra, had 30 days to claim its
ownership of the imposing bronze
Nataraja after receiving a notice from the
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Australian  Attorney  General's
Department under the Protection of

will benefit the region and facilitate
economic corridors into Central Asia.

Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986. That e India and Afghanistan signed a strategic

deadline expired on April 26.

® The 1,000-year-old Dancing Shiva is
central to the investigations against
antiquities dealer Subhash Kapoor who
was arrested in 2012 and is being tried in

partnership declaration in 2011, which
formalised cooperation on governance,
economics, commerce, education, public
administration, and security/law
enforcement.

Tamil Nadu for conspiring to smuggle the ¢ Initsreport, the Pentagon also praised the

idol and several others out of India. The
return of the idol is expected to strengthen
the case against him.

Afghan national security forces for their
conduct in the recent presidential
elections.

e The NGA initially defended its purchase ® According to the Pentagon, the Taliban-

of the idol from Kapoor, but with its
reputation scorched by the international
controversy that erupted over the

led insurgency failed to achieve its stated
operational objectives over the reporting
period.

provenance of the Nataraja, the Gallery  |ndia- China Strategic Dialogue

seems to have decided not to pursue any

claim over the idol. Similarly, Sydney's ¢
Art Gallery of New South Wales has not
contested the notice it received at the same

time as the NGA on an
Ardhanareeshwara it bought from
Kapoor, who was operating principally

out of the United States.

¢ This idol too is a subject of Tamil Nadu ¢
police investi-gations against the dealer,
and the Indian government had
demanded its return along with the
Nataraja.

e The Idol Wing unravelled the role of an ¢
international network in the theft of 18
ancient bronze sculptures from two
temples in Suthamali and Sripuranthan.

Indian developmental assistance in
Afghanistan

e The US Pentagon, in a report to the
Congress has praised the Indian
contribution in the peaceful development
of Afghanistan. .

e India continues to support Kabul
believing a secure and stable Afghanistan

India has assured China of its
commitment to consolidate strategic
bilateral ties based on mutual trust as well
as sensitiveness to each other’s concerns
and aspirations, as their top diplomats
held the annual strategic dialogue here
amid the Indian general elections.
Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh co-
chaired the sixth round of the Strategic
Dialogue with her Chinese counterpart
Vice Foreign Minister Liu Zhenmin at the
picturesque Diaoyutai guest house.

The talks were held as the long-running
Lok Sabha elections, hailed as the world’s
biggest democratic exercise, got
underway in India that will form a new
government at the Centre.

Stating that the annual Strategic Dialogue
is being held in less than a year, she told
Liu that “it is symbolic of the fact that our
relations are growing and our interactions
are increasing”.

China said it was “confident” that India
will stay committed to strong bilateral ties
irrespective of whichever party comes to
power after the polls.

http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit

Click Here to Buy SSC Exams Study Kit in Print Copy:




Click Here to Join SSC Exams Online Coaching (at just Rs.100 per month):
http://sscportal.in/community/courses

85

Current  Affairs

Temporary Indian workers in US

¢

More than one-third of the temporary
workers in the US in 2012 were from
India, which also accounted for the largest
number of non-immigrants residing in the
US that year, according to an official
report.

Out of the 1.87 million resident non-
immigrants in the US in 2012, India
accounted for the maximum number of
430,000 residents, followed by China with
210,000 residents and South Korea with
140,000, the Department of Homeland
Security said in its latest report.

Out of the 1.9 million non-immigrants
residing in US in 2012, the largest
categories were temporary workers (45
per cent, or 840,000) and students (38 per
cent, or 720,000), the report said.
Slightly more than 50 per cent of the
students were ages 18-24, the report said.
Among the top 10 leading countries of
citizenship, Germany and France led the
exchange visitor category, making up
more than 60 per cent of the total, the
report said.

California was the leading destination
state, with 270,000 (15 per cent) of the total
1.9 million non-immigrants choosing to
reside in that state.

The next leading destination states were
New York (210,000), Texas (140,000),
Florida (100,000) and Massachusetts
(90,000).

The top 5 destination states accounted for
44 per cent of the total and the top 10
accounted for more than 60 per cent.
Compared to the nation as a whole,
disproportionately large percentages of
the temporary worker population resided
in Texas, New Jersey and Washington.
This was substantially larger than average
percentages of the student population
resided in Massachusetts and

Pennsylvania.

32 Indian fishermen arrested

L

Atleast 32 Indian fishermen were arrested
by the Sri Lankan Navy for allegedly
poaching in the country’s waters off the
coast of the Delft islet in Jaffna.

The fishermen were being taken to the
port of Kankesanturai to be handed over
to the fisheries surveillance officials.

The Indian fishermen had apparently
violated accord reached during January’s
bilateral fishing talks to stop bottom
trawling.

India-Pakistan-lran pipeline

L

L

India is looking for an undersea route to
source gas from Iran, bypassing Pakistan
in the process, that is called ”Peace
Pipeline”. This pipeline, was now
technically feasible after the success of the
North Sea undersea pipeline.

If Iran was looking at the cheapest way
to get gas to customers, it would prefer
European customers. But what Iran had
in mind was providing spillover benefits
of the surface pipeline to the region it
passes through, especially the Makran
Plateau common to both Pakistan and
Iran and where poverty has fuelled
subversive tendencies.

And, the sources suggested that the future
of the IPI pipeline was entwined with the
Chah-bahar port as Iran was keen to
ensure that this town and the surrounding
region of Sistan-Baluchistan Province also
gained from the availability of gas.

Just 72 km from the Pakistani port of
Gwadar being built with Chinese help, the
first phase of developing the Chah-bahar
port is nearly over.

India and Iran have held several rounds
of talks on sharing operations and
developing the port.
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¢

The biggest problem is despite deep
energy and civilisational links, India and
Iran are unfamiliar with each other’s
processes and systems of doing business
in other areas.

The Indian Ocean-centred maritime
security trilateral

L

¢

L

¢

The Indian Ocean-centred maritime
security trilateral between India, Sri
Lanka and the Maldives will be expanded
to include two more island countries.
Seychelles and Mauritius attended the
third meeting of the trilateral as they were
very interested to participate in future
interactions.

Beginning in 2011 as a concept, the
trilateral has reached a state of
preparedness from where it is capable of
responding to illegal activity such as
piracy.

By training people to work together, the
trilateral has also built up capacity in
responding to search and rescue and oil
spills. Sri Lanka and India have also
expanded their joint naval exercises to
include Maldives.

P10s coming for surrogacy don’t need
visas anymore

L

¢

Overseas Citizens of India (OCIs) and
Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) can now
fly to the country without a medical visa
for commissioning surrogacy. Foreigners
will, however, have to continue obtaining
a visa.
A couple with an OCI or PIO card,
married for at least two years, would have
to take permission only from the
Foreigners’ Regional Registration Office
(FRRO) or the Foreigners’” Registration
Office (FRO). But they must, carry a letter
from their country, issued by the Foreign
Ministry or the Embassy , saying it

L

recognised surrogacy and that the child
born thus would be permitted entry as the
couple’s biological offspring.

The OClI card is issued to foreign nationals
who were eligible to become citizens of
India on January 26, 1950, or were Indian
citizens on or after that date with
eligibility based on lineage. The PIO card
isissued to a person of Indian origin who
is a citizen of any country other than
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Bhutan,
Afghanistan, China or Nepal or who has
held an Indian passport at any time or is
the spouse of an Indian citizen or a Person
of Indian Origin.

Indo-China Strategic Economic
Dialogue

L

¢

L

¢

India and China discussed in Beijing
counter strategies to the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) and the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP)
being negotiated by the U.S.

Planning Commission Deputy Chairman
Montek Singh Ahluwalia lead the Indian
delegation to Beijing for the India-China
Strategic Economic Dialogue (SED). On
the Chinese side, National Development
and Reform Commission Chairman Xu
Shaoshi lead the dialogue.

It was realized that there is a need to
preserve the primacy of the development
agenda in the global mainstream and in
leading economic frameworks like the
G20 and the WTO.

Indo-China trade was $74 billion in 2011.
And it went down to $65 billion in 2013.
Both governments have set a $100-billion
target by 2015. However, India’s trade
deficit with China worsened to $31.5
billion in 2013, according to Chinese data.

India and China’s MOU on IT

L

India and China, signed a memorandum
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India

of understanding on IT cooperation,
which,was a ‘formal recognition’ from the
Chinese government to promote Indian
software companies, which have largely
struggled to obtain contracts from
Chinese state-run companies. Both
countries held their third Strategic
Economic Dialogue (SED) recently.
India also sought Chinese support in
substantially raising the speed on three
rail corridors and in developing modern
stations.

China has rapidly modernised its rail
network, which only three decades ago
lagged behind India’s. The country has
also built the world’s biggest high-speed
rail network, where trains run at 350
kilometres per hour on 13,000 kilometres
of newly-laid track, running entirely
separately from the older rail network.
India has sought assistance in raising
speeds on three lines, between New Delhi
and Agra, Kanpur and Chandigarh.
India has, however, asked Japan for
assistance in carrying out a project report
considering the possibility of building a
high speed rail line between Mumbai and
Vadodara. At the SED, both sides signed
an MoU to push IT cooperation.

India has asked China to expand market
access for software and pharmaceutical
companies, and to take steps to narrow
the record $35 billion trade deficit.

is against sanctions

With its major defence and nuclear
interests tied up with Eurasia, India has
made it clear that it will not support
sanctions sought to be imposed on Russia
by a select group of countries led by the
us.

This is in line with India’s policy of
implementing sanctions approved only
by the United Nations. . Though India has

supported sanctions against Fiji and
economically blockaded Nepal twice in
the past, it has spoken of late against
“unilateral” sanctions.

The government’s stand emerged a day
after Russian President Vladimir Putin
called up Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh to explain the situation that led to
the annexation of Crimea. The Prime
Minister dwelt on India’s position on the
unity and territorial integrity of countries
and suggested that “all concerned” strive
for a diplomatic solution.

India helps in search for Malaysian
jetliner

¢

India joined the multination search for the
Malaysian Airlines plane, deploying three
ships and as many aircraft in the seas east
of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, the
base of its tri-services command.

The decision came after Defence Minister
A. K. Antony gave the green signal for
conducting a search in an area close to
Myanmar and Malaysia, the officials said.
Malaysia requested India to join the
search after planes and ships of at least
10 countries were unable to locate the
aircraft in the seas to the west of the Strait
of Malacca. India is the dominant naval
power in the seas to the east of the Strait,
the busiest shipping channel in the world.
Now search operations are being
conducted in an area of 90,000 sq. km,
about the size of Punjab and Haryana
combined.

Devyani Khobragade’s visa fraud
charges dismissed

¢

India has welcomed the dismissal of visa
fraud charges by a U.S. court against
senior diplomat Devyani Khobragade,
whose arrest and strip-search had
triggered a diplomatic row between the
two countries.
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¢ Ms. Khobragade, who was India’s deputy
consul-general in New York, was arrested
on December 12.

¢ She has won dismissal of the indictment
against her for visa fraud, with a U.S.
judge ruling she had full diplomatic

¢ However, prosecutors are not barred from

¢

bringing new charges in future.

While the indictment was returned on
January 9, Ms. Khobragade had the
immunity till she departed from the U.S.
for India on the evening of January 9 and
so the prosecutors cannot proceed with
the current indictment.
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