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Trading one hyphen for another
,d la;kstu ds fy, nwljs dk O;kikj

India may no longer be bracketed with Pakistan
in American thinking but its hyphenation with China
does not augur well for the relationship or the region.

1. Speaking to an audience of businessmen in New
Delhi in May 2009, Robert D. Blackwill struck a dark
and pessimistic tone about what the arrival of Barack
Obama in the White House portended for India. As George
W. Bush’s ambassador, Mr. Blackwill had helped effect
a major transformation of the bilateral relationship. But
four months into the tenure of his successor, he was
concerned that “there may be a substantial change under
way in the quality and the intensity of U.S.-India relations.”

2.The main reason for this was the change in
Washington’s attitude towards Beijing. According to Mr.
Blackwill, President Bush “based his transformation of
U.S.-India relations on the core strategic principle of
democratic India as a key factor in balancing the rise of
Chinese power.” Going by early indications, however, “it
is not clear that the Obama administration has the same
preoccupation with the rise of Chinese power and India’s
balancing role in it.”

     

vejhdh fopkj/kjk esa Hkkjr dks ikfdLrku ds lkFk feykdj
ugha ns[kk tkuk pkfg, fdUrq phu ds lkFk bldk lgh la;kstu Hkh bl
laca/ vkSj {ks=k ds fy, midj.k ugha ekuk tkuk pkfg,A

(1) ebZ 2009 dks ubZ fnYyh esa vk;ksftr O;kolkf;;ksa ds
le{k cksyrs gq, Mhñ CySdfoy us cgqr mnkl vkSj fujk'kkoknh Vksu
esa OgkbV gkml esa cjkd vksckek dk igq¡puk Hkkjr ds fy, 'kqHk
ladsr ekuk FkkA tktZ cq'k ds jktnwr ds :i esa Jh CySdfoy us
f}i{kh; laca/ksa dks lq/kjus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ FkhA fdUrq
vius mÙkjkf/dkjh ds pkj eghus ds dk;Zdky ds ckn mudh fpark
Fkh fd ¶vejhdk&Hkkjr ds laca/ksa dh xgurk vkSj :i esa dkiQh
ifjorZu vk pqdk gSA¸

(2) bldk eq[; dkj.k chftax ds çfr okf'kaxVu dk
cnyrk :[k FkkA Jh CySdfoy ds vuqlkj jk"Vªifr cq'k us
¶vejhdk&Hkkjr laca/ksa esa tks ifjorZu yk;k og phu dh c<+rh
'kfDr ds larqyu dks cuk, j[kus esa çtkrkaf=kd Hkkjr dh vge
Hkwfedk ds dkj.k FkkA¸ çkjfEHkd ladsarks ls ;g Li"V ugha gS fd
vksckek ç'kklu dh n`f"V] phu dh c<+rh 'kfDr vkSj Hkkjr }kjk
larqyu cuk, j[kus okyh Hkwfedk ds çfr ;Fkkor~ gS fd ughaA

3.Ambassador Blackwill was not alone in reading
the tea leaves that way. The world financial crisis had
increased the clout of China and there was much
breathless talk of ‘G-2’, a new Sino-American compact
to stabilise the global economy. “So China today appears,
at least to me, to be on a substantially higher plane in
U.S. diplomacy than India, which seems to have been
downgraded in administration strategic calculations,” Mr.
Blackwill noted. One consequence of this downgrading
was the role the Obama administration appeared to
encourage China to play in South Asia. The joint statement
issued at the end of President Obama’s visit to Beijing in
November 2009 spoke about the two countries increasing
their cooperation towards the goal of “bringing about more
stable, peaceful relations in all of South Asia.” Not
surprisingly, India saw red.

security. The past year has also seen a deterioration in
China’s relations with several Asian powers like India,

(3) jktnwr CySdfoy vdsys ,sls O;fDr ugha Fks ftudk
,slk fopkj FkkA fo'o esa c<+rs vk£Fkd ladV us phu dks 'kd ds
?ksjs esa yk [kM+k fd;k vkSj th&2 ij foLr`r ppkZ,a gqbZA th&2 ,d
ubZ fluks&vesfjdu ç;kl gS fo'oO;kih vk£Fkd fLFkfr dks fLFkj
djus dkA ¶vr% vkt phu] yxrk gS] fo'ks"k :i ls eq>s] Hkkjr
dh vis{kk] vejhdh jktuhfr dk dsUæ jgsxkA vHkh rd ç'kkldh;
dwVuhfr vkdyu esa ;g fiNM+ jgk FkkA¸ Jh CySdfoy us dgkA
blh ckr dk çek.k vksckek dh Hkwfedk ds :i esa ns[kus esa vk;k
tc mUgksaus nf{k.k ,f'k;k esa phu dks [kqydj [ksyus ds fy,
çksRlkfgr fd;kA jk"Vªifr vksckek dh chftax ;k=kk ds vUr esa
uoEcj 2009 ds ckn ,d la;qDr c;ku tkjh fd;k x;k ftlesa la;qDr
:i ls nksuksa ns'kksa dh lgHkkfxrk dh ppkZ Fkh & ¶nf{k.kh ,f'k;k esa fLFkj
vkSj 'kkafriw.kZ laca/ LFkkfir djus dk y{; çkIr fd;k tk,xkA¸ blesa
vk'p;Z ugha fd ;g Hkkjr ds fy, fpark dk fo"k; gSA
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4.Twelve months later, however, the world seems
to have spun around to the Bush axis again. The U.S. no
longer harbours illusions about a G-2 in which China would
play the role of a junior partner. Tension with Beijing has
returned across a wide range of bilateral issues from
currency and trade to naval deployment and maritime
security. The past year has also seen a deterioration in
China’s relations with several Asian powers like India,

(4) yxHkx ckjg o"kZ ckn] fo'o vkt Hkh cq'k }kjk
LFkkfir /qjh ds vklikl ?kwe jgk gSA vejhdk vc ml Hkze ls
fudy pqdk gS tgka og lksp jgk Fkk fd phu blesa dfu"B
lg;ksxh dh Hkwfedk fuHkk,xkA chftax ds lkFk ruko mHkj jgk gS
ftlesa f}i{kh; eqn~nksa djsalh] O;kikj] lSU; LFkkiuk vkSj leqæh
lqj{kk tSlh ckrksa ij fpUrk cuh gqbZ gSA fiNys dqN o"kksZa esa phu

Japan and Vietnam, with disputes flaring up over stapled
visas for Kashmiri-domiciled Indians and disputed islands
in the South China and East China seas. It is in this context
that President Obama and his advisors seem to have
rediscovered the importance of India.

5.In a triumph of strategic path-dependence over
political fantasy, President Obama has returned to the
baseline policy the United States has been following for
the past decade. This is the policy of renewing alliances
and creating “partnerships” in Asia so as to sustain
American domination and leadership in a region that is
otherwise increasingly being influenced by China’s rise.
And at the heart of this policy is encouraging India to get
more involved in the East Asian economic and strategic
space. “Today, the U.S. is once again playing a leadership
role in Asia,” President Obama said in his speech to the joint
session of Parliament earlier this week. [We] want India to
not only “look East”, we want India to “engage East”…”

6.The crucial words here are the “leadership role”
of the U.S. They provide the context for the increased
engagement Mr. Obama wants to see as he exhorts India
to go east. The Manmohan-Obama joint statement talks
of the two leaders having a shared vision for peace,
stability and prosperity in “Asia, the Indian Ocean region
and the Pacific region.” They also speak of the need for
an open, balanced and inclusive architecture in the region.

(5) jktuSfrd dYiuk ij dwVuhfrd ekxZ dh fo'oluh;rk
us jk"Vªifr vksckek dks vejhdk dh ml ewyuhfr dh vksj eksM+
fn;k tks fiNys dbZ n'kdksa ls viukbZ tk jgh FkhA ;g uhfr xBca/
u ds uohdj.k vkSj ,f'k;k esa lgHkkfxrk dh LFkkiuk djuk gS
rkfd bl {ks=k esa vejhdh çHkqRo cuk jgs tks phu ds c<+rs çHkqRo
dk lkeuk dj ldsA bl uhfr dh i`"BHkwfe esa Hkkjr dks çksRlkfgr
djuk gS rkfd og bZLV ,f'k;k dh vk£Fkd fLFkfr vkSj dwVuhfr
esa vf/d ls vf/d gLr{ksi cuk, j[ksA gky gh esa laln ds
lkewfgd l=k esa cksyrs gq, jk"Vªifr vksckek us dgk ¶vkt vejhdk
iqu% ,f'k;k esa usr`Ro dh Hkwfedk esa gSaA ge pkgrs gS fd Hkkjr
dsoy iwoZ dks ns[ks Hkj ugha cfYd iw.kZr% iwoZ dks O;Lr j[ksA¸

(6) vejhdk dh ̂ usr`Ro dh Hkwfedk* 'kCn fo"ke 'kCn gSA
;s Li"V djrs gS fd Jh vksckek pkgrs gS fd Hkkjr iwoZ dh vksj
c<+sA vksckek&eueksgu nksuksa usrkvksa dh lkewfgd okrkZ esa ,f'k;k] n
bafM;u vks'ku {ks=k rFkk iSflfiQd jhtu esa 'kkafr] LFkkbZRo vkSj
lEiUurk dks çfr vPNk ǹf"Vdks.k >ydkA nksuksa us bl {ks=k esa [kqyh]
larqfyr vkSj ldkjkRed fuekZ.k dh vko';drk Hkh ckr dhA

7.Without going into the merits or demerits of India
looking and engaging the East under American
“leadership,” the essentially derivative nature of the Indo-

(7) vejhdk ds usr`Ro esa iwohZ {ks=k esa Hkkjrh; n`f"V ls
ykHk&gkfu dk vkdyu eqf'dy gS blesa bUMks&vesfjdu
lEcU/ksa dh çÑfr ij fopkj fd;k tkuk vko';d gSA cq'k ç'kklu

esa Hkkjr ds çfr >qdko Fkk] tks vksckek ds ç'kklu ds 'kq:vkrh
nkSj esa BaMk iM+rk fn[kk vkSj vktdy >qdko phu dh vksj vf/
d gSA chftax ds çfr vejhdh joS;s us baMks&vejhdh laca/ksa ds

security. The past year has also seen a deterioration in
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U.S. relationship needs underlining. What is common to
the warming to India under Bush, the cooling in the initial
months of the Obama administration, and the current
warmth is, in a word, China. American attitudes towards
Beijing appear to have become a better predictor of
temperature on the Indo-U.S. front than anything intrinsic
to the bilateral relationship. And that can’t be a good thing.

8.The reality of this equation for Indo-U.S.
cooperation in the strategic and military sphere is
reinforced by some of the views collated by Bethany N.
Danyluk and Juli A. MacDonald in The U.S.-India
Defense Relationship: Reassessing Perceptions and
Expectations, a report prepared for the Pentagon in
November 2008. “If there were no China,” a U.S. Navy
officer is quoted as saying in the unclassified report, “we
would still engage [India], but maybe not to the same
extent. There are plenty of opportunities for cooperation,
but China drives a lot of what we are doing”.

9.The 2008 report, which updates a similar survey
of American and Indian policymakers’ attitudes that the

rkieku dks lqxerk ls Li"V dj fn;k fd nksuksa ds f}i{kh;
laca/ksa esa dqN varjxÙkk ugha gSA ;g dksbZ 'kqHk ladsr ugha gSA

(8) dwVuhfr vkSj lSU; {ks=k esa baMks&vejhdh lgHkkfxrk
ds vuqikr dh lPpkbZ iqu% LFkkfir dh tk jgh gS ftls csFkkuh ,u
MSuhyqd vkSj twyhñ ,ñ eSdMkWUyM vejhdh&Hkkjrh; lqj{kk
laca/ksa ds :i esa ekurs gSA bl fo"k; ij uoEcj 2008 esa iSUVkxu
esa ̂ fjvlsflax ijlsI'ku ,.M ,DLiSDVs'ku* 'kh"kZd ls ,d fjiksVZ Hkh
rS;kj dh xbZ FkhA ,d vesfjdu usoh viQlj dk dguk Fkk fd
¶;fn phu ugha gksrk rks Hkh] ge Hkkjr ls laca/ rks cukrs] fdUrq
'kk;n bl lhek rd ughaA lgHkkfxrk ds volj vuUr gSa fdUrq
phu gekjs ç;klksa ls cgqr dqN yid ysrk gSA¸

(9) 2008 dh fjiksVZ] ftlesa vejhdh vkSj Hkkjrh;
uhfrdkjksa ds ml O;ogkj dk losZ{k.k gS] tks iSUVkxu us 2002 esa

Pentagon commissioned in 2002, provides a valuable
insight into the other imperatives that also seem to be
driving the American desire to have India look east. These
include the expectation that India could relieve some of
the regional security burdens currently borne by the U.S.,
with its overextended military commitments, and the idea
that Washington ought to somehow leverage the
relationships India has in the region to achieve mutual
objectives “in places where the United States would like
to maintain a lower profile.” According to one American
official quoted: “The United States is trying to get out of
the one-on-one hub-and-spoke mentality. We need to
figure out where the United States injects itself
effectively. Where it does not, it would be helpful to have
India engage these actors horizontally.”

10. The picture that emerges, then, is a complex
one in which American off-shore balancing is combined with
the outsourcing of hegemonic responsibilities in East Asia.

fuf'pr fd;k Fkk] ;g losZ{k.k ,d ,slh vUrZn`f"V çnku djrk gS
ftlesa vejhdk }kjk Hkkjr dks iwoZ ij utj j[kus ds fy, çsfjr
djus dk dke fn;k tkrk jgk gSA blesa vge ckr ;g gS fd Hkkjr
bl {ks=k esa mu [krjksa dks de dj nsrk gS ftudk lkeuk bl {ks=k
dh lqj{kk dh ǹf"V ls vejhdk dks djuk iM+rk gSA blds fy, mls
lSU; 'kfDr dks foLrkj nsuk iM+rk gS nwljs ,d ,sls {ks=k esa tgk¡
vejhdk ds i`"BHkwfe esa jgdj dke djuk iM+s] Hkkjr larqyu
dk;e dj nsrk gSA ,d vejhdk vf/dkjh ds vuqlkj ¶vejhdk
viuh ekufldrk dk çn'kZu dj jgk gSA gesa ;g Li"V :i esa
ns[kuk gksxk fd vejhdk dgk¡ fdruk çHkko'kkyh fl¼ gks ldrk
gSA tgk¡ og viuk çHkko iSnk ugha dj ldrk ogka og Hkkjr ds
fy, lgk;d fl¼ gks ldrk gSA¸

(10) bl çdkj tks ,d rLohj mHkj dj vkrh gS og
tfVy gS ftlesa vejhdk dk iwoZ ,f'k;k dh LFkkuh; rVh; larqyu
ftEesnkfj;ka cká lgk;rk ij fuHkZj djrh gSA
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11. The fact that the U.S. hopes to benefit from
increased Indian engagement in East Asia can hardly be
an argument against India looking east. But the
hyphenation with China that the American policy towards
India is predicated on should make us pause for thought.
Though India — and even the U.S. — are not in the
business of containing China, this explicit hyphenation of
two major Asian powers in American public discourse
creates unnecessary complications for New Delhi. For
example, the Chinese attitude towards a permanent seat
on the U.N. Security Council for India may be outrightly
hostile if Beijing concludes that Washington is being
motivated by some crude notion of a balance of power in
Asia. Of course, China may still be hostile in the absence
of such a motive but it might reconcile itself to the rise of
Indian power if it believes this power will not be used to
hurt its legitimate core interests. Sending out such a signal
is essential for India.

12. As India and China grow, they will inevitably
rub up against each other in their respective backyards.
India does not like the growing Chinese influence in South
Asia any more than China will welcome India’s increasing
presence in East Asia. But when this presence comes
bundled together with an American one, the mix can seem
suffocating and lethal for both. Just as India reacted so
negatively to America speaking of a Chinese role in South
Asia, China is likely to be shell-shocked by the copious
references to East Asia in the various speeches and
statements that were made during Mr. Obama’s recent
visit to India. It may react by reaching out and playing
catch up with a country it has unnerved with its statements
on the border issue this past year. Or it may ratchet up

(11) iwohZ ,f'k;k ij Hkkjr dh utj c<+us ls vejhdk dks
ykHk gksus dh vk'kk dk rF; Hkkjr }kjk bl {ks=k ij utj xM+kus
ds fo:¼ ugha ekuk tk ldrkA phu ds lkFk nwjh vkSj Hkkjr ds
fy, vejhdh uhfr ij gesa fopkj djuk pkfg,A ;|fi Hkkjr
vFkok vejhdk Hkh phu ds laj{k.k esa Hkkxhnkj ugha gS] fdUrq
vejhdk esa bu nks egk'kfDr;ksa ls nwjh vejhdh turk esa ppkZ
dk fo"k; cuh ftlus ubZ fnYyh dks vuko';d my>u esa
Mky fn;kA mnkgj.k ds rkSj ij la;qDr jk"Vª lqj{kk dkamfly esa
Hkkjr dh LFkkbZ lhV ds çfr phu dk :[k & ;fn vejhdk
,f'k;k esa larqyu dk;e djus ls çsfjr gksdj ;g dk;Z dj jgk
rks chftax dk vkØks'k LokHkkfod gSA ;|fi phu bl çdkj ds
mn~ns'; dk fojks/h gks fdUrq fiQj Hkh og Hkkjrh; 'kfDr ds
mHkjus ds çfr dVqrk rks j[ksxk gh ;fn og ;g ekusxk fd bl
'kfDr ls mlds LokFkksZ dks gkfu igq¡p ldrh gSA bl çdkj ds
ladsr Hkstuk Hkkjr ds fy, vko';d gSA

(12) ;fn Hkkjr vkSj phu nksuksa foLrkj ikrs gSa rks mudk
,d nwljs ls jxM+ [kkuk LokHkkfod gh gksxkA nf{k.k ,f'k;k esa phu
dk c<+rk çHkqRo Hkkjr dks Lohdk;Z ugha gksxk blh çdkj iwohZ
,f'k;k esa Hkkjrh; mifLFkfr dk Lokxr phu Hkh ugha djsxkA fdUrq
;fn vejhdk dh mifLFkfr esa ;g lc gksrk gS rks nksuksa gh ns'kksa
ds fy, ;g ckr u dsoy ne?kksVwa gksxh cfYd gkfudkjd Hkh gksxhA
tSls lkmFk (nf{k.kh) ,f'k;k esa phu dh Hkwfedk ds fo"k; esa
vejhdk dh fVIif.k;ksa ij Hkkjr us udkjkRed :[k viuk;k oSls
gh gky gh esa Hkkjrh; nkSjs ds nkSjku Jh vksckek }kjk iwohZ ,f'k;k
ds laca/ esa nh xbZ fVIif.k;ksa ds ckjsa esa phu dks Hkh /Ddk yxuk
LokHkkfod gSA laHko gS og gky gh esa fiNys o"kksZa esa lhek
laca/h eqn~nksa ij nh xbZ fVIif.k;ksa ij fiQj dqN dne mBkus ij

the pressure. Or it may just wait and see whether Mr.
Obama’s domestic difficulties and changes in global
dynamics push Washington into once again warming
towards Beijing and cooling towards Delhi.

fopkj djsA laHko gS og ncko dks lg tk,A ;g laHkkouk Hkh gS
fd og pqipki bartkj djs vkSj ns[ks fd Jh vksckek dh ?kjsyw ijs'kkfu;ka
vkSj jk"VªO;kih ifjorZu okf'kaxVu dks chftax ls laca/ lq/kjus dks
etcwj djrs gSa vkSj fnYyh ds çfr xeZtks'kh [kRe gksrh gSA

security. The past year has also seen a deterioration in
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13. India’s relationships with the U.S. and China
will never be completely independent of each other but
the challenge for Indian policymakers is to ensure each
is free standing and independent of the pushes and pulls
which occur between Washington and Beijing. The U.S.
does not do partnerships. That is why Mr. Obama reminded
Indian parliamentarians of the leadership role America is
playing in Asia. But Asia doesn’t need leaders and followers.
So long as Washington insists on leading the show, the Asian
architecture India and the U.S. speak about cannot be
genuinely open, balanced and inclusive. As New Delhi slowly
recovers from the Obama whirlwind, this is one message
that needs to be internalised.

(13) Hkkjr ds vejhdk vkSj phu ls laca/ ,d nwljs ls
Lora=k :i esa cu gh ugha ldrs] fdUrq Hkkjrh; uhfrdkjksa ds le{k
psrkouh gS fd og okf'kaxVu vkSj chftax ds nckoksa ls LorU=k
gksdj viuh LorU=k txg LFkkfir djsA vejhdk Hkkxhnkjh ugha
djrkA rHkh rks Jh vksckek us Hkkjrh; lkalnks dks ,f'k;k esa
vejhdk dh Hkwfedk ;kn fnykus dk dke fd;kA fdUrq ,f'k;k dks
usrkvksa vkSj vuqdj.k djus okyksa dh vko';drk ugha gSA tc rd
okf'kaxVu usr̀Ro dh ckr djsxk rc rd ,f'k;k fuekZ.kdrkZ Hkkjr vkSj
vejhdk esa [kqydj ckrphr laHko ugh gS] ;g okrkZ larqfyr vkSj
visf{kr ugha gksxhA fnYyh vHkh vksckek ds rwiQkuh nkSjs ls    /hjs&/
hjs ckgj vk, rc rd bl lans'k dks çfrikfnr djuk vko';d gSA

security. The past year has also seen a deterioration in

http://www.upscportal.comhttp://www.upscportal.comhttp://www.upscportal.comhttp://www.upscportal.com

Downloaded From: http://www.upscportal.com
STUDENT 10

 Courtesy : - The Hindu 

Disclaimer: This article has been translated exclusively for IAS Aspirants convenience and study purposes. 
Author doesn't take responsibility of view expressed or accuracy of the content." 


